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June diary

Regular events

Mondays Yoga, 7.30pm, HollesleyVillage Hall Elly Lloyd 412053

Mothers’ Union, 1.30pm, BawdseyVillage Hall Pat Fleetwood 410409

Tuesdays Welcome Club, 2pm Marian Collins 411262

Hollesley Bay Day Centre Audrey Shelcott 411776

Mobile Library

Wednesdays Edward Bear Club, 10.15–11.15am Stella Moore 411749

Badminton, 8pm Chris Andrews 411126

Thursdays Judo Club Julie Jolliffe 410483

Parent & Toddler Group Kerry Simoes 411603

Mobile Police Station, 8.45–9.45am

Womens’ Institute, 7.30pm Gina Forsyth 411727

Sundays Sunday Shape Up, 10–11am, HollesleyVillage Hall Beck Williams 07956 
622330

Table Tennis, 4–5pm, BoytonVillage Hall Andrew Cassey 411720

Dates for your diary

Saturday June 4th Boyton Community Group, 9–11am, The Smithy, Boyton

Saturday June 4th Boyton Coffee Morning, 10–12

Saturday June 4th Deben Quiz, Sutton Village Hall, 7.30pm

Saturday June 4th – Sun 5th Sutton Flower Festival (see poster on page 10)

Sunday June 5th Open Gardens, Birch House, Lodge Road, Hollesley

Thursday June 9th Hollesley WI Open Meeting

Friday June 10th Copy deadline JulyVillageVoices

Saturday June 18th Hollesley Fete

Saturday June 18th – Sun 19th Bawdsey Flower Festival

Saturday June 25th Bromeswell Fete, 2pm,Village Hall

Sunday June 26th Shottisham Open Gardens

Sunday June 26th Charity Pub Quiz, Shepherd & Dog, 8pm

Thursday June 30th Last day for bulk oil purchase

To have your event listed here, please contact
Debbie Pipe on 01394 411976 or email diary@villagevoices.org.uk
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From the Editor

‘Sumer is icomin’ in,          
Lhude sing cuccu!’

Middle English (Anon)

Dear friends,
How fortunate we are to live in such a peaceful part of the
Suffolk countryside. The long days of early Summer are
already stretching out before us every morning; each day
hopefully, to be welcomed and enjoyed.

This month’s cover painting by our local water-colourist
Pauline Austerfield is testament to the natural beauty that
surrounds us. It will be one of the raffle prizes at the
Hollesley Village Fete on June 18th. Pauline also supplies
the pen and ink drawings and maps that accompany the
walks which she and her husband, Stewart plan for us each
month. Not only this, she sends in a delicious monthly
recipe, often accompanied by one of her distinctive
drawings. 

Art is certainly the theme for this June issue of Village
Voices. Prominent Vorticist artist, Christian Atkinson is
featured this month in An Artist in our Midst. (p. 4-6) 
His portraits, paintings and sculptures, some in the distinctive Vorticist style (see Blades
above, satin white finish on wood.) may be viewed at his home in Capel St Andrew. You
will be welcome to visit his studio.

Then of course we have our local Open Studio artists. This month we feature Karrie
Langdon and her ceramic sculptures. (p. 15) We do hope you will take advantage of the
good weather in order to visit some of these working studios.

Cheryl Gray
Please note that the opinions expressed in this magazine do not necessarily reflect the
views or policies of the editorial team.

Copy deadline for July issue of Village Voices is Friday 10th June
Cover photo: Butterfly watercolour by Pauline Austerfield

Christian Atkinson ‘Blades’

Email: editor@villagevoices.org.uk

Editor Helen Macleod, Colyton         

The Street, Hollesley, IP12 3QU
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Advertising Mike Adams

Tel 01394 411422

Email mja@ sandlings.co.uk



June 2011 page 4 www.villagevoices.org.uk

Christian Atkinson: an artist in our midst

Christian Atkinson, who has exhibits in the
Saatchi Gallery London, has recently moved to
Capel St Andrew, where his oil paintings and
sculptures are on display and can be viewed by
appointment. On the day we met, the light was
perfect for viewing his many and varied beautiful
artworks which range from portraits and
landscapes to abstracts and sculptures in wood
and stone.

Christian was born in Aldeburgh in 1939 and is
the grandson of Lawrence Atkinson, who has
artworks in the Tate collection. Lawrence, his
grandfather was a member of a short-lived
English abstract art movement, known as the
Vorticists. Formed in London in 1914, its style
was heavily influenced by cubism and futurism.
However, the First World War brought it to a
premature end, due in part to lack of financial
backing.

Christian Atkinson has spent most of his working life as a portrait painter and sculptor.
He took up art seriously in the 1960’s by illustrating book covers, video sleeves and love
stories in women’s magazines. He later operated a factory in the North of England
supplying objects of art of Egyptian, Aztec and Mayan design to all the larger stores in

London and the South of England. 

Christian went on to paint portraits of people in the UK
and Europe. In the holiday season he would gain
permission from hotel managements to create pastel
portraits of hotel guests wearing evening dress. Then,
during the winter months, (in order to make a living)
having taken commissions from some of these sitters, he
would re-paint their portraits in oils. 

In the 1970’s, Christian followed in his grandfather’s
footsteps, becoming fully involved in Vorticism. As can
be seen in the photos on this and the following pages,
these pieces include sculptures, wall plaques and clocks.
Strong, abstract linear shapes dominate these works of
art. A painted metal effect also adds a feeling of great
strength. He has designed structures in metalled effect
on wood, sand-grain finish on wood and sculpted stone
and white satin finish on wood.

Christian Atkinson in his studio

Portrait of Christian’s wife 
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These wall plaques are currently on display in Christian’s studio. They are metalled 
effect on wooden panels and clearly emphasise Christian’s own interpretation of 
the Vortisist style and his continuance of this art form. Note the clearly defined 

angular shapes, hence the links to cubism.

Camargue Run
Christian Atkinson has many oil paintings on display in his working studio: seascapes,
landscapes, animals (mainly horses and swans), nudes and abstracts. As can be seen in his
paintings of horses, they are full of wildness, strength and movement.
What a privilege it is to have an artist of his stature in our midst. I would highly
recommend a visit to his studio in Capel St Andrew - you will not be disappointed.  
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A gallery of Christian Atkinson's work

Before the Race

Running posse of Camargue horses.

Timeflare’created in the Vorticist style

Christian is very happy to accept commissions for portraits or artworks. 
He can be reached via his email: cnatkinson07@gmail.com or tel: 1394 459800

An Open Studio may be held later in the year.

Cheryl Gray
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The answer lies in the soil!
Apologies to Village Voices
readers too young to have listened
to Round the Horne in the 1960’s.
One of Kenneth William’s
immortal characters was radio
garden pundit Arthur Fallowfield,
who in a thick West Country bur
always began his reply to every
spoof question with the firm
opinion that the answer lies in the
soil. And it usually does! Cross the
southwest/northeast line of the A12
and you leave behind the
Sandlings, and enter the Suffolk Claylands. 

As Arthur repeatedly implied, soil makes a vast difference. On ‘our’ side of the A12, we
live in an arid land of gorse, broom, heather, birch and pine: in our gardens, Cistus,
Genista, Solanum, Abelia, Halimium, rosemary, and lavender flourish almost as well as in
their Mediterranean homelands. Our light soil is very sandy, and can blow away or be
washed off the fields all too easily. On the other side of the road, Spiraea, Geranium,
Fuchsia, roses and a legion of other plants enjoy their clayey paradise, where garden beds
can be rock-hard in summer and then turn to a sticky mess in winter. 
Two soils, geographically side by side, but very different. Clay has a structure that
absorbs water: crucially, it also holds it – the rivers that run through the Sandlings to meet
the North Sea all rise on the Claylands of High
Suffolk – whereas our soil is, to put it mildly,
light. Not for nothing is our region called The 
Sandlings, or Sandlands. 

And yet the native flora of our local heaths,
lanes, field boundaries and tracks is superbly
well adapted to the special conditions that
surround us, and so also are the wild plants that
celebrate spring in the heavy clay landscapes on
the other side of the road. Unlike our local
farmers, who have to resort to large-scale
irrigation to sustain a wide range of local crops,
many farmers on clay soils have never had to
irrigate their fields. The record-breaking dry
spring of 2011 is a serious blow to all farmers
in our region. Let’s hope it is just a one-off!

Laurie Forsyth

Irrigation in the Sandlings.
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Hollesley School - celebrating the Royal Wedding

On the day of the Royal Wedding we had
the day off school because it was a
public holiday. Farmers working with
live stock didn’t because pigs and other
animals don’t really know about that sort
of thing! Even though we weren’t at
school on the day we still celebrated it
because Prince William is heir to the
throne and the Royal Family is very
important to us. Also it was important
because it was the first royal wedding in
our lifetimes.
We’re lucky at Hollesley because we have
already met one member of the Royal Family at the Suffolk Punch Stud. This time last
year we both saw Princess Anne who is Prince William’s aunt. It was an amazing day and
we both spoke on the radio!
Lots of us watched the Royal Wedding and we loved it. All the girls in our class loved her
dress and were saying That’s how we want ours! We also talked about the Royal Family at
school. William Lowther-Pinkerton was one of the page boys. As you might already know
he lives close to us. When I was little I went to toddlers with him, pity he doesn’t come to
our school!

In school we had a little party for the Royal Wedding, and we ate what we made at
school. Our class made bread and chocolate cake. We made our own bread, not just for
the fun of it but as science. (The science experiment was to see how yeast makes bread
rise.) 
As if the baking wasn’t enough, we also had our very own Royal Wedding lunch! It was
on the 27th April and the menu included Chicken Royale or William and Catherine
Wheel. For dessert there was delicious ice cream with a love - heart biscuit. In the hall we
had bunting up with the Union Flag, because William is one day to be king. We all very
much liked our lunch and we would just like to say a big thank you to Mrs Beal. But we
still had more surprises to come… 
In my village I got a book mark but not everybody had something so the Friends (PTA)
gave us a souvenir coin each. The coin came from the Royal Mint in Britain. The Friends
of Hollesley thought it would be better to get something from this country than something
from abroad. The coin had Westminster Abbey on the front and William and Kate on the
back. In many years’ time, Mrs Wright said, these might be worth quite a lot as they may
be one of the only souvenirs of the Royal Wedding left! Hopefully we will soon mark the
Royal Wedding on our amazing, massive timeline on the wall in the corridor, then we will
all remember the great day when we walk by it; and remember it for many more years to
come. 

Tabitha Chapman and Luke Coates, School reporters
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From Our Team Vicar

Perhaps, like me, you recently visited
Hollesley Village Hall to enjoy the production
by the Hollesley Players Cut and Run
directed by Lydia Calvesbert. There were
several reasons why the evening was such a
treat. One was the cleverly written and
amusing script; another reason was the skilful
direction and superb acting in bringing that
script to life. The design and work in creating
the set was well done. Knowing the actors
made a difference, seeing both their known
character and their differing stage character.
But what holds all this together in making an
enjoyable evening was their team work on the
day, and also that which was unseen for many
months before: choosing the play, casting the
characters, building the set and rehearsing.
From the time the posters went up, through
the ticket selling, and in the performance and
then the clearing up the day after we could
see their team work built on each having a
valued part to play.

I would hope our church community covering Hollesley and Boyton and the other
villages conveys a similar sense of team work. The church community does not pick its
script, for we are a scene within a bigger, worldwide performance, but we do have to
volunteer for our roles. For most of us the big Director in the sky sees a part we can each
play that we might not have seen to be for us at all. I hope the offering within their lives
made by everyone who is part of the church community is recognised and valued within
the church community; I hope we are prepared to give of our time and, like actors, be
open in portraying who we are; because,
like actors, what we do is not primarily for
our own enjoyment and benefit but for
others. And I hope that all who have contact
in any way with the church may see a
common purpose and sense of belonging.

With warm good wishes,

ALL SAINTS CHURCH
SUTTON

FLOWER FESTIVAL
'THE SANDLINGS'

Saturday June 4th 10am to 6pm
Sunday June   5th 10am to 6pm

Songs of Praise Sunday 5th 6 30pm
Light Refreshments

Hollesley Church
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Team Vicar:

Ruth Hatchett, 01394 412052

Hollesley Churchwardens:

Fred Stentiford, 01394 411469
Pat Shannon, 01394 411214

Boyton Churchwardens:

Malcolm Fleetwood, 01394 410409
Isobel Lilley, 01394 411409

Tower Captain:
Alan McBurnie, 01394 411517

Church ContactsWEEKDAY SERVICES
Wednesday

10.15 Hollesley Church, Edward Bear Club
0-5yrs and their carer(s)

12 noon Sutton - Holy Communion
Thursday

9am Boyton Church - Morning Prayer
Friday

8am Hollesley Church - Morning Prayer
2nd Wednesday

1.30pm Colyton, Hollesley - Prayer Group
1st Thursday

2.30pm Glebe House, Hollesley - Evensong
3rd Thursday

10.30am Glebe House, Hollesley - Holy
Communion

4th Thursday
2pm Mary Warner Homes - Holy

Communion

Day Boyton Hollesley Other Places
2

nd
 June

Ascension
Day

7.30pm Peninsula Service of Holy Communion
at Ramsholt Church

5
th

 June
7

th
 Sunday of
Easter

11.00  P.F
Morning
Praise

9.30 R.H.
Holy Communion

9.30 Shottisham
11.00 Alderton, Bromeswell
6.30pm Sutton

Saturday 11
th

June

1pm          R.H.
Wedding of Paul
Holmes & Laura
Scopes

2.30pm Ramsholt (wedding)

12
th

 June
Pentecost

(Whit Sunday)

9.30     R.H.
Family
Communion
5pm ‘Sing to the
Lord’

9.30 Bromeswell
11.00 Bawdsey, Ramsholt,
Sutton
6.30pm Shottisham.

th
 June Trinity

Sunday

11.00     R.H.
Holy
Communion

9.30     L.C.
Morning Praise

9.30 Alderton, Bromeswell
11.00 Sutton
6.30pm Bawdsey Festival
Songs of Praise

26
th

 June
1

st
Sunday

after Trinity

9.30          R.H.
Holy
Communion

9.30 Shottisham
11.00 Bawdsey, Bromeswell,
Ramsholt

Ministers:      R.H.  Ruth Hatchett – Team Vicar,
L.C.  Lydia Calvesbert – Reader    P.F.  Pat Fleetwood – Lay Elder
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Ticks – your dangerous neighbour!

Surrounded by forests,
woodland and heaths,

we’re fortunate in Suffolk to have plenty of open space.
When you’re out and about this summer – whether it’s
walking the dog in the forest or just pottering in the
garden – keep an eye out for ticks. Ticks peak in
population from April-October, and are found throughout
the UK.  Caused by the bite of an infected tick, Lyme
disease causes a range of unpleasant symptoms which may include a circular red rash,

stiff neck, headaches, extreme fatigue, muscle
and joint pain, disturbances of sight, hearing,
digestive system and sleep. If left untreated it can
progress to the joints, the heart and the nervous
system.  Thetford Forest was recently listed as a
Lyme disease hotspot but we need to be careful
throughout the whole county. The number of
cases of Lyme disease in the UK has been rising
steadily, and so should our awareness. To reduce
the risk of being bitten, we recommend you take

the following precautions:
• Wear long sleeves and trousers
• Wear light-coloured clothing so ticks are easier to spot 
• Use an insect repellent (look for those containing DEET) 
• Keep to pathways and avoid areas of overgrown vegetation 
• Check regularly for ticks on yourself and children. (Ticks mainly bite children above the
waist so you should check these areas carefully, including scalps) 
• Remove any ticks as soon as possible
• Pack a tick remover 
Ticks can be hard to spot: they can be as small as a
full stop. Remove them immediately with a tick
removal tool or fine pointed tweezers. Gently pull
the body away from your skin directly outwards,
without jerking. Do not try to pull the tick out with
your fingers. Burn it or cover with chemicals.

Treatment
If you have been bitten by a tick and notice any of the above symptoms, seek medical
help immediately. Diagnosed and treated early, Lyme disease can be treated successfully
with antibiotics. NB: tick bites do not itch like mosquito bites, so awareness is important
to aid diagnosis. 
For more information visit: www.lymediseaseaction.org.uk.

Helena Hamlyn, LDA
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May 5th 2011 local election results

1. Suffolk County Council – Wilford Ward

(by-election after the untimely death of

Rosie Clarke).

Andrew Reid (Conservative) was elected.

2. Suffolk Coastal District Council – Hollesley with Eyke Ward.

Jane Marson (Conservative) was elected.

3. Hollesley Parish Council:  The following eleven were elected :

Tony Barnard Colin Beecroft Chris Clement

Richard Coles Dennis Driver Jenny Friend

Angela Lawrence Alan Shelcott Cyril Stammers

Andrew Stebbens Chris Walker

4. Boyton Parish Council:  The following six were elected :

Andy Cassy Ali Crawford Richard Jesty

Kay Lane Andrew Greenwell Fred Stentiford.
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Karrie Langdon

I am a new artist to Suffolk Open Studios and very excited to be opening my studio in
June. I create contemporary ceramic and mix media prints. I am a mostly self-taught artist
and I develop my work through experimentation. This makes
opening the kiln very exciting as I am not sure what I will
find. I am interested in the natural environment and man’s
impact on it and my latest ceramic work is called Impressions.
Impressions 1 is a piece in a series exploring ideas of man’s
presence being recorded as an impression in the landscape.
The sandy ground in my local area has preserved indications
of man’s presence when everything else has been dissolved in
the acidic soil. For example, at Sutton Hoo an Anglo Saxon
ship and a few human burials were preserved as sandy
impressions. 
An old steam powered engine slowly rusting away in a
forgotten part of a field still retains the impression of the
strength it had once used to carve furrows into the land. Its
rusty surface reflects the sandy texture of the soil. The natural
decay processes dissolve the physical presence so in time only 
a trace impression will be left. The idea of how man’s presence 
can be recorded by the environment formed the basis of the work. The aim of Impressions
1 is to highlight the interplay between man transforming the environment into a
regimented, controlled shape and the power of nature to regenerate a natural form. This
constant ebb and flow sets up a feeling of resistance and tension between man and nature.
I plan to further this work by researching the remains of the Hollesley scrap yard, a place
used by man for many years and now returning to nature. I have had to get in quickly, as
soon it will change again, becoming a housing estate. If you would like to pop in to see
more of my work it will be on show in the garage at The Thatch, The Street.

Cut and Run – Hollesley Players
There was much merriment and laughter with Hollesley Players’ production of Cut and
Run. The cast was well chosen in a comedy about NHS versus private medicine in a
tongue in cheek story which we all took 
with a pinch of salt. 
Hollesley Players has many years of
experience, and this production, like others,
was of a high standard, complimented by an
excellent stage set. What a pity that more of
our villagers did not come along to enjoy it.

Helen Macleod

Impressions 1
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Letter page – do please write to us.

Dear Editor, 
A friend of mine is Martin Newell who
writes for the East Anglian and the Suffolk
Magazine. He has just written a  very good
article on Hollesley in this month’s May

edition of the Suffolk Magazine (p.78). It
may be worth a mention in Village Voices.
Martin will again be playing at the Fete
this year with the band Hurricane.

Best regards,
Stewart Austerfield

Martin Newell speaks of the local
community spirit and pride in the pub,
shop, Post Office, Suffolk Punch horses
and the surrounding beauty of the
countryside. He also discusses at length his
own positive experience of Hollesley
Summer Fete last year: 
I began to feel as if I’d stepped back into
the sunnier, gentler past of my distant
childhood. What a wonderful accolade!
(Editor)

Dear Editor,
It was a wonderful surprise to hear the
broadcast with Rob Dunger, from Radio
Suffolk about our magazine Village Voices
and its American connection. It was nice to

hear our editor having a very interesting
conversation with Chris Friar about her 
new magazine Back Porch View and to
wish her every success.
Many thanks to Rob Dunger for giving our
magazine the coverage it deserves. A
shame it was broadcast so early as many of
my friends missed it and if like me, they
don’t have a computer it’s hard to listen
again.

Raymond Middleditch

Suffolk Punch in Hollesley fields at sunrise.
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The Butley Flower Show
The Butley Flower Show will be held on Sunday 24th July 
from 2pm. Schedules are now available with classes for
Vegetables, Flower, Art & Craft, Cookery and Photography;
children have  the option of 4 classes divided into age groups.
The success of the show depends on our exhibitors who range
from those who enter many classes and compete for the cups
and trophies, to those who make just a few entries. The
Challenge cups and trophies are open to residents of Butley,
Chillesford, Capel, Tangham and Wantisden. Entries are
welcome from all-comers who can win the Outsider’s Trophy
and cash prizes in the individual classes.
As a result of support from 2012 Open Weekend in Suffolk 
we are adding some extra activities to mark next year’s London Olympics. You can try
your hand at Archery, and Crisalis Clowning will be at the show to teach a range of circus
skills, demonstrating trick cycling on some very unusual machines! Some of the Flower
Show classes have a sporting theme and there will be a special Olympic Treasure Hunt.
Entry is just £1 and children are free. For more information telephone 
Leslie 01394 450048 or email: butleyflowershow@hotmail.co.uk 

Hawfinch in Hollesley
Hawfinches are about the size of a Chaffinch but are chestnut,
brown and white with a large wing bar and a massive beak. They
use this to gather seeds, their favourite being Hornbeam. They
will crack fruit stones including cherries.
A couple of weeks ago John Smith, from Parsons Hill, told me he
had seen one in his garden. This is quite unusual as they are now
very rare in Suffolk. It was probably a bird on migration. It
reminded me of the occasion I had one in my garden on The
Street, 29 years ago. I know how long ago it was because my
daughter Germaine was 1 year old and she was sitting on my lap by the table, on which
was the New Naturalist book Hawfinch! For the next 3 weeks I ate cherries, placing the
seeds on the bird table and all over the garden, to no avail!
Dartford Warbler update
You may remember that during the severe 2009 – 2010 winter we lost 75% of our
Dartford Warblers. Last summer none were seen on Upper Hollesley Common although
some survived on Lower Hollesley where there is gorse. This last hard winter we feared
the worst as far as this little resident was concerned. They don’t migrate like many other
warblers. The situation, however, is not half as bad as we had feared with plenty of birds
on Lower Hollesley and at least 4 pairs on Upper Hollesley.
Did many of you see the Great Grey Shrike that spent a couple of weeks on Upper
Hollesley? This was quite a popular bird for the twitchers in the county. Happily, fears
that it might take Dartfords do seem to have been off the mark!

Nick Mason.
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Gerry Dewing
Gerry Dewing aged 81 was born in 1929. He was posted to Hollesley as a Second Chief

in the Prison Service, when it was still a Borstal. Prior to joining the Prison Service, he
had served for seven years in the Royal Navy and
obtained the rank of Petty Officer. His duties
included mapping and measuring sea depth when he
was posted to the Mediterranean.
He served in many prisons during his 35 years’
service, including Lincoln, Leeds, Highpoint, East
Church on the Isle of Sheppey and twice at
Hollesley - returning the second time as First Chief.
He retired aged 59 but kept busy. Among other
things he was a School Governor at Hollesley
School. He enjoyed his hobbies, including shooting,
ferreting and fishing and was a great reader. In
recent years he suffered health-wise and will be
remembered by many as he used to ride down to
Hollesley shop in his buggy with his dog Diesel in
tow.
He leaves a wife, Pam, and their two sons, Alex and
Robert and three children from a previous marriage.
Helen Saagi

Mothers' Union Report
The speaker at our May meeting was Margaret Cotton who is the Mothers' Union co-
ordinator for the Away From It All holidays provided by the MU. These holidays are
arranged for families recommended by church, health or social professionals who are in
need of a break. This can vary from a weekend to a week-long stay. As part of her talk
she read some mail received from families who have appreciated their holiday. There are
various reasons for not being able to afford a holiday or arranging a break for themselves.
If you know of such a family, whom you feel may benefit from this, then please pass this
information to Rev. Ruth Hatchett (one of our members).
In April the Rev. Ken Martin from the Seafarers Mission gave a talk and gratefully
accepted three black bags of hand-knitted hats for the seafarers. He sends his own very
grateful thanks to all you busy ladies who have knitted these hats.

Our next meeting will be our annual Coffee Morning Sale with cakes, produce, bric-a-
brac, books and raffle. It will be held on Saturday 11th June. Every body welcome from
10am at Bawdsey Village Hall. Enjoy a good chit-chat, find some bargains and enable us
to continue to support the various projects the Mothers' Union run nationally and
internationally. Looking forward to seeing you there, meanwhile take care and God bless
you all.

Pat Fleetwood
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Hollesley WI 

Crime doesn’t pay, so the saying goes, but
WI members, Gina, Julie and Rosemary, aka
Prisoners on the Loose might just have
proved these words a fallacy by raising over
£400 for the St Elizabeth Hospice. Their
crime?  Being just crazy enough to take part
in the Great Xscape which was briefly
featured in last month’s issue.  

On a blisteringly hot April Saturday,
along with about 20 other teams in assorted
fancy dress, they took up the challenge of finding their way back to The Maybush Inn at
Waldringfield, having been taken blindfolded, by coach to an undisclosed destination.
They were allowed to use any means to get back. It took just over three hours walking,

accosting unsuspecting passers-by for
directions and hitching a lift with a very nice
young man. All three miscreants were tired but
enjoyed every minute and agreed they would
do it again; their mug shots even made the
centre spread of the EADT!

The sun also shone for our ever- popular
monthly walk – this time with a slight
variation.  After walking to Shottisham, the
Link bus was engaged to return us to Hollesley
- a good way of supporting this very vital bus
service. Next month we aim to use a different

mode of transport – namely the Butley ferry, to take us on the first 
part of a walk to Orford. 

Our speaker for April was Jane Parker who gave an amusing talk on the work of a Suffolk
Registrar entitled Hatch, Match & Dispatch. She generously donated her fee for the
evening to the Great Xscape fund. 

With the Suffolk Show looming large, our
craft group are working hard to perfect their
usual high standard of entry. The recent cake
sale outside the village shop was its usual
triumph. All sold out in no time and £170
was raised; £85 going to the Mike Adams
cancer charity appeal and the balance to WI
funds.

Julie Kitson
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Gina, Julie and Rosemary – prisoners on
the loose!
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All aboard the Link bus at Shottisham!

WI OPEN MEETING
Hollesley WI are having an open meeting on

Wednesday 13th July 7.30
The speaker will be Valuations Expert,
Elizabeth Talbot from Gaze Auctions.

Please come along to what should prove a
very interesting talk (only).  Admission £2.00

Refreshments included.
Everyone welcome
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Builder is good neighbour for RDA

Locally-based contractor Kier Eastern has handed over £800 to Riding for the Disabled
in Hollesley, Woodbridge. The donation comes as a result of Kier Eastern’s safety award
scheme. 

The company board rewards those construction sites that demonstrate exemplary safety
standards with funds to give to their chosen charity. Kier Eastern’s site team at HMP
Warren Hill in Woodbridge were the highest performers and chose to give the money to
RDA. The donation is intended to provide an opportunity for young offenders to continue
carrying out voluntary work at the RDA’s facility at Pettistree Hall Farm in Sutton,
Woodbridge and re-establish themselves in the community.  

Kier Eastern director Nick Bache presented the £800 cheque to Shirley Green, chair of
Riding for the Disabled (Hollesley Group). Shirley commented: We rely heavily on local
busineses like Kier Eastern for funding and we are extremely grateful for this generous
donation. Riding is proven to be extremely therapeutic for people with disabilities; we are
currently able to provide riding lessons for 60 adults and 30 children each week and we
see some really successful results. Donations like this will enable us to continue this
important work into the future.

Nick Bache added: The initiative of recognising excellent site safety performance with
donations to charity has been very popular among our staff, and we are pleased to
continue HMP Warren Hill’s support of this worthwhile charity and recognise the
admirable contribution that Riding for the Disabled makes within the community.

Jane Mason

Pictured, l-r in front of carriage:  manager Paul Kenworthy, RDA chair Shirley Green, 
Christine Leggett from the RDA and Kier Eastern director Nick Bache with RDA volunteers.

C
on

tr
ib

ut
ed



June 2011 page 27www.villagevoices.org.uk

From the horse’s mouth – Riding for the Disabled

I can’t remember when I was last requested to write a blog for you all but I do remember
describing myself, rather immodestly, as black and beautiful and with a name like Bella,
what would you expect? If you’ve got it, flaunt it I say! I reckon I could have passed as
one of those lovely glossy black Household Cavalry horses at the Royal Wedding, given
another hand in height; dream on! A great wedding even though our side was a bit let
down by one of the horses bolting. I would never have done that! Back down to earth and
the everyday life of an RDA pony. Don’t get me wrong, I know we bring joy and delight
to our clients, but it is good to dream occasionally. 
What we have to be very careful of at this time of year is Laminitis. With this year’s dry
weather, it hasn’t been too bad, but if it rains the grass grows quickly and is so sweet and
rich we ponies can’t help  gorging on it. If you had been on dry hay for months what
would you do? Sadly Lucy is rather
susceptible and two weeks ago her neck
started to thicken and she had pulsating
pains in her leg. She was in such pain 
that she just could not move. Fortunately
Jo, one of our carers, acted quickly and
called the vet who gave her an injection.
This deadened the excruciating pain
enabling her to walk again. I tell you,
Laminitis is not to be taken lightly!

Our Group continues to involve itself in
activities outside our area and last 
weekend two of our helpers went to St Albans for an RDA riding competition. It does no
harm to have a bit of a challenge and we shall know the results at the finals in July.

Well, there was great excitement in the yard on Friday 6th May. We were playing host to
several visitors from the Kier Construction Company who are currently carrying out
construction work at HMP Hollesley. Kier had won a Safety Award and very kindly
decided to donate the sum of £800 to our Centre. I mean, how lucky can you get? We had
no idea they even knew of our existence and are all very grateful knowing that the money
will be well spent on new fencing, which is urgently needed.
Talking of urgency, we continue to need your help to operate our classes. Health & Safety
rules demand volunteers help oversee every client who is taken for a ride or drive.
Hopefully we will not have to cancel any classes through lack of helpers.

The recent local election reminded me of my old Gran; they would harness her up to the
dog cart and she would bring the old folk in the village to the polling station. We should
try this in future, it might help the turnout. I might just blog the Coalition!

Bye for now, 
Bella.
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Walk to Shingle Street and Hollesley Marshes

This is a walk of two halves. The first part features the Hollesley Nature Reserve and
Nick Mason has provided us with details of what birds should be arriving this year. Then
a walk behind Shingle Street with a walk back along the road. 
Approx 5 miles. (2 hours)

1. Park at the Hollesley Pumping Station. Return to the road, bear left, walk over the
bridge to the footpath sign on the right. 

2. Go through the wooden gate and follow the path up. There is an information board
about Hollesley Marshes Nature Reserve on the left. We saw Shelduck and
Oystercatchers. Follow the path beside the creek, there will be views of the sea and then
up the river to Orford. Carry on along the river wall to the first gate.

3. Walk left down the bank and follow the grass track westwards [there are no footpath
signs]. Go through the metal gate, bear left and carry on up the track.

4. At the prison take the second left road to Shingle St./Hollesley. Follow the road up.

5. After Hoxon unit, (the prison) bear left down the restricted byway and continue to the
road. Go straight on, past Dumboy Cottage and return to the start point.
6. Take the footpath to the right of the pill box (marked with a yellow arrow.) Follow the
path through Hawthorn and Blackberry bushes until it opens out and there are wide
views: Buckanay and Alderton ahead, Hollesley to the right and Shingle
Street to the left. (Take care on the path as there are a few potholes) We
heard and saw Sedge Warblers, Reed buntings and Skylarks.
7. Carry on to a broken stile, walk round the fence then take the
first left at the white footpath sign. Go through the gardens
to the road.

8. Turn left and walk down the road to the car park. 

Pauline and Stewart Austerfield
Checked by Val Dudley
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Skylark
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List of birds which may be spotted on this walk:

Summer: Reed and Sedge Warblers, Redshank, Oystercatcher, Shelduck
Winter: Brent geese, and other geese, Wigeon, Teal.
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Map for Shingle St. and Hollesley Marshes Walk
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From Our Country Kitchen
Wimbledon Cake
(Provides 6 portions)

• 2 free range medium eggs
• 3 oz caster sugar
• 4 oz ground almonds
• 1/2 tsp baking powder
• For the filling 
• 1/4 pint double cream
• 3 oz fresh ripe strawberries

Heat the oven to 170c/325f/gas mark 3.
Grease and line a 7" loose bottomed cake
tin.
Separate the eggs, putting the yolks into a
larger bowl. Add the sugar to the yolks and
beat with a fork until well mixed and a
paler yellow. Use a hand whisk to beat the
egg whites until they form stiff peaks.
Using a metal spoon, add the whites to the
yolk mixture, gently folding them in. Add
the almonds and baking powder, carefully
folding together until well mixed. Pour the
mixture into the tin and smooth the top. Put
into the oven and cook for 25 to 30 minutes
until brown on top. Remove from the oven
and leave in the tin for 20 minutes. Run a
knife around the side of the tin. Turn the
cake out, remove the paper and cool on a

wire rack. To divide the cake horizontally
take a length of cotton thread, longer than
the circumference of the cake. Position it
around the cake, halfway down, gently pull
the ends of the cotton so it slices through
the cake.
Whip the cream until thick and spread over
the bottom half of the cake. Cover with
sliced strawberries and then replace the top
of the sponge. 

You can fill this cake with anything you
like. It is a good summer cake as it is so
light and I often serve it with summer fruit
compote as a pudding. 

Pauline Austerfield 

Bulk Oil Purchasing Scheme

The Boyton Community Group will be coordinating another bulk purchase of heating 
oil for delivery in early July. Those of you who have already tried the scheme will 

know that the discount of a few pence per litre, adds up to a worthwhile saving on the
price. A combined delivery cuts down on fuel consumption by the tanker and the 

heavy traffic on our roads. Save money and do a bit for the environment! If you would
like to join in, it's simple to do so. Phone Gary or Brenda on 01394 411203 with your

contact details - name, address, phone number, email address (if applicable) and the
number of litres required. The minimum order is 500 litres.

Please put in your order by THURSDAY 30TH JUNE at the latest.
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Notes from Hollesley Parish

council AGM 28 April

Chairman’s Report. Dennis Driver said there could be
changes to the Parish Council following the Election on
May 5th. Our County Councillor Rosie Clarke sadly died
on Christmas Day after a long illness and is greatly
missed by the community.

He thanked Councillors for their regular attendance at
meetings, also Di Barnard and Nick Bingham who have
diligently collected litter in the village. Hedges in the
village had been trimmed, and visibility had been made
much safer by removing a section of hedge at Duck
Corner. The road junction at Bromeswell where a fatality

had occurred will be re-surfaced soon, but there are no plans to improve safety at the
junction. The cemetery has been tidied up, trees pruned and there are plans for a deer
fence to be erected. The Chairman thanked Chris Clement for improvement in the
appearance of the Pub forecourt and also Noelle Gore, the Clerk for all her work with the
Parish Council.  The planned development at W.J. Mills which should have started has
been further delayed as investigations take place to see whether there are lizards on the
site.

The District Council report from Rhona Sturrock was read by the Clerk. Council Tax
has remained unchanged but 15% savings have still been made. There is a power shift
towards people in the community making their own decisions. 270 affordable homes have
been built last year and it is possible to build on garden sites in some circumstances.

Governor Declan Moore reported from Hollesley Bay that numbers had increased to
365, including some life prisoners and arsonists, but no sex offenders. Ages range from
18 to 73 and there were a few foreign nationals. There is a calm and positive atmosphere
and training programmes aim to equip prisoners with useful life skills on their release.
There had been no absconds in the year.
The prison is liaising with the Suffolk Wildlife Trust to manage an area for wildlife and to
make and put up bird, bat and hedgehog boxes within the prison grounds and in Hollesley
and Boyton churchyards.

Warren Hill has acquired new accommodation in 2010 and Carlford will now close.
Efforts are being made to rehabilitate inmates and to reduce noise from the windows. 
The former Hollesley Bay Social Club will be sold and there is ongoing discussion on
Rights of Way.

PC Andy Warne said that Sutton Heath Police Station is now closed. Woodbridge is  the
new Police Centre. A Mobile Police van still visits Hollesley Pub Car Park on 1st Thurs.
of the month from 8.45 – 9.45am. There is a speed enforcement day once a month.
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Jo Cresdee from Suffolk Punch Trust spoke about improvements that had been made
there in the past year. The farm looks much better and there are now 4 pigs and piglets,
sheep and lambs. The first foal has been born and named Xing (Chinese for Star) and 3
more foals are expected soon. Horses are trained to a higher standard for leisure riders
and drivers and there is to be an indoor school for retraining race horses for leisure riding
and re-homing. The stud is undergoing reorganization to include rare breed cattle, a wild
flower meadow and wetland area for insects. Hedges are being surveyed and maintained.
The Gift Shop and Café have been improved and light meals can be served. There is a
play area for children, and quizzes for them to do.
Discussion is ongoing with Suffolk County Council about a footpath which will be
replaced. There will also be further discussion with the Parish Council about a possible
Permissive Path between Duck Corner and the Water Tower. 

Village Voices was also given the opportunity to give a report for the year, which we did.
The meeting closed with refreshments, giving everyone an opportunity to speak to
councillors and ask questions.

Helen McLeod

There will be a meeting of

HOLLESLEY PARISH
COUNCIL

HOLLESLEY VILLAGE HALL

On Thursday 9 June 2011
At 7.00 p.m.

The meeting will start with a
talk from

The Environment Agency on the
Alde & Ore Futures Project

Time will be available for
questions from residents before

the main meeting.
Public and press are cordially

invited to attend.

Noelle Gore, Parish Clerk

St. Audry's Graveyard

Did you know that two members of
staff from the Record Office in

Ipswich have done a careful survey
of the graves in the cemetery at St.
Audry's?  They have photographed
all the gravestones they could find,

and researched the life stories of four
of the people buried there.  

A display of their findings will be on
show in the Woodbridge library from
April 9th.  Sue Lodwick, one of the
researchers, would be particularly
grateful for any information about

the Jewish section of the graveyard.
She can be contacted at the Record

Office on 01473 584541.
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Hollesley Pre-School

We bring you exciting news! At the end of March we had our 3-year Ofsted inspection.
We are delighted to tell you we have been awarded Outstanding!
This is a massive achievement for the staff, Janice, Lois, Pam and Maria and all the pre-
school committee. Outstanding is not awarded very often, so everyone involved is very
proud.   
Hollesley Pre-School would like to thank everyone in our local community who has
supported us as a registered charity and hope you will continue to support us in the

future. We are holding a Summer BBQ
in July so please look out for our flyers.
We are now looking to recruit children
for September 2011 so 
please spread the word about our
outstanding setting.

Thanks,

Terrie Cornwell-Dunnett,
Chairperson  

Hollesley Pre-School 
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Charity Bag Collection
Thefts

Please be aware gangs of
organised criminals are operating

locally, stealing 
charity bags left out for genuine

collectors or delivering
counterfeit leaflets  purporting to

be a charity, to encourage
householders to leave out items.

Try to ensure the charities you
leave the items out for are

genuine and receive them safely.
Criminals may well be

benefiting from your goodwill.
PC Andy Warne



The Homecoming by Rachel Huws
The overnight rain had stopped, and the first day of May dawned in a blaze of sunshine
and birdsong. The last of the April showers had certainly spring cleaned Mrs Stimpson’s
garden and the streaming morning sunshine just made things sparkle that much more.
Gazing through her kitchen window Mrs Stimpson decided today was a good day for
life’s many pleasures; a stroll in the countryside, a picnic, a bike ride or
even pottering in a well-tended garden, yet she knew that today was 
also a good day to return a cherished item to its owner. 

On May Day 1948, two best friends, Hazel and Rose had played in the
woods at the back of Old Buckton’s Farm in deepest rural Suffolk.
Together on the edge of a field they had discovered an old dented tin;
inside was a photo of a young, smiling woman along with some
unopened letters. Hazel had carefully placed the tin in the pocket of her
cardigan, she was to take it home and hide it in her special keepsakes box under her bed.
Only Rose knew about this new souvenir, and Hazel had never told anyone about her
private collection of treasured items. 
As the years passed and the May Days came and went, Hazel kept her box with her. She
completed school, studied to become a teacher, married a wonderful man, had three
children and moved house five times. 
Now in her final home, Mrs Stimpson, a widow and grandmother had rediscovered her
box of treasures gathering dust in the attic. Amongst the precious spoils of her childhood
was the old dented tin. She now realised that this old curiosity may have been the
cherished correspondence of a lost WW2 serviceman. Had the smiling woman in the
picture lost a sweetheart during the war and was she the addressee on the letters?   Mrs
Stimpson was overwhelmed with guilt for not realising sooner and for not posting the
letters back in 1948. She chose not to open and read the letters, instead she would hand
deliver the tin and its contents to its rightful owner. Though faded, the address on the old
letters belonged to a village some 18 miles further along the coast from Mrs Stimpson’s
own Suffolk home. 

On May Day 2010, Mrs Stimpson’s granddaughter Sophie had volunteered to drive her
grandmother to the inauspicious address on the unopened letters. The journey was tainted
with apprehension. They very nearly turned back at various stages along the way. There
was bound to be a frosty reception, with anger, tears and regret. Also there was the
possibility that the addressee may have moved away, passed away or the property may
not even exist anymore; yet Mrs Stimpson knew she had to carry on. 

It didn’t take them long to find the address once they arrived in the village, after all there
were only a handful of cottages that lined the street. Tulip Cottage assumed its name; the
garden was amass with blooms. Mrs Stimpson nervously clutched the tin as she knocked
on the door. A tense, eternal moment finally passed as the door heaved open. An elderly
lady peered out at Mrs Stimpson. Can I help you my dear? asked the lady. I’m sure you
can, replied Mrs Stimpson, for she instantly recognised that smiling face. 
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Shingle Street Coastguard

Hi Once again,

On 16th April at 1300 a depressed person
went missing in the Bawdsey Ferry area.
Along with the Police we began a search
of the area. The Police helicopter spotted
someone on top of a pillbox. It turned out
to be the missing person, who was taken
home by the Police. On 30th April whilst
out on local patrol in the Capel area we
came across a lady cyclist who had fallen
from her cycle and was suffering from a head wound and concussion. We administered
first aid and stayed with her until the ambulance arrived. Hopefully she is recovering.
On 7th May Thames Coastguard received a phone call from Richard Clarke who was on
his boat preparing to take a party out fishing. He was checking the engine when the cover
fell down and hit him on the head, leaving him with a deep cut. He managed to get over
to the jetty and on arrival was attended to by Andrew Cappel who applied a dressing to
the deep cut. An ambulance was called and he was taken to hospital for a check up.
Thankfully, after having the cut stitched he was cleared to return home.
That's it for now, until next time, safe passage.       Roy Clark

Boyton Mission Greetings

June already! The lazy, hazy, long days of Summer are here again to enjoy, to entertain, to
holiday with the family or just be ourselves; especially in and around our quite remote and
beautiful landscape in which we live.
Jesus loved his long walks with His friends, being entertained and going around and about
healing, teaching and leading by example. He enjoyed His Summers, in and around the
beautiful landscape in which He lived.
How sweet the name of Jesus sounds in a 
believer’s ear. It soothes their sorrows, heals 
their wounds and drives away their fears.
Our preachers for June are: 5th Philip Hunt
(Bredfield), 12th Sam Potter (Bury), 19th Steve
Dart (Hollesley), 26th Kemp (Stowmarket). 
Our services start at 3pm and end with a
fellowship tea. All will be welcomed.

Every Blessing to you,
Steve and Lynda Dart
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I don’t Adam and Eve it!

Local fisherman Grant Williams, who lives in Hollesley, couldn’t
believe his eyes! Whilst all-night fishing at Shingle Street he heard
footsteps and a-scrabbling of pebbles. At first he thought they
must be deer but as the light came through at dawn he realised that
they were otherwise! Who was more surprised?

Nick Mason

Bettaprint • Design • Print • Digital

w o o d b r i d g e
l i m i t e d

01394 386628 •  bettaprint@unicombox.co.uk  
1 Carlow Mews Church Street WOODBRIDGE Suffolk IP12 1EA

A Family Run Business

Full Colour Design • Brochures • Magazines • Newsletters
Letterheads, etc & General Printed Stationery

Colour/Black & White Digital Services
• FREE Delivery Service with in the local area
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Darts – the end of an exciting season

We travelled to Grundisburgh Dog to meet the
Woodbridge Legion in the Final of the Knock-
out cup. Our captain Deano Bailey was beaten
2 -1. Lennard, Hyde and Creed rallied the side,
all winning 2 - 0. Stoney was given a master
class in pitching arrows, well beaten 2-0.
Vincent was on last for the Shepherd and won
2-1. After the singles  it was 4-2 to the
Shepherd. In the first of the doubles games
Deano played first with Lennard. Quite an easy winning game gave us match and cup! 

Roll of Honour
League Top Three 

P W L Pts
Wickham 
Market Legion 12   10     2     30
Hollesley 
Shepherd & Dog  12    9      3     27
Orford 
Sports Club 12    8      4     24

Another year over; still plenty of silverware for the landlord to keep clean and shiny!

Carl Lennard

Sutton Heath Football Club Tournament 2011

After a successful year, Sutton Heath finished their season with their usual five- a a-side
tournament. We give grateful thanks to the players, parents, friends and supporters of
Sutton Heath FC. We  would like to thank this year’s four generous sponsors: Judith and
Bill at Alderton Village stores, The Sutton Plough, Westrope Farms and A.W Polley
Carpentry, as well as John Harwick of Poplar Park for use of his field. 
We would also like to thank Mark and
Val Bevens who every year organise
and run the BBQ. Thanks also to the
coaches and teams who took part.
Without all these people we could not
continue to run a successful club.

Lindy Morling, Sutton Heath Football
Club  

League 3’s Knock-out winners: Bailey, 
Lennard & Creed
League 4’s Knock-out winners: Hyde,
Stone,Vincent & Creed 
Captains /Vice-Captains cup winners: 
Bailey & Lennard
League Cup winners: Shepherd & Dog
League pairs Knock-out runners-up:
Bailey & Lennard
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Local Contacts
Hollesley Village Hall Bookings Christine Gillespie 411562

Boyton Village Hall Bookings Val Murray 410117

Hollesley School Lynne Wright (head teacher) 411616

Welcome Club Marian Collins 411262

Hollesley Womens Institute Gina Forsyth 411727

Mothers Union Pat Fleetwood 410409

Hollesley Players Sharon Culley 01728 688446

Whist Drives Jill Cocksedge 411108

Hollesley Bowls Club Roy Winchester 411564

Indoor Bowls Nigel Smith 411549

Alderton Surgery 411641

Hollesley Badminton Club Chris Andrews 411126

Junior Soccer Keith Banthorp 01473 737474

Judo Club Julie Jolliffe 410483

1st Sutton Brownies Sonja Patterson 420576

Hollesley Pre-school Terrie Cornwell-Dunnett 410492

Hollesley Parent and Toddler Kerry Simoes 411603

Emergency Planning Coordinator Barry Towler 07530 571607

Suffolk Link Bus Sadie 0845 604 1802

Gardening Club Secretary Jane Stearn 411194

Hollesley Parish Council Dennis Driver (Chairman) 411707

Noelle Gore (Clerk) 411032

Boyton Parish Council Keith Lilley (Chairman) 411409

Alan Hall (Clerk) 411432

District Councillor Rhona Sturrock 411082

Hollesley Bay Day Centre Audrey Shelcott 411776

Community Police Offi cer PC Andy Warne 01473 613500

Hollesley Commons Nick Mason 411150

Community Car Service Janet Gardiner 01473 630866

Hollesley Village Fete Pauline & Stewart Austerfield 412169



Stores


