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Local Contacts
Hollesley Village Hall Bookings Christine Gillespie 411562

Boyton Village Hall Bookings Val Murray 410117

Hollesley School Lynne Wright (Headteacher) 411616

Welcome Club Marion Collins 411262

Hollesley Womens Institute Joan Croome 411348

Mothers Union Pat Fleetwood 410409

Hollesley Players Sharon Culley 01728 688446

Whist Drives Jill Cocksedge 411108

Hollesley Bowls Club Roy Winchester 411564

Indoor Bowls Nigel Smith 411549

Phantom Archers Robin & Karrie Langdon 412114

Youth Club Vanessa Bishop 412080

Hollesley Badminton Club Chris Andrews 411126

Junior Soccer Dave Ward 411651

Judo Club Julie Jollife 410483

1st Sutton Brownies Sonja Patterson 420576

Hollesley Playgroup Amanda Johnson 07947 887497

Hollesley Parent and Toddler Kerry Simoes 411603

Dawn Lusher 412009

Marine Life Rescue Head Office 01825 765546

Hollesley Parish Council Dennis Driver (Chairman) 411707

Noelle Gore (Clerk) 411032

Boyton Parish Council Keith Lilley (Chairman) 411409

Alan Hall (Clerk) 411432

District Councillor Rhona Sturrock 411082

County Councillor Rosie Clarke 412178

Thames Coastguard 01255 673228

Community Police Officer PC Andy Warne 01473 613500

Hollesley Commons Nick Mason 411150

Community Car Service Janet Gardiner 01473 630866
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from the editor

Dear friends

This month’s Village Voices con-
tains two articles that remind us of 
the important role this area played 
in our Country’s military history. In 
our feature on page 4, Laurie Forsyth 
describes the work carried out by 
the Ministry of Defence at Orford-
ness from the first World War to the 
1960s, whilst details of Bawdsey Radar 
Trust’s exhibitions and Open Days are 
on page 24.

Roy Larsen shares his knowledge of 
astronomy with us on page 30, describ-
ing what we can see in the February 
night sky, as well as telling us some of 
the history of astronomy itself.

We hope you enjoy reading these and 
the other articles our contributors have 
kindly sent us this month.

Rob Claxton

Editor Helen Macleod, Colyton,
The Street, Hollesley, IP12 3QU
email editor@villagevoices.org.uk

Advertising Mike Adams
tel 01394 411422
email mja@sandlings.co.uk

Diary Debbie Pipe
tel 01394 411976
email diary@villagevoices.org.uk

Copy deadline for the March issue of 
Village Voices is 10th February

Cover Photo: Lighthouse at Orfordness, Tina Morley

Bell Tower Appeal

The 200 Club is continuing 
to raise money to help restore 
the Bell Tower at Hollesley 
Church.

The winning numbers in 
December’s draw were: 76, 
40, 35 and 75.
Peter Harper
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Orfordness: the 20th century

Exposed, wild, and cold: ask the ladies 
from Hollesley WI who visited the 
stoney wastes of Orfordness last June 
in what should have been mid-summer 
heat, and they will agree! The almost-
island of Orfordness has probably been 
moored off our sunrise coast since 
before there was anybody in Britain 
to see it. Strong, southerly tidal move-
ments have piled up millions of tonnes 
of shingle along our coast, to the ruin 
of medieval Walberswick, Dunwich 
and Orford, where dismayed citizens 
saw their harbours blocked, their rivers 
diverted, and their livelihoods de-
stroyed by the banks of overwhelming 

stones. Longshore Drift is a ceaseless 
shingle conveyor belt that has enabled 
the spit to extend southwards for miles: 
once, its tip lay opposite Orford Castle. 
Helen Macleod explained the wildlife 
of Orford Ness and the geological 
rarity of the spit that has resulted in 
its designation as a National Nature 
Reserve, in Village Voices, (July 08.)  
And the man-made history of the Ness 
is just as interesting.                                                                                      

Stepping ashore from the National 
Trust boat, you are hit by wind that 
hisses across the shingle from the 
churning sea that lies just beyond the 
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The wetland areas of the Ness are great for wading birds
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distant lighthouse. Facing you is a 
large area of saltmarsh that formed 
centuries ago in the protective lee of 
the Ness. Most of it was drained and 
turned into grazing marsh in the 12th 
century. Beautiful as they are, the old 
marshes are just a footnote in the histo-
ry of Orford Ness, and are completely 
overshadowed by what happened when 
this remote desert of stones collided 
with the 20th century.

Isolated and uninhabited, the barren 
waste was seen as the perfect place 
for secretive military experiments, 
dangerous scientific research projects 
and other development work. A place 
where boffins could work in total 
security away from public gaze during 
two World Wars and the Cold War of 
the 1960’s. The aftermath of nearly a 
century of their work is everywhere, 
and you can visit many of the old 
buildings, including the famous Pago-
das that are a landmark for miles. They 

were built to house 
non-nuclear experi-
ments on the atom 
bomb between 1953 
and 1966.

The War Department 
bought part of Orford 
Ness in 1913: by the 
end of WW1 over 600 
staff lived there and 
conducted hush-hush 
research into the 
strange new world 
of military aviation. 
New aircraft were 

tested, as well as aerial combat tech-
niques, parachutes, machine gun sights, 
camouflage and navigation methods, 
all to the benefit of the Royal Flying 
Corps and its pilots. The remains of 
a large, 30m hanger for twin-engine 
aircraft, a pre-fabricated barracks for 
80 men (now used as a store, shared 
with barn owls) and an accommoda-
tion block all date from then: the latter 
was used by Robert Watson-Watt to 
develop the air defence system that 
became RADAR, after his team moved 
in 1936 from Orfordness to Bawdsey 
Manor. Unsurprisingly, the remote-
ness of the place—and the need for a 
large resident workforce—made it the 
ideal place for a German POW camp. 
Prisoners were marched from their huts 
and tents in a barbed wire compound to 
work on the airfield and river walls.   

The passing decades saw more projects 
and yet more buildings, including 
the famous Cobra Mist Radar instal-

Man-made debris is part of the fabric of the Ness
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lation of the Cold War, a rotational 
navigational beacon, a power house, 
workshops, laboratories, a police tower 
with a compound for their watch dogs, 
a coastguard lookout, a narrow gauge 
railway, a bomb ballistics building, a 
helipad, a rocket range, a rifle range 
and a model bombing range. There 
were also the sinister-sounding ‘Le-
thality and Vulnerability’ Trials. 

Bizarrely, amongst all this research 
work, high security and flying pieces of 
hot metal, sheep grazed the airfield and 
shepherds lived in a small wooden hut. 
Orfordness is what the National 
Trust—owners since 1993—describes 
as a dynamic structure that was cre-
ated by the forces of nature. Daily, it 
grows, shrinks or changes shape as 
though it were alive. The great bulk of 
the 16km shingle spit is the Ness itself: 
ness is a Norse word meaning ‘nose’. 

It is a shingle headland that has re-
ceived stones thrown up by storms for 
thousands of years, which lie in ridges 
parallel to the sea. The sea takes them 
away from one beach area, only to pile 
them up in another. The shingle reveals 
the effects of yesterday’s storm, and 
also the storms that threw up distant 
ridges hundreds of years ago. The Ness 
has proved deadly to shipping for as 
long as ships have sailed the North 
Sea. Coastal graveyards bear mute 
testimony to its lethal threat in past 
centuries when the inshore waters were 
thronged with colliers bringing coal 
from Newcastle, merchantmen head-
ing for London, barges leaving Suffolk 
estuaries, fishing boats and men of war.                

A storm sent 32 ships to the bottom in 
October 1627, and the tragedy resulted 
in the building of the first lighthouses 
on the Ness: built cheaply from timber, 
they didn’t last long. There have been 
many more. Some burned down, and 

some were just washed 
away. Most were pri-
vately owned: collecting 
tolls from each ship that 
passed the light was a lu-
crative business. A long 
procession of men—and 
one woman—maintained 
the light, which was a 
hard and lonely job. The 
present lighthouse was 
built in 1792, and the 
National Trust foresees 
it too will succumb to 
the sea before long.

Laurie Forsyth

Orford Ness: the 20th century,
continued from p.5

For how much longer will the lighthouse survive?
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Did you go shopping on Boxing 
Day? I know some who went to 

find some good bargains and heard on 
the television of a bargain hunter who 
shopped for all her family’s presents 
for 2009 along with her Christmas 
cards. However as I write this at the 
beginning of January, Christmas is just 
a dim memory, with the decorations 
taken down and the thank you letters 
written. The shops stopped selling 
Christmas gifts and food by Boxing 
Day, unless it was in their sale, and 
the carols on the radio became less 
frequent and by the end of Decem-
ber stopped playing completely. By 
contrast the church is still in the middle 
of the Christmas season until the end 
of January, having only started on 
25th December. The Christmas season 

which includes the season of Epiphany 
when the wise men visited the Christ 
child carries on until 2nd February 
which we call Candlemas or the Pres-
entation of Christ in the Temple. Can-
dlemas is a sort of pivot on which we 
take one last look back at Jesus’ com-
ing to us as a baby before moving our 
eyes forward to Lent, Holy week and 
Easter when we think about the adult 
Jesus and the events that took place 
which ended in his passion death and 
resurrection and all that means for us.

Jesus’ life and ministry is something 
of a paradox, the word coming from 
the Greek ‘para’ meaning other and 
‘doxa’ meaning glory. At Christmas 
we welcome the long awaited Messiah, 
who was born as a baby in a stable of 
an unmarried mother, in an unsympa-
thetic town. Thirty years later Jesus the 
man speaks for himself and turns the 
world upside down. He tells his follow-
ers that ‘whoever would be first must 
be last’ and shares with them the news 
that if they ‘want to be my follow-
ers they must take up their cross and 
follow me’. The cross, the Christian 
symbol is something that hangs over us 
whether we like it or not. It is the tough 
news of the Gospel, that comes to us 
before it becomes the good news of 
the Gospel. For most of us the cross is 
not something exalted, it is much more 
likely to be something that is with us 
in our lives, that we have not chosen, 
and from which we cannot escape. It 
may be something to do with family, 
or friends or with ourselves, possibly 
with a relationship, or a health issue. 

From The Revd Canon 
Pauline Stentiford

Memory Service at Boyton Church
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WEEKDAY SERVICES
Wednesday
12pm Sutton

1st Thursday
3pm Glebe House, Hollesley, Evensong

3rd Thursday
10.30am Glebe House, Holy Communion

4th Thursday
2pm Mary Warner Homes, Communion

3rd Monday
2.30pm Colyton, Hollesley, Prayer Group

Day Boyton Hollesley Other Places
1st February 11.00 PF

All Age 
Worship

9.30 JT
Communion

9.30 Alderton, Bromeswell
11.00 Sutton
6.30 Shottisham

8th February 9.30 JH
Family Communion with 
Sunday Club

9.30 Alderton, Bromeswell
11.00 Bawdsey, Shottisham, 
Ramsholt; 4.30 Sutton

15th February 11.00 MHS
Communion

9.30 LC
All Age Worship

9.30, Bromeswell
11.00 Alderton, Boyton, 
Sutton; 6.30 Bawdsey

22nd February 9.30 JH
Communion

9.30 Shottisham 
11.00 Bawdsey, Bromeswell 
and Ramsholt

Ministers:  JH  Revd Dr John Hare   MHS  Revd Michael Hamilton Sharp
  JT   Revd Canon John Tipping PF      Pat Fleetwood (Elder)
  LC  Lydia Calvesbert (Reader)

Church Contacts

Team Rector:
Revd David Murdoch, 01394 450336

Hollesley Churchwardens:
Fred Stentiford, 01394 411469
Joan Butcher, 01394 411689

Boyton Churchwardens:
Malcolm Fleetwood, 01394 410409 
Isobel Lilley, 01394 411409

Tower Captain:
Alan McBurnie, 01394 411517

Organist: Giles Bradley, 01394 411124

The paradox is that it can be a posi-
tive means of experiencing more about 
God’s love for us if we let it be so.
Lent, which starts on Wednesday Feb-
ruary 25th, can be a time for growing 
closer to God and deepening our com-
mitment to him. It can be a time for 
reading a book about prayer, or making 
some extra time available for prayer. It 
could be a time when you read through 

a Gospel, Luke is a good one to start 
with it has plenty of good stories. Lent 
is a good time to refresh our faith by 
attending a Lent Course. The Peninsu-
lar Lent course begins on Ash Wednes-
day with a service in Butley Church on 
25th February. The next 5 sessions ( 4th, 
11, 18 & 25th March & 1st April) will 
take place in Boyton Village Hall.
Continued from Continued on page 10
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page 9
The final session on Wednesday 8th 
April will again take place in Butley 
church. All start at 7pm. The course 
will be based on Suffolk Postcards 
which show various scenes of Suffolk 
which aim to earth the Gospel message 
in our own time and place of Suffolk.

If I can be of any help during Lent 
please give me a ring on 01394 411469 
or contact one of the Peninsular clergy 
or ministry team. Remember God is 
not just for Christmas He is for life.

Pauline

Memory Service 

Boyton church held a Memory Serv-
ice on 16th December 2008. We have 
held this for the last three years in 
December so that people who have 
had a relative or friend pass away can 
remember them in a quiet short service 
in the company of others in the same 
position. People of any denomination 
are invited to attend and the service 
contains periods when members of the 
congregation can offer a short reading 
of their choice and hymns or songs can 
be suggested for inclusion.

On entering the church you select a 
cut-out star on which to write your 
message and during the service people 
leave their seats to hang their stars on 
the Christmas tree, they then light a 
candle and place it in the sanctuary of 
the church. One of the officiating offic-
ers then blesses the stars and candles 

and dedicates them in memory of the 
people concerned. The stars remain 
on the Christmas tree for the Christ-
mas period and unused stars are left 
for anybody who could not attend the 
service to complete and hang on the 
tree. If new stars have been hung they 
are blessed and dedicated at the next 
service. Candles are left out during the 
Christmas period for anybody to light 
for their remembered loved ones.

Many people find this service to be 
very comforting. The next Memory 
Service will be held on December 13th 
2009 at 3pm.

Malcolm Fleetwood

Fairtrade Christmas Draw

Thank you so much to everyone 
who bought tickets for the Fairtrade 
Christmas Draw in aid of Crisis for 
Christmas, a charity for homeless 
people. We were able to send £65 
which would have helped quite a 
few people come in from the cold. 
The lucky winner this year was 
Keith Bailey.

Di Barnard

Wonderful Beast!

The concert put on by Mary Warner 
residents and the Wonderful 
Beast theatre company on the 6th 
December, and featured in January’s 
Village Voices, raised £169.37.
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Live Music
7.30pm

Saturday 21st march
Hollesley Village Hall

7.45 - 8.15pm Local Youth Band
‘Fooled by Puckered Lips’

Followed by the return of the popular
Gordon Bennett Band

Advance Tickets £6.00
Students              £2.50
£7.00 and £3.00 on the night

Tickets from 411079 and 411236
A Hollesley Church Event

Refreshments

Bring your own drink 
and glasses

Woodbridge School
Swing Band

An enjoyable evening of popular music
with refreshments in

Hollesley Village Hall
on

Saturday March 7th

7.30pm
RetiRing ColleCtion in aid of Boyton and Hollesley CHuRCH Building appeals
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Local Housing Development
An update from Angela Lawrence

The campaign to alert Hollesley 
residents to plans by Ipswich builders 
SEH (Developments) Ltd, to develop 
the wild meadow between Mallard 
Way and Rectory Road, gathers pace. 
Everyone who sent a letter of objec-
tion to these plans to Suffolk Coastal 
District Council’s planning department 
has now had a reply from their Princi-
pal Planning Officer—Policy, Hilary 
Hanslip. She writes that although 
the land isn’t currently the subject of 
a planning application, it has been 
submitted for inclusion for housing 
development under the new local plan, 
the Local Development Framework 
(LDF).

These housing schemes—and two 
others—are at last on the council’s 
website and I would urge everyone 
with access to take a look. This is the 
pathway to follow:
Google or search “development.policy@
suffolkcoastal.gov.uk”. Go to Suffolk 
Coastal Local Development Framework. 
Scroll down to Site Specific Allocations and 
Policies Issues and Options. Scroll down to 
sites in towns and parishes beginning D to 
K. Scroll down to Hollesley (Key service 
centre) PDF.

There you will find a map of Hollesley 
showing the village envelope outlined 
in red and four sites where individuals 
or developers have submitted proposals 
for housing. If you scroll down further 
there are clear plans of the four indi-
vidual sites.

Site 772a relates to the meadow between 
Mallard Way/Rectory Road (owned by Mr Ken 
Drury) where a new housing estate is pro-
posed by SEH (Developments) Ltd.  This is the 
estate where traffic would exit into Mallard 
Way. SEH have told me they have been in ne-
gotiations with the landowner to purchase the 
land. They have an option, subject to planning 
permission.

Site 772b relates to the pig field owned by 
Julie Williams. This no longer appears as a 
‘potential village green’ but as housing develop-
ment, also by SEH.

Site 463 not only relates to the pig field but 
also includes Julie’s bungalow. SEH’s proposal 
now is for ‘affordable housing’ on that green 
field site.

Site 357 is a brownfield site opposite the 
water tower at Stores Corner, Boyton Road, 
where owner Brian Crisp has submitted plans 
for affordable housing.

Site 539 relates to land at and surrounding 
Walden House, Fox Hill.  Application submitted 
by owner Diane Finlay for a bungalow.

When you have viewed these pages 
return to the Site Specific Allocation 
page. Scroll down to ‘Having Your 
Say’. You must submit your comment 
before the February 16th deadline. You 
can either do this online or print the 
comment form for Site Specific Alloca-
tions. Please have your say, it’s impor-
tant to the future of this village.

If you don’t have access to the web, 
then SCDC has these plans on display. 
Go to the Planning Helpdesk Reception 
in the council offices on Melton Hill. 
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You can view them Monday-Friday, 
9am-5pm. I’m also told by Matt 
Deakin of the LDF team that they may 
be exhibited in Woodbridge Library 
after Christmas.

I would also urge everyone to read the 
centre page spread in the latest edition 
of ‘Coastline’, the district council’s 
newsletter. It contain useful informa-
tion about the LDF. If you’ve binned 
it, or need any further information, 
contact me on 01394 410203 or at The 
Shipway, Mallard Way.

Angela Lawrence

Planning matters are always likely 
to be contentious and we welcome 
contributions from both sides of the 
debate - Editor.

Coffee Mornings
Alderton Village Hall

Saturday February 7th 10am - noon

Saturday March 7th 10am - noon

Saturday April 4th 10am - noon
(includes Easter Raffle) 

In aid of Alderton Recreation Ground Play 
Equipment project

The coffee mornings are open to anyone, 
not just the residents of Alderton. Please 
come along and support us and enjoy the 

community spirit.

Hollesley Village Hall
Lovely modern, well heated 
venue for weddings, dances,

 birthday parties and 
children’s events.

Attractive kitchen and 
bar area, staging and an 

excellent dance floor.

Meeting rooms available for small 
groups, seminars and committees.

Attractive location, 
adjacent to playing field 
and children’s play area.

Very reasonable hiring charges
For bookings and quotes contact:

Christine Gillespie 01394 411562

VILLAGE VOICES WEBSITE 
GOES LIVE !

 
The long-awaited Village Voices web-
site will be going live in early Febru-
ary. It has been designed to comple-
ment the Village Voices magazine and 
is aimed at residents and visitors alike 
in Hollesley, Shingle Street, Boyton 
and Capel St Andrew.
 
The website address is
www.villagevoices.org.uk and the 
designer is Danny Bethell at
danny.bethell@btinternet.com.
 
Why not come along to the Village 
Voices Open Day at Hollesley Village 
Hall on 14th February and have a look?
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We finished for Christmas with 
a party for our disabled children. 
Graig, the clown from Rendlesham 
kept everyone entertained and 
amused. Bridie, our smallest pony 
helped Father Christmas with his 
hamper of goodies. The same Fa-
ther Christmas also visited the party 
for our adult clients, he certainly set 
the scene for Christmas season.

Now the Spring term has started 
for the riding and when the weather 
improves, the driving will start 
again. We appeal to anyone interested 
and who has an hour or two to spare.  
The activity is good for walking off 
those extra inches and a good excuse to 
get some fresh air whilst helping those 
people who really appreciate what we 
have to offer.

The monthly coffee mornings, 1st Sat-
urday in the month except January and 
September, have been very suc-
cessful over the last years, Certain 
cakes were very popular and 
sold quickly but unfortunately 
Pam Gasson has had to re-
tire from cake making. Her 
contributions will be sadly 
missed, we thank her for all 
her hard work and dedication 
and hope that she and Roy will 
still come for a cup of coffee!

Hollesley Riding 
for the Disabled

Please get in touch with Shirley Green 
on 01394 411251 or come and see us at 
the Village Voices Open Day on 14th 
February at Hollesley Village Hall.

Isobel Lilley

Father Christmas with Bridie

The once a month date has brought 
the village together and many subjects 
were talked about, news exchanged 

and ideas for events discussed,  but 
now we need a ‘new look’ and 

new input for future coffee 
mornings. Maybe we should 
encourage the bring and buy 

habit back, so all the work does 
not fall on the same people. 

Please give the first Saturday in 
the month a thought or two.

Isobel Lilley

Boyton Village Coffee Mornings
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16 17 18 19 20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27 28

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday

To have your event listed here, please contact
Debbie Pipe on 01394 411976

or 
email diary@villagevoices.org.uk

Working Party
9.30am, Ring Nick
Mason for details 
411150

Ping pong, Boyton
Village Hall, 4-6pm

Mother & Toddler
Group, 1-3pm
Mothers’ Union, 1.30pm
Bawdsey Village Hall
Brownies & Rainbows 
5.30-7pm
Yoga, 7.30pm
Hollesley Village Hall

Welcome Club, 2pm

Mobile Library

Hollesley Youth Club
7.30-9pm

Badminton, 8-10pm
Hollesley Bay Gym

Phantom Archers 

Judo Club

Whist Drive
Boyton Village Hall
7.15pm

Karaoke Hollesley & 
Oak Hill Social Club

Boyton Coffee 
Morning
10.30-12pm

Alderton Coffee 
Morning
10-12pm

Mother & Toddler
Group, 1-3pm

Brownies & Rainbows 
5.30-7pm

Yoga, 7.30pm

Womens’ Institute
7pm

March Copy Deadline

Hollesley Bay Day 
Centre

Hollesley Youth Club
7.30-9pm

Badminton, 8-10pm

Hollesley Parish
Council Meeting

Phantom Archers 

Judo Club

Mobile Police Station
8.30-9.45am

Whist Drive
Boyton Village Hall
7.15pm

Karaoke Hollesley & 
Oak Hill Social Club

Village Voices
Photo Exhibition
& Open Day
Hollesley Village 
Hall, 10am-4pm

Ping pong, Boyton
Village Hall, 4-6pm

Half Term

Yoga, 7.30pm

Welcome Club, 2pm

Mobile Library

Badminton, 8-10pm

Hollesley Fete Meeting
6pm, Shepherd & Dog

Whist Drive
Boyton Village Hall
7.15pm

Karaoke Hollesley & 
Oak Hill Social Club

Charity Pub
Quiz, 8pm
Shepherd & Dog

Mother & Toddler
Group, 1-3pm

Brownies & Rainbows 
5.30-7pm

Yoga, 7.30pm

Hollesley Bay Day 
Centre

Pancake Day, Shottisham 
Trust Hall

Hollesley Youth Club
7.30-9pm

Badminton, 8-10pm

Phantom Archers 

Judo Club

Whist Drive
Boyton Village Hall
7.15pm

Karaoke Hollesley & 
Oak Hill Social Club

Diary—February 2009
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Whist Drive
Boyton Village Hall
7.15pm

Karaoke Hollesley & 
Oak Hill Social Club

Charity Pub
Quiz, 8pm
Shepherd & Dog

Mother & Toddler
Group, 1-3pm

Brownies & Rainbows 
5.30-7pm

Yoga, 7.30pm

Hollesley Bay Day 
Centre

Pancake Day, Shottisham 
Trust Hall

Hollesley Youth Club
7.30-9pm

Badminton, 8-10pm

Phantom Archers 

Judo Club

Whist Drive
Boyton Village Hall
7.15pm

Karaoke Hollesley & 
Oak Hill Social Club

Diary—February 2009
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Your Letters - keep writing , we love to hear your views and stories

Dear Editor

Memories of Hollesley School - 
September 2008

I was interested to read this article 
which I stumbled upon, quite by ac-
cident, whilst surfing the internet.

I attended Hollesley School from 1966 
until 1969. In 1966 there were four 
classrooms and the teachers were Miss 
Thompson, Miss Wasp, Mrs Towson 
and Mr Ford himself.

I recall Miss Thompson lived at 
Rushmere St Andrews and travelled 
to Hollesley by bus every day. She 
was a jolly lady with a warm sense of 
humour. Miss Thompson taught my 
younger brother Andrew.

I was in Miss Wasp’s class in 1966. 
She was Welsh; a tiny little lady with 
a shrivelled-up face. She could control 
any disruptive children with a single 
look!

I went up to Mrs Towson’s class in 
1967. She was an enthusiastic teacher 
who finally taught me how to hold a 
pencil properly! She lived opposite us 
at Oak Hill where her husband (and 
my late father) were prison officers. I 
recall one day in 1967 that the children 
in our class entered a competition to 
design a new village sign. A lad called 
Kevin Watts sat next to me and he was 

as pleased as punch when his entry 
won. When I last visited Hollesley a 
few years ago, the sign was still there 
on The Knoll.

I spent 1968 and 1969 in Mr Ford’s 
class and remember the day when Miss 
Coleby was introduced to us assembly. 
Mr Ford was the most inspirational 
teacher I ever had. No matter what the 
subject was, he always seemed to make 
it interesting with endless anecdotes.
He explained maths in a way that even 
I could understand, and I still use some 
of this ‘golden rules’ when spelling. 

Summer Term 1969 was my last at 
Hollesley, and the happiest time of my 
school life. We must have spent some 
time in the classroom but my memo-
ries are of a long, hot summer playing 
cricket, swimming in the pool, and 
practising for sports day.  

With Mr Ford’s guidance, I managed to 
pass my eleven-plus and moved up to 
Woodbridge School. I had a tear in the 
corner of my eye when I walked out 
for the last time.   

Village Voices is now saved as a 
‘favourite’ on my computer and I look 
forward to reading your future editions.

Best wishes, and fond memories.

Michael Lake 
Saxilby, Lincoln
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Dear Editor

2008 has been another difficult year for 
me, Alicia and our family.  
 
I would like to thank each and every-
one of you for the relentless support 
over the year, whether your support 
has been creating publicity for Luke, 
sending kind messages to my family, 
assisting with information or whether it 
be positive thought and prayers.
  
I am very sincere when I say, you have 
made the year that much easier to get 
through.
 
With heartfelt thanks

Nicki Durbin 

www.FINDLUKE.com

FACEBOOK 
http://www.facebook.com/group.
php?gid=4891671461&ref=ts

www.someoneismissing.com
www.missingpeople.org.uk

Dear Editor

On the 5th December, 2008 I was one 
of the residents from Collimer Court, 
Walton to go and see the Wonder-
ful Beast presentation of Behind the 
Scenes at Mary Warner Homes at 
Boyton Church which was packed. The 
entertainment, refreshments were all 
excellent and I must say how nice it 
was to enjoy an afternoon in December 

with such good company. I would like 
to say a special thank you to Vivien at 
Collimer Court, her counterpart from 
Ipswich, the performers and the won-
derful helpers who made the lovely lit-
tle church looking so sparkling. An ex-
tra word of praise must go to the Coach 
Driver and Jack Gilson who so kindly 
helped us oldies on and off the coach. 
Top Marks to everyone involved.

Best Wishes to all for 2009.

Raymond Middleditch
Walton, Felixstowe

Dear Editor

After reading about the proposal for 
more houses adjoining Mallard Way 
took me back to when I was on the 
Parish Council and the field first came 
up for sale. The permission for more 
properties soon started to grow. I well 
remember when it got to twelve the 
County Council turned it down stating 
that it was too close to Duck Corner for 
the amount of cars that would be com-
ing from the development. I happened 
to walk round not so long ago and 
counted forty eight.

It’s a sure fact that it will go through, 
but it is good of them to let us know, 
after all what’s another forty odd. It 
could well come about we will be the 
only village on the peninsular with 
traffic lights. Continued on page 22
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Continued from page 21
Personally I use it quite often and I 
hate it for traffic coming from Boyton 
way come down at speed and you have 
to nose out to get a clear view.

I would rather them use the bricks to 
build a high wall around the village 
and keep the deer off my lawn and 
garden.

P. Bingham
Long Acres

Hollesley Carol Singing
 
We sang for six evenings, on one of 
which there were two groups and my 
thanks go Di and Trevor Whitney for 
organising another successful evening 
at Oak Hill.

My apologies to those in the area 
where we did not complete due to only 
four voices being in the group on that 
occasion.

We were very fortunate to have had dry 
weather for the week, although ‘a bit 
cold’!!
 
Sincere thanks go to all those who 
joined us to sing, provided musical 
accompaniment, refreshments and 
especially to those who supported us 
financially.

The total amount raised was £572.90p 
which was shared between St. Eliza-
beth Hospice and Hollesley Church.

Joan Butcher

Past Times

This picture, taken from the Church Tower, shows how much Hollesley has 
changed over the years. We think it is from the 1930s. Can you tell us more?
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Bawdsey Radar

The Bawdsey Radar 
Trust is already prepar-
ing for what promises to
be another busy year in 2009. Opening 
the Transmitter Block is always pre-
ceded by a ‘good Spring clean’. This 
year is no exception and the Trustees 
have plans to update and enhance the 
various displays in the Block. Help 
from volunteers and the Woodbridge 
Air Cadets is much appreciated at this 
time.

One aim of the Trust is to bring the 
story of the development of radar 
and the people involved to as big and 
varied an audience as possible. To this 
end a room will be used for displays 
and recordings from the Oral History 
Project which has been funded by the 
Heritage Lottery Fund. The recordings 
bring alive some of the characters that 
have lived and worked in and around 
RAF Bawdsey.

The central exhibition ‘The Magic Ear’ 
is full of educational, historical and 
scientific information. Hands-on equip-
ment is being added to help children 
understand how radar works, hopefully 
whetting their appetites for history and 
physics!

Full details of our opening dates and 
times can be found on our website 
www.bawdseyradar.org.uk  where you 
can also listen to recordings from the 
Oral History Project.

It is possible to arrange a special visit 
or a presentation.  If you have a group 
that would be interested in visiting the 
Transmitter Block or having a speaker 
please contact us on 07821162879 or 
info@bawdseyradar.org.uk.

Village Voices 
Subscriptions

Do you know someone who would like to 
receive Village Voices?

Subscriptions are available at a cost of 
£10 for 12 issues including postage within 
the UK. Rates for overseas are considered 

individually.

Please send the recipient’s name, address and 
telephone number together with a cheque for 

£10 payable to Boyton PCC to

Debbie Pipe, 4 Mallard Way, 
Hollesley, Suffolk, IP12 3QJ.
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We held our Karaoke Christmas Party with one of Vanessa’s famous 
quizzes. Some people took it more seriously than others! The kara-
oke was met with great enthusiasm with some interesting perform-
ances and a highly entertaining fi nal group song “I wish it could be 
Christmas every day”. We also had another opportunity to use the 
climbing wall at the prison and a great time was had by all.

Here are some of the Youth Club members’ comments:

Hollesley Youth Club

I really enjoyed it.  It was an 

experience to remember.

An experience I’m glad the Youth 
Club have given us. Was also able 
to lose weight climbing the wall.

I really enjoyed the climbing wall.  
I have just had my second time 
and want to go again! I love the 

encouragement from everyone else to 
spur you on to the top or as far as I 

want to go.

We got in for free and the 

songs were all great.

I loved it.
It was brilliant.
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2008 was a busy year for Hollesley 
Primary School. It began with a success-
ful Ofsted inspection and closed with a 
delightful week of Christmas celebrations. 
Throughout the year many of you followed 
the success of Hollesley Trumpets from 
their debut at Snape Maltings Concert Hall 
in March to their performance at school in 
the last week of term. Their concert made 
for a wonderful evening whose atmosphere 
was enhanced with 
seasonal refresh-
ments. It was great 
to see so many 
villagers and local 
people supporting 
our youngsters.

“The trumpet club 
was formed be-
cause we wanted 
some of our 
fantastic trumpet-
ers from year 7 
to be able to go 
on playing. Our 
latest performance was at school on the 
last Tuesday of term. We were all very 
excited because we hadn’t performed 
for a while. The trumpeters played a 
wide range of tunes from Christmas 
carols to American folk songs. We had 
a large turnout and it wasn’t just people 
involved with the school. Mrs Lansdell 
served winter warming apple punch she 
had made earlier. We hope the audience 
enjoyed it as much as we did.”

The school has enjoyed much support 
throughout the year including many offers 
of help (and plants) when setting up our 

Hollesley Primary School 
A look back to 2008

kitchen garden and wildlife area, a loyal 
band of regular volunteers and financial 
contributions from both the village fete 
and Village Voices. Thank you. We are 
very pleased to provide copy for Village 
Voices which gives our school reporters a 
purpose for their writing. As a school in a 
rural setting serving the village and local 
area we see ourselves very much as part of 
the community. Visiting the Welcome Club 

is always a pleas-
ure and our visits 
culminated in an 
invitation to be part 
of their Christmas 
party.

“On 16th Decem-
ber the school 
walked to the 
Welcome Club to 
sing to the elderly 
people. The year 
6 played their 
trumpets. We 
know they enjoyed 

our singing because they were all smil-
ing and singing along to the Christmas 
carols on the trumpet. Also Miss Leech’s 
class sang “Rudolph the Red-Nosed 
Reindeer” which everyone enjoyed.” 

Despite our children being stricken by ill-
ness, the service in church went ahead on 
the last day of term and it was good to see 
our numbers being boosted by the presence 
of so many our friends from the village. It 
was great to have you there!

School reporters: Sarah Anderson 
and Natalie Whitney

The old school bell in its new position at the front of the 
school. Do any readers remember where it hung in the 

old school?
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Over the festive period some of you 
may have seen the seasonal screening 
of Oliver Twist on TV or as a show. 
Times have moved on from those days 
but unfortunately even a lovely area 
like ours is not safe from old fashioned 
pickpockets. Sadly in the past few 
months we have had over 30 thefts of 
purses from open bags in Woodbridge 
town centre.

The offenders, who are usually females 
operating in pairs, watch the more eld-
erly female victims at cash dispensers 
or checkouts to view the vulnerability 
of their purse, follow them into shops 
and then pick their purse from a bag.

My tips are:

Keep your purse secure in a zipped or 
buckled bag or in a secure pocket in 
your clothing.

Don’t keep your credit cards and 
cheque book together.

Never have your PIN number with your 
credit/debit cards.

Don’t keep your house keys in your 
purse especially if you have any ID 
showing your address in your purse.

Remember pickpockets operate in 
close proximity of their victim so avoid 
crowds and being distracted and know 
where your purse is at all times.

Woodbridge and District Safer Neigh-
bourhood Team have held road shows 
in Woodbridge town centre handing 
out crime prevention advice and free 
purse chains to the elderly and vulner-
able to prevent thefts.

On a different note entirely, officers are 
happy to attend social meetings, gath-
erings, clubs and events to engage with 
the local community. If you have an 
event you wish us to attend, give advice 
or help with, let us know.

on the beat
with PC Andy Warne

Who is this strange female spotted hav-
ing a good time on New Year’s Eve?

Do you know this person?
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This year is the 400th anniversary of 
the birth of modern astronomy. In the 
year 1609 Galileo Galilei first turned 
a telescope on the heavens, and made 
discoveries that profoundly changed 
man’s view of his place in the universe. 
Up until that time the earth-centred 
picture proposed by the ancient Greeks 
had been dominant. This picture was 
supported by the Church who felt that 
the heavens were their province, and 
should not be the subject of investiga-
tions by common mortals.

News of the first telescopes had only 
recently started to spread across Eu-
rope. Hearing of the invention Galileo 
made one for himself. Turning it on the 
heavens he was able to see that there 
were craters on the moon and spots 
on the face of the sun, that the planet 
Venus clearly showed a phase which 
changed with time and that the planet 
Jupiter had four moons which orbited 

round it. The telescopes that Galileo 
used were small and crude by today’s 
standards;  they would compare quite 
poorly with a pair of modern-day bin-
oculars.

The February sky currently allows 
us to see some of things studied by 
Galileo. The moon is at first quarter on 
2nd February, and during the few days 
either side of this it is a good time to 
look for craters with a pair of binocu-
lars. The amount of detail that can be 
seen will be considerably improved if 
the binoculars are firmly mounted—
resting them on the roof of a car is 
sometimes convenient for objects that 
are not too high in the sky. 

The planet Venus shines brightly in the 
south-west after sunset. The planet is 
closer to the sun than Earth and orbits 
the sun faster than us, and as the month 
progresses the planet comes closer to 

us. Its shape (or ap-
parent phase) gradual-
ly changes during the 
month (as shown in 
the diagram), due to 
the changing relative 
positions of the sun, 
Venus and Earth. 

The shape of Venus 
may just be visible in 
moderate-power bin-
oculars that are firmly 

Sky watching
2009—International Year of Astronomy

The phases of Venus
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mounted. At the end of the month the 
planet appears significantly larger, but 
its crescent shape is more slender. 

Saturn is also visible, rising in the East 
in mid-evening and becoming due 
South in the early hours of the morning 
—the bright yellow planet can be seen 
just below the hind quarters of the con-
stellation Leo. Unfortunately Saturn’s 
rings are currently tilted so that they 
are almost edge-on towards us, and 
hence quite difficult to see.

The changing appearance of Venus was 
one of Galileo’s key observations that 
convinced him that the sun and not 
the Earth was at the centre of our solar 

system. Unfortunately his ideas were 
contrary to the teachings of the Roman 
church, and he was called before the 
inquisition and forced to recant. As a 
result of this repressive atmosphere, 
subsequent developments in astronomy 
moved to the protestant countries of 
northern Europe. 

Galileo lived the remainder of his 
life under house arrest. However the 
Roman church eventually pardoned 
him—in 1992 Pope John Paul II ex-
pressed regret at the manner in which 
the Galileo affair had been handled, 
and officially conceded that the Earth 
was not stationary.

Ray Larsen

A yoga class is commencing on 19th January in Hollesley Village Hall, 7.30pm 
to 9pm, run by Elly Lloyd, a British Wheel of Yoga qualified teacher. The cost of 
each class is £4 per person.

It is important to wear comfortable clothes which are neither too tight, nor too 
loose when practising yoga. A non-slip yoga mat is best, but a rug, blanket or 
similar will suffice to start off with. You may also benefit from having a blanket 
to cover yourself during the relaxation session at the end of the class, as it can get 
quite cold on the floor!

The benefits of yoga are many, eg the gentle stretching involved will improve 
blood circulation, enhance muscle tone, strength and overall fitness. Almost 
anyone can practice yoga, as the majority of the postures can be modified to suit 
individual needs. However, if you have reduced mobility and perhaps can´t get 
up off the floor, then maybe we could start a ‘chair yoga’ class – let me know if 
you are interested.

I can be contacted on 01394 412053 or 07821 153535, or by email on 
ellyoga@hotmail.com.

Yoga in Hollesley



February 2009 page �2 www.villagevoices.org.uk

News from the Suffolk Punch Trust

Hello Friends & Neighbours. Well 
what news I have to tell you! As you 
may have seen in the East Anglian 
Daily Times or heard on BBC Radio 
Suffolk’s Mark Murphy show on the 
7th January 2009, The Suffolk Punch 
Trust has raised most of the funds to 
build the visitor centre and refurbish 
the stables which means we are one gi-
ant step closer to opening to the public 
and getting ever closer to completing 
Stage 2 of the project. I can’t tell how 
delighted and excited I feel, it’s won-
derful news. We hope to start the work 
in the Spring this year. I will of course 
keep you posted as things progress.

It’s really heart warming to know that 
we have received this level of finan-
cial support for the project after being 
turned down by the Heritage Lottery 
Fund! It shows what team effort, hard 
work and fantastic public support can 
achieve.

I would like to thank John Marsh our 
project manager who does a very good 
impression of a swan! Looks smooth as 
could be on the surface but works like 
crazy underneath out of sight of most 
people. He has helped steer the project 
to get it where it is today. Having said 
that, it’s always extremely important 
to remember there are many cogs in 
the wheel of the trust and without all 
those cogs working together we would 
not achieve anything. From those who 
come to the stud every day sometimes 
in freezing conditions to care for the 

horses, to the committee members, 
trustees and wonderful local support 
we receive, a number of you asked 
me to put a collection bucket on the 
cart Christmas morning for the present 
deliveries in Hollesley and yet again 
you showed your support, we collected 
£111 which will all go directly to the 
care of the horses. On behalf of the 
trust I would like to say a very heart 
felt thank you for your kind generosity.

As we work our way through Stage 2 
of the project it’s always important to 
stop and think now and again about 
why we are doing this. It’s to safeguard 
the Suffolk Punch Horse and to enable 
everyone, particularly young people 
from disadvantaged backgrounds to 
come to the stud and learn about our 
horses and many other aspects of Suf-
folk life. 

For me the photos (page 32 and 33) 
capture their appeal beautifully. I took 

Ta
ra

 F
oy
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them as the sun rose over the stud one 
very frosty morning. The horses are 
beautiful no matter what light you 
catch them in. You can see how well 
last years babies are thriving consider-
ing they are still only 8 months old.

Don’t forget we have organised a Val-
entine’s Ball at Wood Hall on Friday 
13th February (contact Caroline Dons-
worth for further details. 01728 621682 
or email sptfundraising@tiscali.co.uk). 

We will also be attending the ‘Open 
Day’ at Hollesley Village Hall on Feb 
14th. We have the Suffolk Punch Trust 
‘Friends’ day at the stud on 11th April, 
I hope you will be able to join us on 
these dates. Don’t forget to visit our 
website and check out the events page 
for 2009, www.suffolkpunchtrust.org.

Tara Foy
suffolkpunchtrust@hotmail.com
Tel: 07841 778658 (evenings only) 

Ta
ra

 F
oy

The ‘boys’ at sunrise
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Hollesley and District
Darts League

Having travelled to Orford Sports in 
a cup game, winning 9–0, as reported 
in the last issue, we now welcomed 
them to the Shepherd and Dog for 
a league fixture. The Shepherd was 
again at full strength with S. Copping 
first at the oche winning his game 2 
legs to 1. Our next four players, C. 
Lennard, G. Creed, J. Copping and L. 
Copping were on top form and won 
2 legs to 0. James Knights played the 
last singles and was unlucky to lose 1 
leg to 2. Jeanette Knights was awarded 
the ladies match 2–0 as Orford had no 
lady player. The Shepherd team having 
won the match then played four reserve 
players – M. Lennard, D. Bailey, T. 
Knights and R. Whiffen along with 
L. and S. Copping in the doubles and 
were victorious in all three games. The 
final result was Shepherd and Dog 8 
– Orford Sports 1.

On January 7th we had another home 
fixture against Leiston Constitution 
Club who are currently mid table. 
The Shepherd are currently top of the 
league along with Woodbridge Foot-
ball Club and Grundisburgh. The three 
teams are equal on points but we have 
a better legs won average. For this 
match we had 9 players available. John 
and Steve Copping won the first two 
singles. Carl Lennard then lost his first 
game of the season, Lee Copping won 

his game and Garren Creed lost his. 
Deano Bailey, the vice captain, had a 
great game and won to make the score 
4–2 after the singles. Jeanette then 
played her match against Diane Wright 
who, with a third lady player, were all 
equal on points at the top of the table. 
In a very close game Jeanette won 2–1 
and keeps her place on top spot as she 
tries to retain the Championship.

For the doubles games we played John 
and Steve Copping and Dean Bailey 
along with our reserve players who 
were Phillip Knights and two under 
16s – James Knights and Matthew 
Lennard. Steve and Matthew played 
the first doubles and won 2–1 to win us 
the match. The other two games were 
shared giving a match result of 6–3, 
and keeps us at the top of the league at 
the midway stage of the season.

Carl Lennard

Hollesley Short Mat Bowls

The Kesgrave Open, on November 24th 
was won by a block from Butley. Two 
Hollesley blocks played for 3rd and 4th 
places. H Brown, R Winchester and R. 
Hayward gained 3rd spot defeating J. 
Leek, K.White and myself 8–5.

The club Two Wood Triples was 
completed at the end of the year. K. 
White, J. Dickens and J. Leek beat K. 
Clement’s block by 8 clear shots to win 
the section. They achieved this quite 
comfortably winning 17–5, pushing H. 
Brown, J. Cooper and myself into sec-
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ond place. In the Ipswich and District 
league the Hares maintained their good 
form with a 5–1 win against the Rang-
ers in Ipswich. Just before Christmas 
they played the Hawks at Gainsbor-
ough Sports Centre and lost 6–0 on 
the fast running mats. In the last game 
before Christmas the Hares entertained 
top of the league Stone Lodge. After 
a very tight game the hosts clinched 
a 4–2 victory thanks to H. Brown’s 
superb last bowl of the match.

The fi rst match after the Christmas 
break the Hares visited Whitton Sports 
Centre to play the Codgers. After 
a close encounter they lost 4–2. In 
December the A and B teams visited 
Butley in the Deben League. Hollesley 
B side defeated Butley A, 4–2 and a 
weakened Hollesley A side lost to But-
ley B, 6–0. In the fi rst game of the new 
year Hollesley B completed a double 
over Hollesley A, 4–2. It was a close 
game with only one shot difference. On 
January 11th Hollesley B entertained 
Kesgrave and ran out 6–0 winners. 
This was followed by Hollesley A 
playing Kesgrave B, and also winning 
by the same score.

N. J. Smith

Car Club Scheme for 
Boyton and Hollesley
 

Interested in using your vehicle to 
make money? Need a car for occasion-
al use but don’t want all the hassle and 
expense of owning your own?
 
Car clubs offer an all inclusive pay–
as–you–drive service. Members book a 
vehicle as and when they need it, from 
as little as 30 minutes, for an evening 
out, or up to a few days. Payment is 
made by the hour plus mileage cost, 
which is remarkably cost effective.
 
Further details available from the web-
site: www.wombatcarclub.co.uk 
 
The Boyton Environment Group wish 
to establish such a scheme, possibly 
with grant aid funding to kick-start it. 
We are now looking for two or three 
vehicles to be registered with the 
scheme (no up-front cost) and a dozen 
or more individual members seeking to 
use them (reduced subscription may be 
available). 
 
If you are interested in registering your 
own vehicle (small, large or a van) or 
wish to fi nd out more about joining the 
scheme then please contact Andrew on 
411720 or email:
boyton.co2@btinternet.com.




