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Dear friends,

It’s harvest time! Whatever the weather
has been during the summer, this time of
year brings us a glorious culmination of
the growing season. The farmers have
been working flat out up and down our
lanes, the hedgerows abound with plums,
hips and haws and our allotments and
gardens have enough produce to share the
surplus with others. Read what Boyton is
doing, and come along to The Power of
Community, the film about how people
came together and triumphed in the face
of adversity. (p.19). Next month look out
for a report on the Hollesley Allotment
and gardening inaugural meeting held in
September. 
During the month two well-known
childrens’authors delighted villagers,
including many Hollesley school children,
when they launched their latest book Not
Bad for a Bad Lad. Read all about it on
p.7 and 37.

The Wonderful Beast Company has once again teamed up with Mary Warner Homes and
Hollesley School: this time for a walk led by Mary Chittock, followed by refreshments
and entertainment (p.13)

As usual, thanks to all our contributors, Village Voices has plenty to interest everyone.
Next month Cheryl Gray will be your Editor, but all your contributions can be sent as
usual to the addresses below.

Helen Macleod (Editor)
Cover photo: Mouth-watering tomatos (Helen Macleod)
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Ken Yates                           p.6        
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From the Editor

Michael Morpurgo and Michael Foreman

Editor Helen Macleod, Colyton,
The Street, Hollesley, IP12 3QU
Tel 411232    editor@villagevoices.org.uk
Advertising Mike Adams
Tel 01394 411422
Email mja@ sandlings.co.uk
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UNICORN-UNIQUES 
Hand engraving in Hollesley

Malcolm McBride knows more about photogravure
than just about anyone in the country. Over many years
working  in industry, he has been involved in
maintaining printing cylinders: the smallest being the
size of a can of beans to the largest measuring 4x1.5m
and weighing up to 9 tons. The cylinders are used in
the printing of everything from magazines, packaging
for cereals, shrink-wrap for drinks bottles, to floor
coverings. Although he is ‘retired’ Malcolm is in
demand here and abroad for his unique skills which

enable a firm to return to work in just a few
hours following a breakdown and maintain
their important schedules. This is his story.

Like all artistic professions, of which
Suffolk is home to many, mine is one that
requires years of practice to master. And
yet virtually every aspect of the work can
be improved upon, not because there is too
little knowledge about it, or that there is
lack of opportunity to practise it, but
because of the countless variables involved.
My trade, since I was apprenticed in 1961,
is photogravure engraving, of which hand
engraving is an integral part. 

My employer encouraged learning the
artistic side of this work, as it 
was considered an important part of our

training. After a period of odd-jobbing, and
learning the basics of the photogravure
printing, my foreman emptied the contents of
a small box onto my bench. Out spilled a
collection of odd bits of metal, wood,
sharpening stones and a magnifying glass.
‘It’s time for you to get your tools set up’ he
said.

As my father was an engraver before me, I
immediately recognised the things I’d been

Malcolm working on a bracelet

Je
an

H
os

ki
ns



www.villagevoices.org.uk October 2010 page 5

given, and I was assigned to a journeyman who, over the final three years of my
apprenticeship, would teach me all that I would need to know about engraving.
Under his guidance I learned the basics of the trade, but only after those five years were
over did my learning period really begin, and it hasn’t finished yet. The copper plates I
used to practise on I still have, and they remind me of how good I once wasn’t. That’s
how it all started, and very little about how I work has changed after nearly fifty years.
The computer age has brought many developments to mechanical engraving, but the skill
of formal and decorative hand engraving has remained relatively untouched.
An engraver accumulates a great deal of supporting knowledge about objects that are to

be engraved. It is important to
understand the composition and
construction of an article, or
maybe its relevance in history.
This can decide whether it is
suitable for engraving or should
be left alone. The need for
repair, or renovation may also
be involved, and small
improvements can be done
directly, but more involved
work must be put into the

hands of an expert. 
Most craftspeople develop a speciality, and mine has been the making of, though not
exclusively, hand engraved ladies’ silver bracelets. These are 100% hand crafted and
decorated, using design styles ranging from Celtic to abstract, and even motifs coming
from the customer’s own hand. Before completion, all such items are fully hallmarked by
the London Assay Office, a
place well worth a visit if you
are ever in the city and have
time to spare.

If you have found what I have
written interesting and would
like to know more, or see at
first - hand how hand engraving
is done, then an email to
unicornuniques@btinternet.com
will put you, without
obligation, into contact with me
here in my Hollesley
workroom. I look forward to hearing from you.

Malcolm McBride.
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Silver bracelet for a special gift: for a bride, or a loved
one perhaps, in time for Christmas
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A word from Ken Yates
How lucky we are to be here in Alderton,
and how lucky are we to live on the
Peninsula! When we returned to England
from Canada almost 26 years ago we
made a wish list for where we would like
to live and work. The Peninsula Practice
ticked all the boxes and we have been so
lucky and so happy. 

We have seen changes of course with the
closure of the military bases at Bawdsey
and Woodbridge, changes at Hollesley Bay
and changes within the Practice. The
Practice changed a lot with the new GP
contract when doctors were no longer
required to work all day and be on duty all
night. We have seen the introduction of
Practice Managers, Practice Nurses,
Computers, Dispensers, and a team of
receptionists and administrators. In our

small practice this team has grown like a
family, to deliver a personal and high
standard of medical care to the people of
The Peninsula. 

It has been a great privilege for me to be
part of this and it has been a difficult time
for me to hang up my stethoscope.  The
Practice goes from strength to strength
with the recent additions of new staff and
addition of new services. 

But our family is growing too and there
are interests and demands on my time in
many directions. I am grateful to you all
for your support and trust over the years
and I wish you all many more years of
happiness and good health.

Dr Ken  Yates

Surgery Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Alderton 8.30 - 2.30     8.30 - 2.30       8.30 - 2.30         8.30 – 6.00       8.30 – 6.00 
01394 411 641

Orford 8.30 – 7.30    1.30 – 6.00      8.30 – 1.00         8.30 – 1.00       8.30 – 1.00
01394 450 315

Hollesley Village Hall
2.00 – 5.15

Sutton Memorial Hall
5.00 – 6.00

Visit our website for up to date information: www.thepeninsulapractice.co.uk

Let us know about your experience at the Practice by entering a comment on: www.nhs.uk 

Please book appointments for blood taking with the phlebotomist

The Peninsula Practice 
Surgery opening hours
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The new term at Hollesley School

Wonderful watercolours in the book

The term began in a most
exciting way because on the
first day back at school
Michael Morpurgo and
Michael Foreman came to
the Suffolk Punch Stud in
Hollesley to promote their
new book Not Bad for a Bad
Lad which is set in
Hollesley. It was a very
popular event and there were
no tickets left but luckily
Mrs Wright had  arranged
for our tickets during the
summer holiday. Everyone
was able to get their copy of 
the book signed by the authors and they couldn’t stop talking about it next day – here are
some of the things they said:

‘I didn’t put the book down until I had finished it.’ (Joe). ‘It was scary asking Michael
Morpurgo a question about what inspired him to be an author.’ (Shannon) ‘It was funny
when he said that year 6 were horrible.’ (India) ‘It is amazing how Michael Foreman
does the water colours like that.’ (Iona)

What a fantastic evening we all had!

We also wanted to tell you all that this term we are learning about World War II. We have
already started learning some things and years 4, 5 and 6 are reading stories about the
war. We would really like to know if any readers have memories about the war and
especially what it was like in Hollesley and the area around here. Later in the term we are
going to hold a VE (Victory in Europe) day party where we will all dress up as children
from World War II and celebrate victory. Do any of you remember that day and if so what
was it like here? What songs did you sing and what did you eat? We would love to hear
from anyone who has memories of the time or stories about what it was like here during
the war that they could share with us. Thank you.

School reporters Tabitha Chapman and Luke Coates.

Read more about Not Bad for a Bad Lad on p. 37 (Editor)
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From Ruth, our Team Vicar
In recent weeks and months, many of us
have enjoyed the ‘fruits of the land’,
whether from our own garden or allotment
or from other people’s or from the
hedgerows. Last month’s Village Voices
included a feature on the ‘Mirabelle’
plums, and blackberries are now ready. A
vegetable ‘swap shop’ has been set up in
Boyton so that we can share our surplus
produce and there are plans to do the same
in Hollesley as well as the launch of the
Hollesley Allotment & Leisure Gardening
Association. Churches and schools have
celebrated the harvest with songs of praise
and by sharing a meal together.
Yet at the same time we cannot help but
be aware that many people, both in this
country and in many parts of the world,
face a much more uncertain future and do
not enjoy the plentiful good things that we
do. In an uncertain economic climate, some
are worried about their jobs; others cannot
find work. Natural disasters – floods,
drought, earthquakes – and human conflict,
have deprived millions of their homes and
livelihoods, let alone a harvest of any kind.
Without feeling guilty about the good
things we enjoy, we have a responsibility
to do what we can to even out the balance;
to do our best to encourage a more equal
sharing of the resources of this planet. 
A recent holiday included walking through
beautiful hills, studded with olive and
citrus trees. Thinking about what made it
so attractive, I realised that it wasn’t just
the natural shape of the hills, trees and
valleys but that they had been enhanced,
complemented and made more fruitful by
human effort – by the painstaking
construction of terraces and dry stone walls
which made it possible for the trees to be
tended and the rainwater preserved to water
them. Human beings had worked with the

resources created by God in a partnership.
We are stewards of creation; we have a
responsibility to use the earth’s resources in
a way that both conserves them for future
generations and makes it possible for
everyone now to have sufficient for their
needs. 
At our Harvest celebration at All Saints,
our food offerings were sold to raise money
for the Disaster Emergency Committee
appeal following the floods in Pakistan; a
recent quiz night at the Shepherd & Dog
raised funds for Christian Aid to use in
their work to alleviate poverty; on October
20th, a group of local people will travel to
London to take part in the Christian Aid
Supporters’ Rally and lobby our MPs,
reminding them of this government’s
commitment to tackling poverty and
climate change. Whether or not you agree
that climate change is happening and is
‘man-made’, we need to care for this earth
– and its peoples – it’s the only one we’ve
got.

Ruth ruth.hatchett@yahoo.co.uk 
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Team Vicar:
Ruth Hatchett, 01394 412052
Hollesley Churchwardens:
Fred Stentiford, 01394 411469
Pat Shannon, 01394 411214
Boyton Churchwardens:
Malcolm Fleetwood, 01394 410409
Isobel Lilley, 01394 411409
Tower Captain:
Alan McBurnie, 01394 411517

Church ContactsWEEKDAY SERVICES
Wednesday
12pm Sutton

1.30pm All Saints Hollesley, 
Edward Bear Club
Thursday 9 am

St Andrews Boyton Morning Prayer
Friday 8 am

All Saints Hollesley Morning Prayer 
1st Thursday

2.30pm Glebe House, Hollesley, Evensong
3rd Thursday

10.30am Glebe House, Holy Communion
4th Thursday

2pm Mary Warner Homes, Communion
2nd Wednesday

1.30pm Colyton, Hollesley, Prayer Group

'Sing to the Lord a new song’
A new monthly service of  

Praise and Prayer
Sunday 10th October

at 5pm in Hollesley Church. 
Informal worship (see p.27)
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Fun at the fete at Boyton

Popular White Elephant stall
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Children ran the Tombola
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Boyton Fete

Once again Boyton fete enjoyed a sunny afternoon in the cosy environment of the village
hall. Cream teas and cakes were consumed while listening to the music of the
Cottonhouse group. This was only interrupted by loud announcements of winners on the
Booze Barrow. Thanks are due to Pauline Austerfield who donated a beautiful
watercolour depicting Banters Barn. 
There was plenty of excitement around the Tombola stall. Everybody seemed to be
winning multiple prizes!  Gambling was rife on the Poker Dice and Treasure Hunt stalls
and losers were able to vent their feelings by smashing as many plates as they could. 
A marvellous array of jams and chutneys were for sale alongside beautifully crafted
dovecotes. Pistol and rifle shooting was not for prizes this year but even so more shooting
was done than ever before. Friendly Friesian crossbreed calves were being shown by
Roger Cosgrove and people could have a go at milking a pretend cow.   
Almost £1500 was raised for the church and village hall and the day was rounded off by
Michael Maloney of Holby fame presenting the prizes.  Thanks go to everybody for the
tremendous effort that went into making the day a success.

Fred Stentiford

St Andrews Church Boyton

Harvest Supper Boyton Village Hall
Saturday 16th October @ 7pm.

Tickets @ £10 which includes a 3 Course Meal
Speaker Mr P.Heazell 

Local aspects of the Second World War.
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A Walk with Wonderful Beast
in the Outdoor Festival on the Suffolk Coast

18 October 2010

This magical four mile community walk will take us cross country, along the River Ore
with stunning views of Havergate Island and through the ancient Mary Warner Woods.
We will be joined by children from Hollesley Primary school and residents of Mary
Warner Homes who have been writing poetry and sketching the countryside together.
You will be presented with a beautiful map of the walk which will be led by octogenarian
Mary Chittock, resident of Mary Warner Homes and the fastest walker in Boyton! Mary
has known the area since childhood, and will stop along the way to tell you all sorts of
fascinating historical facts. Tea and delicious cakes can be bought on your return from the
Mary Warner tea room followed by traditional music, step dancing and singing provided
by Wonderful Beast.

10.45am Meet at Mary Warner Homes
almshouses by the church. Bring warm
clothes, stout shoes and a light picnic for a
mid-7walk break
11.00am Walk starts 
2.30pm (approx) Walk ends at Mary
Warner Homes. Tea room open
3 pm Entertainment 

Free, but booking required Tel. 411 234
Free parking by kind permission of Mary
Warner Homes for the event only.   
Alys Kihl

Mary Chittock                         
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If any
please do come along (any
yea

If you are not interested in being on 
stage do please come along to meet us 
and register your interest in helping in 
any
equally important and if you feel you 
could help in any capacity – eg ward-
robe, props, set building, kitchen help, 
make up, music, lighting or any other 
role you can think of then please come 
along you will be made ve

Don’t forget – 3r

If you can’t make these nights then 
giv
017

Look forward to seeing you!
 

Emmens for information)

www.villagevoices.org.uk September 2010 page 33 
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Boyton Mission
Greetings from the Mission at Boyton.
As you see we have a beautiful place
of worship. Many thanks to Stan and
Kay and all who come. We all have a
part to play. I came from London to
work at Hollesley Bay Prison in 1972
and live at 6, Melton Road with my
wife Lynda.  We were married at the
Mission in September 1994 and have
made Hollesley our home and the
Mission too, where we have seen
many changes and all of them for the
better.          

Steve Dart 411876

October services at 3pm: 3rd, Steve Dart, 10th, Paul Kemp (Ipswich), 17th Sam Poulter,
(Bury), 29th Paul Brown (Feering) and 31st Laury and friends (Stowmarket)

Half term Holiday
Club for children aged

4 – 12
Our summer ‘Messy Church’ activities
were enjoyed by 22 children who all
seemed to be having fun cutting, sticking,
pummeling clay and making bread. It was
lovely to welcome family and friends who
came to watch their children in the drama
presentation at the end. 
Our next ‘Messy Church’ is Wednesday
27th October 10 to 12 noon. 
To book places ring Di 411079 or Lydia
411779 or enroll 9.45 am Hollesley Church
on the day.

Coffee morning for 
Cancer Research

Sunday 3rd October
10am – 12 noon

Bawdsey Village Hall

Organised by 11 year olds 
Emily Sproxton and Corrona Mark
Raffle, cakes, produce, bric-a-brac

Refreshments

Everyone welcome 
especially Mums and Dads!

Di and Tony invite you to an Open Day at Dranrab, 
The Street, Hollesley

to celebrate living in Hollesley for 12 wonderful years!

9th October from 10am to 4pm
Free Fair Trade refreshments.

Chance to buy/order Fair Trade gifts, food and drink if you wish.
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Past Times

Can you help Jane Stearn?

Here are 3 old photographs: The first is
a postcard called Hollesley Post Office
(saying ‘affix ½d stamp’ on the back).
When would that have been? The
second is Hollesley Street and dated
1914 on the back, and the third is a
reproduction photo called Duck
Corner, Hollesley. This was slipped
through my letterbox quite recently. I
would dearly like to know who by. The
row of cottages behind the Post Office
was, I’m told, demolished in the 1930’s
and the Post Office moved from the
house in 1936. The cottages on the left
were demolished at the end of the last
century. Is this correct? Has anyone
any further information?

Post House was originally built as a
small cottage, the right half with the
garden wall, and it has since
had 4 additions. The earliest deeds are
dated 1796 so we do not know exactly
when it was built. It has no
foundations, just resting on sand and at
the back part of the wall is flint. The
present garage was a stable where the
horse lived who was taken to the
common to collect bracken for the

oven. As well as being a Post Office and general store it was also a bakery and the oven
door still exists. 
In 1868 the Post House was the Post Office and Hollesley boasted a plumber, a glazier, a
carpenter, a cooper, a basket maker, a miller, a surgeon, a bricklayer, a blacksmith, a
wheelwright, a shoemaker and a vet in addition to several shops. All the roads were sand
tracks and transport was by carrier. One went to Ipswich on Saturdays, and two went to
Woodbridge on Mondays and Thursdays. The Black Ditch must have been a little
different as the village is stated to be ‘pleasantly situated on the banks of a rivulet’!

Jane Stearn Hollesley                   Thank you Jane for your interesting story (Editor)
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Dear Editor,

The pleasure of eating my words!

A year and a half ago I was very upset
about the cancellation of the local bus
service between Bawdsey and Woodbridge.
For several years I had thoroughly enjoyed
my rides to and fro, often as the only
passenger, and had enjoyed the
conversation of the various drivers.  The
bus service was under appreciated and
unimaginatively used.  But it was obvious
that it was running at a loss, unnecessarily,
I thought.

The Suffolk Links Dial-a-Ride system was
introduced in the summer of 2009 and after
a few hitches and misunderstandings
worked very well indeed.  It was quickly
seen to be punctual, agreeable, user-
friendly and obliging.  The two drivers,
Steve and Glyn, rapidly got to know their
regular passengers and would go out of
their way to help them.  This summer I was
looking forward to writing a glowing report
about Dial-a-Ride.

That all changed the day I had to leave.

My journey to Melton station was booked
well in advance.   Because of my luggage I
was to be picked up at my door at 8.00am
leaving plenty of time to catch the 8.37
train.  From the office Sadie warned me
that there would be a new driver that
morning.  I gave detailed directions
because he was unfamiliar with the route.

By 8.10 no bus had appeared and I started
to panic.  Nobody at the office answered
the phone.  Then Sadie rang me.  The
driver was lost.  The 'satnav' didn't work.

Your letters – we love to hear from you

Could I get a taxi?  From Melton and back?
It seemed unlikely.  I saw myself missing
train, plane, the lot.  Just as I was
desperately phoning for alternative
transport Suffolk Links swung through the
trees.  Out jumped Phil.  The door had
jammed, the 'satnav' was blocked but he
was going to get me to that train somehow.
And he did!  He even saw me, luggage and
all, onto the platform.

So I'm not writing to thank Suffolk Links.
Instead I'm writing to thank Sadie and Lynn
in the office, Steve and Glyn on the bus,
and Richard and Phil the 'stand-in' drivers.
Any service is only as good as the people
who run it, and the team running our Dial-
a-Ride bus is very good indeed.  Long may
we enjoy their ever-friendly help!

Sarah Margittai (from Israel)

Dear Editor,

My son Rob has emailed the September
Village Voices to me as it contained a
picture of Christine and myself taken in
1976. First, I must say what an excellent
magazine you produce. The village voice
in our area is a single A4 sheet, which,
although gratefully received, cannot
match your informative production.

I was really pleased to see so many
familiar names, bringing back happy
memories. Although Christine and I did
not reside for long in Hollesley (6 years)
we have never forgotten the welcome and
kindness we received from all the
villagers.

I am now retired (well sort of) and
Christine and I live in Ilketshall St
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Margaret near Bungay. Since leaving
Hollesley we have moved 10 times – the
children said we should have bought a
caravan! My trouble is I enjoy
renovating properties and when finished
get bored.

I was really pleased to hear Ena’s news
as I lost touch with her last year, or more
likely she couldn’t keep up with our ever-
changing addresses. However, Ena, you
were slightly mistaken in your
information. I took over the shop and
Post Office from Jack and Pat Guppy in
March 1975. John and Anne Stainton
then took over in March 1981, when
Christine and I bought Valley Farm
House at Boyton. We moved to Brundish
in 1983, which is when I lost touch with
many Hollesley residents.

We now return regularly to visit Rob,
Laura and their family and hope that I
can be re-acquainted with many of our
old friends from the area.

David Evans
Ilketshall St Margaret

Dear Editor,

I just would like to thank everyone for
wishing me a speedy recovery and for the
gifts and cards I received. Thank you all
again.

Tina Fletcher
Hollesley Village Stores

Dear Editor

Hollesley Pre-school would like to give a
big thank you to three inmates from

Hollesley Bay prison for painting the
outside of our building for us during the
summer holidays.  

The prison’s community service scheme
has enabled projects like this to benefit
the local community and has saved the
Pre-school much needed funds.  We are
very grateful to everybody involved in
setting up the project.

Rachel Huws
On behalf of the staff and committee of
Hollesley Pre-school

Dear Editor,

Helen, I didn’t know you earlier but now I
know you through a village magazine for
Hollesley, Boyton, Capel and Shingle
Street: Village Voices December 2008.
I was excited by your presentations of
Christmas preparation and the activities of
the church to an extent that I feel like being
part of the villages in U.K.

Here in Kenya our villages are made of
grass and mud, not developed. Christmas
celebrations are held on 25th December
only. I need more from the villages this year
from you. Thank God and bless you.

Jacob Kipruto
Kenya

Thank you for writing to us all the way from
a village in Kenya. December 2008 shows a
photo of wooden Nativity figures made in
Mombasa, Kenya. This December we shall
tell you more about Christmas in our
villages. (Editor)
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Vegetable Swap Shop

Tired of wasting surplus
vegetables from their gardens,
members of Boyton Environment
Group have come up with a
scheme to tackle the problem.
They are planning to put a small
stall outside Boyton Village Hall
from Friday evenings to Sundays.
The idea is that you can bring
along any surplus fruit or
vegetables that you have and
either swap them for something
else or leave a small donation.

The trial should begin soon so keep an eye out for the stall.
If this is successful, it is hoped to extend the scheme to Hollesley, where there is known
to be some interest. It would be useful to know if there are any more people in Hollesley
who would join in. Please contact either of the following:

Andrew Cassy 411720, boyton.co2@btinternet.com  
Gary Lowe tel.411203, gary.lowe1957@btinternet.com

Bountiful harvest
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Hollesley Bowling Club

Bowls Peninsula Cup Match v. Alderton

As our outdoor bowling season comes to a close we can reflect on another good year for
the club, which has a membership of over 40 for the first time since its formation in 1952.
Teams of twelve were entered for the Woodbridge and District League and for the Fynn
Trophy League, and with Cup competitions adding to the fixtures, so that most members
had the opportunity to represent the Club in matches.
On Wednesday and Sunday afternoons social bowling was always available, and there
were in-house competitions for members to win trophies. The Rozzier Cup for 2009 was
completed in the early weeks and was won by Dearn, our elected captain for 2010. This is
a singles competition, and pairs competitions were later won by Duncan Clark and Nigel
Smith (the Baker Shield) and by Rex Allum and Frank Dunn (the Muriel Cup).
The club held two Open Tournaments and entertained bowlers from across the county on
6th June for the Jubilee Cup and on 11th July for the Millenium Shield. It was good to
see our neighbours Tunstall winning the first of these, but even better to see Hollesley
members winning the second, when John Leek and Doug and Kay Clarke proved an
unbeatable trio.
All visitors to the club have complimented Roy Collins on the quality of the Green as a
result of his continuous work. It is now regarded as one of the finest in Suffolk and it is
hoped that future generations will cherish and maintain it to this very high standard.
In the month of September, when most league matches have been played, Hollesley,
Alderton and Sutton compete with matches at home and away for the Peninsula Cup.
Hollesley has won against both neighbours in the home matches and now face away
games to finish the season, which will probably end under floodlights. The winning club
has the honour of nominating a charity to receive monies collected from the players each
time they play, which amounts to approximately £150.
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The growth in numbers at
Hollesley is very much
welcomed, and it is
rewarding to see those who
have taken up the game in
the last two years earning a
place in the match teams. In
the main, new members are
recent arrivals to the village
or surrounding areas, and
while we are very glad to
see them, we would also like
to see the younger
generation coming into the
game, especially teenagers.
We have taken steps to
establish a youth policy and free tuition and  equipment is available. In previous years the
Youth Club in Hollesley visited the club for a fun evening and several showed real talent
for the game.

Bowls is a game which can be enjoyed by both sexes of any age, and this is to be seen on
television, where international players are invariably in their twenties and thirties. We
hope that more local people will think about what they are missing before it is too late.
They will find a new and healthy way of staying young and fit, with a lot of fun as well.

Roy Winchester Hon. Secretary

Hollesley Church Tower Appeal
There were two very successful events during the summer, the ‘Strawberries & Wine
Evening’, and a summer concert in Hollesley Church , which between raised some £900.
The next important date for your diaries is Saturday 18th December when we will again
inviting you to ‘Sing Along With Santa’, which promises to be even better than last year’s
success.     Peter Harper

latest 200 club prize-winners

June 1st 7 R. Bax £114.00
2nd 71 P. Scopes £57.00
3rd 30 A. Kitson £34.00
4th 5 M. Ross £22.80

July 1st 36 M.Gibling £106.50
2nd 53 D. Balls £53.25

Roy Collins preparing to bowl

3rd 9 S. Justice £31.95
4th 37 M.Whitby £21.30

August 1st 90 O. Andrews £100.50
2nd 12 F.Stentiford £50.25
3rd 86 P. Dewing £30.15
4th 30 A Kitson £20.10
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Mal comme un 
Perroquet *

Expectation was high for a
successful season for the Shepherd & Dog

team in this year’s local boules league.
Results over the previous two summers had

given us hope that we might once again win our
league and do well in the inter-league ‘play-

offs’. 

However, it wasn’t to be.  For a variety of
reasons (e.g. injury, non-availability of key
players and bad luck) we finished bottom of
our league with a record of Played 10, Won
1, Drew 4 and Lost 5.  Quite a few of the
games were lost 12-13 which would have
given us a respectable mid-table position if

things had gone the other way.  
In a couple of cases the difference was measured in millimetres (everything is
metric in boules).

Nick, Jonathan, Ray and Danny took part in most (and in some cases, all) of the league
matches, with the willing support of Neil, Giles, Karrie, Dick and Tony on the odd
occasion that we had trouble getting the minimum requirement of four players for a
match.

Ah well.  The new trophy cabinet and open-top bus tour will have to wait for yet another
year.  Tuesday nights will continue to see the spectacle of chaos in the pub car park as we
strive to improve, while at the same time having a great deal of fun.  
Why not come along and join us, while daylight and the weather conditions allow?  Who
knows, next year you could be up there with us in that open-top bus.

In the meantime, many thanks to Chris, our patron, and the staff at the Shepherd & Dog
for the use of their facilities and the sandwiches and chips provided at home matches.  

We will be spending the winter months practising our Gallic shrugs, living on past glories
and looking forward to next season with eager anticipation and a deep sense of
foreboding.  Personally, I will be learning how to stop writing in sporting clichés.

Danny Bethell

* Sick as a parrot
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Better Broadband News
Our local CIA —that is Committee for
Internet Access — has applied this month
for a share of the new public money
available to help get better rural broadband
services. The CIA wants half the £23,000
cost of a first experiment to come from the
special Government fund.  

The first areas to benefit would be Shingle
Street and outlying farms, Boyton and
Bawdsey. These locations are particularly
suitable for development of wireless
connections. If the project, involving high
buildings near the telephone exchange and
the Martello Tower at Shingle Street, is
successful, it would expand to cover a
bigger area. 

The idea is for all our area's households
and businesses to have reliable broadband
at a speed of at least two megabits

(>2mbps), which is the Government's
guideline. This is not being uniformly met.

Better broadband can help individuals to
take advantage of many services and cost
reductions only available via the internet.
Businesses need reliable communications
to get their work done, reduce the need for
travel, and bring new activity to the area.
Community life and local affairs can step
up a notch when good broadband brings
people easily together.  

The East of England Development Agency
will take some months to decide on the
bid. Meanwhile the Committee, formed in
March after a public meeting at Bawdsey
Manor, is  exploring additional funding
sources. 

Anne Page
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We think Hollesley is a great school 
because it’s a small school so you know 
everyone and you get to go to amazing 
places. We’re sure that we will be do-
ing lots of reports about other awesome 
trips! You get fun jobs like music and 
projector and you can learn the trumpet 
in year 5 and 6. We have great grounds 
for sport and our swimming pool 
is now heated. We do many lessons 
outside and there are lots of different 
clubs. Altogether, we believe, Hollesley 
is one of the best schools in the world!
Hope you enjoy our other reports!

School reporters:
Tabitha Chapman and Luke Coates

Boyton Mission

Greetings from the Mission at Boyton. 
On Sunday 20th June we had a Lead-
ership Recognition Service in which 
Lynda and I became the new leaders at 
Boyton following the ‘Home-call’ of 
Derek Pledger in December ‘09.

Our services are on Sundays at 3pm. 
The speakers for September are: 

5th, Peter Bourne (Great Stukeley)
12th, Steve Dart (Hollesley)
19th, Paul Brown (Feering)
26th, Derek Le-May (Ipswich)

Steve Dart
Hollesley, 411876

HARVEST FAIR
“Old Skills for New Times”

Saturday 2nd October
11am–4pm

at
Suffolk Wildlife Trust Education

Centre at Foxburrow Farm, 
Saddlemakers Lane, Melton near 

Woodbridge

Skills demonstrations, and have-a-go 
sessions, locally produced food

and family activities

ADULTS £3, CHILDREN £2
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Decking the halls with boughs of holly is
usually reserved for Christmas.   However,
holly was just one of many hedgerow
species strewn on the floor of the Village
Hall when WI members tried their hand at
basket making recently.

Joanne Hammond brought along to our
September meeting copious samples of tree
and plant shoots to demonstrate how these
could be stripped of leaves and prickles and
used to make decorative finished baskets.

After hearing her talk and watching her
demonstration it seemed only right that we
should have a go.  Joanne made it look so
simple it ought to have been a breeze! The
resulting mayhem was a joy to behold with
ladies struggling with lengths of willow to
bend into a circle in order to form the base
of the finished article!  Those who
completed this feat were extremely proud of
their efforts, although a completed basket
seemed a long way off.

This was our first meeting after the summer
break and it was encouraging to welcome
three visitors whom it is hoped might
decide to join our ranks.

Although summer seems a dim and distant
memory it was agreed that events such as
the trip to Aldeburgh to see Holiday Snaps
was a side-splitting success, and the sun
even managed to shine for tea in the garden
of Rosemary, our President.  

A taste of things to come for autumn
includes the intriguing ‘New Age Kurling’.
This has attracted keen interest as it is
taking place locally in Hollesley Village
Hall and most of us who have signed up
have no idea what we are in for.  Look out
for a report on this unknown sport in next
month’s Village Voices.   

Julie Kitson

Several members
enjoyed a walk around
Wherstead recently.
From their happy
faces who would guess
they got lost!
(Editor)
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From Our Country Kitchen

Pears This is one fruit that is much better when home-grown, as shop bought ones have
usually been picked too soon. However, firm pears are required for the following recipes.

Poached Pears for 2

Choose a pan in which the pears will fit snugly. In the pan heat 1 pint water adding 1
tablespoonful of sugar, the juice of half a lemon and a few drops of vanilla extract. When
the mixture is simmering carefully add the peeled pears, cover the pan and cook until
tender – hopefully 10 to 15 minutes but it could take longer. Test with a thin sharp knife.
Allow to cool in the pan then remove with a slotted spoon. Serve with a good vanilla ice
cream (see Village Voices May 2008) and either:

1. Hot Chocolate Sauce. Place a small heatproof bowl over a pan of simmering 
water. Break off a few pieces of dark chocolate and put in the bowl with some 
milk . When the chocolate has melted stir together, add more milk if necessary. 
Pour over the pears. Top with toasted almonds.

2. Blackcurrant Sauce. Gently cook blackcurrants until the juices begin to run. Add 
caster sugar to taste and stir until dissolved. Pour over the pears.

Pears can also be cooked in red wine. Put the wine in a pan – add sugar, strips of lemon
rind and a stick of cinnamon. Heat until the sugar dissolves then add the pears and cook
until tender. Remove the pears with a slotted spoon and place in a bowl. Reheat the liquid
and reduce until syrupy. Pour, through a sieve over the pears and leave for a couple of
hours, turning the pears in the syrup to give an even colour.  

Any surplus syrup can be stored in a jar in the fridge and used to flavour braised red
cabbage (Village Voices Dec. 2007)
Don't forget all previous recipes are on the Village Voices web site.

Pauline Austerfield

‘Sing to the Lord a new song’ Are you looking for something different? Interested in God
but not in traditional church services? A new monthly service of Praise and Prayer starts
on Sunday 10th October at 5pm in Hollesley Church. Informal worship - learn new songs
- all welcome - bring your own instruments if you wish.
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From 6th September until 30th October 
we have a photography exhibition in 
our visitor centre. Nigel Baker of East-
ern Light Photography (www.eastern-
lightphotos.com) will be displaying a 
collection of his work, the exhibition is 
called “The Chesnut Horse under the 
Suffolk Sky”.

As always entry to our coffee shop and 
visitor centre is FREE (we only ask 
for payment if you would like to see 
the farm!) so please come down and 
enjoy a cup of tea or coffee and Nigel’s 
exhibition.

Jo Cresdee
Centre Manager
01394 411 327
info@suffolkpunchtrust.org

Heating Oil Bulk Buy 
for October 2010

The next bulk oil purchase scheme will 
be buying at the end of September for 
delivery early October. If you are in 
need of a top up or more then please let 
me know by Thursday 30 September. 

We are now regularly ordering over 
10,000 litres per quarter with over 
50 households now having used this 
scheme, saving a few pence per litre. 

So to place your order contact Andrew 
on 411720 or email Boyton.co2@
btinternet.com.
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‘I’m a Good Dog’

Walk on Sutton Common
9.30am Sunday 3rd October

Meet at Sutton Common South 
Car Park off B 1083 Woodbridge

to Sutton road.

Enjoy wonderful views and find out how
you and your dog can help to keep the

countryside special
FREE EVENT

Neil Lister 384 948
David Mason 388 431

Save Our Aerobics
Class

This is a ‘use it or lose it plea’

A Sunday Shape Up class has been held in
Hollesley Village Hall on Sundays 10 –
11am since January. It involves simple, fun
aerobics combined with toning exercises,
all to ‘high-energy’ music. It is suitable for

all levels of fitness, shapes and sizes, all
ages from 14 years upwards.
Attendance has been dwindling due to
holidays, family commitments, shift 
work changes etc, and Beck may be forced
to cease the class.
It would be a great shame if the village
were to lose this valuable facility. Anyone
reading this who is looking for a fun way
to exercise with friendly people in the heart
of Hollesley can help to swell our numbers.
The cost is £4.50 per session. To book a
place text SSU followed by your full name
to 07956 622330. Bring water and exercise
mat. Website for more info is 
www.bexerciseclasses.co.uk

Sylvia Wade

Pub Charity Quiz
The monthly pub quiz at the Shepherd and
Dog on August 29th coincided with the
Bank Holiday. This meant that there were
four extra teams present comprising visitors
and some teams had to stand to take part!
This led to several aching legs by the end
and team name-changes to fit the situation.
The Graphologists had the right idea by
challenging the youngest team to allow the
winner of each round to have the table and
seats! Apologies to those locals who found
it too much and decided to go home, but,
hopefully, to return for this month’s
offering. In total there were 76 people
taking part with others in the bar trying to
be as quiet as possible! A total of £100 was
raised. This went to the Lifeboats – the
charity chosen by the winning team, ‘Trial
and Error’ regulars well-organised (and
controlled) by Harriet.
Thanks to all those who took part in that
quiz and all the others. The quiz takes place
each month at 8.00pm on the last Sunday –
there is usually plenty of room for you all!
Nick Mason



This walk is further afield than usual but is
still on the River Deben. The scenery is
lovely and Easton is a very picturesque
village. St Mary's Church at Letheringham
is well worth a visit.

1. Start from St Mary’s Church,
Letheringham (½ mile NW of the hamlet,
by the Abbey Farm). Park on a meadow
behind the farm buildings accessed by a
signposted track. There is an information
board about the 12th-century Priory of
which this was the heart, just inside the
iron churchyard gate. Go to the end of the
churchyard wall to the dip in the wall and
brick steps to come out beside the old
Priory gatehouse. Turn left here through
the wooden gate and follow the yellow
footpath arrow through the next gate.
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Easton walk approx. 6 miles (or 4½ miles by shorter route*)

2. Continue straight on along the grass at
the edge of the open field, heading for
woodland. At the far side, cross the
wooden bridge and carry straight on along
the side of the wood and along the side of
the next field with a hedgerow on your
left.  About 150 yards before the end of
this field, watch for a gap in the hedge
allowing you to cross the ditch on your
left.
3. Take this turning and walk beside the
hedge on your right. After 50 yards, locate
the wooden bridge half hidden in the
hedgerow on your right, cross and turn left
onto a wide grassy track. Follow this
through fields, continuing straight on
down to a group of buildings among trees.
Continue straight on to the road.
4. Turn right onto the lane here (Office
Farm) for about 250 yards. At a footpath
sign pointing left at the bottom of the hill,
take this path around the edge of a field to
a pair of brick cottages.
5. Turn right onto the lane and stay on the
lane as it turns sharp left and continues
past some impressive barns, the moated
Old Hall and Letheringham watermill.
6. Where the lane goes over a ford, follow
the footpath sign straight ahead up a track.
An antique white tractor marks the
entrance to private land; bear left here to
cross a concrete and wooden bridge into
trees.  Cross 3 more bridges to emerge
behind the ‘model farm’ buildings of the
Hunt kennels at Easton. Turn right onto
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the road for the village, Church and White
Horse pub (01728 746456)
7. Walk on past the pub and take the
footpath up a track signposted ‘Bowls Club
and Cemetery’, and walk up beside the
long crinkle-crankle brick wall of Easton
Park. Continue beyond the cricket field in
the same direction.  When you reach the
footpath signs at the end of the field, turn
left along the northern boundary of the
Park.  Take care on the wobbly plank
bridge as the path continues between some
horse paddocks and a board fence. Carry
straight on to the lane.
8. Turn left onto the road, pass another
moated house and the modern gates of
Martley Hall. About 200 yards beyond
these, take the footpath signposted on the
right, which gives fine views of St Mary’s
and the Abbey site to the right, and rolling
open fields to the left.  Follow this path to a
T-junction of grassy tracks by a disused
plank bridge. 
9. Turn left here along a headland to a
lane. Turn left here and then right at the
footpath sign. Follow this path round the 

edge of 2 fields bearing right to go down to
the infant river Deben, turn left.  At the end
of the grove of willows, bear left and
continue with the hedgerow on your right
to the road. A ¼-mile detour to the left
here will bring you to Easton Farm Park
with all its visitor attractions and facilities
(01728 786475).
10. To return to the start point, turn right
along the lane. We were ‘buzzed’ by
swallows here and accompanied by a
family of goldfinches. Having crossed
Sanctuary Bridge, fork left briefly and find
the church track signposted on your right. 

*Note : A shorter alternative, for those
willing to walk two-thirds of a mile along
roads : from the pub in Easton simply walk
back along the lane past the Hunt kennels
etc., and take the 2nd right past the Farm
Park entance to arrive at point 10.

Nan Waterfall and Val Dudley
Checked by 
P. Austerfield and Debbie Pipe
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one of the few days I was out, he left a 
note saying he had called and I should 
ring to arrange another appointment. 
I did not bother as it was obvious they 
did not consider my theft important. 
Do they ever get involved in real crime 
or reassuring local people or just visit 
schools and fetes just to look good?

Mick Pattrick
School Lane, Hollesley

Antlion larva on the loose!

This picture of an antlion larva was 
meant to appear in Laurie Forsyth’s 
article on Antlions in August’s Village 
Voices. Fearsome indeed!

Friends Of Hollesley School

The car boot sale, advertised for 19th 
September, will not be taking place 
as there has been insuffi cient interest 
shown.

Diane Coates
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Mothers' Union

Our September meeting was held at
Bromeswell Church for a change with
member Mrs Jan Wilson as our speaker. 

After the short prayer service Jan took us on
her journey to Oberammergau this year for
the once in a decade performance of the
Passion Play.  Apparently about half the
native inhabitants, that is 2,000 villagers,
take part in the performance: bringing the
epic story of Jesus of Nazareth to life for an
international audience.  

The play starts with his entry into Jerusalem
through to his death on the cross and
completing with his resurrection. The show
starts at 14.30 and finishes at 22.30 – eight
hours with a three hour interval.  With
photographs, music and Jan's own
description of her emotions and experiences
during her visit to the Passion Play she
created a very moving and thought
provoking afternoon. Thank you, Jan.  The
play is performed from mid-May to early
October, so your next opportunity will be
2020.

In October we are having two events. The
next meeting will be our AGM Monday 4th
October at 1.30 pm as usual at Bawdsey
village hall. Then there will be a Coffee
Morning with the usual cake sale, bric-a-
brac and raffle to raise funds for the world-
wide programmes run by MU. Please come
and support us 10am – 12 noon on 9th
October. The MU operates through the MU
in other countries or by assisting in setting
up MU in a country.

Until next time - take care and God bless.
Pat 410409
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Hollesley Parish Council notes 
from 9th September 

• 14th September – the last meeting of Hollesley Bay Residents’ Association prior to 
the closing of the Social Club which is due for sale/disposal October 3rd

• 2 seats to be installed on the recreation ground by the end of September for 
residents’ use.

• Letter received from allotment holders about the feasibility of provision of water
• Play equipment to be installed at Oak Hill recreation ground when fitting 

arrangements have been made.
• Cherry trees on the recreation ground which had been cut back have been shaped.
• No agreement has been reached over proposed footpath from Duck Corner to the 

Water Tower. Suffolk Punch Trust would be willing to sell the strip of land to the 
Parish Council providing the original hedge is removed and another planted on the 
new boundary.

Hedges Concern was expressed about the number of overgrown hedges in the village. In
the next few weeks members of the Parish Council will inspect all the hedges.
Landowners will be asked to cut them back urgently where necessary to improve
visibility and make the village safer for walkers, cyclists and all traffic. 

Helen Macleod

Sutton and Hollesley roads junction
As many residents and visitors will be aware, early on Friday morning 20th August an
accident at the junction of the Sutton and Hollesley roads resulted in the Peninsula being
cut off for several hours with traffic being diverted via Butley.  I understand that
fortunately there were no serious injuries on this occasion.

However, there have been serious accidents and frequent near misses at this location, and
I want to compile a list of incidents which I can present to SCC Highways Department to
support the case that something has to be done to improve this junction.

May I therefore ask that anyone who witnesses or is involved in an incident contacts me
with details.  

I would like to remind community and voluntary organisations in your village that I have
a Locality Budget from which I can make small grants so, if you have an appropriate
project which might benefit from a little financial input, please let me know.

Rosemary Clarke
Suffolk County Councillor – Wilford Division
Tel: 01394 412178 Email: Rosemary.clarke@suffolk.gov.uk 
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Weasel’s-snout is hanging on – just!

20 Walks on the Deben Peninsula has now
been reprinted, and is clearly a well-
deserved success. Debbie and Pauline’s
little book is a great spur to get out into the
countryside around our villages, and on a
gusty day in early September we stepped
out on Walk 5: Shottisham and Sutton
Churches. 

On one of those long, sandy field
boundaries that we know all know so well,
the path is fringed by rampant farmland
‘weeds,’ like mallow, field poppy, wild
radish, speedwell, goosefoot, bristly ox
tongue, sowthistle and a score of other
familiar flowers of the fields. They have all
adapted to life in the 21st century, although
herbicides and intensive farming has driven
them out of the crops where they once
thrived, onto field boundaries, verges and
waste ground. They are natural survivors,
and are doing well.

Within sight of Sutton Church we found a
dozen plants of the wonderfully named
weasel’s-snout. Once, it was abundant
throughout the Sandlings, but now finds life
very hard and may be headed for extinction
in Suffolk. In fact, Suffolk’s wild flower
recorders have found it just four times in
the past decade. Its name – like so many old
country wildlife names - tells of mediaeval
folk toiling in the fields who actually knew
what a weasel’s snout looked like. Its other
English name is lesser snapdragon, which
gives you a better idea of how the flower
looks. It is small, pink and attractive, and
the ripe seedpods have three small holes
that look like the nostrils and mouth of a
tiny animal – just like a weasel in fact!
These were the first ‘wild’ plants we have

ever seen. Amazingly, neighbours David
and Shirley Gillard found it in their Parsons
Hill garden years ago, and have managed to
keep this rare annual going from year to
year.

Laurie Forsyth

Weasel’s snout. Actual size 12mm 
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Bettaprint • Design • Print • Digital 

w o o d b r i d g e
l i m i t e d

01394 386628 •  bettaprint@unicombox.co.uk  
1 Carlow Mews Church Street WOODBRIDGE Suffolk IP12 1EA

A Family Run Business

Full Colour Design • Brochures • Magazines • Newsletters
Letterheads, etc & General Printed Stationery

Colour/Black & White Digital Services
• FREE Delivery Service with in the local area

Not Bad for a Bad Lad

Michael Morpurgo and Michael Foreman at Hollesley

What a treat it was for a large audience including many children to be at the Suffolk
Punch Trust for the launch of award-winning Michael Morpurgo’s latest book Not Bad for
a Bad Lad, beautifully illustrated by Michael Foreman. The two Michaels told us how
they had collaborated to write 25 children’s books. Our children have discovered some of
them already at school and listened, enthralled as they heard more stories and extracts
from the book.

Abby with her very own copy of the book.

The setting is local and special for us as it is set in the Hollesley Bay Colony Borstal of
the 1960’s. The lad is born in London during the war and gets up to all sorts of mischief
which finally has him sent away to Hollesley Bay. He begins to change his life around
when he has the chance to work with the Suffolk Punches at the Stud and is encouraged
by Mr Alfie who believes in him.                                                           Helen Macleod
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Fundraiser for RDA at Poplar Park

Jumping at the One Day Event

Thanks to Poplar Park and all who gave up their time to volunteer for the One Day Event
which included show jumping and Cross Country. All proceeds went to the RDA after
expenses.
An opportunity was given for riders to gain experience for themselves and the horses, as
the jumps were not too demanding. One jump did cause a problem, however, and some
horses refused it. On inspection, a blue wavy line painted on the top rail to represent the
sea appeared to frighten them.
The photo below shows the ‘Pairs competition’, where two horses go together and jump
one after the other.

Isobel Lilley

Pairs competition
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Local Contacts

Hollesley Village Hall Bookings Christine Gillespie 411562

Boyton Village Hall Bookings Val Murray 410117

Hollesley School Lynne Wright (Headteacher) 411616

Welcome Club Marion Collins 411262

Hollesley Womens Institute Gina Forsyth 411727

Mothers Union Pat Fleetwood 410409

Hollesley Players Sharon Culley 01728 688446

Whist Drives Jill Cocksedge 411108

Hollesley Bowls Club Roy Winchester 411564

Indoor Bowls Nigel Smith 411549

Alderton Surgery 411641

Hollesley Badminton Club Chris Andrews 411126

Junior Soccer Keith Banthorp 01473 737474

Judo Club Julie Jolliffe 410483

1st Sutton Brownies Sonja Patterson 420576

Hollesley Playgroup Amanda Johnson 07947 887497

Hollesley Parent and Toddler Kerry Simoes 411603

Emergency Planning Coordinator Barry Towler                                    07530 571607

Suffolk Link Bus Sadie 0845 604 1802

Marine Life Rescue Head Offi ce 01825 765546

Hollesley Parish Council Dennis Driver (Chairman) 411707

Noelle Gore (Clerk) 411032

Boyton Parish Council Keith Lilley (Chairman) 411409

Alan Hall (Clerk) 411432

District Councillor Rhona Sturrock 411082

County Councillor Rosie Clarke 412178

Hollesley Bay Day Centre Audrey Shelcott 411776

Community Police Offi cer PC Andy Warne 01473 613500

Hollesley Commons Nick Mason 411150

Community Car Service Janet Gardiner 01473 630866

Marian




