
Many of you have been in touch to say 
how much you enjoyed reading our 
first edition of Village Voices which 
came to you last month. If by chance 
your copy did not arrive through your 
letter box then let us 
know and we will see 
what went wrong. 
Extra copies will 
always be available to 
p u r c h a s e  f r o m 
Hollesley Village 
Stores if needed. 
 
This is a bumper 
edition to keep you all 
informed of the many 
exciting events taking 
place in December and over 
Christmas, including Robin Hood, our 
Christmas pantomime. Our feature 
article this month is all about 
Hollesley Players who always delight 
us with their performances. 
 

Contact Us 

30p 

Helen Macleod, 
Editor 

Volume 1, No. 2 

 This Month… 

The Church will be holding special 
services leading up to Christmas. The 
Christmas Eve Nativity at 5pm in 
Hollesley Church is a time when many 
villagers will join together as a 

community in joyful 
a n t i c i p a t i o n  o f 
Christmas and all it 
stands for. In the run 
up to Christmas do 
welcome the Carol 
Singers who come 
out in all weathers to 
serenade you. Even 
better, come and join 
in, if you are able.  
 
All that remains is for 

me, on behalf of the team of Village 
Voices to wish all our readers a VERY 
HAPPY CHRISTMAS ! 
 
 

Dear friends, 

Christmas Events around Hollelsey 
 
Hollesley Players—Charlotte Ballantyne 
talks about our local amateur dramatic 
society. 
 
Your Letters—page 11 
 
News from Boyton—page 17 
 
Parish Matters—page 22 

Editor: Helen Macleod, Corner House, 
Alderton Road, Hollesley, IP12 3RH 
Email: helenhollesley@yahoo.co.uk 
 
Advertising: Mike Adams 
Tel: 01394 411422 
Email: mja@sandlings.co.uk 

Snow at Sutton Heath 

The local newsletter for Hollesley, Boyton and beyond 

Village Voices 
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Hollesley Village Hall Bookings Christine Gillespie 411562 

Welcome Club Audrey Shelcott 411776 

Hollesley Womens Institute Joan Croome 411348 

Hollesley Players Charlotte Ballantyne 460822 

Whist Drives Jill Cocksedge 411108 

Hollesley Bowls Club Roy Winchester 411564 

Indoor Bowls Nigel Smith 411549 

Phantom Archers Robin & Karrie Langdon  412114 

Hollesley Tennis Club Dick Blackburn 411175 

Hollesley Badminton Club Chris Andrews 411126 

Junior Soccer Dave Ward 411651 

Judo Club Julie Jollife 410483 

Hollesley Rainbows Di Barnard 411079 

Hollesley Playgroup Tracey Gunn 411154 

Hollesley Mother and Toddler Rachael Thorp 410460 

Hollesley Parish Council Dennis Driver (Chairman) 411709 

 Margaret Bennett (Clerk) 411929 

District Councillor Rhona Sturrock 411082 

County Councillor Rosie Clarke 412178 

Community Police Officer PC Andy Warne 01473 613500 

Boyton Village Hall Bookings Val Murray 410117 

Local Contacts 
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Parish Matters 
Full details of Parish Council meetings can be found on the village notice boards 
An update from October’s  
Hollesley Parish Council meeting 
 
The Clerk had contacted Suffolk Coastal 
District Council about dog fouling and a 
copy of a letter to send to known culprits 
had been received along with Dog Foul-
ing notices. SCDC also agreed to supply 
Bottle Banks to the Shepherd and Dog 
once refurbishment had been completed. 
 
A resident of Fox Hill had requested that 
the street light be repaired. Suffolk 
County Council has a contact number for 
this: 0800 591055 and needs to know the 
road name and lamp post number. 
 
The Housing Needs Survey had shown a 
need in the village for housing that young 
people can afford. It was suggested that a 
separate meeting be held on the subject 
followed by an ‘Open’ meeting where 
everyone interested could attend. 
 
The cost and provision of CCTV units 
was discussed. It was decided to close the 
Children’s Play Area on the recreation 
ground. The swing seats had been vandal-
ised and needed to be replaced. 
 
Planning Permission 
 
SCDC granted planning permission for 
The Old Forge, Bushy Lane. A planning 
permission application for Rustic View, 
Bussocks Lane was not supported by the 
Parish Council. 

HOLLESLEY  
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

Thursday 1st December 
Hollesley village hall, 7.30 pm 

Apologies From The Editor 
 
In November it was stated that Hollesley 
Parish Council had approved various 
Planning Applications. This should have 
said ‘Planning Permission Granted by 
Suffolk Coastal District Council.’ 

November’s Boyton Parish Council 
meeting 
 
The meeting was attended by both Rhona 
Sturrock and Rosemary Clark, who gave 
updates from Suffolk Coastal District 
Council and Suffolk County Council re-
spectively. Rona reminded members that 
the deadline for comments on the previ-
ously circulated “Affordable Housing for 
Local Needs” document is 19 December. 
PC Andy Warne sent a report that there 
had been no recorded crimes in the vil-
lage since the last meeting. He also ad-
vised that travellers had again moved 
onto the land opposite Little Scotland, 
and that the Forestry Commission had 
applied for a court order for them to 
leave.   
 
Boyton Parish Council has a website, 
www.onesuffolk.co.uk/boytonpc/, which 
contains copies of meeting minutes, con-
tact details for the Chairman and Clerk, 
planning applications progress and a page 
for notices etc. 
 
The suggestion that the management of 
the Church Room / Village Hall should 
pass from the Parochial Church Council 
to a Charitable Trust on a lease basis was 
discussed, and it was agreed that the sub-
group be recalled to progress this further.  

 December 2005 Page 3 

O ur last half term finished on a 
high note with the whole school 
being transformed into HMS 

Victory for the week in celebration of the 
200th anniversary of the battle of Trafal-
gar. The children took on the role of sail-
ors on board the ship and found out what 
life on board would have been like. They 
all contributed to a large piece of artwork 
based on the ship, which now fills one of 
our corridor walls. They learnt how to tie 
knots, baked some ships biscuits, com-
plete with weevils, learnt about diet and 
nutrition, and practised finding their way 
around the playground using compass 
points and made up dances as the sailors 
would have done. The week culminated 
in a re-enactment of the battle in the 
school hall, watched by several parents 
and a cameraman; we had a very brief 
slot on the local Anglian News that eve-
ning. 

We are now back to the more mundane 
but equally important routine of school 
work but it won’t be long before we begin 
the preparations for Christmas; always a 
busy time of year in Primary Schools. 
Our first event is the Christmas Fayre, 
run by the Friends of Hollesley School, in 
the school hall on Saturday 3rd December.  
We hope that many of you will pop in to 
see what is on offer. 
 
This year we are putting on a Christmas 
production, Countdown to Christmas, in 
the Village Hall on Wednesday 14th De-
cember at 6pm. Everyone is welcome; 
there will be a small entrance charge and 
festive refreshments will be available. We 
will be holding the usual Christmas lunch 
and Christmas parties during the school 
day and the Friends are also organising a 
children’s evening disco in school and a 
music night at the Social Club. Our final 
event will be the Carol Service in the 
church on Monday December 19th at 2pm.   

Hollesley Primary School 
News from Deputy Headteacher, Mr. Morgan. 

 
Hollesley School Christmas Events 

 
Sat 3rd December, 2-4pm  Christmas Fair 
Weds 14th December, 6pm Christmas Production (Village Hall) 

Mon 19th December, 2pm       Carol Service (Hollesley Church) 

Trafalgar Day re-enactment  

At the end of term we will be saying fare-
well to Darren Morgan, our deputy head-
teacher who is moving back to the north-
west to be closer to his family. He has 
made a tremendous contribution to the 
life of Hollesley School during his time 
here and will be a huge loss. We wish 
him well in his new post. 

Jane Docherty -Headteacher 

FAREWELL 
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From the Rectory 

Date 
Sunday in month Alderton Bawdsey Boyton 

4th
 

   

 11th
 

11am 
Christingle J.A. 
4pm Carol Concert 
J.A. 

  

 18th
 

6.30pm  
9 Lessons and Carols 
J.A. 

3pm 
9 Lessons and Carols  
L.C. 

11.00am 
Holy Communion 
G.C. 

Christmas Eve 
3pm Crib Service 
23.30 Midnight Mass 

  
 

Welcome Club:1st and 3rd Tuesday 2.00pm Hollesley Village Hall, Mrs Audrey Shel-
cott 01394 411776. 

Christmas Day 
11am Holy  
Communion G.C. 

10.30am Village 
Service L.C. 

11.00am Holy  
Communion J.A. 

You may have seen on the news the in-
dignation caused by a local council that 
doesn’t want to help fund Christmas 
lights so as not to cause offence to mi-
norities. There was a bit of an outcry, 
‘This is a Christian coun-
try’ they all said. And in-
deed at the last census 
about 70% ticked the box 
marked Christian to the 
question of religion. There 
was something similar 
involving the labelling of 
boxes of  ‘Christmas 
Lights’. It was thought that 
some non-Christians might want to buy 
the lights for their own religious celebra-
tions but might be offended by the name 
on the box ‘Christmas Lights’. 
 
So it would seem we are very much a 
Christian nation that does not want to lose 
its Christian identity. But what if being a 
Christian meant being in the minority?      

I wonder how we would manage, or -
worse still - what if, as in some countries 
around the world, it was a crime to be a 
Christian. Would there be sufficient evi-
dence to convict you? 

 
It is with this controversy 
in mind that you are in-
vited to look beyond the 
lights and the tinsel and 
find what is at the heart of 
Christmas.  
 
You are all warmly invited 
to join us at our Christmas 

services where we will be celebrating that 
great gift Jesus Christ, who was born of 
Mary in a stable some 2000 years ago. 
 
Have a merry Christmas and best wishes 
for the New Year. 
 
I remain 
Yours Geoffrey. 

11am Benefi
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Hollesley barn dance success 
 
For the second year running, the barn 
dance was a great success. The church 
looked and felt most inviting with the 
tables beautifully laid out with tablecloths 
and flower arrangements. The plough-
man’s supper and apple pies were fantas-
tic. 
 
The music started up and after some ini-
tial hesitance there were soon volunteers 
left, right and centre on the dance floor.  
It was great to hear the sound of laughter 
and to see so many people of all ages 
having a fantastic time together. Many 
thanks to everyone who worked so hard 
to make the event happen and we can’t 
wait till next year to do it again! 

Conkers at the Club 
  
A very successful 'Conkers at the Club' 
took place on Sunday 6th November, and 
the organisers would like to thank every-
one who came along. The event raised 
over £110 for the Special Care Baby Unit 
at Ipswich Hospital.  
 
Great fun was had by all and there are 
plans to do it again, bigger and better, 
next year. Winners in each category were 
Nigel Beckett, Hayley Mercer and Keith 
Anderson (pictured with trophies). 

New pub in an old building— 
The Shepherd and Dog 
 
By the time you read this the Shepherd 
and Dog should be open for business 
again following a complete refurbish-
ment. The Landlord and Lady, Craig and 
Lynda, tell us that there will be a brand 
new extension providing an attractive 
restaurant serving good quality traditional 
food. They will be open for Christmas 
Dinner during December, including 
Christmas Day but say that booking is 
essential. You can call them on 01394 
411855. In addition to the new restaurant 
extension there will be a new bar, floor 
and furniture. 
 
Next summer the Shepherd and Dog will 
have a patio for al fresco dining and a 
beer garden at the back. 

The  Conkerers ! 

 

Ruthless Cleaning 
 
From dust and grime to a 

sparkling shine 
 

Industrial and domestic  
services 

Competitive rates and 
 discounts for long term 

contracts 
 

For further information  
Please call Sherif on 

01394 411240 
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NATURE NOTES 

Gypsy Moth (Lymantria dispar) 

 
Many people will think of a Gypsy Moth 
as a bi-plane from around the 1920s and a 
forerunner to the famous Tiger moths. 
Others will be reminded of the boat which 
Francis Chichester sailed around the 
globe in his inspirational journey in 1966-
67 – the fastest circum-navigation and 
with a single stop, in Sydney. 

My sort of Gypsy moth is a moth! Quite a 
rarity in the UK nowadays, it used to exist 
in the Fens until it became extinct in 
about 1910. On the 12th August Mark Sly 
and I identified a male, which had been 
caught in a moth trap. It wasn’t a very 
inspiring looking thing as it was a bit bat-
tered and old. Disappointing really be-
cause I had always thought of it as a ro-
mantic sounding species that I had 
wanted to see! It had most probably come 
across the sea from France. 
 
Gypsy Moths are actually quite a pest of 
forest trees in Europe and especially in 
the USA and Canada, where it has be-
come established. Luckily the females 
have a very weak flight and are unlikely 
to make it across. If they did we may 
have had to inform the Ministry of Agri-
culture, or Defra as it is called these days. 
 
This moth was of interest to the moth 
enthusiasts of Suffolk, who just like bird 
watchers like to see a new species! 

Nick Mason 

Mobile Library  Tuesday 13th December 
Boyton Mary Warner Home   10.40-11.00 
Hollesley Boyton Road          11.05-11.15 
Shingle Street                         11.20-11.30 

Moorlands                               11.35-11.55 
Shepherd & Dog                     12.00-12.15 
 

APPROXIMATE HIGH TIDES AT SHINGLE STREET - DECEMBER 2005 
 

Date                                Date                                Date     
    

1        10.44   23.08       11       7.04   19.51        21     2.06   14.41      
2        11.26   23.48       12       8.03   20.47        22     2.48   15.25        
3         ------   12.07       13       9.00   21.39       23     3.35   16.13     
4         0.28    12.52       14       9.53   22.27         24     4.28   17.06    
5         1.10    13.39       15      10.42  23.09         25     5.27   18.07     
6         1.54    14.31       16      11.27  23.48         26    6.32   19.09                                      
7         2.44    15.31       17       -----   12.09         27    7.32   20.09                                      
8         3.42    16.34       18       0.24   12.47         28     8.31   21.09  
9         4.49    17.43       19       0.56   13.25         29     9.28   21.59                                  
10       6.00    18.50       20       1.28   14.02         30    10.20  22.48                                      
                                                                              31    11.10   -----   
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Hollesley Ramsholt Shottisham Sutton 

     

9.30am 
Holy Communion 
Christingle  J.A. 
and Sunday Club 

6.30pm 9 Lessons 
and Carols Candle 
light G.C. 

11am 
Holy Communion 
 M.H.S. 

4.30pm Evensong 
G.C. 
  

9.30am 
9 Lessons and Carols 
J.A. 

  6.30pm Carol Ser-
vice G.C. 

9.30am 
Holy Communion 
M.H.S. 

5pm Carol Service 
23.30 Midnight Mass 

 11.30pm Midnight 
Mass G.C. 

4.30pm Carol  
Service G.C. 

Prayer Group: 3rd Monday of each month 7.30pm John and Helen Macleod, Corner 
House, Hollesley 01394411232. 

4pm Evening Service 
J.A. 

  11.00am Holy  
Communion M.H.S. 

Vicar: Revd Geoffrey Clement, Shottisham Rectory, 01394 411748 
Assistant Vicar: Revd Judith Andrews, Hillside, Hollesley 01394 411642 
Hollesley Churchwardens: Fred Stentiford, Sheepstor, Boyton 01394411469 & 
Pat Shannon, Sandling house, Hollesley 01394411214 
Boyton Churchwardens: Malcolm Fleetwood, 7/8 Mary Warner, 01394 410409 
& Isobel Lilley, Bellfield, Boyton 01394 411409 
Tower Captain: Alan McBurnie, 01394 411517 
Organist: Helen Burrows, 17 Squires Lane, Martlesham Heath 01473 625196  

Hollesley village carol singing 
 
Carol singing will take place between 
Monday 19th and 23rd December inclu-
sive when we hope to be able to cover 
most of the village. We are however in 
serious need of more voices to join the 
regulars who turn out every year (children 
are most welcome). About six voices are 
needed each evening and warm clothing, 
a torch, stamina and a good sense of hu-
mour will help! Last year £500 was raised 
and was divided equally between Holles-
ley Church and St. Elizabeth Hospice. 
 
Dates, times and locations can be found 

in Contact which is included with this 
month’s Village Voices magazine.  

 Church Contacts 

ce service at Orford 

Christmas Holiday Club 
 
If you’re aged 5-12 and would like time 
together just before Christmas come to 
the church from 10am-1pm on Thursday 
22nd December.  We’ll talk about the 
Christmas story, eat mince pies and 
chocolates and practice a play to perform 
at the service on Christmas Eve at 5pm. 
To book your place ring Geoff 411748 or 
Judith 411642 by 18th December.  Bring 
a friend with you (they don’t have to be 
from Hollesley). 
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CHURCH CALENDAR CONTINUED… 
 

Each Wednesday: Holy Communion, 7.30 am Hollesley, 12 Midday Sutton. 
Glebe House: 1st Thursday  10.30 am Holy Communion, 3rd Thursday 15.00 Evensong.   
All welcome. 
Boyton: 4th Friday Mary Warner Homes, Holy Communion 2.30 pm. 
Friday 23rd December Carols in the Wash House, Shingle Street  6pm. 

MEET FATHER CHRISTMAS IN HOLLESLEY 
Riding on a cart pulled by Suffolk Punches 

CHRISTMAS DAY 
6am at Oak Hill and then to the village 

Lots of Christmas music and excitement ! Presents for the children 
 

Don’t forget to offer him mince pies and a drink AND a treat for the horses 
 

He might even come to YOUR house if you ask him! 
For more details Tel 410029 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES AT HOLLESLEY 5pm AND 11pm 
 

This year bring with you a small present to the value of £1 suitable for anyone of any 
age. Put a present under the tree and as you leave put a £1 coin under the tree and take a 
present. Money collected will go to the East Anglian Children’s Hospice. 
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Ginny and Percy lived opposite us. They 
lived in an old Suffolk cottage that they 
had shared with their parents until they 
died. On the far side it had two storeys 
but on our side there was just an old 
‘Backus’, a traditional single storey ex-
tension where Ginny and Percy lived. 
 
Ginny and Percy loved animals and they 
accumulated dogs, cats, rabbits, guinea 
pigs, mice and chickens, all of which 
lived indoors. Percy mistrusted the village 
shops (we had two in those days) so twice 
a week he took the bus all the way to Fe-
lixstowe to buy  tins of dog and cat food 
along with several bottles of milk.  
 
Percy used to come over to us to use the 
phone sometimes. As Christmas was 
coming I said to him one day ‘What have 
you and Ginny got to eat for Christmas, 
Percy?’ ‘Well we’ve got a tin of Old Oak 
Ham. We’ll be alright,’ he said. I asked 
him if he liked turkey and he assured me 
he did, so I offered to send him over some 
of our Christmas dinner. I explained it 
might be a bit late in the day as we had a 
number to cook for. 
 
So Christmas Day came and we laid a 
tray each for Ginny and Percy, making it 
as attractive as we could. Two of the fam-
ily went over with a big plate with all the 
trimmings for them along with Christmas 
pudding and mince pies, just as the light 
was fading. The little ‘Backus’ was lit 
with one naked bulb and the heat came 
from a paraffin stove. We could see shad-
ows moving within, and then we heard 
Percy’s excited voice, ‘They’re coming! 
Open the door Ginny!’ 
 
We were privileged to enter as the door 

was usually barricaded against intruders. 
There was a great pile of bricks making it 
difficult to get in. Inside was a dimly lit 
steamy atmosphere and animals were 
everywhere. The only surface free was on 
top of a large rabbit hutch which we used 
as a table. Ginny and Percy never minded  
that they had no table and chairs to eat at. 
The plates came back wiped clean and we 
never knew whether they managed it all 
or whether the animals had a Christmas 
dinner too! 
 
A sketch drawn in 1978 is a vivid re-
minder of Christmas at Run Cottage 
which was a very special part of our 
Christmas too. 

Helen Macleod remembers 
 

Christmas at the old Run Cottage 

VISITING BELL RINGERS 

A Hampshire band of ringers will join 
Hollesley bell ringers on Monday 19th 
December at 4pm for about half an 
hour. 
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THE SHOWROOM 
THAT COMES TO 

YOU...   
Over 5,000 samples all with Manufacturers Guarantee 

Curtains & blinds made to measure 
Professional help & advice 
Superfast & friendly service 

CREDIT TERMS AVAILABLE (written details on request) 
FREE  Insurance quotes. 
FREE  Fitting. 
FREE  Delivery 
FREE  Estimates. 
FREE  Underlay. 
FREE  Grippers. 
FREE  Door bars. 

DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 
CONTRACTS UNDERTAKEN 

3 Lee Road Ipswich  
IP3 0PX 

Ring Fred Lloyd on 01473 716208 to arrange a visit that suits you 
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On the Beat 
From our local community police officer, PC Andrew Warne. 

Unfortunately a 
small village like 
Hollesley does 
not escape prob-
lems more asso-
ciated with larger 
towns. It has be-
come apparent 
that antisocial 
behaviour and 

criminal damage is being caused in the 
village, particularly around the village 
hall and playing field. It is known that the 
culprits, who do not take pride in where 
they live, are from Hollesley. They hang 
around the village causing problems early 
evening and weekends. 
 
If you are a parent of a child between 12 
and 17 years who lives in the Hollesley 
area then your child may be one of those 

 Surgery Hours Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Alderton (411641) 
  

9 - 11 
Drs Ball & 
Shelley 

9 - 11 
Drs Yates & 
Shelley 

9 - 11.30 
Dr Ball 
2 - 4 Dr Yates 

9 - 11.30 
Dr Yates 
4 - 6 Dr Ball 

9 - 11.30 
3 - 5 Dr 
Shelley 

Orford (450315) 

9 - 11.30 
Wendy Mar-
shall (Nurse 
Practitioner) 
4 - 5 Dr Ball 

2 - 4 Dr Ball 9 - 11 Dr Yates 9 - 11 Dr Ball 9 - 1 
Dr Yates 

Hollesley 3 - 5 
Dr Shelley         

Sutton   5.30 - 6 
Dr Yates       

Boyton     11.45 Dr Yates     

ORFORD ONLY – PLEASE REPORT TO RECEPTION WITHIN THE FIRST HOUR  

SEEING YOUR LOCAL DOCTOR 
 

The Peninsula practice operates from Alderton and Orford with once-weekly surgeries in Holles-
ley, Boyton and Sutton. Appointments are needed at Alderton and Hollesley whereas at Orford 
patients need to report to reception  in the first hour of each session. 
All Alderton and Hollesley surgeries are by appointment only 

involved. As a parent it is your responsi-
bility to know what your child is doing 
and where they are. Do not take their 
word for it especially if they say they are 
going around with their mates. Speak to 
the mates’ parents to find out more. Don’t 
let your child spoil the village. At the end 
of the day it is your village and you will 
pay for the repairs through the Council 
Taxes. 
 
Anyone with information about antisocial 
behaviour can contact me on 01473 
613500 or Ian Abery,  SCDC’s Antisocial 
Behaviour Officer. Alternatively there is 
a community intelligence hotline that you 
can call to report antisocial behaviour, 
malicious damage, etc. The number is 
0800 783 9112. 
 
Don’t forget that 999 is the number to use 
for a real emergency. 
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The Hollesley Players held their very first 
meeting on 31st January 1980, after decid-
ing that there was little in the village to 
entertain children and teenagers. Mem-
bers of the village got together and 
formed a committee which decided to 
perform Cat on the Fiddle, which in-
volved many local residents of all ages. It 
was a great success so the decision was 
made to carry on and here we are 25 years 
later and still going strong. 

Over the years we have enjoyed the tal-
ents of many local people; the doctor, 
vicar, teachers, prison officers and, of 
course, the children. We have members 
from most of the surrounding villages and 
Woodbridge, Felixstowe and Ipswich. 
 
We could not put on all these plays and 
pantomimes if it wasn’t for our backstage 
crew, Julian Bradbrook and Robin Lang-
don who give a lot of their free time to 
design and build the sets, with the help of 
others. Over the years the stage has been 
enlarged, and the sets have become more 
intricate. We now have wonderful light-
ing and sound to create dramatic effects, 

and Paul Foster has helped the music go 
from being played on piano to being cre-
ated by computer.  
 
Costumes are vital to  our productions.  
Mandy Green and Marianne Stannard 
have expertly made all kinds of costumes, 
from The Tin Man to the Wolf in Little 
Red Riding Hood. With up to 30 or 40 
costumes per production  to be made, it 
takes many hours and a great deal of ef-

fort to get it just right.  
 
Many others have helped the 
success of Hollesley Players 
and we are very grateful for the 
kindness of our patrons, who 
have helped and supported us 
from the beginning.  
 
We are always aware that it is 
only the support of you, the 
future audience, that keeps us 
going. We enjoy what we do 
and there is a lot of fun and 
satisfaction in putting on a 

successful production. We also need the 
income to help with the ever increasing 
costs. 
 
In the past 25 years we have produced 
and performed over 50 plays and panto-
mimes, sometimes staging up to three 
productions a year. Our hugely popular 
Christmas pantomimes have included a 
Christmas Carol, Cinderella and Snow 
White and the Seven Dwarfs. In May we 
normally produce a play aimed at adults – 
either a comedy or a whodunnit? Sweeny 
Todd and the hilarious Dry Rot were a 
couple of the more memorable ones. 
 

As the pantomime season approaches, Charlotte Ballantyne takes us behind 
the scenes. 
 

The Hollesley Players 

Three Fairy Godmothers—December 2002 
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Boyton Church 
Building Repairs  

Residents will see scaffolding going up 
around Boyton Church when important 
building repairs to the roof begin in the 
next few weeks. The work is being done 
by Cubitt Theobold and has been made 
possible by the fantastic fundraising done 
by the village. Almost £15,000 was raised 
through village fund raising and the 
Friends of Boyton Church, whilst grants 
totalling just under £5,000 have been se-
cured and English Heritage are providing 
£90,000. Fund raising continues a pace as 
this phase of the work will cost over 
£115,000 - though it is hoped more grants 
will come through.   
 
Suffolk Historic Churches Bike 
Ride 
 
This event raised £225. Many thanks to 
bikers, sponsors and to those who manned 
the church. 

Boyton Church Harvest Festival 
 
The church was decked out with tools of 
all description and even bicycles. The 
response was amazing and all will be 
donated to TWAM (Tools with a Mis-
sion) who will renovate them and send 
them to a Third World country. 
 
Boyton's Harvest Supper 
 
What a good feast! Mr and Mrs R Ling 
talked about their lives around Snape. The 
event raised £167 for Church Restoration 
and the raffle proceeds of £102 was do-
nated to the Asian Earthquake Appeal to 
buy a tent. 
  
Boyton Coffee morning and Craft 
sale 
 
We raised £200 for the Church Restora-
tion Appeal. Many thanks to all who 
worked so hard to make this such a suc-
cess. 

FROM SHINGLE STREET COASTGUARD 
October proved to be quite a busy month for Shingle Street Coastguard. 
 
5th 1530 Yacht aground on the rocks in the entrance to the River Deben. Yacht assisted 
to its mooring at Ramsholt by fishing charter boat Will Laud. 
 

6th 2300  50m barge ashore at Dunwich Beach with a leaking propane gas cylinder. 
Placed exclusion zone around barge until leak was sealed and barge refloated. 
 

16th 1530  Called to Orford quay where dingy with three people capsized. Aldeburgh 
Inshore Life Boat was called but dingy was righted and all crew were okay. 
 

16th 1715 Called to Shingle Street where a yacht was aground in the river mouth. As 
darkness was fast approaching it was decided to call Harwich Lifeboat but yacht man-
aged to refloat itself and returned to Harwich. 
 

16th 2006 Called to the River Deben, where a gas cylinder had ignited on a yacht caus-
ing 12% facial burns to one of the crew. The crew member was taken from the yacht by 
Harwich Lifeboat and ferried to the Rescue Helicopter and then taken to Ipswich Hospi-
tal. 
 
More next month, until then safe passage.  

Roy Clark for Shingle Street Coastguard. 
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and his useless sidekick, who are all in-
cluded in this production.  
 
Will good triumph over evil? Will the 
Sheriff of Nottingham be able to save his 
bottom? Will Robin Hood get there just in 
the nick of time with his faithful band of 
merry men to save the woman he loves? 
 
For the answer we insist that you come 
and see for yourself at the Hollesley vil-
lage hall on the 8th, 9th and 10th of Decem-
ber. All evening performances begin at 
7.30pm and our matinee is on the 10th at 
2.30pm. Tickets are on sale at the village 
stores in Hollesley or Alderton, or you 
can phone 01394 411079. Prices are £5 
adults, £2.50 children Thursday and Fri-
day. Saturday matinee children cost only 
£1.50. Saturday evening adult tickets are 
£6 and include a glass of wine. We look 
forward to seeing you there. 
 
If you are interested in joining the Holles-
ley Players, either on the stage or behind 
the scenes then please call us on 01728 
688446; we would love to hear from you. 

 

Their work begins long before the panto-
mime is performed. Weekends are spent 
designing props to give life to the story. 
From a few sheets of hardboard a magical 
world is created and then built in the vil-
lage hall. Then the adrenalin really starts 
to flow— the back stage crew have to 
move the props on and off stage 
(hopefully without drawing too much 
attention to themselves) during the show 
itself. Props are often heavy or awk-
wardly shaped and time between scenes is 
limited. Sometimes the shadow of the 
props person has barely left the stage 
when the next scene starts. To relieve the 
tension, the backstage crew devise some 
light entertainment for the final night, 
when props are booby-trapped to surprise 
the cast. Recent pranks include a giant 
spider dangled over sleeping beauty and 
bags of sawdust designed to fall from the 
ceiling onto the actor below. If the cast 
look nervous on a Saturday night, it 
probably isn’t the audience they’re wor-
ried about! 

THE BACK STAGE CREW 

For our 25th anniversary this year we per-
formed Let’s Celebrate, a revue which 
involved many past members for an eve-
ning of humour, song and dance. It was 
very successful, with the audience enjoy-
ing the informal seating arrangements.  
 
Christmas 2005 rehearsals are well under 
way for our pantomime, Robin Hood. The 
traditional tale has been spiced up and 
adapted by our director and producer Liz 
Provan. She has transformed it into an 
exciting story with a cast full of good, bad 
and outrageous characters, in a plot of 
twists and turns. We have a witch, imps 
and a few brooms for good measure. A 
panto wouldn’t be a panto without a prin-
cipal boy, damsel in distress, evil villain A welcome break during set construction 
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Hollesley 
A modern 3 bedroom linked-
detached house with gardens 

and garage 
£167,500 

Hollesley 
An extended 3 bedroom 

semi-detached house, 
good sized gardens 

£165,000 
 

Hollesley 
A modern 2 bedroom semi- 

detached bungalow & garage 
situated at the end 
of  a cul-de-sac.  

£145,000 

Hollesley 
Modern 4 Bedroom detached 
house with gardens & garage. 

£177,950 
 

Tel: 01394 386688 
 www.hamilton-smith.com 

For every house 
that we sell in the 
Hollesley area we 
will give £100 to 

Hollesley Primary 
School. 

 

£100 
 

One Voucher per 
Property 

Valid until 31st December 2006 

KEEP THIS VOUCHER 
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The club continued to thrive in the 2005 
season with an increased membership and 
satisfactory results in the League and Cup 
competitions. The notable improvement 
in the playing surface was recognised by 
the County and we were asked to host the 
Area Semi-finals and Finals of the 
County Competitions on the 16th and 
17th July. This turned out to be the sunni-
est weekend of the summer and we enter-
tained a large number of players and their 
supporters. The County Officials and 
many others congratulated the Club on 
the quality of our facilities and the cater-
ing that was provided by Hollesley mem-
bers. 
 
The bowling green has been extensively 
scarified, spiked, top-dressed and re-
seeded during October and is expected to 
be in prime condition for the start of the 
new season in May 2006. 
 
We hope more Hollesley residents will 
come along to try their hand, and we will 
especially welcome school-leavers. While 
bowls can be played by people of all ages 
it is the younger generation who are win-
ning at the top level. 

Roy Winchester-Secretary 

BOWLS CLUB 

 
To tell us your club news and events, 
contact: 
 
Helen Macleod, Corner House, 
Alderton Road, Hollesley, IP12 3RH 
Email: helenhollesley@yahoo.co.uk 
 
Photographs are particularly welcome. 

HOLLESLEY RAINBOWS 
  
Hollesley Rainbows are girls aged 5-7 
years, who meet on Mondays in term-
time, from 5 - 6.15pm. Our activities in-
volve lots of 'Looking, Learning, Laugh-
ing and Loving'. 
 
After Rainbows, as long as leaders are 
available, girls can move on to Brownies 
and Guides. 
 

Recently we have enjoyed an 'Alternative 
to Halloween' Party and visited Wood-
bridge 'Jars of Clay' to paint our own 
Christmas presents. 
 
On December 12th we shall be visiting the 
elderly residents of Glebe House to enter-
tain them. In the New Year we will par-
ticipate in a Guiding UK Watch It event 
in Wickham Market, when Rainbows, 
Brownies and Guides from all over the 
district will come together for a whole 
day Drama and Music Workshop. 
          
For details  of how to join Rainbows 
please ring Diana Barnard on 01394 
411079 before 14th December or after 
11th January . 

Not a Halloween Party! 



December 2005 Page 14  

Sports and Clubs 
An update on activities around the area. 

 PHANTOM ARCHERS 
 
The Archery Club was formed two years 
ago at Hollesley village hall by Mike 
Blake. After  training us on how to shoot 
and be safe, Mike encouraged us to form 
a committee and to take over the running 
of the club ourselves. The first year was a 
learning curve for us, no injuries to club 
members but unfortunately the village 
hall suffered. After a very constructive 
meeting with the Village Hall Manage-
ment Committee they made some changes 
in the hall to accommodate us so we 
could continue our club activities. 

We are affiliated to the Grand National 
Archery Society who provide us with 
club insurance, coaches for training ses-
sions, entry to competitions and support 
and information. We had a huge helping 
hand in the shape of a grant from Suffolk 
Acre to provide equipment and training 
for all the youngsters in the club. It also 
provided us with the means to train new 
young members via a six week induction 
course. 
 
We meet every Thursday evening with 
occasional weekends where we have 

coaching and maintenance sessions, and 
of course a barbeque! With a current 
membership of eight adults and ten 
youngsters (aged between 9 – 17) plus 
four teenagers starting an induction 
course in the new year, we are at full ca-
pacity at the moment but should have 
more places available next summer. 

Richard Pipe  

WOMEN’S INSTITUTE 
  
Contrary to popular belief the WI is never 
jam, and rarely Jerusalem, except on spe-
cial occasions or upon request from some 
of our guest speakers. There is something 
for every woman of every age. Monthly 
meetings are fun with varied speakers, but 
apart from meetings, there are courses, 
conferences, social events and trips to suit 
every need. Indeed it is the best women's 
organisation in the country, so if you 
would like to be part of that organisation, 
come along to our meeting in the Holles-
ley Bowls Pavilion on the second Tues-
day of each month at 7.30pm. We would 
really love to welcome you.  

Jane Collier - President. 

Members of the Phantom Archers 

The results of the first game in the 
postal league have just come in and 
Phantom Archers are currently in sec-
ond place. 

LATEST RESULTS 

‘ 

‘ There is something  
for every woman of  

every age 
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Your Letters -  

The correspondence in this newsletter is individual and personal and does not necessarily reflect 
the views of the Editorial Team. The decision to publish or withhold material rests with the Editor. 

A GREAT START 
From Michele and Andy Stebbens 
Dear Editor 
Andy and I just wanted to say how great 
the first edition of Village Voices was. 
The section on the heath we found very 
interesting, 
 
I agree with the letter from Wendy Ad-
ams (Your Letters, Nov. 2005) There is 
so much that we all could do to make 
Hollesley look better, I feel the shop and 
pub area of the village is untidy. Holles-
ley needs to make it look more inviting to 
visitors to make them spend more time 
and money in our local shops and pubs. 
 
We both thank everybody that helped in 
making this first newsletter. 

Run Cottage 
 

Letters should be sent to: 
Helen Macleod, Corner House, 
Alderton Road, Hollesley, IP12 3RH 
Email: helenhollesley@yahoo.co.uk 
 
Please keep letters as brief as possible. 
We reserve the right to edit letters for clar-
ity and brevity. We regret that anonymous 
letters cannot be published. 

do write to us, we would love to hear from you 

THANK YOU 
From Viv Mason 
Dear Editor 
Thank you, to you and the rest of the 
team for producing Village Voices. 
 
It is so nice to find out what is happening 
in the village from the comfort of one’s 
armchair rather than standing by a 
draughty noticeboard.  
 
Hopefully it will be possible to find out 
what support social events might gener-
ate. During the last few months I have 
heard suggestions of a live band at the 
village hall, a film club, a larger barn 
dance and a coach trip to Trafalgar 
Square mentioned. The organisation of 
any of these events is relatively simple as 

long as the support is there and I hope 
through your columns this can be gauged 
more accurately. 
 
By the time this is published the newly 
refurbished pub should be open and the 
Village Stores may even be selling Fair 
Trade goods. A good start for 2006. 

Evening Hall 
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Diary—Dece
ThursWednesday Monday Tuesday 

Bingo, 8-9.45 pm, 
Hollesley village hall, 
contact Derek Andrews 
on 01394 411539 
 
Mobile police station, 
Shepherd and Dog 
12.30-2.15 pm 

28 Short mat bowls, 7-
10 pm, Hollesley 
village hall, contact Kit 
White on 01394 411676 

29 Badminton, 8-10 
pm, Hollesley Bay 
gym, call Chris on 01394 
411126 
 
Short mat bowls, 2pm, 
Hollesley village hall 
Nigel Smith 411549 

Phantom Arch
contact  0139
 
Judo club, Tu
hall contact 4

Bingo, 8-9.45 pm, 
Hollesley village hall, 
contact Derek Andrews 
on 01394 411539 

Short mat bowls, 7-10 
pm, Hollesley village 
hall, contact Kit White on 
01394 411676 

Badminton, 8-10 pm, 
Hollesley Bay gym, 
for details call Chris on 
01394 411126 
 
Short mat bowls, 2pm, 
Hollesley village hall 
Nigel Smith 411549 

 

Bingo, 8-9.45 pm, 
Hollesley village 
hall, contact Derek An-
drews on 01394 411539 

Short mat bowls, 7-
10 pm, Hollesley 
village hall, contact Kit 
White on 01394 411676 
 
Women’s Institute meet-
ing—village hall 
Mobile library 

Badminton, 8-10 pm, 
Hollesley Bay gym, 
for details call Chris on 
01394 411126 
 
Short mat bowls, 1.30pm, 
Hollesley village hall 
Nigel Smith 411549 

Phantom Arch
contact  0139
412114 
 
 

Bingo, 8-9.45 pm, 
Hollesley village 
hall, contact Derek An-
drews on 01394 411539 

Short mat bowls, 7-
10 pm, Hollesley 
village hall, contact Kit 
White on 01394 411676 

Badminton, 8-10 pm, 
Hollesley Bay gym, 
for details call Chris on 
01394 411126 
 
Short mat bowls, 2pm, 
Hollesley village hall 
Nigel Smith 411549 

 
 

  Badminton, 8-10 pm, 
Hollesley Bay gym, 
for details call Chris on 
01394 411126 
 
 

 
 

5 6 7 

14 13 12 

21 20 19 

26 27 28 

30 

Ho
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ember 2005 
Sunday Saturday Friday sday 

1 2 hers,  
94 412114 

unstall village 
410483 

 Coffee Morning 
Christmas Sale. 
Boyton village hall, 
10.30—12.30 
 
Hollesley School Christ-
mas Fair, 2-4pm 

SWT Working Party 
Meet Red Lodge 
Car Park 9.30 am 

  Charity Football 
Match, 11am, 
Recreation Ground 
 
Christmas Concert, 
4pm, Alderton Church 

hers,  
94 

   

   

   

8 9 10 11 

4 3 

18 17 16 15 

25 24 23 22 

29 

ollesley Players Pantomime 
ROBIN HOOD 

To have your event listed here, please 
contact our Diary Coordinator, Debbie Pipe 
on 01394 411976 or email 
debbie.pipe@suffolkonline.net 
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