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Local Contacts
Hollesley Village Hall Bookings Christine Gillespie 411562

Boyton Village Hall Bookings Val Murray 410117

Hollesley School Lynne Wright (Headteacher) 411616

Welcome Club Marion Collins 411262

Hollesley Womens Institute Joan Croome 411348

Mothers Union Pat Fleetwood 410409

Hollesley Players Sharon Culley 01728 688446

Whist Drives Jill Cocksedge 411108

Hollesley Bowls Club Roy Winchester 411564

Indoor Bowls Nigel Smith 411549

Phantom Archers Robin & Karrie Langdon 412114

Youth Club Diane Coates 411091

Hollesley Badminton Club Chris Andrews 411126

Junior Soccer Dave Ward 411651

Judo Club Julie Jollife 410483

1st Sutton Brownies Sonja Patterson 420576

Hollesley Playgroup Amanda Johnson 07947 887497

Hollesley Parent and Toddler Kerry Simoes 411603

Dawn Lusher 412009

Marine Life Rescue Head Office 01825 765546

Hollesley Parish Council Dennis Driver (Chairman) 411707

Noelle Gore (Clerk) 411032

Boyton Parish Council Keith Lilley (Chairman) 411409

Alan Hall (Clerk) 411432

District Councillor Rhona Sturrock 411082

County Councillor Rosie Clarke 412178

Thames Coastguard 01255 673228

Community Police Offi cer PC Andy Warne 01473 613500

Hollesley Commons Nick Mason 411150

Community Car Service Janet Gardiner 01473 630866
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Dear friends

The summer season of fetes will be
upon us as you receive your June
copy of Village Voices. Hollesley’s
fete has even more attractions this
year, see p. 6 and 7. This is also the
time to enjoy our gardens and
allotments after all the preparation
and planting in spring. What a
splendid scarecrow guards the
allotments in Hollesley (shown on
our front cover).

Have you plenty of bees visiting
your flowers? You will have seen
and heard in the media about the
worldwide problems of bees that we
depend upon for pollination, and
ultimately for life itself.

Along Alderton Road, Hollesley, you will find that Mortier Farms are growing flowers
as part of Operation Bumblebee. Put up a bee box like this one (above) in your own
garden to encourage your wild solitary bees. All 19 sealed tubes you can see in this one
have attracted next year’s bees to pollinate your fruit trees, flowers and vegetables. Be
reassured – these solitary bees don’t sting so are safe around yourchildren and pets!
Get your box at www.birdfood.co.uk 

The Team at Village voices is always keen to encourage our young people. 
Becky Merrill is an aspiring fashion designer. Read our feature on p.4 and check 
out the Village Voices website for other exciting designs.

Helen Macleod
(Editor)

IN THIS JUNE ISSUE

Past Times                         p. 11
Website                              p. 13
Oil Painting                        p. 15
Your letters                        p. 20
Suffolk Punch Trust          p. 29
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From the Editor

CONTACT US

Editor Helen Macleod, Colyton, 
The Street, Hollesley, IP12 3QU
Tel: 411232
editor@villagevoices.org.uk
Advertising Mike Adams  Tel: 411422
mja@sandlings.co.uk  
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Focus on youth – Fashion in Hollesley

Vanessa Bishop talks to Becky Merrill

Here in Hollesley we have a huge wealth
of creative and talented young people.
Becky Merrill, an aspiring fashion
designer, is one of them.  She has already
had an article in the IP1 magazine for her
eccentric and alternative designs. She is
currently studying at Suffolk College on a
2 year BTEC National Diploma in Art and
Design.

Hayley turning heads in Ipswich

Becky has always loved fashion; her
particular influences come from the
glamour of the 50’s and 60’s and her love
of anything to do with Peter Sellers – but
with a twist – incorporating random and
discarded objects. 

Becky’s model posing for the camera in
Hollesley

One of her pieces has been created using a
quilted mattress protector, old umbrellas
and pages of old comics.  Some of you
may have seen her photographing her
friend along The Street in Hollesley.

I asked Becky how she is finding the
course at Suffolk College

Becky: For me it was the best move to go
to Suffolk College rather than do A Levels.
The course has introduced me to 
a wide variety of Art and Design areas.

some I have enjoyed and others haven’t
been so inspiring but it is great to be able
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to sort out which direction is right for me
and open up new possibilities.  A lot of the
lecturers are retired artists themselves so
they are always really encouraging and
supportive of new ideas and approaches.

How would you describe your designs?

My designs are very structured and angular
– I like to construct the pieces and make
them up a bit like a jigsaw.  It’s great to
take a garment and make it into something
else.  At the moment I am deconstructing
one of my Dad’s old suits and then making
it into a whole new garment using different
fabrics and random objects.  I would say
that they aren’t the easiest clothes to wear
but you would certainly get noticed!

Who is your favourite up-and-coming new
designer?

That’s easy, it must be Gareth Pugh.  He
has been labelled the ‘New Alexander
McQueen’ and his designs have been
described as ‘fashion as performing art’
with creations such as the Human Poodle.
He uses vinyl blown up with air a bit like
arm bands.  He is definitely quite eccentric
and has designed costumes for Kylie’s
Showgirl tour.

What are you hoping to achieve once you
finish college?

I am going to do everything in my power
to study at Central St Martins College of
Art and Design in London. It is the top
fashion college in the UK and has turned
out some of the country’s most famous
designers. They have thousands of
applicants each year and last year they
only took on about 25 people.  I am
working really hard on creating an

inspirational portfolio and need to show a
variety of experiences in different fields
with fashion and design.  But it will be a
real challenge to even get an interview!
Surely that’s what life’s about and I’m not
giving up on my dream that easily.

We wish Becky every success in following
her dream and I’m sure she would
appreciate any interesting clothes or
random objects which might be
incorporated into her designs!

Becky’s description of her dresses:
The Ipswich dress uses 200 paper
airplanes made from a calendar. The top is
made from her father’s recycled jumper. 
The Hollesley dress is covered in vintage
comics and a broken umbrella to form the
shape. The yellow quilted cape from a
Primark Mattress protector was  dyed
yellow with a Dyson washing machine dye.
The under layer has red and green sequins,
a purple brocade skirt and some tartan
material.

Becky –we will all look out for you in
Hollesley wearing your striking designs. 
Good luck in your career! (Editor)
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Rag and Bone Man back in Hollesley

An old time rag ‘n bone man, complete
with horse-drawn cart, is making a
welcome come-back to Hollesley, harking
back to the days of TV favourites Steptoe
and Son. On Saturday June 13th a pair of
Suffolk Punches will pull a cart around the
village collecting bric-a-brac, bottles for
the bottle stall, prizes for the Tombola and
other goodies to sell at the Village Fete on
27th June.

This reminder of those loveable rogues
has been made possible by the Suffolk
Punch Trust. Driving the team of two
horses – Eric and Nettles – will be Bruce
Smith and sitting alongside will be
Stewart Austerfield, chairman of the fete
committee.  

In typical rag and bone style, they’ll be
dressed in bowler hats, neckerchiefs and
waistcoats and will be ringing their bell at
each stop on the tour to encourage
residents to pop out with their goodies.
The fete organisers want to make it easy
for people to donate their bits and pieces
so they are going to their homes. With the
Suffolk Punch Trust right on our doorstep
it makes sense to use the horses and cart
and turn this collection into a really fun
event.  The children will enjoy it and it’ll

stir fond memories among older folk, who
remember the old days when the rag and
bone man used to call.

The Hollesley Fete Rag and Bone
Merchants will start their tour at 9am in
Mallard Way before moving on to
Moorlands at 9.30 and the Shepherd and
Dog car park at 10am, then Tower Hill
and Parsons Hill, ending at Hollesley
School at 11am.

Hollesley Village Fete has established
itself as a ‘can’t miss’ event in recent
years. Along with the usual stalls and side
shows, the Fete on June 27th will include
a marquee, with music from local groups,
Used to be Blonde and Not Yet. There will
be a barbeque and beer tent with Earl
Soham Real Ale and the BBQ will be
provided by the The Shepherd and Dog.
There will be a judo display, Hollesley
Primary School brass band and country
dance team, a fun dog show, giant rabbits
and refreshments.

Proceeds will be divided between the
church and a number of village
organisations. Last year’s fete raised more
than £3,800 and we are hoping to beat that
total this year.

Angela Lawrence

Hollesley fete Rag and Bone Merchants
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Let me introduce myself – from across the
water I appeared on the scene last year-
from the peninsular containing (an
appropriate word considering all its
containers) the metropolis of Felixstowe to
the peninsula encompassing (an
appropriate word considering the sappers
navigating around the heathland) Rock
Barracks- from a sizeable new vicarage to
a small bungalow – from being vicar of a
town church to being nobody ! 
Or so I thought. But retirement is not what
the word suggests. I’ve ended up with a
job more or less every Sunday at either
Hollesley or Boyton. And how much I
enjoy it! Barbara, my wife, also loves our
new situation: for instance, the peace of
our bungaLOWE (an appropriate word
considering our surname) in the beautiful
surroundings of Sutton Heath and, not
least, the warm acceptance of my ministry
by the local church congregations and their
friendliness.
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From Canon David Lowe

An interregnum in the Hollesley church
cluster not only provides occupation for a
retired priest on Sundays, which, as
everyone knows, is the only day clergy
work, but also the vicinage of 23 Engineer
(Air Assault) Regiment  provides
opportunity for chaplaincy work during the
week.  I am also one of three Army Cadet
Force chaplains for Bedfordshire and
Hertfordshire. This post expires at the end
of this year, when I will be deemed too old
to run around with cadets. I may, of
course, myself expire before the year is up.
The above photo was shot (another
appropriate word considering its military
connection) at ACF camp last summer. I
am on the left.
Also to keep me active during the week I
continue work as chaplain of Felixstowe
hospital, which takes me back across the
water from whence I came.

David Lowe

L
au

ri
e

F
or

sy
th

The 3 padres – from right to left – Young, Middle aged and Handsome!
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WEEKDAY SERVICES

Wednesday
12pm Sutton

1st Thursday
3pm Glebe House, Hollesley, Evensong

3rd Thursday
10.30am Glebe House, Holy Communion

4th Friday
2pm Mary Warner Homes, Communion

3rd Monday
2.30pm Colyton, Hollesley, Prayer Group

Team Rector:
Revd David Murdoch, 01394 450336

Hollesley Churchwardens:
Fred Stentiford, 01394 411469
Pat Shannon, 01394 411214

Boyton Churchwardens:
Malcolm Fleetwood, 01394 410409
Isobel Lilley, 01394 411409

Tower Captain:
Alan McBurnie, 01394 411517

Organist:
Giles Bradley, 01394 411124

Church Contacts

Church Services June

Saturday 6th June - Coffee Morning and Cake Sale

Starting this coffee morning there will be a Bring & Buy stall at Boyton Coffee Morning
and Cake Sale.  The proceeds from these mornings will go towards the Restoration
Funding for the unique Church tower. A display on the Tower is being built in the Church
highlighting it’s rarity. 

Day Boyton Hollesley Other Places

7th June 11.00     P.F. 9.30          D.L. 9.30 Alderton, Bromeswell
Trinity All Ages Communion 11.30 Sutton
Sunday Sevice. 6.30 pm Shottisham

14th June 9.30          D.L. 9.30 Alderton, Bromeswell
1st after All Ages 11.00 Bawdsey, Shottisham
Trinity Communion Ramsholt

6.30 Sutton

21st June 11.00        D.L. 9.30          L.C. 9.30 Bromeswell
2nd after Communion All Ages 11.00 Alderton, Sutton
Trinity Worship 6.30 Bawdsey

28th June 9.30          D.L. 9.30 Shottisham
3rd after Communion 11.00 Bawdsey, Bromeswell,
Trinity Ramsholt

Ministers: D.L. Canon David Lowe
L.C. Reader Lydia Calvesbert P.F. Elder Pat Fleetwood



On Friday 24th April, two balloons flew
across our field during a P.E lesson. We
were interested in what they were and
watched them land in our hawthorn hedge.
After school Mrs Thompson found them
and she brought them to Mrs Wright who
brought them into class. She had found out
that the langage was Flemish and  guessed
that it had come from Belgium because the
end of the email address was .be. Before
we tell you any more … 

Here is the message – See if you can
translate it! (It’s not as hard as it looks, if
you have a Nederlands Engels
Woordenboek!) 

Balloonwedstrijd
‘Vlaamse fietsweek voor scholen’

Indien u dit kaartje vindt, gelieve dans
dit kaartje op te sturen, of ons iets te 
laten weten via email. De deelnemer 

wiens ballon het verste vliegt, kan een
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Hollesley School – Flemish balloon message

mooie prijs winnen.
Met dank! 

Het sportdienstteam.

We looked at maps of Belgium to find
where it had come from. The balloon had
come from Waarschoot which is in
between Ghent and Bruges. We measured
a straight line on a map of Europe and
found out it had travelled around 105 miles
– amazing! It was a competition between
schools to see whose balloon could go the
furthest. I think the child that set off this
balloon should definitely get a prize!

We actually got four balloons tangled with
four messages. When it came across our
field two of the balloons were still inflated
but one popped in the hedge. At first we
were not sure if it had come that far
because it was in such good condition but
it travelled fast because there was an
easterly wind which was very strong. 

We emailed them back saying thank you
for their message, told them who we were
and we would like to stay in touch. They
emailed us back the same day (in English!)
They said they sent the balloon at 11:00
(10.00 our time) while we were in
assembly and it arrived at about 2:15
during P.E the same day! Isn’t that
amazing!! We hope they send us another
message.

We would like to know if anyone else has
found any other balloons or saw them
floating across. 

School Reporters Natalie Whitney and
Samuel Parkinson
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Balloon and messages



Past Times
CCeelleebbrraattiinngg tthhee CCoorroonnaattiioonn iinn JJuunnee 11995533

Everyone was so excited! Our lovely young Queen was to be crowned in Westminster
Abbey. There were few televisions in peoples’ homes at the time, but many saved up and
bought their first set so that they could watch the pageantry and ceremony for themselves
as it took place.
Russell Cooper, (of  Moorlands, Hollesley) remembers the occasion well. He was
working on Mr Mann’s farm at Iken and he returned by taxi to his mother’s home in
Coronation Avenue, Hollesley. Like many people all over the country, they did not have
their own television set. They went to their neighbours, the Prews, and gathered together
around their set in the sitting room to marvel at this event. In all the towns and villages
across the country neighbours and friends shared the day together.
Later in the week a big fete was held at Hollesley Recreation Ground. The Womens
Institute float was just one of many taking part, including Hollesley Bay Colony.

Mr Reece drove the Ferguson tractor pulling the WI float. 

Have you any memories or old photos from our villages? Village Voices has this story
because Russell told us about it. We will be delighted to hear from you (Editor)

Hollesley School between1932 and 1941. Russell was at the school then and believes
these ex – pupils from around that time still live in the village: Eileen Eaves
(Middleditch), Claude Middleditch, Gillian Sawyer (Cocksedge), Pamela Pottle
(Atkinson), John Smith, Lacey Smith, Hazel Clarke (Garnham), Trevor Clarke, John
Clarke, Russell Cooper, Daphne Beaufoy (Gowan), Cedric Prew, Richard Parsey, Derek
Andrews, Barbara Andrews (Last), Leslie Andrews, Beaula North (Foreman, lives at
Boyton)
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The Village Voices website (www.villagevoices.org.uk) has been running
in its present reincarnated form for a few months, providing much of the

news and articles online that can be found in our monthly magazine.

As well as providing news and other items for local residents, the website 
also includes information that may be of interest to people visiting the area, 
such as ‘Where to Eat and Drink’, or details of the local bus and train services.

The latest addition to the website is the collection in one place of the series of ‘From Our
Country Kitchen’ recipes by Pauline Austerfield that delight many people reading the 

Village Voices magazine over the last few years.  These can be found 
at www.villagevoices.org.uk/recipes or via a link on the home page.

I would like to be able to expand the website to include other items 
that may be of interest to anyone – resident or visitor alike.  If you 

have any suggestions for inclusion, please e-mail me at 
danny.bethell@btinternet.com.  Alternatively, contact Helen, 
Rob or anyone else on the magazine editorial team, and I’m 

sure they would be delighted to pass your suggestions on to me.  
Happy surfing!                                                     Danny Bethell

Save money and cut your carbon!

Boyton Environmental Group has so far purchased over 20,000 litres of domestic oil,
saving a handful of residents £200 through bulk oil purchases. The next order will be in
early July, just before the summer holidays. If your boiler needs servicing, we are hoping
to negotiate a discount from a reliable local trader – saving on mileage as well as costs.

If you are interested in either of these schemes, with no commitment until confirmed, please
let us know by the end of June. Together we can all benefit from the economies of scale and
support local trade.

To find out more about cutting your carbon, and for a comprehensive online survey
check,visit www.cutyourcarbon.org.uk (search for Boyton). Or come along to our next
meeting at Boyton Village Hall on the first Saturday of the month at 10am (just before the
coffee morning), to find out how you can make our community a better place to live.

Andrew Cassy 411720 Boyton.co2@btinternet.com 
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The wonderful world
of Oil Painting

Hollesley WI invites you to an Open
Meeting 9th June 7.30pm in

Hollesley Village Hall

Be amazed by Sue Warne! She has
discovered a unique and very clever

technique that has been developed to teach
ANYONE to oil paint.

During the evening she will paint a
landscape before your very eyes, showing
just how easy and effective this method of

painting is.

All are welcome
£2 including refreshments

Red Cross week
3rd – 9th May

We have raised the excellent sum of
£123.86p for the British Red Cross. Thank
you all so much for the donations to this
worthy cause.

Kay Stoddart
Boyton and Capel St Andrew organizer

Hollesley
Tower Appeal

Winning numbers in the April draw for the
200 club were 38, 1, 36, 22, sharing prize
money of just over £200. It is just over a
year since the 200 club started and in that
time some £2000 has been paid over in
prizes and about £1200 has been raised for
the Tower Appeal. We would very much
welcome new members and for just £5 per
month there is a good chance of winning a
prize. For more details, please contact
Alan Mc Burnie on 411517

The church architect has at last given us the
details we require when applying for grants.
The total cost is expected to be in the region
of £100,000. Our funds amount to
approximately £12,000 at present, so we are
still actively fundraising. In the meantime
work on the repairs to some of the bells is
likely to go ahead in the near future.

Don’t forget to look out for us at the Village
Fete when we shall be promoting the Tower
Appeal as well as recruiting potential
bellringers.

To mark the very special birthday of our
Tower Captain, Alan Mc Burnie, we are
hoping to ring a full peal on the bells on
Sunday June 6th, 2.30 to around 5.30pm 

Peter Harper



June 2009 page 16 www.villagevoices.org.uk



www.villagevoices.org.uk June 2009 page 17

What a shame! This year is the 40th anniversary of the
beginning of Riding for the Disabled, incorporating
Driving for the Disabled. The Hollesley group has
always managed to struggle on but for the time
being the Saturday morning riding sessions have had
to be cancelled due to a shortage of helpers. 
Usually 17 children enjoy a Saturday morning and

benefit from the unique experience they gain from
the contact with the horses and ponies. Owing to the

special needs of some of the children the group requires
a large number of helpers.

Please – if you can spare an hour or two on a Saturday morning, come and help us. No
special knowledge is required. We will show you what to do!

Pettistree Hall Farm, Sutton 9am – 12.15pm         Contact Rosie Clarke 411490
Isobel Lilley

John Cocksedge

Villagers in Hollesley were saddened to learn of the sudden and unexpected death at 78
on May 2nd of the village’s longstanding residents. John’s career was with transport of
one kind and another. Early on he worked as workshop manager for Reece’s trucks before
moving to Ipswich as manager of Cranes Fircroft garage. In the early 70’s he and his wife
Jill moved into the flat over Cranes Garage in Hollesley until their bungalow was built by
Reg Shelcott in The Street. John was manager of Cranes in Hollesley for over 20 years.

On retiring in ‘96 John was able to develop his beautiful new garden which was always a
picture, while Jill looked after the flowers in the greenhouse. John was always interested
in football, and had a season ticket to watch Ipswich play. He also had a longstanding
interest in airplanes and enjoyed going to museums and watching displays, especially at
Duxford.

John was a family man, with 2 daughters, Lynne and Jayne, and 5 grandchildren. He and
Jill were married for over 50 years. The Village Voices team send their sympathy to all
the family. We shall miss his familiar face around the village.

(Editor, assisted by Tim Crane, Dennis Driver and Roger Dawson)

Riding for the Disabled
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday
Mothers’ Union
1.30pm

Yoga, 7.30pm
Hollesley Village Hall

Welcome Club, 2pm Badminton, 8-10pm

Hollesley Youth Club
7.30-9pm

Parent & Toddler
1-3pm

Hollesley Parish Council 
Meeting, 7.30pm

Mobile Police Station

Judo Club

Whist Drive
Boyton Village Hall
7.15pm

Oak Hill & Hollesley 
Social Club, Paul’s 
Karaoke

Sutton Flower
Festival, 10-4pm

Boyton Coffee Morning
10-12

Sutton Flower
Festival, 10-4pm

Table Tennis, Boyton
3-5pm

Yoga, 7.30pm Hollesley Bay Day
Centre

WI Open Meeting 
7.30pm, Hollesley Vil-
lage Hall, see page 15

Mobile Library

Hollesley Youth Club 
Visit to Bowls Club

Badminton, 8-10pm

Copy date July Village 
Voices

Parent & Toddler
1-3pm

Village Fete Meeting
6pm, Shepherd & Dog

Judo Club

Phantom Archers

Whist Drive
Boyton Village Hall
7.15pm

Oak Hill & Hollesley 
Social Club, Live Music 
Paul Cage

Hollesley Rag and
Bone Collection, 9-11am

Village Walk
Meet 9.30am Red Lodge 
Car Park

Yoga, 7.30pm Welcome Club
2pm

Badminton, 8-10pm

Hollesley Youth Club
7.30-9pm

Parent & Toddler
1-3pm
 
Judo Club

Phantom Archers

Whist Drive
Boyton Village Hall
7.15pm

Oak Hill & Hollesley 
Social Club, Paul’s 
Karaoke

Glebe House Fete
2-4pm

Shottisham Garden
Walk

Yoga, 7.30pm Hollesley Bay Day 
Centre

Mobile Library

Hollesley Youth Club
7.30-9pm

Badminton, 8-10pm

Parent & Toddler
1-3pm

Judo Club

Phantom Archers

Whist Drive
Boyton Village Hall
7.15pm

Oak Hill & Hollesley 
Social Club Quiz

Hollesley Fete Charity Pub Quiz
8pm, Shepherd & Dog

Yoga, 7.30pm
To have your event listed here, 

please contact
Debbie Pipe on 01394 411976

or 
email diary@villagevoices.org.uk

Diary—June 2009

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30
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Your Letters – Always good to hear from you

Dear Editor,

I enclose our newsletter of the Rutland
Branches Royal Airforce Association. I
must apologise for pinching your Village
Voices article on Orfordness, with
thanks to Laurie Forsyth. Our editor
was interested in it for its RAF
association over the years. He tries to
keep alive the histories of different
Service units that have now passed into
history.

One of our members, Terry Moore, used
to live at Oak Hill in the 40’s and 50’s
and he was asking whether anyone has
any photos of the wartime Home Guard
of which his father was a member.

Hollesley Homeguard HQ during WW2
(The Corner House old school)

As you probably know, I often visit my
cousins in Hollesley and the Village
Voices certainly keeps me up to date
with the happenings in my old village.

R.E.Copping
Cotsmore, Rutland

When we moved into the Corner House in
the mid 60’s we found a number of Home
Guard posters left from wartime. Although
deteriorating with age, this one was still
recognizable showing a German soldier in
full uniform. (Editor)

Dear Editor,

Please find my cheque to renew the
subscription for Village Voices. An
excellent magazine, well produced, and a
joy to read. Photographic content
outstanding.

Alec Burwood. Earls Colne, Essex
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Dear Editor,

I know some of your readers are
familiar with ‘The Countryman’
magazine. Reading Laurie Forsyth’s
excellent and interesting account on
Dunwich in the May issue brought back
memories of an incident concerning my
father (known as Jack Lyon to those
who worked at St Audry’s), and his
sister. 

Before WW2 they visited Dunwich
following high seas and storms. At the
crumbling cliff’s edge they found a
human skull and brought it home. They
both spent a restless and guilt-ridden
night. After all, their father was a lay
preacher and would not have approved!

So, following a discussion over breakfast
the next morning, they packed up the
skull, climbed aboard my father’s
motorcycle and sidecar, and returned to
Dunwich. They then buried the skull
with due solemnity and a prayer.

Some years later my aunt sent my father
a china Baccy-jar in the shape of a skull
as a reminder. This stayed in the family
for many years until it was broken by
one of my boisterous teenage sons. 

Valerie Winchester

Dear Editor,

As promised in the May edition here is
another mystery in the old churchyard
about a military headstone which has on it
just ‘A member of the Merchant Navy’ and
the date. Being ex-Navy myself I know
that these bravest of men during the war
were classed as civilians and therefore not
entitled to a military headstone

The War Graves Commission stated that
there were only 3 or 4 Naval headstones.
Local people said this had been a body in
military uniform. So I wrote to the German
Embassy and found out that the grave
belongs to Lance Corporal Werner
Stahlschmidt, aged 22. On 17th December
1962 he was exhumed and re-buried in the
Military Cemetery at Cannock Chase:
Block 5, row 14, grave no. 324. I was the
only person to know this, for Martlesham
and Woodbridge Police had no idea what
had gone on under their noses.

Next month I will tell you about the secret
of Shingle Street, and for those still about
in 2021 when everything will be divulged,
they will see how close I was to the truth.

Peter Bingham
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Oak Hill Residents Association
AGM 2nd June 8.30 pm  •  Hollesley Bay Social Club

This Association was formed in 1998
mainly due to the Home Office imposing
service charges upon Oak Hill and
surrounding properties, which were once
owned by them.

Some members of the present committee
have been involved since that time.
However in recent years it has been
evident that individuals have been reluctant
to join the Committee which meets 4 times
a year. The AGM gives an opportunity to
hear the views of families young and not
so young, living in Oak Hill.  

For instance, the Parish Council has 

been unsuccessful in two grant bids to
provide play equipment on the open space
behind the Staff Club.  With your help and
therefore a greater involvement from the
Association, there is more chance that a
future application might be successful.

Firstly we urge you to attend the AGM on
the 2nd June, and secondly we ask you to
take a moment to ask yourself ‘Could I give
a small amount of my time to improve the
lives of myself, my family and my
neighbours?’ If the answer is YES, then
consider joining your Association.                 

Oak Hill Residents Association

RSPCA sponsored walk to help our pets

On 28th June my son James (age 14) and I
are hoping to complete 18 miles of the
annual Orwell Walk along the banks of the
river Orwell.  We are going to raise money
for the RSPCA Animal Home at
Martlesham.  

Due to financial difficulties many people
are unable to care for their pets, and the
RSPCA are having lots more animals enter
their Home which means they are 
having to find extra income to fund 
additional daily feeding costs and vet fees.  

We have adopted numerous animals from
the Home at Martlesham, which is why
James and I are hoping to raise much

needed funds through sponsorship of our
efforts.  If you would like to sponsor us to
reach our 18 mile goal please contact me. 

With many thanks from 
Lucy and James Butler 411073
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The Welcome Club at Felixstowe

The Welcome Club at ‘The Hut’

Nearly 30 members of the Welcome Club spent a lovely day at ‘The Hut’, Felixstowe on
7th April. The weather was beautifully sunny, although there was a brisk wind. Some
managed a walk along the prom to watch the sea, the ships, and enjoy the flowers. All
enjoyed a lunch of fish and chips before returning home on the coach on a scenic route
via the docks. 
A big ‘thank you’ to Marian Collins and Di Barnard who arranged the day, assisted by
many willing helpers. (Helen Macleod)

Wedding of the Year
This was another successful production by Hollesley Players in the capable hands of
Lydia Calvesbert and her team of actors and ‘behind the scenes’ assistants.  The play is
pleasantly set in the living room at the Murchinson home where Alison lives with her
mother, Mary, and Uncle Frank. He decides that Alison – who considers herself
unattractive and ‘on the shelf’ – should enter the ‘Wedding of the Year’ competition.  She
gradually agrees, and he goes ahead with the arrangements, including inviting an up-
market designer to make the bridal gown. BUT who is to be the bridegroom?  How about
the boy-next-door, the clumsy accident-prone Mervyn?  
Six weeks later the wedding day arrives. Harry arrives too late with the dress he has
designed; it does not fit, and Mervyn announces he is not getting married!  Alison is
delighted as she and Harry have fallen in love!  Instead of a wedding they celebrate their
engagement, and possibly that of Mary and Mervyn’s father, Bill.  Mervyn is happy to
remain single and carry on trying to make a success of his inventions!
This was a most amusing and excellently well cast and presented play, helped  by the
elderly aunts, Honor and Matty who only speak in proverbs, Aunt ‘Cilla, who lives
upstairs; and Peggy, a critical neighbour who is sure HER daughter will win the
competition! Well done Hollesley Players.  We look forward to your next production!         

Pat Shannon
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Shingle Street Coastguard

Shingle Street

Hi, everyone. There were 2 callouts in the past month.

April 27th at 1605 we were called to Bawdsey Ferry where a kite surfer was in
difficulties drifting in a north easterly direction from the Deben Buoy. He eventually
came ashore under Bawdsey cliffs and we assisted him back to Bawdsey Ferry. The
Bawdsey boat took him to Felixstowe Ferry and he was then taken to his home by
Felixstowe Coastguard. He was a bit shaken but OK.

May 11th at 1745 we were called to
Orford after the harbour master had
reported that the charter boat Lady
Florence was dragging her anchor and
was drifting in a westerly direction. On
arrival we spoke to the skipper who was
waiting for a replacement starter motor
and was going back onto his mooring
after he had fixed it.

At the station. Richard Clarke has stood
down as station officer with Peter
Sproxton taking over, and yours truly
taking over as deputy station officer.

That’s it for now. Until next time, safe
passage.                           Roy Clark
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Shepherd and Dog Darts
On April 8th there was a Pairs competition at Woodbridge Football Club. The Shepherd
entered 4 pairs, 3 of which were knocked out in the first round. S Copping and M
Lennard were beaten in the second round by the pair of county players from Woodbridge
FC.
The final important league game of the season was on April 15th away against Leiston
CC. Dean Bailey was captain for the night. G Creed and S Copping gave the Shepherd a
2 – 0 lead. L Copping then lost 2 – 0. This was followed by wins of 2 – 0 to J Copping
and D Bailey. C Lennard played last but lost 2 – 1.
Jeanette Knights played Diane Wright for the ladies’ champion. Jeanette required just one
leg to share the title. Diane won the first leg and they were neck and neck in the second.
Jeanette’s dart for bullseye hit the target and then fell out only for Diane to hit her double
with the next pitch and so win the match and the title.
In the doubles, of the league match, James Knights and S Copping won 2 – 1. Matt
Lennard and G Creed also won 2 – 1 and Phil Knights and D Bailey won 2 – 0. The
match result was Leiston 2 Shepherd and Dog 7 Having won our game we waited to hear
how Woodbridge FC had faired at Grundisburgh. Unfortunately for us the result went to
Woodbridge by 6 games to 3, meaning that they were champions and we had to be
content with second.

Shepherd and Dog Darts
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League final table     P    W     L      F-A   Pts Legs diff

Woodbridge Football Club    12    10     2    66-42   30   +43

Hollesley Shepherd and Dog    12     9     3    73-35   27   +61

Wickham Market George    12     9     3    61-47   27   +26

Grundisburgh Dog    12     6     6    53-55   18     +1

Orford Sports Club    12     6     6    43-65   18    -39

Leiston Constitutional Club    12     2    10    45-63    6    -40

Woodbridge Legion    12     0    12    37-71    0    -60

Ladies final table     P    W     L      F-A   Pts Legs diff

Leiston Constitutional Club    12   10     2    22-6   30   +16

Hollesley Shepherd and Dog    12   10     2    21-7   30   +14

Grundisburgh Dog    12     7     4    15-12   21   +3

Orford Sports Club    12     6     6    13-13   18    even

Woodbridge FC    12     5     7    13-14   15    -1

Wickham Market George    12     2    10      6-20    6    -14

Woodbridge Legion    12     1    10    2-20    3    -18

SHEPHERD & DOG INDIVIDUAL RESULTS

PLAYER Played Won Lost F-A %

J Copping 12 10 2 22-8 83

G Creed 9 7 2 15-6 78

SHEPHERD & DOG INDIVIDUAL RESULTS
PLAYER Played Won Lost F-A %
J Copping 12 10 2 22-8 83
G Creed 9 7 2 15-6 78
C Lennard 10 7 3 16-9 70
D Bailey 10 7 3 15-10 70
S Copping 9 6 3 15-9 67
J Knights 9 6 3 14-8 67
L Copping 11 6 5 14-12 54
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Hollesley Short Mat Bowls

Visiting top of the table Stonelodge, the
Hares suffered a 5 – 1 defeat. H Brown, I
Dearn and B Clare put in a good
performance with a draw on their mat
against a very strong team. A 6 – 0 win
against the Hawks from Ipswich put the
Hares in third place in the league. Another
6 – 0 win over the Sparks kept them in a
final third spot in the table.
In the Deben league Hollesley B lost to
Butley B, 6 – 0, and Hollesley A beat
Butley A, 6 – 0. Needing a 6 – 0 victory at
Kesgrave to keep in touch with the league
leaders, Hollesley A could only muster a 4
– 2 win, leaving Butley B as the Deben
League champions for the last game of the
season. Butley B were comfortable 6 – 0
winners and proved worthy champions.

On Sunday 5th April Hollesley held their
open day. This again was won by a Butley
trio. Hollesley’s J Millbank, R Winchester
and I Dearn were second. K White, B
Bennett and N Smith were third with E
Middleditch, J Fiddes and B Ling fourth.
Many thanks to the everyone who worked
so hard on the day.
Club Winners: 3 WOOD TRIPLES K
White, J Fiddes and J Leck. (Runners-up:
B Clare, N Smith and B Ling.) PAIRS G
and I Dearn. (Runners-up E Middleditch
and B Ling.)
OVER 60s singles N Smith. (Runner-up H
Brown) 4 WOOD SINGLES H Brown.
(Runner-up R Hayward)           N. Smith

Deben League Table 2008 – 2009
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Deben League Table 2008 – 2009

Pos Team P Won Drawn Lost Shots for Shts Ag’st Diff Points

1 Butley B 10 9 0 1   426   287 +139   50

2 Hollesley A 10 7 0 3   417   365  +52   36

3 Hollesley B 10 5 0 5   354   352  +2   31

4 Kesgrave B 10 2 0 8   318   392  -74   22

5 Kesgrave A 10 4 0 6   339   363  -24   21

6 Butley A 10 3 0 7   335   430  -95   20

Village Walk

Saturday

13th June 9.30am

Upper Hollesley Common

Meet Red Lodge Car Park

Come and see the ponies!

Nick Mason  411150

Village Walk

Saturday

13th June 9.30am

Upper Hollesley Common

Meet Red Lodge Car Park

Come and see the ponies!  

Nick Mason  411150



In midsummer the Sun reaches its
maximum altitude in the sky, and the full
moon is then at its lowest, struggling to
climb clear of the horizon throughout the
night. June is thus a good time to look out
for the Moon Illusion – a much debated
topic which still arouses controversy. This
refers to the observation that the full Moon
appears to be much larger when it is close
to the horizon than when it is high in the
sky. In fact careful photographic
measurements show that the moon is
exactly the same size regardless of its
altitude, but something in the scene
deceives our eye.

Full Moon Rising

The Greek philosopher Aristotle wrote the
oldest known account of the Moon Illusion
in about 350 BC. He initially attributed the
effect to the atmosphere, which he said
magnifies the moon near the horizon,
although later he changed his opinion.  The
Earth’s atmosphere does indeed affect our
view of the Moon when it is near the
horizon, but it tends to slightly reduce the
height of the Moon, it does not magnify it.
Atmospheric dimming and colour changes
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when subjects are low in the sky also have
important effects on our impression of
their distances. 
The illusion is sometimes explained as a
consequence of our eye and brain system
comparing the lunar disc with adjacent
terrestrial objects – trees, buildings etc on
the horizon. When the Moon is high in the
sky, it is far away from such comparison
objects, and the illusion fails. However this
explanation is unsatisfactory – the horizon
Moon still appears to be large even when
seen over the open sea or from aeroplanes,
where there are no nearby landmarks. 
Other suggested explanations invoke our
unconscious perception of the sky as a
‘flattened dome’ – our sense of distance is
conditioned by our familiarity with clouds,
and we tend to imagine the sky overhead
to be closer than that near the horizon. 
None of these suggestions is universally
accepted, but a simple exercise might
convince us that the illusion does indeed
have something to do with the operation of
our own perceptions. When the full Moon
is just rising in the East (around dusk on 6-
8th June) look at it carefully and try to
gauge its apparent size. Then turn your
back to the Moon, bend over and look at
the Moon between your legs. Most people
find that the Moon now looks normal size.
The absence of normal distance cues, the
unfamiliarity of the posture, and the
removal of expectations from past
experience all help to diminish the illusion. 
All this should caution us to remember that
the world around us is only the world that
we ourselves perceive – it may not be quite
the same as the world seen by others. So
make sure the neighbours are not watching
if you try this exercise – they might see the
beginnings of lunacy.

Ray Larsen

Skywatching – the moon illusion
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Suffolk Punch Trust
My, what a busy month we’ve had! There
have been 4 significant events I want to tell
you about.

Hello Mum

As you can see from the picture, we’ve
seen the safe arrival of our 3rd foal (a
filly). Both mare and foal are doing very
well and the foal is getting on very well
with our 2nd foal born 2 days earlier: it
warms the heart watching them play in the
paddock.

We had our Grand Prize Draw on 8th May
and I’m pleased to say one of the prizes
went to a Hollesley village resident. Thank
you for all your support with buying tickets
and attending the Grand Prize Draw event.

The Suffolk Punch Trust attended The
Woodbridge Show; in addition to our
normal entries we entered the Stallion
Class with ‘Besthorpe Achilles’ which was
a first for the Trust. In the safe and very
capable hands of Tracey Pettitt, he was
awarded a respectable 3rd place. As he is
only 4 years old and not yet fully matured,
this was a very encouraging result.  

Tracey turned him out beautifully as you
can see, and I think it was a job very well
done and a sign of great things to come.

Besthorpe Achilles

As you may know we had a fairly
significant muck heap fire at the stud. I
would like to thank our neighbours
especially Noelle Gore who was the first to
alert me, followed by many phone calls to
ensure we were aware of the fire. Your
concern and phone calls were very much
appreciated. I can assure you none of the
horses were in any danger or sustained any
injuries and there was no damage to
buildings or machinery. The Suffolk Fire
Service did a fantastic job in extinguishing
the fire quickly and staying on site to
dampen down for a number of hours.

Don’t forget to visit our website and
checkout the fundraising events for 2009
on the ‘Press’ page
www.suffolkpunchtrust.org.
suffolkpunchtrust@hotmail.com
Tel: 07841-778658 (evenings and
weekends only)
Take care! Tara Foy
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The Barn Café, Butley

Jacki and Arthur
Do not expect regular, familiar fare when you visit the Barn Café. Jacki Smith delights in
surprising her customers with unusual creations, which have developed from her 22 years
of cooking on the French Mediterranean coast. The opportunity to run the Barn Café
came out of the blue, and just two weeks later it became a reality. She sources much of
her food from a Kelsale farmer; meat comes from a butcher in Orford, and she grows a
lot of the produce for the vegetarian cooking in which she excels.
The barn is owned by artist/sculptor Honor Surie and her husband, Graham Hussey, an
architect. They bought the building in 1982. The thatched, weather-boarded structure was
part of Neutral Farm and had been used as a stable, housing Suffolk working horses until
the 50’s; the year 1795 is carved into its timber. After renovation by Graham Hussey it
won the Suffolk Preservation Society’s ‘Best Barn Conversion’ 1990 award and was used
as artist studios. Later, it became the Barn Café.
Simplicity rules at the café, and the whole experience is warm and welcoming. Visitors
first meet Arthur, Jacki’s Spinoni/Labrador, and then enter the thatched barn with its
beams, flower-decked tables and a large hanging mobile of a gannet in flight. Jacki likes
her café small and personal: she loves to chat to her customers from the kitchen door or
from behind the counter. This personal and close contact can’t flourish in busy, noisy
eating places where staff and customers are obliged to hustle. If a customer wants a
boiled egg instead of what’s on the menu, then it’s ‘of course you can!’
So that’s the Butley Barn Café: excellent home-made food with a difference, and friendly,
personal service. And just a short drive from Hollesley, Boyton, Capel and Shingle Street.
It’s best to book. (01394 450800)

Laurie Forsyth
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Coast to Coast cycle ride for charity

I am Matt Donaldson from Hollesley. I have organised and am taking part in a cycle ride
to support Orchid Cancer Trust. The challenge is to ride mountain bikes off-road from
coast to coast, from St Bees on the Cumbria coast to Robin Hoods Bay on the North
Yorkshire coast from 1st June to 5th June. This 220 miles ride climbs over 20,000 feet.
The Coast to Coast route crosses three National Parks, the Lake District, the Yorkshire
Dales and the North York Moors. There will be plenty of steep gradients and rough going
over several high passes in the Lake District, then across country, between Richmond and
Osmotherley before more gruelling climbing over the Cleveland Hills and North York
Moors. As well as a challenge, the route is renowned for its beautiful scenery, including
the valley of Borrowdale, historic Richmond, and the heather-covered plateaux of the
North York Moors. 

With friends Derek Cawston, Dan Webb and Paul Ross we want to raise money and say a
huge thank you to Orchid. Stefan Cawston, son of Derek, one of my oldest friends, has
had a tough few years fighting testicular cancer and has undergone High Strength
Chemotherapy and Stem Cell Transplants. 
Derek has run the London Marathon and Paul and I completed an epic cycle ride in the
Dolomites in northern Italy to raise funds for Orchid and show support for Stefan whilst
he was battling cancer whilst still in his teens. Stefan was hoping to ride too, but has had
a set-back and his place has been filled by Dan. 

Please support me via my web page https://www.bmycharity.com/V2/orchidc2c2009  or
01394 411589 to make a sponsorship pledge.
Every penny donated will go to Orchid as we
are funding the trip entirely from our own
pockets. I am a keen cyclist, racing in events
around the Eastern Counties and I can often be
seen on the roads around the area completing
hours of preparation to race and complete this
ride.                                  Matt Donaldson

Matt – training in Spain February 2009
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From our Country Kitchen

Samphire grows on the
mud flats in the Deben and
Butley rivers. It is very
tasty, full of vitamins, good
for the digestion, and free. I
usually pick it, trying not to
pull up the roots, in June
and July as it tends to go
stringy later in the year. It is
very easy to cook – just
give it a good rinse, pick off
any brown bits and drop it
into a pan of boiling
unsalted water. Bring the
water back to the boil and
cook for one minute. Take off the heat and drain into a sieve. 
It is quite delicious as it is but you can add butter or olive oil if you wish. I usually serve
it with fish, but if you add some new peas or broad beans and crispy fried pieces of
streaky bacon it makes an excellent light lunch or starter.

Strawberries June is also a month for strawberries. One of the easiest ways to deal with
a surplus is to blitz them in a liquidiser, pour into small pots and freeze. Add to orange
juice for a great smoothie.                                                                Pauline Austerfield

Indian Harvest restaurant at The Swan In April this year the kitchen and restaurant at
The Swan in Alderton were taken over by the Indian Harvest Restaurant and the place
was given a makeover.
They offer a large range of Tandoori and curries from all parts of India plus an excellent
selection of rice and Naan. A proper Tandoori oven has been installed and a chef brought
up from London. Vegetarians will be pleased to note that they are well catered for. They
offer a takeaway service which has a 20% discount on restaurant prices. Peter and Pat are
still at the bar so you can enjoy a drink at the pub as well. The restaurant is open from 6
to 11pm. In addition Peter intends to open the bar at lunchtimes over the summer.
Pauline and Stewart Austerfield
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Hollesley Parish Council
Annual Parish Meeting 16th April

1. Dennis Driver, Chairman, thanked members for their work in the past year. The
seat has been replaced at the bus stop at Duck Corner. Changes will be made to 
the bus services following the return of the Suffolk County Council 
questionnaire. The successful caravan rally has helped the dwindling resources 
of the Village Hall and a dog training week is also planned.

2. Roger Marsh, the landowner and Suffolk Wildlife Trust were trimming 
branches on the Common to give greater warning of deer crossing the road.

3. Barry Towler said there had been no major tidal surges in recent months. More 
volunteers are needed to assist villagers in the event of an emergency.

4. Rosemary Clarke, County Councillor, said there was a small increase in 
Council Tax to 2.45 %. We recycle 50% and there will be a new waste facility 
by 1014. Plans for Sustainable Transport will involve phoning a single number 
and more choice with a faster service for the disabled and elderly. Extra funding 
was allocated to CAB and the Credit Union. More help is being given to children
including helping youngsters improve their exam grades. Suffolk Constabulary 
have received more funding. Crime rates are low under the Woodbridge Safer 
Neighbourhood Scheme. There is a horse-watch scheme for the Suffolk Punch 
horses, and travellers have been moved off the Common.

5. Philip Ryder Davis, Suffolk Punch Trust, said that 1.5 million pounds had 
been spent in the 3 years since the Suffolk Punch took over the stud. 
Fundraising, Open Days and support from the public had covered the costs. Up 
to 500 children from London and Suffolk would be able to visit the Trust each 
year. A new Education and Administrative building will be built by next spring, 
which will be a visitor attraction and will raise more funds. There will be a paid 
Manager and Education Manager, a garden with local plants, 2 circular walks 
and an environmental pond. Redpoll cattle will be introduced along with the 
Suffolk Punches and Suffolk sheep.

6. Declan Moore, Governor, Hollesley Bay Colony reported a successful year, 
98% full, with around 365 inmates and just 17 absconds. There were no sex 
offenders and no problems. Prisoners had carried out work in the grounds of  
Kelsale Parish Church, Hollesley Primary School; made a nature garden at 
Saxmundham Primary School and helped to run the Tuesday Club for Hollesley 
residents.

7. Rhona Sturrock, District Councillor, reported on the continuing boundary 
discussions. There is a new holiday guide for Suffolk. 23 more affordable homes
are planned. 25,000 free bus passes have been issued and free swimming is now 
also available for pensioners. There has been an 85% rise in unemployment from
670 to 1528.

There was an opportunity to talk to Councillors over refreshments after the meeting. 
Next AGM April 15th, 2010.

Just a handful of villagers attended the Annual Parish meeting. This was very
disappointing as it shows little support for the Parish Council and the work they do on a
voluntary basis to help the village. (Editor)




