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This month is the 20th anniversary of 
the Great Storm and our feature this 
month includes memories and photos 
from that dramatic night in October 
1987.

Looking forward we include details 
of a large number of events due to 
take place over the next few weeks 
including Boyton’s bonfire spectacular 
(p.15) and harvest supper (p.13), the 
Youth Club’s Halloween night (p.11), 
and an evening of live entertainment 
from local bands (p.29).

This edition of Village Voices is our 
largest yet, at 36 pages. We hope you 
enjoy reading it. If you would like to 
contribute an article to Village Voices 
yourself please write or email Helen at 
the address below.
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As you may remember from previous 
editions of Village Voices, Hollesley 
Primary School celebrated its 130th 
anniversary in July. We had a fabulous 
day with many special guests and 
parents joining us for a service of 
thanksgiving in the church. Staff and 
children dressed as Victorians or as 
close as we could get and remembered 
Hollesley through the years. After the 
service the children proceeded back 
to the school to serve our guests cakes 
that we had made before country 
dances, singing and playing our 
instruments.

For many of the children and our 
guests the highlight of the day was 
the museum that we had created using 
photos and other artefacts kindly 
supplied by past pupils. We all spent 

hours pouring 
over the journals 
that Head 
Teachers used 
to be required to 
keep detailing the 
life of the school. 
These journals 
contained lots of 
fascinating details 
from punishments 
given for bad 
behaviour to who 
won which race 
on sports day! 
The children were 
amazed at what 
we discovered 

together. Thank you to everyone who 
came and celebrated with us, we 
particularly appreciated all being able 
to borrow so many bits of memorabilia.

Our new term

Term has got off to a good start in 
fabulous weather and all the children 
have settled in well. We are looking 
forward to working and learning 
together this year. But can you help us?  
We are always looking to become more 
involved with all those who live near 
the school. If you have some time free 
to listen to children read, then contact 
me at school and I’ll be very pleased 
to give you some more details. Thank 
you.

David Dee (Senior Teacher)

What a very special day it was!
All the latest from Hollesley Primary School

The school band in action
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If aliens had chosen the night of 16th 
October 1987 to land in Rendlesham 

Forest they would have regretted it, 
because on that night twenty years 
ago our villages and a great swathe 
of south east England was visited by 
what is sometimes called Michael 
Fish’s Storm. Most of us call it The 
Hurricane.                  
                                                        
Ena Emmens awoke just after 
2am when the front door of her 
Moorlands home was blown open 
and a tremendous gale was blowing. 
She went back to sleep again until the 
alarm went off, and left the bungalow 
as usual at 5.30am in her red Ford 
Post Office van to collect the mail at 
Woodbridge.

The trees over the heath were no more 
than bushes in those days, and were 
being buffeted sideways by the strong 
wind coming from the southeast. It 
was not until she reached the American 
base at Woodbridge that Ena realized 
the enormity of what was happening. 
All the trees on the left hand side of 
the road had been blown down and she 
just managed to thread her van over the 
grass through the saplings and debris 
on the right of the road.

Undeterred by this she drove on over 
the open road until she approached 
the fork with the road from Sutton. 
There was a mature stand of conifers 
on the right bordered by a few birches. 
The dark conifer wood was being 

Living through the ‘87 hurricane
Twenty years on, Village Voices looks back at the storm and its aftermath
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transformed in front of her eyes! The 
conifers were just being uprooted or 
were snapping off like matchsticks. 
It was a frightening experience, the 
‘snap, snap, snap’ of dozens of 15–20 
foot trees.

On reaching Melton and Woodbridge 
there were large trees down 
everywhere. She drove into the sorting 
office yard just in time as a large one 
crashed down behind her blocking the 
entrance.

By the time Ena returned at 11am the 
Americans had cleared the road at the 
base, but it was a different story in the 
villages. She tried to deliver what little 
mail she had been able to collect, but 
roads were impassable at Brew House, 
Tangham, Capel (where the road was 
also flooded) and Boyton. Much of the 
south east of England had also been 
affected and it was many days before 

mail came in from other places and 
normal deliveries could be resumed.
While Ena struggled to get the post 
through, some of us were blissfully 
unaware of what had happened. Like 
Margaret Legg...

‘I slept very well on the night of 
Thursday 16th October. When I got 
up in the morning, I looked out of the 
landing window at the garden, as I do 
most days, and - what on earth had 
happened to it? The tall trees at the top 
of the garden had disappeared! I called 
to Ken, my husband, and he said it was 
the strong winds in the night. What 
strong winds? I had slept all through 
the hurricane. 

‘Ken wasn’t able to get to work, so we 
took some pictures – clearing up was 
going to need a lot of planning – and 
then went to The Fox to commiserate 
with neighbours. One large stump and 
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root we kept, and incorporated it into 
a garden house to commemorate the 
event. 

‘A more important immediate result 
of the hurricane was loss of electricity. 
We were going to Greece on holiday 
on the following Wednesday, and we 
weren’t reconnected until after we left 
for the airport. I hadn’t been able to do 
any ironing, so I hoped crackle-finish 
was fashionable!

‘A few weeks later, Ken flew from 
Ipswich to Manchester: he said the 
forest areas looked as though boxes of 
matches had been emptied over them!’

The scything winds and toppling trees 
created a wide track of devastation 
wherever the hurricane passed. Helen 
Macleod recalls some domestic and 
forestry problems...

‘Fences, greenhouse and sheds came 
down, as well as the power lines. There 
was no electricity for eleven days. 
Only battery-powered televisions and 
radios worked, and we had to cover 
fridges and freezers with blankets 

to keep them cold. 
Houses with electrical 
central heating got 
chilly, and all the 
schools were closed, 
including Hollesley 
Primary and Butley 
Middle school.

‘Shops ran out of 
candles, paraffin, gas 
canisters and batteries, 
whilst Crane’s were 
unable to use their 
petrol pumps until 
they obtained a 
generator. 

‘Over 90% of Rendlesham Forest fell 
– about 400,000 trees! Logging gangs 
were brought in daily from Thetford 
Forest to salvage as much of the wind-
thrown timber as they could. Every day 
for two years! Incredibly, about 90% 
was eventually sold. Many trees were 
partly uprooted, but are still alive today 
- leaning, snapped-off survivors of a 
night that people who lived through the 
hurricane of 1987 will never forget. 

Margaret and Richard Parsey clearing 
their garden in Bushey Lane

“The conifers were 
just being uprooted 
or were snapping off 
like matchsticks”
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‘Lots of people wish it had happened 
in daylight so they could have gone 
out and taken photographs: luckily, the 
storm peaked in the early hours when 
we were all indoors, and nobody was 
killed.’

In a spIn

Michael Fish would define a true 
hurricane as a very large, strong, 
rotating tropical storm. What we 
experienced on 16th October 1987 
was a hurricane in all but name.

It was bad, but the storm in 
November 1703 is acknowledged as 
the most powerful on record in the 
British Isles. Hundreds of ships sank, 
including 13 Royal Navy warships. The 
total loss of life at sea is estimated at 
between 8,000 and 10,000.

Rendlesham Forest after the storm
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From Hillside
Hollesley had a 
wonderful response to 
fill the Aquaboxes.
Many thanks to those 
who sent money 
to buy the boxes, 
those who brought 
or sent things to fill 
the boxes and those 
who supported the 
service and met the 
representatives from 
Ipswich Rotary Club.

This cause will be 
extended. If you 
missed the event you have a second 
chance. Boyton celebrates their 
Harvest on 7th October at 11am and 
they are supporting the same cause. 
So bring the things to the service 
or leave at Bellfield, in church or at 
7/8 Mary Warner Homes. To refresh 
your memory of items needed refer to 
September’s Village Voices.

Most Aquaboxes go abroad, but many 
were used during the floods in the West 
Country. Isn’t it good to know that 
these charities are supporting causes 
near to home? We are called to help 
everyone and it is comforting to realise 
that there are those who will help us.

Jesus said, ‘Whatever you do for any of 
your brothers and sisters, you are doing 
for me.’

Yours in Christ,
Judith

Boyton Church

Church Contacts
Team Rector:
Revd David Murdoch, Orford Rectory, 
01394 450336

Assistant Vicar:
Revd Judith Andrews, Hillside, Hollesley, 
01394 411642

Hollesley Churchwardens:
Fred Stentiford, Sheepstor, Boyton, 
01394 411469 & Joan Butcher, 
Fourways, Hollesley, 01394 411689

Boyton Churchwardens:
Malcolm Fleetwood, 7/8 Mary Warner, 
01394 410409 & Isobel Lilley, Bellfield, 
Boyton, 01394 411409

Tower Captain:
Alan McBurnie, 01394 411517

Organist:
Helen Burrows, 17 Squires Lane, 
Martlesham Heath, 01473 625196
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WEEKDAY SERVICES
Wednesday
12pm Sutton

1st Thursday
3pm Glebe House, Hollesley, Evensong

3rd Thursday
10.30am Glebe House, Holy Communion

4th Friday
2pm Mary Warner Homes, Communion

2nd Thursday 7.30pm
Colyton, Hollesley, Prayer Group

Day Boyton Hollesley Other Places
7th October 11.00 JA

Harvest All Age 
Worship

9.30 JA
Communion

9.30 Alderton, 11.00 Sutton, 
6.30 Shottisham

14th October 9.30 JA
All Age Worship with 
Baptism

9.30 Alderton
11.00 Ramsholt and 
Shottisham, 6.30 Sutton

21st October 11.00 JB
Communion

9.30 JB
Family Communion 
with Sunday Club

9.30 Sutton
11.00 Alderton

28th October 9.30 DM
Communion

9.30 Shottisham
11.00 Bawdsey, Ramsholt, 
Sutton

Ministers:  JA - Revd Judith Andrews  JB - Revd John Berg
  DM - Revd David Murdoch

WANT TO LEARN?

Would you like to know more about 
Joseph? Come to a House Group.
We are a very friendly group of people 
who want to learn more about the 
people and places of the bible. Come 
to Carol Bull’s house, 28 Easton Road, 
Sutton Heath at 7.30pm on Thursday 
11th October. If you would like a lift 
please ring Judith.

Norman Doorway , Boyton Church

La
ur

ie
 F

or
sy

th



October 2007 page 10 www.villagevoices.org.uk



www.villagevoices.org.uk October 2007 page 11 



October 2007 page 12 www.villagevoices.org.uk



www.villagevoices.org.uk October 2007 page 1� 

2007 Flu Vaccination 
Campaign

The flu vaccination campaign 
will be starting from Monday 15th 
October 2007. If you are eligible 
for a flu jab then please call either 
Alderton surgery on 01394 411641 
or Orford surgery on 01394 450315 
and book yourself into a flu clinic.

You are eligible for a flu jab if you 
are over 65 or if you suffer with 
respiratory disease, heart disease, 
kidney disease, liver disease, 
diabetes, history of stroke and/or a 
weak immune system.

Just to reassure you the flu vaccine 
does not contain live virus and 
cannot cause flu. If you have any 
questions just call us on 01394 
411641.

IMPORTANT CHANGES
From the 1st of October 2007 there will be changes to 
the delivery service of medication to Hollesley. 

There will no longer be a delivery service to Hollesley Post Office. 
Instead patients will be given the opportunity to pick up their repeat 
medication during the surgery at Hollesley Village Hall between the 
hours of 2pm and 6pm on a Monday by prior arrangement. 

If you have previously collected your medication from the Post Office 
and would like to now pick it up at Hollesley surgery on Monday 
afternoons please advise a member of the dispensary staff and they will 
arrange this for you. Call us on 01394 411641.  

Boyton Harvest Supper

Saturday 20th October
7.30pm Boyton Village Hall

Choice of menu £8
Bring your own drinks

A talk about Orford Ness
Tickets from 411409 and 410409

Free to collector

Well rotted (2 years) horse manure 
with no straw

Help with loading
Delivery possible (at a small cost)

Contact: Marie Smith
01394 410497
01394 411647
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From Shingle Street Coastguard

Hi once again, there are two incidents 
to report on this month.

2nd September at 0430 called to 
Woodbridge where a speedboat was 
in possible difficulties. After a search, 
it was found on a mooring at Sutton 
Hoo House. The owner was away on 
holiday but it was thought that the 
owner’s son had taken the boat out and 
returned late evening.

9th September at 1230 called to the 
River Deben where a dinghy had 

been reported drifting with no persons 
aboard. After a thorough search 
involving Shingle Street Coastguard, 
Felixstowe Coastguard, Harwich 
Inshore Lifeboat and the rescue 
helicopter from Wattisham, it was 
found that the dinghy had drifted 
from the beach at Stoner Point and the 
owner was safe and well.

That’s it for now, until next time, safe 
passage.

Roy Clark for Shingle Street 
Coastguard

Boyton Bonfire Bonanza - Sunday 4th November 2007 at 6pm
 

Following last year’s successful event we are fortunate again to have another location, 
kindly allowed by Mr & Mrs Pipe, on which to hold the Boyton village bonfire. 

 
The usual format of huge bonfire, Guy Fawkes competition with prize, semi-professional 
fireworks, bring your own food / drinks (and a bit to share round if you can), and lots of 

tales to tell around the fire. 
 

This year we would like to ask for donations towards the fireworks so that we may 
purchase more of these professional quality items which are far superior for a communal 
event to those you can buy in the local shops. You may bring sparklers if you wish but no 
other fireworks please and we shall organise a semi-professional display with all the kind 

donations.
 

For donations and directions to this years site (from October onwards - organic material 
only please) contact: Andrew or Nicola, ‘Papaver’, Boyton, 411720

or email Boyton.banter@btinernet.com
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Over the past couple of years I have 
been researching local history for a 
novel I have been writing. Much of 
my research has been done in Ipswich 
Records Office in Gateacre Road – a 
wonderful mine of information. I have 
spent many happy hours trawling 
through the microfilms of the East 
Anglian Daily Times of 1914 and 
1915 as the novel is set in the months 
immediately before and at the start of 
the First World War.

I thought readers of Village Voices 
might be interested in this little snippet 
I came across regarding the number of 
Hollesley young men who volunteered 
and served during the First World War.  
The names of the old village families 
are just as familiar today.  

If members of the Pottle, Cooper, 
Middleditch, Pettitt, Osborne and 

First World War EAST ANGLIAN DAILY TIMES, 
Friday January 22 1915

Hollesley Young Men

Between 70 and 80 young men of 
Hollesley are now serving. Mr A. Pottle 
and Mr W. Cooper have each six sons, 
Mr A. Middleditch and Mr W. Pettitt 
each four sons and Mr W. Osborne and 
Mr  O. Sullivan each three. This parish 
may be said to have done its duty, even 
though there has been no recruiting 
meeting in the village since August.

Sullivan families have photographs 
and recollections of their menfolk 
in uniform they would, I’m sure, be 
fascinating for the rest of us to see and 
read about.

Angela Lawrence

Village Voices Subscriptions

Do you know someone who would like to receive Village Voices?

Subscriptions are available at a cost of £10 for 12 issues including postage 
within the UK. Rates for overseas are considered individually.

Please send the recipient’s name, address and telephone number together with a 
cheque for £10 payable to Boyton PCC to

Debbie Pipe, 4 Mallard Way, Hollesley, Suffolk, IP12 3QJ.

We hear that many former residents of the villages love to read Village Voices. 
Now is their chance to catch up with all our news.
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Your Letters - keep writing , we love to hear your views and stories

MEMORIES OF THE ‘87 STORM

Dear Editor,

Having seen your words about the 
1987 storm in the September issue of 
Village Voices, I decided to look out a 
newspaper clip from the EADT. I lived 
in Hollesley at the time, and recall 
the sound of the storm was so intense 
that it resulted in my wife and family 
abandoning their upstairs sleeping 
quarters and taking refuge in the study. 
Such was the racket that even my 
normally un-flappable old cat decided 
to join them. It’s good to see the forest 
is slowly recovering from it all.

Sandy Sanders

Dear Editor

We awoke at 6am on the morning after 
“The Night of the Great Storm” having 
slept soundly.

Looking out from our window we 
could see our neighbours shed in the 
paddock and my first thought was for 
our horse. Still in nightclothes I donned 
boots and a heavy jacket expecting the 
wind to be cold but was very surprised 
at how warm it was.

The stable was still standing and the 
horse was sheltering inside. What a 
relief! A quick inspection of the house 

‘Green Acres’ in Mill Lane, Boyton 
showed no damage at all. However we 
were without electricity and remained 
so for ten days. Our neighbour was 
also without water as it was pumped 
from a well and so we connected 
a hose pipe from the outside tap to 
supply them with water.

At the time my car had been taken 
to Ipswich for repair and took a 
direct hit from one of the few trees in 
Christchurch Street.

It was only later as we attempted to 
take our daily walk that the full extent 
of the devastation became apparent and 
we realised how fortunate we were not 
to have sustained any damage to our 
home and garden.

Wendy Adams
Lodge Road, Hollesley

Dear Editor,

I’m struggling with moles and rabbits 
in my garden and am hoping some of 
your readers may be able to help. I 
used to think they were cute; we’ve got 
plenty of grass for them to eat, so live 
and let live … but now this is WAR!

We started three years ago to make a 
garden out of a horse paddock, and 
have slowly but surely planted flower 
beds, veg plot, fruit cage, some fruit 
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trees and a wild flower area, and dug a 
pond – but the burrowers haven’t got 
the message. Of course we surrounded 
the fruit and veg plots with wire 
netting, dug in well down and spread 
outwards below ground. But the rabbits 
have burrowed their way a good 18 
inches below it and jumped clear over 
the top of it, emerging into the veg 
plot to eat my hard-won peas, beans, 
carrots, lettuce, etc., with increasing 
boldness. We’ve tried laying down 
prickly things like holly and smelly 
things like garlic and mothballs. 

Meanwhile  the moles are romping 
about all over the place – there were 
41 molehills to be cleared this week 
before cutting the grass. We’ve used 
noise/vibration machines and ‘humane 
traps’, which did no good, and 
eventually called in a mole catcher, 
who was very efficient but is no longer 
able to come.  

Is there anybody out there who can 
suggest a remedy, whether traditional 
or high-tech, local or exotic … or does 
anybody have a hungry ferret?

Val Dudley
Lodge Road, Hollesley

Dear Editor

Does anyone know anything about the 
artwork on the beach at Shingle Street?   
I was walking along the beach from 
the first car-park on Saturday morning 

(Your Letters continued) with my brother and his family when 
we noticed a white line on the shingle 
from the sea towards the coastguard 
houses. On closer inspection, it turned 
out to be a line of white shells, each 
individually positioned. It stretched for 
about 150 yards with various symbols 
along its length. I tried to take some 
photos, but I would defy anyone to do 
it justice without a light aircraft.

I’m intrigued to know who made it and 
how long it took. I’d recommend going 
to have a look.

Debbie Pipe
Mallard Way, Hollesley
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another successful tournament
Sutton Heath Football Club

Sutton Heath Under 14’s - tournament runners-up

On Saturday 25th August we held our 
Under 14’s and Under 16’s 11 a-side 
tournament at Hollesley Recreation 
ground. The day was the hottest we’d 
had in a while, the previous week 
being very wet which was a nightmare 
for us trying to mark out pitches and 
get things ready.

We had four teams in each age group 
and were very grateful when the team 
‘The Borrowers’ (various lads filling in 
to make a scratch team) joined us at the 
last moment when a team pulled out in 
the Under 14’s, thanks lads!

Things ran smoothly with lots of great 
football being played. In the Under 
14’s our Sutton Heath team came 
runners-up (pictured) coming joint top 

on points and goal difference but just 
being pipped to first on goals scored by 
Bildeston.

The Under 16’s competition was 
very close with all teams being very 
evenly matched, Felixstowe eventually 
coming out on top.

Thanks to our sponsors: Mr Prentice 
Landscaping, Al Polley and Tony Hall.
A special thanks to Neil and Marie 
Smith who organised the event and did 
a lot of hard work behind the scenes.

All teams now start their new seasons 
with the first matches commencing 
on Saturday 8th September. Good luck 
everyone.

Nigel Bingham
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SUTTON HEATH ADULTS
FOOTBALL

The new football season is upon us. 
Last season, our first, we finished a 
creditable 8th position in the Flare 
Recruitment Sunday League Division 
RM 4. We are now in the same league 
but in a division above. Let’s hope we 
can improve on this!

During the close season we have 
managed to secure some much-needed 
players to bolster our squad. On 
September 2nd we were at home to 
Westbourne Warriors, our first league 
match. We had a great start with a 5 – 1 
win. We totally outplayed Westbourne 
and the only surprise was that we 
didn’t win by a bigger score. It was a 
good all round team performance with 
everybody giving a good account of 
themselves with Man of the Match 
Peter Kaznica scoring a hat-trick and 
Lee North scoring two.

On the 9th of September we were at 
home to Elmsett Rose and Crown – our 
second league match. This was a much 
harder game with both defences on top 
and giving nothing away. However, 
after 25 minutes, good passing moves 
between Tom Harrington and Will 
Church, resulted in Will crossing the 
ball in hard and low for Lee North to 
score from close range.

After the half time break Elmsett came 
more and more into the game and 
looked the team more likely to score. 
But it was Sutton who scored against 

the run of play. A long ball out of 
defence put Peter Kaznica through. To 
their credit the opposition kept coming 
forward and finally, ten minutes from 
time, they scored. This set up a hectic 
last ten minutes. But with Man of the 
Match Steve Shemmings in great form 
and some outstanding goal keeping 
by Jamie Summers and all round hard 
work, Sutton ran out 2 – 1 winners.

This has been a great start to the season 
by all the players.

Len Busby

Results: Hollesley 0 Alderton 7,
Alderton 7 Hollesley 0, Hollesley 2 Sutton 5, 
Sutton 0.5 Alderton 6.5, Alderton 5 Sutton 2, 
Sutton 1 Hollesley 6

P W L Pts

Alderton 4 4 0 25.5

Sutton 4 1 3 8.5

Hollesley 4 1 3 5

PENINSULA BOWLS CUP

The Peninsula Bowls Cup was 
presented by the now defunct 
Peninsula Magazine in 1986. It is 
a charity cup played for between 
Alderton, Hollesley and Sutton Bowls 
Clubs. The winner then donates the 
£144 prize to a charity of their choice.

Hollesley have won the trophy for 
the past four years but this year the 
winners were Alderton.

Roy Clark
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The Day I Met Dame Kelly 
Holmes

Over the past 12 months I have been 
teaching Judo at Westbourne High 
School to a group of 13 to 16 year old 
girls with the aim of keeping teenage 
girls in sport. This was the sport of 
their choice, Judo combined with self 
defence techniques to keep them fit, 
become more confident and hopefully 
to work through the grades and become 
competitive Judo players.

This was made 
possible by funding 
from the Youth 
Sport Trust with 
which Dame 
Kelly Holmes is 
enthusiastically 
involved.

Recently she 
visited us to see 
how the girls 
were getting on. It 
wasn’t just Judo 
she came to see 
but on arrival she 
quickly made her 
way over to our mat where we were 
practising groundwork.

Kelly is a very bubbly, genuine person 
and we spoke as if we had known each 
other for years. What I didn’t know 
was that she was a Judo player herself 
when in the army and was a very 
competitive blue belt - naturally! We 
talked about the sport and she asked 

the girls how they were enjoying it 
and she said her best part of Judo was 
getting stuck in - fighting!

Kelly then presented some medals to 
the girls who took part in the Suffolk 
Youth Games and commented that she 
would love to have a go again. With 
that I invited her to come on the mat 
and throw me. Instantly there was a 
‘Yes Please’, and she borrowed a jacket 
and threw me for a massive Ippon 
Seoinage (High Shoulder Throw) and 
was feeling really good with herself; 

pleased she still had 
the skill.

Myself being cheeky 
and thinking this 
would be a once in 
a lifetime moment, 
I asked if I could 
have my turn now. 
She laughed and said 
‘I knew you were 
going to ask me 
that!’ So I offered 
her a crash mat for 
a soft landing. It 
was a lovely throw 
and Kelly even 

remembered to breakfall. She received 
a round of applause from everyone.

It was really good to meet someone 
who has been to the top in their sport 
and is still passionate about motivating 
others. Dame Kelly Holmes is the 
perfect ambassador for sport and a 
lovely person and I feel very privileged 
to have met her.

Julie Jolliffe

Julie throws Dame Kelly Holmes
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Meet your ancestors
If you a Middleditch, Osborne, Mills, Lennard, Pottle, Potter, Prew, Bere, Bailey, Carter, 
Catchpole, Charity, Stollery, Curtis, Broom, Illiston, Linstead, Malster, Sawyer, Shelcott 
or someone with a local name, then we would like to hear from you.

Every family, however modest, has 
a history which can be traced in 
national and local archives for several 
centuries. In researching a family 
tree it is possible to learn who your 
ancestors were, where they lived, 
how they earned a living, what wealth 
or social position they attained and 
what contribution they made to their 
community.

Tracing them and drawing up family 
trees has become a fascinating pastime 
for genealogists across the country who 
have been researching family history 
in Hollesley, Boyton, Capel St Andrew 
and surrounding villages.

Many of the names associated with 
these parishes have descendants still 
living there today and some of the 
properties that they inhabited still 
stand for us all to see, although we 
cannot fully appreciate the conditions 
and hardships they endured on a daily 
basis. 

On Saturday 20th October 2007 a 
presentation will be held at the Village 
Hall in Hollesley from 11am to 4pm 
where all the genealogy history that 
has been unearthed by a group of 
The Suffolk Family History Society 
members over a number of years 
will be brought together to enable 
you to see how you are connected to 

this vast family tree. There will be 
documentation, birth, marriage and 
death certificates, copies of wills, 
photographs and family trees for you 
to examine, some of which stretch 
back to the 14th century with over 3500 
individual names. You will see what 
has been achieved over the years and 
with your help, correct mistakes and 
add some more details into the trees 
that have been produced.

So come along, have a chat and enjoy 
a cup of tea at what promises to be a 
very exciting and informative day.

There is no admission charge and 
if you have any old documents, 
photographs, certificates, wills, 
memorabilia or stories to tell, bring 
them along and we will be pleased to 
see you on the day.  

Facilities will be available to copy 
documents and photographs and when 
all the information has been collated 
it is intended to produce a CD on the 
families we are researching and make 
it available to them. 

So please come along and meet your 
family, the Suffolk Family History 
Society, the Superintendent Registrar 
for Deben and possibly Suffolk Radio. 

Steve Merrigan 
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Mike Eldridge-Doyle and his wife 
Teresa, who have a caravan at The 
Sandlings Centre at Hollesley, are both 
members of the U3A (University of the 
Third Age), an organisation for retired 
people. They come from Leigh-on-Sea, 
in Essex - but if they moved to East 
Suffolk they would feel right at home, 
because there’s an East Suffolk branch 
of the U3A which they could join.

U3A, which is 25 years old this year,  
is a co-operative of people offering 
educational, recreational and social 
activities for those with time during the 
day. There are currently more than 560 
U3A’s in the UK with over 145,000 
individual members. 

The U3A in East Suffolk has more than 
30 small groups which meet regularly, 
usually in members’ homes, to pursue 
a range of special interests including 
reading, poetry, science, family 
history, French, German, international 
and current affairs, canasta, music 
appreciation and many more.

Other groups more often venture out, 
and these include the Church Crawlers, 
garden visits, walking, architecture and 
lunch clubs.

A monthly programme of talks on 
a wide range of subjects also takes 
place in Kesgrave, Saxmundham and 
Felixstowe, open to all members. 
These meetings are very sociable, 

concluding with tea and biscuit time, 
giving members the chance to establish 
new interest groups and make new 
friends.

There are no entry qualifi cations and 
no exams, and £10 annually secures 
full membership and entry to all 
activities.

Back at home, Mike belongs to the 
Southend branch, which has just 
marked its 20th anniversary, and 
he edits the branch’s newsletter. 
Teresa has joined the new Leigh-on-
Sea branch and is a member of its 
committee.

Anyone interested in the East Suffolk 
branch can learn more by going to its 
web-site:
www.u3a-es.org.uk/aboutU3AES.php

Mike Eldridge-Doyle

University of the Third age

COME AND CELEBRATE
SATURDAY 6th OCTOBER

1-3pm

Hollesley Pre-schoolHollesley Pre-schoolHollesley Pre-school
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HOLLESLEY PRE-SCHOOL FOR 2-5 YRS

Ofsted Inspected. We think children deserve the best adventures. 
Learning through play, with our highly trained & committed staff, 
we connect closely with our local school to aid them in a smooth 
transition into the School environment. Let the adventure begin......

For more information & a free visit tel: 01394 411032  

We are nearly there! The building is 
black just like a good Suffolk barn, 
as imagined. The heating has been 
resolved, thankfully. The children 
(and teachers) have been watching 
with anticipation at school to see what 
happens next, with the loos actually 
taking fl ight on the back of a lorry and 
the site offi ce disappeared over night!

We can now announce our Grand 
Celebrations, which will be on 
Saturday 6th October, 1-3pm when we 
can’t wait to welcome you and show 
you our fabulous new building. There 
may be a few things missing like some 
grass which will take a bit more time. 
And unless anyone wishes to donate 
some turf, we will just have to wait 
while nature takes its course! The 
children will still have a wonderful 

patio area to enjoy the fresh air during 
sessions though, while the grass grows.

By the time you read this the 
celebrations will be nearly here and  
the children should already have settled 
into their new environment. This 
celebration is a must if you’ve ever 
had a child attend the playgroup in the 
old building or have a child who may 
like to come and join us or have even 
just wondered what it looks like on the 
inside. We do still need lots of things 
to fi nish it off so if you would like to 
donate to this fantastic community 
project, please contact the Chairman on  
411032. 

Final instalment next month...let play 
commence!

The Committee

Hollesley pre-school
The diary of a Pre-school saved, restored and renewed continues...
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Join Us for a Night of Village Entertainment on Saturday 10th November 

LOCAL LIVE BANDS
in Hollesley Village Hall

Doors open at 7pm

Join Us for a Night of Village Entertainment on Saturday 10th November th November th

Young bands playing
modern music

Special guest appearance of
Rock ’n Pop Band

60’s - Kaiser Chiefs

7.15pm    Blakk Interior  
8.00pm    Direction of Flight

8.45pm    Doghouse   
       
10.00pm  One Amp

Bring own 
drinks and 

glasses

Tickets £5 (£2 for 16’s and under) from Trevor 411236 / Di  411079

Peal by the Ancient Society of 
College Youths

An Ancient Society of College Youths 
peal will be rung on Saturday 13th 
October at 10am.

The College Youths was formed in 
1637 and is the oldest and foremost 
ringing society in the world. This is the 
fi rst College Youths peal at Hollesley 
to include the Master, who is at present 
Robert C. Kippin who chose Hollesley 
for his visit to Suffolk. The band will 
also include the Suffolk Guild Ringing 
Master, Richard Munnings, who has 
recently moved to the village, and our 
own tower captain, Alan McBurnie.

The peal coincides with the Gift Day at 
Hollesley Church so when you hear the 
bells you know when to come!

Fred Stentiford

Yvonne Drewry

A distinguished artist who had been 
living in Hollesley died recently. 
Yvonne Drewry was a familiar sight 
for many years driving around in her 
small camper van to paint local scenes 
around coastal Suffolk, especially 
Shingle Street which she loved.

Yvonne studied art at Liverpool before 
working in London and later Suffolk, 
where she was well known as an inspi-
rational teacher in several local schools 
and the teachers’ centre in Ipswich.

At Amberfi eld she taught Maggi 
Hambling, artist and sculptor. She also 
helped countless people of all ages 
to discover art for themselves in our 
beautiful area.

Helen Macleod  
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news from the suffolk punch Trust

Phew! I am glad to sit down and 
write this, the Trust has just had its 
busiest weekend of this season. We 
were at Newmarket TIC Open Day, 
Suffolk Horse Society Spectacular, 
Woodbridge Maritime Weekend and 
the Essex Country show.

I was with the display stand at the 
Essex Country, we had Nettles and 
Laurel pulling the cart, Holiday and her 
foal Tamzin, who as you would expect 
attracted an awful lot of attention. 
Tamzin loved it!

Obviously to be able to attend all 
these events takes a huge effort from 
our team at the stud and our fantastic 
volunteers and I would like to say a 
big thank you to all of them for a job 
well done, we could not have done it 
without them.

We have had a few problems with the 
alarm at the stud of late and are doing 
all we can to rectify the problem as 
quickly as possible.

The Trust has sent its submission to 
the Heritage Lottery for funds toward 
completing the refurbishment and 
upgrade of the stud. We hope to hear a 
decision in principle by March 2008 so 
keep your fingers crossed! 

Don’t forget about the Barn Dance on 
6th October, we hope to see you there. 
On the way in you might see my little 
friend, a tawny owl who I have named 
Tallulah, she sits on the fence post 
most evenings. Bye for now.

Tara Foy
suffolkpunchtrust@hotmail.com

Mobile 07841 778658

Fenland Eric - one of the stud’s stallions
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September 1st was another good sunny 
day, not too much wind and enough 
sunshine, for Boyton to hold their 
annual fete. The preparation work 
started just after 9am with the first of 
the tents being assembled. By 1pm all 
was ready, the urn was full of hot water 
and the birds of prey were perched 
preening themselves for the afternoon’s 
visitors.

And so they came one after the other 
to wander round the stalls. To buy 
the cakes, eat the cream teas, have a 
massage, dip in the tombola, shoot the 
pistol and rifle. Sort through the white 
elephant, chip the golf ball, enjoy an 
ice-cream, look at the birds and listen 
to the live music.

The highlight of the afternoon was had 
by the children – they were given the 
opportunity to stand and have one of 
the birds of prey fly a short distance 
across the grass and land on their hand 
to collect the titbit held there. Protected 
by the gauntlet and ably assisted by the 
attendant it was a joy to watch their 
faces light up with fascination and 
often joy at this big bird sat on their 
arm.

Our thanks to all who assisted at 
setting up and running the afternoon 
which resulted in a record income for 
the event. Next year’s fete will also 
be on the first Saturday in September, 
hope to see you there.

Malcolm Fleetwood

a successful Boyton Fete

One of the stands at Boyton Fete before the crowds arrived!
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Local Walks - shottisham and sutton Churches
Map OS197 Ipswich, Felixstowe and Harwich

In this latest in our series of local 
walks, Debbie and Pauline guide 
us around the western side of the 
peninsula, taking in two historic 
churches along the way.

Approximate Distance: 4 miles

1. Start from Sorrell Horse pub in 
Shottisham and walk down the no-
through road. St Margaret’s Church is 
up some steps on the right. It was built 
in 1313 by the monks of Butley Abbey.

2. At the end of the lane turn right and 
then take the footpath on the left on the 
far side of the gabled cottage. Follow 
this path round the edge of the field, 
ignoring the stile. Follow the track to 
the left at the T-junction.

3. Bear left and continue along the 
byway to Sutton. You will pass through 
woodland, arable farm land and 
heathland. Continue past Broxtead 
House. We saw a pair of green 
woodpeckers and a weasel along here.

4. At Low Barn Farm take the track to 
the left past the pigs.

5. At the T-junction, turn right towards 
the road.

6. Turn left and walk along the verge 
to All Saints Church. We met Captain 
Walters here who told us about some 

of the history of the church which was 
built in the 13th century and has an 
unusual 15th century font. The church 
tower fell down following a fire in the 
1600’s.  A belfry was erected in the 
churchyard in 1999 to house the church 
bell.

7. Go back to the road and cross over, 
then take the footpath (tarmac road) 
next to the village sign. Continue along 
this road past Sutton Hall.

8. At the thatched cottages, bear left 
and follow the road passing Wood Hall 
on your right.

9. At the main road, cross over and go 
over the stile, then follow the diagonal 
path to the left across the field.  

10. Follow the path over the ditch. It 
was quite wet underfoot here.

11. Cross the meadow to the telegraph 
pole. There is information here 
about the Open Access land in the 
wet grazing meadows adjacent to 
Shottisham Creek.

12. Cross another stile and follow the 
path past the allotments back to the end 
of the lane. Turn right and retrace your 
steps to the Sorrell Horse.

Debbie Pipe and Pauline Austerfield
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Fruit has done very well this year, I’ve 
made enough jam to feed an army. The 
following recipe can also be used for 
quinces, although they will need longer 
cooking.

Pickled Pears

2lb firm pears, peeled, quartered and 
cored
1 pint pickling vinegar (clear)
2lb Demerara sugar
8 cloves
1˝ fresh ginger cut into matchsticks
1 large stick of cinnamon
zest of lemon, peeled with a potato 
peeler into thin slices

Place all the ingredients in a large 
saucepan. Bring to the boil stirring 
continuously. Simmer for about 20 
minutes until the pears are transparent.

Remove the pears and spices with 
a slotted spoon and layer in warm 
sterilised jars. Boil the syrup for a 
further 20 minutes, pour over pears and 
seal jars.

This is marvellous with a paté or cold 
meat. The left over syrup can be used 
to baste meat, glaze gammon or as a 
sauce for vanilla ice cream.
 

Pauline Austerfield

From our Country Kitchen

‘Urgent’ Bushey Lane discussions
 
I was invited by Hollesley Parish 
Council to attend this meeting a little 
earlier than anticipated as a note of 
‘urgency’ to discuss further planning 
developments regarding the proposed 
planning applications connected to 
Bawdsey Sea Defences, including 
Bushy Lane.

This part of the meeting was well 
attended, mainly by the ‘Bushy Lane 
Residents’ who feel that despite all the 
arguments against this development 
going ahead and with Hollesley Parish 
Council backing, the East Lane Trust 
Initiative have proposed, once more, 
the Bushy Lane development as the 
only site worth considering.

Gerry Matthews, from the East Lane 
Trust Initiative, supported by Philip 
Ridley from Suffolk Coastal Planning 
Department put their view to the 
residents and lively discussion took 
place over the next two hours. No 
resolution was found.

Anyone wishing to view the minutes 
of this meeting may do so, once they 
have been agreed and signed, from 
the various notice boards around the 
village of Hollesley.

Sue Stagg

parish Matters
Notes from the Hollesley Parish
Council meeting of 6th September, 2007

“Lively discussion
took place”




