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September 2008
Dear friends,

In August Village
Voices we told you
about the ‘Ebb and
Flow’ project which
involved half our school
children. Here you see
some of them along the
river wall at Snape with
three  dimensional
models they made of
the river.   As I write
this all our children are
still on their holidays.
We hope you all had a
wonderful time and are
looking forward to the new school year, whether at Hollesley, or at Farlingaye. Meet our
new school Hollesley reporters on p.3.  Have you heard about the 4000 year old gold Torc
that was found at Boyton? It is thanks to some detective work by Alan Stoddart that we
can reveal its story in this month’s feature, p.4.  The last fete of the season will be held at
Boyton on 6th September. Read all about it on p. 6 and 7, and come along to support the
village. See also your pull-out form for the Photographic Competition next year, and take
lots of photos during the rest of the summer. 

Helen Macleod (Editor)

Church                                  p.8

Land Army and 
Timber Corps badges    p. 10

New bus timetables                  p. 13

Past Times                                p.16

Upper Hollesley Fence               p 35
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Local Contacts
Hollesley Village Hall Bookings Christine Gillespie 411562

Boyton Village Hall Bookings Val Murray 410117

Hollesley School Lynne Wright (Headteacher) 411616

Welcome Club Marion Collins 411262

Hollesley Womens Institute Joan Croome 411348

Mothers Union Pat Fleetwood 410409

Hollesley Players Sharon Culley 01728 688446

Whist Drives Jill Cocksedge 411108

Hollesley Bowls Club Roy Winchester 411564

Indoor Bowls Nigel Smith 411549

Phantom Archers Robin & Karrie Langdon 412114

Youth Club Vanessa Bishop 412080

Hollesley Badminton Club Chris Andrews 411126

Junior Soccer Dave Ward 411651

Judo Club Julie Jollife 410483

1st Sutton Brownies Sonja Patterson 420576

Hollesley Playgroup Noelle Gore 411032

Hollesley Parent and Toddler Kerry Simoes 411603

Dawn Lusher 412009

Marine Life Rescue Head Offi ce 01825 765546

Hollesley Parish Council Dennis Driver (Chairman) 411707

Noelle Gore (Clerk) 411032

Boyton Parish Council Keith Lilley (Chairman) 411409

Alan Hall (Clerk) 411432

District Councillor Rhona Sturrock 411082

County Councillor Rosie Clarke 412178

Thames Coastguard 01255 673228

Community Police Offi cer PC Andy Warne 01473 613500

Hollesley Commons Nick Mason 411150

Community Car Service Janet Gardiner 01473 630866
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The school holidays may be upon us but the
school is still buzzing with activity as 25
children from Hollesley and Bawdsey take
part in a two day sports club. This is being
run at the school by Premier Sport and they
hope to run it again on 1st September.

At the end of term the children harvested
most of their vegetables which were then
prepared as part of the school lunches.
From the 2.935kg of potatoes that they
sowed a massive 42.813 kg have been
harvested! They were also very successful
with peas, dwarf beans, salad leaves and
carrots!

We are very grateful to the many people
who have provided plants for our pond. We
now wait with interest to see what wildlife
will be attracted to this exciting new
habitat. Thank you all for your support.
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Introducing our new School Reporting team
My name is Sarah Anderson and I am 10. I love sports, horses and skating. I also love
dogs. I live in Hollesley and I am very proud of it. Writing this I am in year 5 but I am soon
going to be in year 6. I am really looking forward to being a reporter. I get to be a reporter
with my friends. I want to be a professional horse rider when I grow up, with my mum. I
am already doing jumps on horses and it is really fun. I have a great time playing the
trumpet and the piano. I love Doctor Who because of all the monsters. I like riding my bike
wherever I can and whenever I can. I sometimes ride my bike to school. 

My name is Natalie Whitney, I am ten years old and I am in year six. I live with my mum,
dad and my brother in Oak Hill. I like riding my bike with my friends and doing art. When
I grow up I want to be a famous artist. I also love sports and playing trumpet. I love listening
to ‘The Beatles’ and watching Doctor Who.

One day I would like to visit New Zealand to visit a friend of my mum’s.
I am looking forward to being a School Reporter.
My name is Katrina Rideout. While I am writing this, I am 9 but in 13 days I will be 10.
I live in Hollesley and my favourite film is Yellow Submarine. I am looking forward to
being the school photographer. I have two dogs Ace and Milo.   

News from Hollesley School

Harvesting potatoes 



My first investigation was to unearth all the
documents that Mrs Bantoft wrote for an
exhibition in 1981, and then to consult the
Boyton Website.

The Boyton Torc
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When I moved into Boyton in 1972, I soon
became aware of an ancient artefact that
had been found in Boyton – The Boyton
Torc, but no one seemed to know where it
was or indeed when it was found or where.
The status remained the same until 2007,
and 35 years had passed and the Torc was
still a mystery. When I started to write
‘A Brief History of Boyton’ I was forced to
find out the truth.

But what is a Torc (or Torque)?  It is a gold
or bronze neck or arm adornment which
was made in the Bronze Age, a period about
2000BC until about 700BC. Some are
heavy works of the goldsmith and some are
light. The only nearly contemporary
account of a Torc being worn is by Dio
Cassius who wrote of Boudica in 62 AD
‘around her neck was a large golden
necklace’. Even though Torcs were no
longer made, they were considered worth
wearing 800 years later.

Was the Torc found here?
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Unfortunately the references I found did not
make my understanding any clearer. There
were just vague hints.

Next I visited the Suffolk Records Office in
Ipswich. They have a vast wealth of data but
none of it was what I was looking for.  They
advised me to seek the help of the Suffolk
County Council Archaeology Department in
Bury St Edmunds. There I was immediately
referred to the Suffolk Monument Records
(SMR) and there, at number BOY Misc
MSF2641, was the record to prove that the
Torc existed.

There are 77 SMRs that are within the
Parish Boundary and they cover
Palaeolithic, Mesolithic and Neolithic
records and then right on until the Second
World War. The record of interest gave the
present location of the Torc as The British
Museum. I contacted them and was advised
that the Torc was on show in gallery 50, but
it wasn’t there when we went to London to
see it. The gallery had been refurbished and
the Boyton Torc had been placed in their
gold vault! Thus, on a subsequent visit to
London I arranged a visit to the department
responsible, to try and see the Torc. Ben
Roberts met us and took us into an inner
office where visitors could view
objects……….

and there it was!

It was a fine piece of work, quite plain, but
beautifully crafted, in pure gold. At some
stage it had been broken at the back. We
were able to handle it and take some
photographs.

When was it found?

Two contemporary reports state that it was
discovered in a ‘Loam Pit’, 12 feet down,

that was being dug by a labourer; on
Tuesday 20th January 1835.     The find was
reported in the Ipswich Journal on the 24th
January 1835. It was also reported a year
later in the Magazine Archaeologia No
XXVI 1836 by a Mr Edward Stodart (no
relation to the author as far as I know).
These two reports give the same date for the
find.

Where was it found?

This is now the major controversy in that
there are conflicting reports of the find
location. Of the two contemporary reports
only one gives a location of the pit and that
is 200 yards to the rear of the rectory. Basil
Brown (Sutton Hoo Archaeologist)
surveyed the village and came to the
conclusion that it was found near Dock
farm. There seems to be no evidence to
support Basil Brown and there are no maps
that show locations for Loam pits that
coincide with the positioning near the
Rectory. The best that I can offer is the
contemporary account in the Ipswich
Journal mentioning 200 yards to the rear of
the Rectory.

The depth of the find (12 feet down in a
layer of solid loam) cannot be substantiated
as the Torc could have been dislodged from
the tapering sidewall to be ‘discovered’ at
the bottom. Supporting this concept is the
thought that the solid loam would have been
deposited many millennia before Torcs
were made. The modern philosophy of
rescue ‘digs’ was not known then and no
records were kept, hence the confusion.
What is certain is that The ‘Boyton Torc’ is
kept carefully for posterity in The British
Museum.

Alan Stoddart
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From Hillside

Hollesley church 
by Michael Cavanagh 1978

As lots of you will know I have retired
from school, and what mixed feelings this
brings. Some days I am relieved when I
hear my daughter, Kirsten, talk about
getting ready for the new term, getting to
know her new class and all the books that
will soon be in neat piles ready to be
marked. On the other days I am sad that I
will not be going back to the staff room
chatter, the constant noise of five-year-olds
and the routine of each day.

I know it is the right decision. It is time to
move to the next phase of my life; to be
amongst you all in the village. It is a new
time for me but it is a new time for all of
you as well.

We are very excited about our new Vicar.
David and Joan will live in Rectory Road.
If you love Bonsai trees then you must look
at David’s collection. I believe he has about
100! 

Both he and Joan play the guitar, so if you
play an instrument there might be the
possibility of some practices.

We all have to move on through our lives;
on a journey that I believe is mapped for
us. Isn’t it a scary thought that someone,
God, knows what we have been, what we
are, and what we will be. The next part of
my life is to be the Vicar of Bromeswell,
Shottisham and Sutton, but still to live at
Hillside. It is a half-time post and still gives
me lots of time to join activities in the
village. 

My licensing service will be at Sutton
Church on Monday 3rd November at
7.30pm.

Everyone is welcome
Judith

Confirmation

Confirmation is the taking of the vows        
made for you at Baptism for yourself. 

Bishop Clive, the Suffragan Bishop, will  
be at Hollesley Sunday 21st September. If 
you would like to be a ‘Jesus person’ then
ring me and talk about it. 411642

Judith
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WEEKDAY SERVICES
Wednesday
12pm Sutton

1st Thursday
3pm Glebe House, Hollesley, Evensong

3rd Thursday
10.30am Glebe House, Holy Communion

4th Friday
2pm Mary Warner Homes, Communion

2nd Thursday 7.30pm
Colyton, Hollesley, Prayer Group

Day Boyton Hollesley Other Places
3rd February 11.00 PF

All Age Worship 
Christingle

9.30 JA
Communion

9.30 Alderton
11.00 Sutton, Bawdsey
6.30 Shottisham

6th February
Ash

Wednesday

6.30 JA
Service at All Saints’, Hollesley

For the beginning of Lent and the Imposition of Ashes
10th February 9.30 LC

Morning Praise
9.30 Alderton
11.00 Ramsholt, 4.30 Sutton

17th February 11.00 DM
Communion

9.30 DM
Family Communion 
with Sunday Club

9.30 Sutton
11.00 Alderton

24th February 9.30 DP
Communion

9.30 Shottisham
11.00 Bawdsey, Ramsholt, 
Sutton

Ministers:  JA - Revd Judith Andrews  PF - Pat Fleetwood (Elder)
  DM - Revd David Murdoch  DP - Revd Canon Deidre Parmenter
  LC - Lydia Calvesbert (Reader)

Church Contacts

Team Rector:
Revd David Murdoch, 01394 450336

Assistant Vicar:
Revd Judith Andrews, 01394 411642

Hollesley Churchwardens:
Fred Stentiford, 01394 411469
Joan Butcher, 01394 411689

Boyton Churchwardens:
Malcolm Fleetwood, 01394 410409 
Isobel Lilley, 01394 411409

Tower Captain:
Alan McBurnie, 01394 411517

Organist:
Giles Bradley, 01394 411124

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

19TH APRIL

RETURN OF THE

GORDON BENNETT BAND

HOLLESLEY VILLAGE HALL

28TH JUNE

SUMMER FETE

HOLLESLEY VILLAGE HALL
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CHURCH SERVICES SEPTEMBER 2008

Day Boyton Hollesley Other Places

7th 11.00     PF 9.30 JA 9.30 Alderton, Bromeswell
September All Age Worship Communion 11.00   Sutton

6.30 Shottisham

14th 9.30   LC 9.30  Alderton, Bromeswell
September Morning Praise 10.00 Ramsholt, 6.30 Sutton 

11.00 Bawdsey, Shottisham

21st 11.00    JA 9.30 Bromeswell, Sutton
September Confirmation Service with 3.00 Harvest at Bawdsey

Bishop Clive

28th 11.00     JA 9.30 DM 9.30 Shottisham
September Harvest Communion 11.00 Bawdsey, Bromeswell,

and Ramsholt

WEEKDAY SERVICES
Wednesday
12pm Sutton

1st Thursday
3pm Glebe House, Hollesley, Evensong

3rd Thursday
10.30am Glebe House, Holy Communion

4th Friday
2pm Mary Warner Homes, Communion

2nd Thursday 7.30pm
Colyton, Hollesley, Prayer Group

Ministers: JA Revd Judith Andrews LC  Lydia Calvesbert (Reader)
PF  Pat Fleetwood (Elder) DM Revd David Murdoch

Pat Shannon  01394 411214

Dates for your diary
at Hollesley Church

20th September – Barn Dance  
21st September Confirmation 11a.m
17th October – Harvest Festival 9.30

17th October – Harvest Praise
with Tea – 3pm

21st October – Licensing of 
Revd David Matthews 7.30pm
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Our hardworking village wartime Land
Army and Timber Corps ladies have now
all  received their badges along with a
certificate from Gordon Brown. We look
forward to seeing the badges being worn
with pride on special occasions. If anyone
has yet to apply, I have a few forms left. 

Delighted to receive their badges

Rose Batchelor from Boyton with her Land
Army badge. Above her is her husband’s

painting of her wearing her 
Land Army uniform

Welcome to Peggy Cole who is a new subscriber
to Village Voices

Many readers will be familiar with Peggy Cole’s regular column in the East Anglian
Daily Times on Mondays. Perhaps Peggy’s mention of the Land Army badge will

encourage others from East Anglia to claim theirs.  
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YOUTH TALK
A HUGE THANK YOU

Hollesley Youth Club wants to say thank you for the kind
donations it received last month.  The Village Fete

Committee kindly donated £150 towards equipment and
events which is very much appreciated.

We were also really touched by the thoughtfulness
of Andrea and Simon Phoenix, who got married in July

and had asked their guests to donate money to the
Youth Club rather than buy wedding gifts and we would
like to thank them for their generous donation of £275.

It is really encouraging for us to know that we have
support from the village and hope that the Youth Club

will go from strength to strength.

Items for the Youth Page
We are always on the lookout for interesting items for this

page and we would love to hear from you if you know of any
events or young people’s achievements. It doesn’t have to be
a big piece, just a few lines.  As our own kids get older we
tend to lose touch with what the younger ones are doing 

YOUTH CLUB
Wednesday 10th September   7.30pm – 9pm   Subs £1
It was really great to see so many new faces on the open

evening, look forward to seeing you all on the 10th.

If you want to put anything on this page, please call 
Vanessa 412080 or email youth@villagevoices.co.uk
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Hi, once again!

It’s been rather quiet this month with only one incident. On July 29th, at 1615 we were
called to the river mouth at Shingle Street where the yacht ‘Blue Streak’ had gone
aground and was being severely buffeted by the wind. The Harwich Inshore Lifeboat was
called and managed to tow the stricken yacht to safe water. The yacht then carried on its
journey upriver to Orford. That’s it for this time. Safe passage.                        Roy Clark

Shingle Street Coastguard

Bus services from 18
th

 August
From Orford to Ipswich no. 71

Capel St Andrew phone box 0720 0942 1108 1312 1512

Boyton Dock Farm Road 0724 0946 1112

Hollesley Oak Hill
Duck Corner

0728
0731

0950
0953

1116
1119

1318
1321

1521
1525

Woodbridge Turban Centre 0750 1010 1136 1338 1538

Ipswich Hospital 1039 1205 1407 1603

Ipswich Tower Ramparts 0836 1051 1217 1419 1616

From Ipswich to Orford no. 71

Old Cattle Market 0930 1130 1330 1510 1720

Ipswich Hospital 0942 1142 1342 1527

Woodbridge Turban Centre 1007 1211 1411 1601 1755

Hollesley Duck Corner
Oak Hill

1022
1025

1226
1229

1426
1429

1616
1619

1810
1613

Boyton Dock Farm Road Request Request Request Request

Capel St Andrew phone box 1031 1235 1425 1625 1821

Circular route Hollesley – Orford. 72, 72 A

W/B Turban C. 0650 0930 1110 1310 1440 1740 1816

Holls D. Corner
Oak Hill

0912 (0949)
0945

(1129)
1125

1351
1355

1521
1325

(1729)
1725

1856

Holls Cor. Ave 0727 1013 1153 1753

W/B Turban C. 0744 1030 1210 1410 Request 1810 1910

Timetables are shown on parish council noticeboards
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Hollesley Players

Audition for our Panto 

Puss in Boots

Friday 5th September, 7pm
Hollesley Village Hall

Come along and have a go!
Children over 8 very welcome

Suffolk Historic
Churches Cycle Ride

Saturday 13th September
Churches open 10am – 6pm

Like a challenge?

Why not raise money for the church of
your choice and the Trust. Get fit and

have an enjoyable day out. For
information and sponsor forms contact

Joan Butcher 411689

Bawdsey Haven Yacht Club

Visit to Bletchley Park
Saturday 18th October

The site of Bletchley Park is famous for
the code breaking of enemy encrypted
messages, sent by the German Enigma
machines during World War 2. There are
exhibitions of related material in the
Victorian mansion adjoining a lake.
Coach travel and tour of the site £25. Pick
up points Alderton Village Hall 8.25,
Bawdsey Village Hall 8.30 and Hollesley
Shepherd and Dog 8.40am

Contact Nick Rose, Secretary 410258
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Past Times
Hollesley School reception class 1972

My son Patrick Cavanagh is 3rd from the rt in the back row. He is nearly 41 now. How
many of you still live in the village? I recognize some of you. Write to us at Village Voices
and tell us how your lives have moved on since this picture was taken. The class teacher
is Judith Andrews, and she is still firmly rooted in Hollesley. (Editor)

Judith was born in Norfolk and brought up
in Woodbridge. Her father had the
butcher’s shop opposite the library. In 1968
Judith Coleby, as she then was, came to
teach at Hollesley School, where the
headmaster was Mr. Ford. This was in the
old school building which is now
converted to houses. 

She soon met Les Andrews, who was born
and bred in the village and in 1970 they
were married at St Mary’s, Woodbridge. At
first they lived in Alderton, and then near
the white water tower in Hollesley before
finally settling into their home, the newly
converted Methodist Chapel on Tower Hill,
in 1983. Early in 1974 the present school
opened, under its Headmistress Enid

Butler, but Judith soon left as her daughter
Kirsten was born in 1974, followed 2 years
later by Danielle. 
After fulfilling various part-time teaching
appointments, Judith returned to Hollesley
full-time in 1983 until 1989 when she
moved to Kyson Primary, up to her
retirement in July this year. Many local
children will remember Judith as their first
ever teacher. What memories do you have
of Judith and your days at Hollesley
School? How different was it then? 

During all this time Judith worshipped
regularly at Hollesley, where she joined the
choir in 1988. She also assisted Revd John
Gates as an Elder and became a Reader in
1992. The Diocese started a local ministry

Revd Judith Andrews
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scheme for priests to work within their own
communities. Judith worked hard for this,
somehow juggling studies and taking
services whilst continuing in her full time
teaching post. She was ordained in 2000
and was soon conducting baptisms,
weddings and funerals, and ministering to
the sick and those in need at home. Judith
says that all this would not have been
possible without the constant love and
support of her husband, Les.

After 40 years of teaching, Judith is having
a well-earned rest, but not for long! We

look forward to welcoming our new Vicar,
David Matthews, to Hollesley, when Judith
will take the charge of 3 parishes:
Bromeswell, Shottisham and Sutton. 

Judith, we are delighted to know that you
intend to continue to live in Hollesley and
remain very much part of this community.
Thank you for all you have done for us,
and Village Voices wish you well as you go
forward to pastures new.

Helen Macleod

From Kelly’s Directory 1896 
(sent in by Nick Horrex)

Hollesley is described as a parish and
village 8 miles from Woodbridge and 6 _
miles from Melton station. The church had
been restored in 1886 at a cost of £2000,
the north aisle added, a new roof put on,
the walls encased in flint and partly rebuilt.
During restoration an arcade of 4 Early
English arches was discovered. The tower
contained 3 bells. The Rector was the Rev.
Robert Lawrence M.A. of St Johns College,
Cambridge.

The main landowners were Captain
Algernon W. Cobbold, the Colonial College
and Training Farms Ltd, (also the Lords of
the Manor) and Lord Rendlesham. Chief
crops were wheat and barley. The
population in 1891 was 605.

The Board School (mixed) was erected in
1877 at a cost of £1500 for 100 children,
average attendance 82. George Cooke was
the Headmaster.

There is a long list of commercial activities with some familiar names. Long-standing
local residents in Hollesley may be able to tell us more about them:

Jonathan Andrews, farmer
George Dalby Balls, machinist
Walter Beeton, builder
Frederick Bloomfield, shopkeeper
Robert Boon, shopkeeper
William Folke, cooper and basket-maker
Colin Holmes, bootmaker
Horace Holmes, shoemaker
Alfred Ransby Lennard, farmer and asst
overseer
Edward Lennard, shopkeeper and
postmaster
Charles Levett, blacksmith
Henry Ling, carrier

Jas. McQuire & Co, grocers and drapers
Mrs Mary Ann Middleditch, beer ret.
Miles Middleditch, carrier
Mrs Leonora Page, farmer
Robert Pottle, shopkeeper
Thomas Reed, Fox Inn
John Sharman, shoemaker
William Smith, farm bailiff to Capt A.W.
Cobbold
William Stebbings, farmer
William Threadkell, farmer
Arthur Woods, farm steward to the
Colonial College
William Folke, Parish Clerk 



Diary— Sept
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thur

Mothers’ Union
1.30pm

Bingo, 7.30pm

Welcome Club, 2pm

Short Mat Bowls
7-10pm

Mobile library

Short Mat Bowls
2pm

Badminton, 8-10pm

Parent & Tod
2-3pm

Hollesley Par
Meeting, 7.30

Phantom Arc

Judo Club

Brownies, 5.30-7pm

Bingo, 7.30pm

Hollesley Bay Day 
Centre

Short Mat Bowls
7-10pm

Womens Institute
7.30pm

Short Mat Bowls
2pm

Hollesley Youth Club
7.30-9pm

Badminton, 8-10pm

Parent & Tod
2-3pm

Phantom Arc

Judo Club

Brownies, 5.30-7pm

Bingo, 7.30pm 

Welcome Club, 2pm

Short Mat Bowls
7-10pm

Mobile library

Short Mat Bowls
2pm

Hollesley Youth Club
7.30-9pm

Badminton, 8-10pm

Parent & Tod
2-3pm

Phantom Arc

Judo Club

Brownies, 5.30-7pm

Bingo, 7.30pm 

Short Mat Bowls
7-10pm

Hollesley Bay Day 
Centre

Short Mat Bowls
2pm

Hollesley Youth Club
7.30-9pm

Badminton, 8-10pm

Mobile Polic
8.30-9.45am

Parent & Tod
2-3pm

Phantom Arc

Judo Club

Brownies, 5.30-7pm

Bingo, 7.30pm 

Short Mat Bowls
7-10pm

Mobile library

1 2 3

8 9 10

15 16 17

22 23 24

29 30



tember 2008
sday Friday Saturday Sunday

ddler

rish Council 
0pm

chers

Whist Drive
Boyton Village Hall
7.15pm

Hollesley Players Panto 
Auditions, 7pm
Hollesley Village Hall

Boyton Fete
1pm Suffolk Wildlife Trust 

Working Party, 9.30am
Ring Nick Mason for 
details - 411150

ddler

chers

Whist Drive
Boyton Village Hall
7.15pm

Suffolk Historic 
Churches Cycle Ride

ddler

chers

Whist Drive
Boyton Village Hall
7.15pm

Barn Dance
Hollesley Church
7-10pm

e Station

ddler

chers

Whist Drive
Boyton Village Hall
7.15pm

Charity Pub Quiz
8pm, Shepherd & Dog

To have your event listed here, 

please contact

Debbie Pipe on 01394 411976
or 

email diary@villagevoices.org.uk

4 5 6 7

11 12 13 14

18 19 20 21

25 26 27 28
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Dear Editor,

Having received my Land Army brooch it
came with many happy memories. I found
this photograph taken with an old box
Brownie. It shows a gang of us pulling and
carting sugar beet  with a 2 wheeled
tumbrel on a farm in Eye. The one on the
right with the horse is me as I was the only
one with those girls who was not afraid of
the horse, most of them being townies.

There were good times as well as sad
times, during the war!

Ena Emmens
Moorlands, Hollesley

Dear Editor,

I just had to write to you to say how
thrilled I was to see a picture of my dear
late mother Florence Potter in your June
issue with her brother Jack Middleditch
sent in by my cousin Ray Middleditch of
Walton, Felixstowe.

I attended Hollesley School, was in the
church choir, and both my daughters
Angela and Rosalyn were christened at
Hollesley Church by Rev. John Gates. My
brother Don was Landlord of The
Shepherd and Dog and my brother Nelson
Potter owned the sawmill in Rendlesham
Forest. Sadly both have left us now.

Your Letters – always popular with our readers

It was very interesting reading about Nigel
Smith and others that I was at school with.
My sister-in-law Sherrill Potter kindly sent
me the magazine. I always hold a special
place in my heart for Hollesley, where I
lived in my teens and later at Oak Hill
before moving to Woodbridge.

My mother was matron of Mary Warner
Homes, Boyton. She loved the people there
and they loved her too. On many occasions
when someone was unwell she would take
them a meal. Good to see a picture of
Eileen Middleditch: always so bright and
cheerful – a lovely person. 

I know you are doing a great job as Editor
and it takes up many hours of your time. I
know, as my husband is Editor of the
Essex Koi club, but like him, I expect you
enjoy doing it. Keep up the good work!

Iris Chasmer
Rayleigh, Essex

Yes, Iris, it does take up a lot of time, but it
is always lovely to receive letters from
people like you and to bring news and
views to the readers of Village Voices
(Editor)

Dear Editor,

I can tell you something about the Fox
Outing photo in July Village Voices. My
parents, Abraham (always called ‘Hod’)
and Rhoda Middleditch are standing at
the back. My Dad is the tall man with
the cap on and my Mum is standing on
the right. My Dad died in June 1962 so I
think this photo might have been in the
1950’s.

Shirley Gillard, Parsons Hill
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Dear Editor,

You asked whether anyone could fill in
some names on the 1930’s Hollesley
School photo in June Village Voices. Well,
I can help! The first little boy on the left of
the middle row next to Jimmy Curtis is
none other than myself. My sister has just
been to stay, from Yorkshire. She took one
look at the little boy with his socks down,
little pants showing below his trousers and
dirty knees from playing football, and she
said - ’That’s YOU!’

I can still remember going to school with
John and Rosie Bere, Bobby Pottle, Joan
Burwood (who lived at Shingle Street,) and
Vincent Hannett, brother of Bruce. 

Ray and Richard Middleditch

I enclose a photo of myself and brother
Richard which must have been taken 
on the same day as I have the same clothes
on. Thanks again for a great magazine.

Ray Middleditch
Walton, Felixstowe

Dear Editor,

I am writing to ‘Village Voices’ from the
Hollesley Welcome Club to let everyone
know just how pleased we were to be given
£150 from the Hollesley Fete profits and to
say thank you again to the fete committee.

We shall decide at a committee meeting
how we shall use the money to benefit all
our members.

Marian Collins
(Hon. Secretary)

Dear Editor,

Readers are invited to come along to
Buttrums windmill on 21st September for
an end of season party. There will be a
sponsored Parachute teddy bear drop from
the top of the windmill, and a prize for the
best parachute!

Teas and cakes will be available and all
proceeds will go to the St Elizabeth’s
Hospice.

Keith Burton
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Since our last article on boules, things have moved on apace.  The Hollesley Shepherd and
Dog team is now sitting on top of the Deben division of the Suffolk Coastal Petanque
League, with one game to play (see table below).  A win or draw will make us champions,
with a play-off in early September against the Blyth division, up the coast, for the unofficial
title of Suffolk Coastal champions.  Even a defeat might be enough, depending upon the
games difference between us and Aldeburgh Boules Club.

Played Won   Drawn   Lost  For Against Points

Hollesley Shepherd & Dog 7 4 3 0 18 10 11

Aldeburgh Boules Club 7 3 3 1 17 11 9

Suivre Les Boules Playford 6 2 2 2 13 11 6

The Exiles Bealings 6 2 2 2 12 12 6

Ye Olde Coach & Horses Melton 6 0 0 6 4 20 0

Home and away wins against the Coach and
Horses (Melton), a home win against
Playford and an away victory against The
Exiles Bealings have put us in this position.
A number of players have excelled,
including Robin and Karrie Langdon,
Graham Newman and Nick Mason. Karrie
and Robin have been engaged in some
mammoth tussles to come out victors, often
by a single point. Karrie was unlucky to lose
her unbeaten record in her last match v The
Exiles on 27th July, but came back in her
second game (to carry Nick!) and win what
was another close encounter. Meanwhile
Jonathan Forsyth and Giles Mason remain
unbeaten.

Playing Boules at The Shepherd and Dog
Many thanks are due to Gill and Ray at the

Boules out for summer

Shepherd & Dog for providing the
sandwiches for the teams at home matches.
Very much appreciated.

Our thoughts now turn to the Victory (or
Silver Medal position) celebration. As a
newcomer to the village, I’m uncertain
about custom or protocol in these matters.
Is it usually an open-top bus with showers
of tickertape, or a ride through the village
towed by a tractor or maybe the Suffolk
Punch Christmas carriage?  Does Dennis
Driver as Chair of the Parish Council
usually make a speech from the balcony of
the village hall congratulating the
victorious team?  What about the bestowal
of Freedom of the Village, giving us the
legal right to herd sheep along The Street in
perpetuity?  Maybe a special peal of bells
from the bellringers at the church and a
school holiday?  I will have to consult on
this….

In the meantime, the friendly informal
games continue in the car park of the
Shepherd and Dog on Tuesday evenings
(weather permitting).  All are welcome.
Who knows, maybe we will enter two
teams next year.

Danny Bethell



September 2008 page 24 www.villagevoices.org.uk



www.villagevoices.org.uk September 2008 page 25

Mothers Union - August
August 4th was a lovely day for the
Mothers Union Annual Picnic. This year
we had 27 children and 21 adults.
The youngsters had the full run of the
recreation grounds, including the tennis
courts. It was good to watch them letting
off steam and using up their apparently
endless energy. 
It makes you realise that there is a
generation coming up who do play and run
around as we did, if we allow them to.
Their food, the sweets and drinks were all

consumed and everybody finished the
afternoon happy and some a little tired.
My thanks to all those who came,
especially all the Mothers Union members
who worked hard to make the day a
success.
Our next meeting is Monday 8th
September 1.30pm Bawdsey Village Hall.
Mrs Wijnberg will be talking about
Mothers Union in Africa. Visitors are most
welcome. God Bless 

Pat Fleetwood
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Local Walks - A family walk to Tangham

Distance 4.5 miles

1. Start from the Car Park on Upper Hollesley Common opposite Red Lodge.
2. Take the grass path through the heather in a north easterly direction to a wire fence.  

Turn left and walk to the wooden field gate.  Go through the gate to the right and 
follow the track.  Go through the next gate and continue along the track.

3. You will see the nightjar sign which marks the Sandlings Walk.  Note the wooden 
sculpture on the left.  Continue in the same direction along the sandy track to 
Tangham Cottages.

4. At Tangham Cottages you will see a white marker post number 9 on your right.  
Bear left on the tarmac road, continuing along the Sandlings Walk route.

5. You will see two signs on your left saying ‘No access to horseriders’. Turn left at the
second one, where there is a set of four red and white posts marking the junction and
a black marker for the Sandlings Walk.  You will come to a blue marker post with 
the large wooden nightjar play area to your left.  

6. Continue straight on to a junction marked by both coloured marker posts and a 
Sandlings Walk sign. Turn right here, past the crocodile sculpture, and follow the 
path to the car park.  There are toilets here, and ice creams and hot drinks and cycle 
hire are available from 11am to 5pm at weekends and during school holidays.  Ring 
07706 479965 for details, or check the website 
www.eastcoastmountainbiking.co.uk.  There is also a play area for the children.
The Forestry Commission organise events here – check the website for details
www.forestry.gov.uk.

7.  Turn right just before the play area along the grass path between the trees.  This is       
a good place to spot birds – we saw a green woodpecker and a goldcrest.

8.   Turn right at the tarmac road and walk back to the four red and white posts, point        
5.   Turn left here and follow the red marker posts.  Cross the bridge over the                   

Pond, then turn right and continue with the stream on your right.  Ignore the next 
right.

9. Turn right at the major crossroads of tracks and paths.  Walk uphill and where the     
track levels turn right at the T junction.  Continue straight along the stony track   
until you reach a barrier across the track. We saw a nightjar and some cinnabar moth
caterpillars along here.  We also spotted a small copper butterfly, a brown argus and 
a gatekeeper.

10. Go round the barrier and continue to the crossroads of tracks marked by a white 
sign, no.8.  Go straight across. Continue along the footpath (ignore the cycle track 
which forks right).

11. At a t-junction bear left and follow the path which will bring you out at the lower car
park on Upper Hollesley Common.

12. At the car park, turn right, then left onto a footpath leading through bracken and 
trees, keeping roughly parallel with the road to your left, and follow this trail back to
your starting point. (This is part of a circular walk linking the two car-parks; either 
half can be used.)

Debbie Pipe and Pauline Austerfield



www.villagevoices.org.uk September 2008 page 27



September 2008 page 28 www.villagevoices.org.uk

Things are warming up

Experts continue to argue the reasons why
the fairly stable global climate the world
has known for a very long time is now
regularly producing extreme weather events
in many countries.  Few can deny that
Earth is getting warmer, and some of the
results can be seen right here in Hollesley. 

Wildlife responds to changing climate as
rapidly as it is physically able to:
vegetation very slowly advances or retreats,
but mammals and other ground-dwelling
animals are much more rapid.  Highly
mobile birds move quickly to exploit new
breeding areas, but it is the insects that
expand their range fastest of all.  

A wasp from the Mediterranean region is
flourishing in Tower Hill, and the superb
heather on Sutton Common is the home of
a very large and handsome hoverfly from
southern Europe.  Three years ago it was
unknown north of Manningtree.
Dragonflies are also famous pioneers, and
in recent years many continental species
have been found in Suffolk and Norfolk.
Our countryside, coast and sea – and your
garden - are new homes for wildlife from
Europe.  Most are harmless.  Some, like
the little egrets at Shingle Street are very
beautiful indeed.  

Laurie Forsyth

A casualty of global warming and longshore drift?

Orford Lighthouse

This familiar landmark, easily seen from
Shingle Street, was built in 1792. 
It has been an important beacon for 
shipping in our changing and dangerous
coastal shingle banks. Keepers lived in
adjacent cottages from 1837 when trained
keepers were installed. The cottages were
demolished in the late 1950’s but Trinity
House is still responsible for the upkeep of
the lighthouse.

During both world wars it  was
camouflaged and the light only operated
when needed.  Despite that, it was used as
an aid by both allied and German aircraft.
Electricity replaced paraffin in 1959 and
the light was automated in 1965. 

As our coast is under threat from rising sea
levels and erosion it is predicted that this
favourite landmark cannot be saved from
the sea. It is not in immediate danger, so
let us enjoy it for as long as we can – it is
part of our landscape! Helen Macleod
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Protection of our heritage

Readers will have seen an article in
August’s Village Voices about the Alde
and Ore Association and will have received
a brochure highlighting the risks facing the
Alde and Ore Estuary.

We are fortunate to live in such a beautiful
area close to heaths, forest, sea and rivers,
but this benefit brings shared
responsibilities for its protection and
maintenance. As an example, readers will
be aware of the problems of land erosion at
East Lane which with the timely help of a
private initiative will soon, it is hoped, be
resolved.

Unfortunately that is not the only local
problem to be faced. For instance, if
maintenance of the beach and sea wall at
Slaughden is not continued and a breach
occurs, enormous changes could happen to
the estuary, the surrounding land, towns
and villages, even the silting up of the
present river mouth.

The Government is not obliged by law to
protect the land from sea erosion and

flooding, with the exception of
internationally protected wildlife areas.
The Environment Agency (EA) is now
implementing Government policy to
withdraw maintenance from river walls.

The Alde and Ore association is trying to
inform people locally of these likely
problems, not to be alarmist but to enlist
their help in on-going negotiations with
the EA.  The Association is convinced that
timely maintenance to the river walls can
succeed which will give protection from
North Sea surges and, as importantly, time
to assess properly changing climate
conditions.  But the EA remains to be
convinced.

These are complicated problems. For more
news and information (and for a
membership application form)
www.aldeandore.net

Brian Johnson
for Alde and Ore Association
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Surge tide over the road to Shingle Street
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Hollesley Bowling Club

Good shot!
As the outdoor bowls season draws to a
close with shorter daylight hours, leading
to some matches finishing under
floodlights, it is time to reflect on what has
been a poor summer for weather. Many
matches have been postponed, when
various bowling greens were too wet for
play. This has lead to a congestion of

fixtures at the end of August and early
September. The Hollesley bowling green
has been well maintained throughout and
has been used as a neutral venue in the
latter stages of county competitions. Old-
established clubs from Ipswich have
expressed their delight at the excellent
facilities and hospitality shown to them.
Our Open Tournaments in June and July
were, again, well attended, with more than
seventy bowlers from around the county,
enjoying an all-day competition, with many
booking their places for next year.
Hollesley need to pick up points in order to
retain their place in the First Division of
the Woodbridge League, with five matches
to play against strong opponents. We are
also still involved in cup competitions.          

Roy Winchester
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From our Country Kitchen
I have been at a loss with regard to preserving courgettes. If you grow them there are
always too many to use. The following recipe solves the problem by turning them into a
tasty soup, which can then be frozen if required.

Courgette and mint soup Serves 4

2 tablespoons olive oil 1    lb courgettes, sliced
2 medium onions, chopped 1    lb vegetable or chicken stock
2 cloves garlic, chopped 6 large sprigs mint
1lb potatoes, diced

1. In a large thick bottomed pan gently heat the oil, add onions and cook until 
softened.

2. Add garlic and potatoes. Cook further 5 mins, stirring to stop them sticking.
3. Add courgettes. Cook further 5mins
4. Pour in stock, bring to boil, reduce heat and simmer until potato is cooked 

(Approx 10 – 15mins)
5. Strip mint leaves from stalks and add to soup. Cook for further minute. 
6. Take off heat. Cool slightly. Liquidise in a blender and if using straight away, 

return to pan to reheat
7. Ladle into bowls. A spoonful of double cream poured on top adds a nice touch. 

Can also be served chilled.                                 

We would like to have a Home Produce stall at next year’s Hollesley Fete. I am asking
all our jam, jelly, pickle and chutney makers out there to make an extra jar to donate to
the stall. This way we will have a varied selection to offer our visitors. 

Pauline Austerfield 
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Baking and jams
at Boyton Fete

2007

Can you do even better
this year?

Come along on September 6th 
and see if they have!

1/2
1/2
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Suffolk Punch Trust

Uno enjoying the sun

The name chosen on ‘name the foal’ Day
at the stud, is ‘Uno’. It really suits him as
he is looking now, and will be a lovely
horse when he matures. Thank you to all
who entered the competition. We had a
great time at Hollesley Fete in July along
with Colony Charlie. I helped on the food
stand while Harry Pankhurst did a great
job in cooking the food. What a lovely
community spirit we have in Hollesley,
something that is getting rarer these days.
Doing the cart rides on Christmas Morning
reminds us every year of the community
spirit that exists. Some villagers asked for
a collection bucket on Christmas Morning
as you would like to make a donation. I
will do so and it’s a very kind thought.

We received a very generous donation of 8
Puffa Jackets for the stud grooms and our
regular volunteers. They are delighted with
their jackets and on behalf of the team, I
would like to say a heartfelt thank you to
Stuart Austerfield and Brigitte. The
donation to The Suffolk Punch Trust given
by the PCC was gratefully received and

will be put to good use. 
The hay is now cut for the winter and
we have plenty of it. Thank you to
those who came to help with clearing
the ragwort. We had good fun, lovely
weather, high spirits and the work got
done. Ron and Eve made tea and
coffee which kept us going throughout
the day.

The fence is now up on Oak Hill
(hooray) and it looks very good. The
horses are back in the field. Please
don’t feed them. Freshly cut grass, for
instance, can cause them to become

seriously unwell. The Suffolk Punch is at
the top of the heavy horse endangered list
and each  one of them is very precious to
us.

We still need a volunteer to help
gardening around the stable area of the
stud - mainly weeding and a bit of grass
cutting. Please get in touch with me if you
can spare a couple of hours a week.

Events in September

Wagon Rides in Woodbridge 13th, 14th
September – from the station.
Tuesday 16th September, Ladies’ Walk
and Ploughman’s Lunch at the Hollesley
stud (Caroline Donsworth  01728 621682,
or  sptfundraising@tiscali.co.uk)
Friday 26th September Harvest Supper
and Barn Dance at the Hollesley stud.
I hope to see you at one of these events

Tara Foy
www.suffolkpunchtrust.org
suffolkpunchtrust@hotmail.com  
07841 778658
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Bettaprint Print & Design

w o o d b r i d g e
l i m i t e d

T: 01394 386628 • E. bettaprint@btconnect.com   
1 Carlow Mews Church Street WOODBRIDGE Suffolk IP12 1EA

A Family Run Business

Full Colour Design & Print • Brochures • Magazines • Newsletters
Letterheads, etc & General Printed Stationery
Colour/Black & White Digital Copying Services
• FREE Delivery Service with in the local area

Farm2Form
After living in Eyke for 20 years I moved
to Boyton 18 months ago, with my wife and
2 sons. 
I run a business called Farm2Form,
providing a service to schools aiming to
educate young people about farming. There
are various activities and the ‘Living Eggs’
programme is particularly popular,
involving hatching eggs in schools. I also
run ‘Dairy Days’, with life-size artificial
cows, ‘Sow and Grow’ and ‘Healthy
Eating.’
During the course of the year I have hosted
farm visits. During the summer Term 15
schools from Clacton, Bungay, Martlesham
and Ipswich have all enjoyed digging
potatoes, picking peas, trailer rides, feeding
chickens and collecting the eggs from my
200 layers.

The visits to Boyton Hall Farm have taken
place with the full co-operation of A W
Mortier Farms. The funding for the coaches
has been met by the local farmers. This has
enabled the schools to learn about where
their food comes from without the visits
costing vast amounts of money.

Roger Cosgrove 07841 372169
www.farm2form.co.uk

Collecting eggs on the farm
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The Upper Hollesley fence
I have been asked to point out exactly
where this fence will be situated. I know
that sometimes it is confusing as to where
Upper and Lower Hollesley Commons are!
For those of you who don’t know Upper
Hollesley Common, it is the area of
Heathland on the right just before
Woodbridge Base. On the western edge is
the ‘Bomb Dumps’ and on the south-eastern

edge is the area where there are a lot of
Travellers at present.

The present fence is marked on the map.
The new fence will extend out, so that the
base fence and the border with Forest
Enterprise will be about three quarters of it.
A sizeable area of Forest Enterprise land
will also be incorporated in it. This is also
marked.

Both Car Parks will be inside the fence
which will continue, inside the trees, along
the road. Probably, the only visible piece of
fence will be the piece that already exists
between the Red Lodge Car Park and the

Base. I hope this map helps – if not do get
in touch (411150)

It is hoped that the whole thing will have
little impact and it will certainly be less
obvious. There will be more gates and
those where horses pass will have approved
horse gates. The gates will be in useful
places where people go. I left them off here 
to keep the map as clear as possible!

The area will benefit from grazing to return
it to the impressive Heathland it was at the
end of the Second World War. The SWT
Beaulahs and Hebrideans will do most of
the grazing although there is a plan to bring
in more Exmoor ponies that have proved so
popular. They may stay all year round
whereas the sheep are taken off for the
winter and go to graze some of the Trust’s
meadows.           

Nick Mason

Upper Hollesley Common

Existing fence  - - - - -

New fence   ------------

There will be 2 Field and Bridle

gates, 2 Easy Access Gates from

the Car parks and 3 other

Kissing gates






