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This month you have a stand in editor 

as unfortunately illness in the family 

meant that Helen 

was unable to edit 

April’s Village 

Voices. I and the 

rest of the Village 

Voices team hope 

that we have been 

able to maintain her 

standards.

This month’s Village 

Voices has an 

moon, pictured here, was visible across 

a large part of Europe on the evening 

of 3rd March 2007, but also from our 

gardens in Hollesley, where the lack 

of light pollution gave us an excellent 

view. The Poplar Park Horse Trials on 
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10th and 11th March attracted some 

international and Olympic competitors, 

against which 

our local talent 

acquitted themselves 

well.  You can read 

about this on page 

25. Finally, the 

Shepherd and Dog 

hosted a European 

contest all of its 

own recently. Nick 

Mason tells us about 

it on page 27.

Dear friends

Rob Claxton.
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Year of the Book

So how did you celebrate World Book 

Day?  I’d love to say that I spent the 

day in bed reading a very good book, 

but even on World Book Day teachers 

have to teach. So I didn’t!

Instead I joined a marvellous 

celebration in school as the children 

and staff came to school dressed as 

their favourite book characters. I came 

to school dressed as James Bond, so 

did four other boys! We had Cinderella, 

the Worst Witch and so many more.  

It was an excellent day, thanks to the 

amazing efforts of the parents and 

children.

The following day, local poet Fred 

Sedgwick came to visit. The children 

All the latest from Hollesley Primary School

heard lots of amazing poems from him 

and then went on to write their own! 

My class were so inspired that we have 

compiled our own books of poetry and 

illustrated them too.

There are some great displays in our 

school hall of poems and photos from 

these two days. If you are coming up 

to school be sure to pop in and have a 

look.

School Council

Our school council have just given 

decided what they would like done 

with the money kindly donated by our 

local branch of estate agents, Hamilton 

Smith. They chose to buy some new 

P.E. equipment for use during lessons 

and at playtimes. 

The only problem 

is that balls come 

several children and 

I have spent some 

lunchtimes pumping 

them up and sorting 

out our P.E. shed. 

It all looks great and 

the children will 

really enjoy using 

the new equipment.

David Dee

Senior TeacherLocal poet, Fred Sedgwick visiting Hollesley Primary School
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From the Rectory

WEEKDAY SERVICES

Wednesday
7.30am Hollesley, 12pm Sutton

1st Thursday
3pm Glebe House, Hollesley, Evensong

3rd Thursday
10.30am Glebe House, Holy Communion

4th Friday
2pm Mary Warner Homes, Communion

3rd Monday 7.30pm
Colyton, Hollesley, Prayer Group

Etymology and entomology: 

One is the study of words and 

the other of insects, but do you 

know which is which? Well, here 

is a clue; the etymologist would 

know the difference!

Talking of which the derivation 

of the name of the month April 

(Latin Aprilis) is probably from 

the Latin aperire, “to open,” in 

allusion to its being the season 

monath, the period sacred to Eostre or 

Ostara, the pagan Saxon goddess of 

spring, from whose name is derived the 

modern Easter.

Like me you may have noticed that 

spring this year came early, and probably 

like me, two much used words came 

to mind: Global Warming! Every faith 

tradition calls on its followers to protect 

what God has given us. The Bible tells 

us, “The Earth is the Lord’s and all 

that is in it” (Ps 24:1). Part of God’s 

message to us at the time of creation 

was that we are to “till and to tend the 

garden” (Gen 2:15). What this means to 

us, as people of faith, is that we have 

a moral obligation to make responsible 

choices that protect and preserve God’s 

creation.

As we soak up the splendor of spring 

we are reminded of that precious gift 

that God has given us; New Life. Not 

just the new life that is all around us in 

the glories of late spring but the New 

Life in His Son Jesus that we celebrate 

at Easter.

Easter this year is Sunday 8th April 

and we shall have our Easter service in 

Hollesley Church at 9.30am and during 

the service we will have a baptism. 

Happy Easter to you all.

Yours Geoffrey.
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Church Contacts
Vicar: Revd Geoffrey Clement, 
Shottisham Rectory, 01394 411748

Assistant Vicar:
Revd Judith Andrews, Hillside, Hollesley, 
01394 411642

Hollesley Churchwardens:
Fred Stentiford, Sheepstor, Boyton, 
01394 411469 & Pat Shannon, Sandling 
House, Hollesley,
01394 411214

Boyton Churchwardens:
Malcolm Fleetwood, 7/8 Mary Warner, 
01394 410409 & Isobel Lilley, Bellfield, 
Boyton,
01394 411409

Tower Captain: Alan McBurnie,
01394 411517

Organist: Helen Burrows,
17 Squires Lane, Martlesham Heath,
01473 625196

Day Boyton Hollesley Other Places
1st April

Palm

Sunday

11.00 JA

Village Service

9.30 JA

Communion
Meet opposite entrance to 

Parson’s Hill at 9.00am

9.30 Alderton, 11.00 Bawdsey 

and Sutton, 6.30 Shottisham

8th April

Easter

Day

11.00 JA

Easter

Communion

9.30 GC

Easter Communion

9.30 Alderton, Shottisham

10.30 Bawdsey

11.00 Ramsholt and Sutton

15th April

Low

Sunday

11.00 GC

Communion

9.30 LC

Village Service with 

Sunday Club

9.30 Sutton

11.00 Alderton

22nd

April

9.30 GC

Communion

9.30 Shottisham

11.00 Bawdsey, Ramsholt

29th April Service for all 7 parishes

11.00 Holy Communion, Bawdsey

Ministers: GC JA

  LC

Church Services

Holy Week Services

Maundy Thursday, 5th April, 7.00pm 

at Hollesley, there will be a Communion 

service which will include the ministry of 

foot washing. Have your feet washed by 

the Clergy in an act of service to others.

Good Friday, 6th April, meditate 

on the 14 Stations of the Cross and 

walk from Sutton at 10.00am along 

to a service at Shottisham at Midday.

Easter Even, Saturday 7th April, there 

will be an Easter vigil at Tunstall at 

the church. There will be an opportunity 

for you to renew your Baptismal vows 

and support candidates as they are 
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News from the Suffolk Punch Trust

Royal Visit

The Suffolk Punch Trust is to be 

honoured in early April by a private 

visit of HRH, The Princess Royal, 

who has always taken a keen interest 

in the Trust and its work. The visit 

to the Colony Farm at Hollesley will 

opened the new Community Centre 

in Aldeburgh. The Trustees will brief 

her on the latest developments at the 

Stud and, in particular, the next phase 

to build a new access road, car and 

coach parking, a visitor centre and 

the refurbishment of the stables and 

walkways.

Forthcoming Events

We will be showing a mare and foal at 

the Easter Egg Hunt at Elmhurst Park 

Woodbridge on 7th April.  Why not 

come along and see us there?

Advance notice

animals at the Woodbridge Horse 

Show, which is being held at the 

Trinity Park show ground in Ipswich.

Village Voices Open Day

The Trust would like to thank the 

organisers of the Open Day and 

Photograph Competition for inviting us 

to take part. It gave us the opportunity 

to make many new friends, clarify 

our plans and, hopefully, dispel a few 

myths along the way.

If anybody wishes to learn more about 

our plans, or help out at the Stud, 

please contact John Marsh, the Project 

Manager, on 01473 612639 or visit 

www.suffolkpunchtrust.

org,  which has just been given a major 

overhaul.

The London Marathon on 
22nd April

well, with over £1000 raised so far for 

his run in the London Marathon on 

22nd April.  Don’t forget to look out 

for him on the TV, running in a shirt 

bearing the Trust’s logo. It’s not too 

late to sponsor him by going to his 

http://ww.justgiving.com/andywarne

or by contacting Roland Hammond on 

07831 497873.
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Quilt Show success benefits East Anglian Children’s 
Hospices

On behalf of ‘The Cotton 

Club,’ I would like to thank 

everyone who supported our 

Quilt Show, either by visiting, 

are delighted to be able to 

send a cheque to the East 

Anglian Children’s Hospices 

for an amazing £4000.

Valerie Winchester

Why not join our club? 

411564 for further details.

Valerie’s lovely wall hanging depicting ‘Winter’ was voted Best Wall Hanging in the Show

Deben Ferry

The Deben Ferry will operate between 

Bawdsey Quay and Felixstowe Ferry over 

the Easter Weekend, on weekends during 

April, seven days a week from May to 

the end of August, and at weekends in 

September and October.

For further details, please contact 01394

282173.

Red Sea to Dead Sea - 
187 miles, 4 days, 1 bike

Hollesley man, Rob Evans, together 

with friends Paul Hayman and Paul 

Marshall, is set to join the National 

Deaf Children’s Society in Jordan to 

ride 187 miles in just 4 days. The ride 

will take the trio through a variety of 

strewn trails and lonely desert tracks.

To raise money for their cause, the 

group are selling inch squares of 

pledge of £25.

For more information or to sponsor the 

group you should visit their website 

http://dead2red.com/.

Mobile Library Times

Butley: Butley High Corner 10.20-10.30am

Boyton: Mary Warner Home 10.40-11.00am

Hollesley: Oakhill 11.10-11.25am

Hollesley: Moorlands 11.35-11.55am

Hollesley: Shepherd & Dog 12-12.15pm

Hollesley: opposite Harewood House 12.20-
12.30pm
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How times have changed
Keith Bailey takes a look at clocks and watches and their repair over the years

Unlike in Victorian times, today a 

20th century, the trade was often 

associated with a jewellery shop. 

Occasionally a watch and/or clock 

repairer could be found locally. In 

Norfolk in the 1930’s and into the 

1950’s my father repaired watches 

and clocks for local folk in any spare 

time left over from farming and local 

preaching. His forebears were clock 

and watchmakers in 

Lincolnshire in the 

1800’s.

My interest in horology 

began while observing 

my father working on 

watches. He taught me 

at the age of 12 how 

to dismantle, clean, 

oil and reassemble a 

watch, after which I 

ventured into doing this 

for school friends. The 

common watches of the 

1950’s were  made by 

Smiths, Newmark and 

Ingersoll; affordable but not meant to 

last long!

My interest was revived in the 1970’s 

following my father’s death. By then 

we had come to live here in Hollesley. 

Soon after this I took in the occasional 

job locally. Following early retirement 

(I was a radio technician, and am still 

a bit of a Ham!) clock repair became 

my main activity, with a workshop at 

home.

I overhaul and repair many sorts 

of clocks from humble mantel to 

longcase, together with case and dial 

restoration. Some work, which is 

beyond my capacity, has to be put out 

to a specialist.

It takes many days to overhaul some 

clocks, particularly 

when new parts 

have to be made. A 

longcase clock dating 

from the late 1700’s 

may have a history of 

neglect, rudimentary 

repairs and a damp 

environment. The 

tooling. Many old 

techniques prevail 

but gone is the 

method of cleaning 

the mechanical parts 

with bucket, brush and 

ammoniated soap solution! Now an 

used.

It is impossible to price jobs at an 

hourly rate. Having a car serviced 

might cost £150 and it will be done in a 

day, but a clock repair costing the same 

would take many days.

Keith Bailey at work
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Down the centuries newer ways of 

measuring time have emerged. The 

daily rotation of the Earth and it’s 

yearly progress around the Sun led 

to ingenious ways of dividing up 

these long periods. Days measured in 

hours with a sundial & nights divided 

mechanical clocks divided hours into 

quarters. Minutes were adopted when 

clocks became more accurate with 

the invention of the pendulum in the 

1600’s.

Watches began as portable clocks 

having a balance wheel rather than 

for impulsing the pendulum or the 

balance wheel, coupled with improving 

industrial techniques, led to the further 

division into seconds. The Industrial 

Revolution increasingly depended 

on accurate timing of processes and 

the safety aspect.

In the 1700’s, John Harrison, a country 

carpenter, developed an accurate ship’s 

timekeeper, enabling the calculation 

of position with respect to port of 

departure. His chronometer won him 

the Longitude Prize of £20,000  and 

revolutionized sea travel.

Gravity, atmospheric pressure and 

temperature affect timekeepers. I am 

carrying out experiments with two 

Free Pendulum clocks of my own 

construction; one clock faces North 

and the other West. Results recorded 

over the last two years are being 

compared with the motions of the 

Earth and Moon with respect to the 

Sun.

In our lifetime we have seen mains 

synchronous, battery rewind and 

electronic clocks; electronic watches 

using balance wheels, tuning forks 

and quartz resonators. There are now 

radio controlled watches and clocks, 

distantly synchronized to an atomic 

clock. Probably we shall see a watch 

having an internal atomic heartbeat 

and keeping time more accurately than 

that!

We tend to be complacent about these 

amazing devices! We attach more 

value to a clock from the 1700’s than 

a modern watch that is vastly more 

accurate. The fact is, the old clock is 

repairable but the watch very likely 

isn’t.

Clock mechanism in all its glory



April 2007 page 10 www.villagevoices.org.uk



www.villagevoices.org.uk April 2007 page 11

wanted
Our PS2 has broken beyond repair.

e

Do you have one you no longer use which we could buy off you?
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What a fantastic event our 

Village Voices Open Day 

and photography competition 

exhibition proved to be.

Visitors arrived as soon as the 

doors opened and a steady 

day.

representing the many organisations 

in Hollesley as well as over 120 

photographs. A large TV screen 

showed all the digital entries and 

an interesting presentation from the 

Suffolk Punch Trust.

The Village Voices team would 

like to thank everyone involved for 

their support and hard work. Those 

who entered their photographs, the 

organisations who set up stalls, the 

bowls club for opening up their 

car park to accommodate the many 

visitors cars and of course the ladies 

from the Hollesley WI for providing 

delicious refreshments all day.

We would welcome any feedback 

and suggestions on the event for 

possible future Open Days.

Village Voices Photography Competition and Open Day

Visitors pack the Village Hall during the Open Day

Helen Macleod and some of our younger 

competition winners

And very special thanks to Wendy and Mike Adams for all their 
efforts that made the Open Day possible in the first place.



April 2007 page 14 www.villagevoices.org.uk



www.villagevoices.org.uk April 2007 page 15

One cool Saturday, 

I went to a game, 

I was in goal, 

The rest were in pain, 

We did the training, 

Our coaches were proud, 

We were excellent, 

And the match ball was found, 

We went on the pitch, 

Samuel scored, 

We went in at half- time, 

The water was poured, 

We went out again, 

It was the second- half, 

Daniel scored another, 

We needed a bath,  

It was nearly over, 

Our coach took a pill, 

The whistle blew, 

We had won two nil. 

By Simon Coates 

Age 10

One Cool Saturday

people in the local area to travel. We operate the Leiston, Framlingham, 

We are appealing for Volunteer drivers, if you have a relatively clean driving 

licence, passed your test before 1997, then we need your help.

It takes just one person to give a few hours a week or once a month out of 

their lives to make all the difference to someone else’s. All the volunteers 

agree that it’s very worthwhile and rewarding.

If you don’t feel that driving a minibus is for you then why not become a 

passenger assistant? Full training is also given. We also have an opportunity 

for a Committee Secretary.

Please call 01728 830516 for more information and an informal chat. We look 

forward to hearing from you.

Lyn Soer, Manager.

Coastal Accessible Transport 
Service Limited
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Past Times - Village Faces and Places
Hollesley Church Choir, 1930’s (see letters page)

From Left to Right: 

Front row: Bertie Middleditch, Harry Middleditch, Dickie Middleditch, Wally Miller, Jimmy Smith, 

Ray Middleditch. Middle row: Esme Prew, Vera Middleditch, Phyllis Beaton, Kay May Lennard, 

Revd. Arthur Wicks, Hon. Gillian Barrington, Phyllis Collins, Dorothy Hood, May Cooper. Back

row: Monty Sherman, Brian Sherman, Hugh Sherman, Grace Sherman, Marion Cooper (Norton), 

Edna Collins (Williams), Jimmy Prew, Cecil Middleditch, Mr. Rooke (organist).

WOODBRIDGE SCHOOL
SWING BAND CONCERT

If you didn’t attend this free concert on 

24th February you missed out. The au

dience of 96 people in Boyton Church 

were treated to a programme of swing 

young people, led by Mr Paul Shep

herd. The programme of a number of 

decades of music from Caravan, The

Rockford Files, Music to Watch Girls 

By, was split by an interval enabling 

the audience to mix and enjoy some 

refreshment.

The second half was as varied as the 

Alright, Ok, You win and 

Harlem Nocturne. The arrangements 

gave various soloists the opportunity to 

show us their instrumental skills. Toby 

Richards gave a drum solo that left the 

audience feeling that they had seen and 

heard magic. Rachel Sparkes tingled 

the nerves in our spines with the sound 

of the saxophone. So many incredible 

moments did these young people give 

to us,  as individuals in solo and as a 

band, they deserved the ovation they 

received at the end for an encore.

Our thanks to Woodbridge School 

for a truly wonderful evening which 

encouraged the audience to together 

donate nearly £700.00 towards the 

Church Restoration Fund. 
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Your Letters - once again, they make interesting reading this month

Dear Editor

By chance I was looking at the news and 

saw that there was a planning application 

for Bushey Lane. Only one person has 

There is a bigger issue than just building 

an “estate” in the road where I live. 

The proposal contravenes the most 

important policies of the Development 

Plan, and the principle of allowing house 

elsewhere, sets such a national precedent, 

that it could go to a public enquiry. 

Alderton and Bawdsey have been kept 

well informed by their councillor. I am 

extremely disappointed that the chairman 

of Hollesley PC. has apparently not 

as he refused my request for a meeting for 

Hollesley residents. One of the points from 

the 2005 Hollesley Parish Plan was “the 

need to improve the way local government 

communicates with residents”. I suggest 

this needs a little more work.

Mrs J. Halliwell

Bushey Lane, Hollesley

Dear Editor,

May I congratulate the Village Voices

team for organizing the Open Day in 

Hollesley Village Hall on 17th February. 

The event gave so many organizations 

and charities a wonderful opportunity to 

publicise their activities. It was a most 

enjoyable social occasion for the many 

people who attended. The photographic 

exhibits were a fascinating view of our 

working and varied community we are. 

Thank you all very much.

Rosie Clarke

1, Stebbings Close, Hollesley

Dear Editor,

Village Voices, February 2007 by the 

warden, Viv, at the retirement place where 

I live. She knew that I came from Shingle 

Street.

presentation of such an excellent magazine. 

I noticed the comments on Doughy Charity 

coming off his bike. I can remember this 

well when he was homeward bound after 

a few drinks at the Lifeboat Pub at Shingle 

Street. It was dark and he was following 

the light of his friend Digger’s bike. Digger 

had just rounded the North bend in the 

road. While still following his back light, 

Doughy kept going straight thus ending 

up in the ditch.

I knew both these guys very well as I went 

to work with them at Boyton Hall. This 

I was a Shepherd’s page driving a pony 

and trap. At that time Digger Gowen was 

the head horseman and Doughy Charity 

was a shepherd cum tractor driver. One 

of the jobs I remember was with Doughy 

across Boyton and Hollesley Common to 

the Melton Lamb sale. This was a walk of 

six or seven miles.

(continued on  page 21)
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(continued from page. 19)

I was in fact born at Dumb Boy, the house 

halfway to Shingle Street 84 years ago. 

I went to Hollesley School, growing up 

with my brother and sister. My brother 

and I joined the church choir. Our Choir 

mistress was the Hon. Gillian Barrington. 

She was married at St. Martin in the Fields, 

in London and she took all the choir to sing 

at her wedding. It was such an honour for 

us all.

I enclose a photo of the choir dating from 

around the early 1930’s.

Raymond Middleditch

270, High Street, Walton, Felixstowe. 

What an interesting letter. Thank you so 

much for writing to Village Voices. See 

Past Times on  page 18 for the Choir 

photo (Editor).

The Activity Centre for disabled people, created by Hollesley RDA at Pettistree Farm, 
Sutton, has proved to be a great success. It is now operating 6 days a week and currently 
providing riding therapy, recreational driving and occupational interest for people of all 
ages.

More than 100 adults and children a week are enjoying these facilities and there is still a 

COULD YOU HELP US?
You do not have to  be able to handle or even know about horses, but we do need 
people to walk beside each rider to help him or her carry out the exercises and follow 
instructions.

Two hours weekly, morning or afternoon during term time is all that is needed to help 
this most rewarding cause and afterwards there is always a welcome cup of coffee or 
tea.

If you are interested and would like further information, please telephone either of the 
following organising members:

Riding for the Disabled Association

Shirley Green (01394) 411251     Rosie Clarke (01394) 411490

Easter Praise

Raising money for Hollesley Church
and Suffolk Wildlife Trust

Dance

Sunday 22nd April

Hollesley Church, 3pm 

followed  by refreshments.

Requests for hymns or transport to 

Judith 411642 or Di 411079

Saturday 21st April, 8 till late

Hollesley Village Hall 

Dance to the Gordon Bennett Band 

with music for everyone from Elvis to 

the Kaiser Chiefs 

Tickets £5 including interval snacks  

Bring own drink and glasses

Tickets from Nick 411150, Di 411079, 

Geoffrey 411748 or Judith 411642
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Sports and Clubs The latest on activities around the area

SUTTON HEATH ADULTS 
FOOTBALL

Oh how the season has changed! The 

team is now playing with much more 

now 8th in the league.

On 11th February we played Paul’s 

Reserves who were in 5th position in 

the league. We played very well in an 

end to end game with both defences 

dominating the game. The end result 

Church in great form.

On the 18th we played Trinity, another 

tough one against the 4th placed 

team. This was an outstanding team 

performance by Sutton, winning 3 

– 1. Every one played their part with 

Grant Williams Man of the Match. He 

scored 1 goal, the others coming from 

Brendan Crisp and Stuart Ballantyne. 

This was a great result.

performance away to Suffolk Life. The 

outstanding win 6 – 2, stretches our 

unbeaten run to 5 games (Remember 

the beginning of the season now?!). 

Man of the Match Craig Williams was 

in great form, scoring a hatrick. The 

other goal scorers were Brendan Crisp, 

Peter Kaznica and Liam Miller. This 

was a great team performance, Sutton 

coming from 2 goals down to win.

Len Busby

PHANTOM ARCHERS

Since our last article we have started 

to get into the swing of things, with 

a major improvement in our results 

in the Andy Harris league. We are 

currently in division 3 and are in a 

respectable 4th place out of 10. Not 

a bad effort for a small village club! 

We are still weak on our showing of 

adult numbers but are now training a 

promising new recruit, in the shape of 

Ann Mason, whose son Tom puts up a 

good effort for the junior team.

Robin Langdon, Jon Pyecroft and 

John Rainbow are battling it out for 

top place in the seniors, while Tony 

Bridgeman and myself are aiming for 

the bottom. We welcome Liam Miller 

into the senior team now that he has 

turned 18.

There is plenty of rivalry, or should I 

say competition, in the junior team for 

a place on the score board with good 

performances being put in by Chris 

Pipe, George Barnard, Josh Luckman, 

Sam Bridgeman and Tom Mason. 

William Protheroe is soon to turn 

18, so that will boost the senior team 

but will deplete the juniors, therefore 

creating a space for a new recruit.

All in all, things are looking up after 

our dismal start to the season. You 

could say we are “back on target”!

Richard Pipe
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10th January

entered the Bawdsey Cup knock out 

competition at Leiston CC. All played 

well with Carl Lennard runner up.

17th January

were narrowly beaten 5 – 4. P. Knights 

for the Shepherd had 5 scores over 

100.

31st January

at the Orford Sports & Social Club. On 

the same night, on a second board, we 

played a previously postponed league 

match. Darren Stone was playing for 

were at full strength we lost the league 

5 – 4.

February 7th

against Orford Sports ‘B’ team.  An 

easier night and an 8 – 1 win. Jeannette 

however she did redeem herself in the 

ladies game, winning 2 – 1.

February 14th to top side 

Wickham George. Again a heavy 

defeat of 6 – 3, despite all the Shepherd 

& Dog players raising their game. D. 

Bailey scored 4 ton pluses, C. Lennard 

5 scores over 100, including a 102 shot 

out and L. Copping hit a maximum180.

Jeannette again won her ladies game.

March 7th

Sports ‘A’ team. Another close match 

with yet another defeat. After the 6 

singles games we were level at 3 – 3. 

We then lost 2 of the 3 pairs matches to 

lose 5 – 4. Jeannette Knights was able 

to put the pressure on at the top of the 

ladies league by winning 2 – 1.

Carl Lennard

SHEPHERD & DOG DARTS  DIARY   

Current Men’s League
P W L Legs Difference Pts

Wickham Market George 9 8 1 24

Leiston Constitutional 9 8 1 24

9 6 3 18

Orford Sports Club ‘A’ 10 6 4 18

Hollesley Shepherd & Dog 10 3 7 9

Orford Sports Club ‘B’ 9 2 7 6

Sutton Plough 9 0 10 0

Current Women’s League (top 3 only)
P W L Legs Difference Pts

Leiston Constitutional  9 7 2 +8 21

Hollesley Shepherd & Dog 10 7 3 +6 21

9 6 3 +8 18
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HOLLESLEY PRE-SCHOOL FOR 2½ -5YRS

We are VERY happy to announce our success at securing funding for a new purpose 

built home. The project begins next month and we hope to open our new premises by 

September. We will offer increased hours in the format of 2 x 3 hour sessions per day with 

Contact the Committee for further details, or if you wish to register interest. We will move 

into the school’s spare classroom during the build. We cannot wait for you all to join us on 

the day of our grand opening, date to follow in due course!! 

Bye-bye Leaky, Dangerous, 
Portacabin

Hello Purpose Built Pre-school
(with Built In Warm Loos!!!)

Ofsted Inspected. Learning through play, with our highly trained 

& committed staff, we connect closely with our local School to aid 

them in a smooth transition into the School environment. Let the 

adventure begin......

For more information & a free visit Tel:01394 411032.  

The Portacabin, School Lane, Hollesley

HOLLESLEY SHORT MAT BOWLS CLUB
TWO-WOOD TRIPLES COMPETITION

Team P Won Draw Lost For Ag Diff Pts

F 10 7 1 2 112  70 +42 15

A 10 7 0 3 113  69 +44 14

C 10 5 0 5  94 105 10

D 10 4 0 6  94 104  8

B 10 3 1 6  87 101  7

E 10 3 0 7  74 125  6

The Teams:

A – E. Middleditch, B. Clares, H. Brown B – K. White, J. Cooper, D. Andrews

C – B Tobin, N Smith, R Whinchester D – M. Bennett, B. Bennett, K. Clements

E – R. Collins, H. Witton, B. Ling  F – G. Dearn, I. Dearn, J. Leek

So well done to the winners, the Dearn team, which is almost an anagram of the 

The indoor season is coming to an end, with members looking forward to the 
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For 24 years Poplar Park has put on an 

internationally renowned event, run to 

same rules as Badminton and Burghley 

horse trials. It attracts equestrian stars 

from all over the world to compete 

against the 

best of Brit

ish talent (and 

Olympic team 

members).

Regulars in

cluded Pippa 

Funnel, Sha

ron Hunt, Ol

iver Townend, 

the French 

sisters, Jo 

Chipperfeild 

and the ever 

smiling Ni

gel Taylor. It 

is a favourite 

event of Mark 

Todd, and was 

one of his last before retirement.

Whatever the weather the show goes 

on.  This year other better funded ven

ues cancelled due to the weather. At 

Hollesley, despite the distance the riders 

have to travel, they know this old event 

is worth it.

This year saw a strong showing of local 

talent. The Edmundsons from Swilland, 

ice and a 2nd in the intermediate nov

ice. Antonia and Jon Hardwick were 7th 

and 10th in the intro. Boyton’s Davina 

Greenwell beat  both Oliver Townend 

and Nigel Taylor on one of their rides. 

Richard (Dicken) Gibbs could have 

been placed if he had not lost his way 

country.

Several splash 

downs were 

reported in the 

water fences 

with the water 

being so cold 

the air turned 

blue as well! 

The most un

fortunate fall 

was the ex

hausted rider 

who after the 

last fence lent 

forward to pat 

their horse 

well done. At 

this the horse put in a rodeo style buck 

thus eliminating a good round.

There are other events in the year, but 

this is the big one. We all hope to see 

everyone again for another one in 12 

months time.

   J. Hardwick

(Horse & Hounds praised Jim Hard-

wick for the high standard of his fences 

and his adaptability.  Sports Editor.)

Poplar Park Horse Trials
Local and international stars on show at Hollesley

The infamous Road Closed jump
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Village Quiz Night – Goes Large
International link up, Sunday 25th February, 8pm GMT

The Shepherd & Dog have been hosting a popular monthly quiz night for some time, 

attracting numerous (and highly competitive!) teams. The February event was well 

Nick Mason, organiser and Quizmaster, was concerned that regular entrants Carol and 

Chris Clement lacked commitment by arranging an overseas trip that coincided with 

took with them six sealed envelopes containing the quiz questions. To ensure fair play 

they coerced a local dignitary, Senor Fernandez, to supervise the timely opening of each 

envelope when directed by Nick over a telephone link, and to ensure that the team had no 

unfair reference materials!

After two hours, a sizeable phone bill, mucho Spanish mispronunciation and perhaps 

mucho vino y cervezas the scores were announced. The winners were The Blockheads 

who allegedly robbed the Thatched Oak team of victory. Senor Fernandez was 

disappointed to hear that his country had only made third place but did not demand a 

Wogan had been in charge?

Adios. Buenas noches Espana. (From Our Foreign Correspondent.)

Shingle Street Residents Plan Wild Coast Charity Trek

Next month, two regular walkers on the Suffolk Coastal path are planning a 

55km trek along South Africa’s Wild Coast, in the Eastern Cape. Shingle Street 

sponsorship money to cover a one year scholarship for a student at the nearby 

All their own costs are covered, so any donations from supportive readers will 

go directly to Fort Hare. They could be sent either directly to the Fort Hare 

Foundation UK, as below, or to Anne Page, Beach House, Shingle Street.

Registered in England Number 4743151 Charity Registration Number 1099421
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Frequently Asked Questions

1. What are the white posts on the Common?

They are to monitor the vegetation after the management that has taken 

place, so that we can see what changes occur. Eventually they will disappear.

2. What is happening opposite the Eagle Gates by the entrance to the Upper 

Hollesley car park?

Breeding Seasons

You may be aware that the Woodlark and Dartford Warblers have already started 

their breeding season, and that they nest on the ground. Please keep dogs under 

close control and ask others to do the same. This is not always easy but a polite 

request will often do the trick!

Nick Mason

News from the Commons

Mothers’ Union

We have been active in the last month, 

the Village Voices Open Day. A lot 

of visitors showed interest in the 

involvement of MU in world wide 

projects, with possibly the biggest 

surprise being that the international 

membership exceeds three and a 

half million and that one of the latest 

branches is actually in Baghdad.

Members attended the Women’s World 

Day of Prayer in Woodbridge on 

Friday March 2nd and I attended the 

Archdeaconery Council meeting on 

Wednesday 28th February.

The monthly speaker was Mrs Chris 

from India and gave a very informative 

talk about her home country, even 

showing us the correct way to put 

on and wear a sari. You really need 

this instruction to wear a sari as it 

is 6 metres in length; no darts or 

manufactured folds, but carefully hand 

pleated and tucked as the material is 

wound around the wearer. The result is  

a very elegant and comfortable dress.

Our next meeting is April 2nd at 

Bawdsey Village Hall 1.30pm with 

speaker Rev Margaret Blackall. Do 

visit us, you never know what you may 

learn.

Pat Fleetwood
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CLIMATE CHANGE AND CARBON REDUCTION
We can all do something to help

I recently attended a seminar by The Community Carbon Reduction Scheme 

and the effects of change are seen in the environment. Effects of climate change 

in East Anglia are likely to include sea level rise and increases in mean annual 

temperatures, in annual rainfall, and in storm surges leading to increased localised 

documentary “An Inconvenient Truth”, available on DVD from local libraries is 

well worth watching. We know the links between our behaviour and the climate, 

for example our energy use.   

CRed was launched by the Government’s Chief Scientist, Sir David King. 

CRed Suffolk wants householders and local businesses to pledge to reduce CO
2

emission and save energy. An example is the ‘Save your energy for the Blues’ 

scheme organised by Ipswich Town FC in partnership with CRed.

light bulbs and not leaving televisions and computers on standby. Information 

on saving energy in the home is available on the Energy Savings Trust Advice 

Centre’s website, which can provide free and impartial advice on grants available 

to improve loft and cavity wall insulation

We have to consider future sources of energy. North Sea gas will run out and fuel 

supplies from Eastern Europe are unreliable (Russia recently cut off fuel supplies 

to Ukraine). Nuclear energy is the cleanest, most environmentally friendly way to 

make electricity (although there is the problem of waste disposal), complemented 

by sustainable sources such as wind power.

Suffolk is one of the best counties in the recycling league. Can we now do 

something to help achieve the County Council’s aim of making Suffolk “the 

greenest county” by saving energy and thereby cutting our carbon emission?

Rosie Clarke  

Hollesley Annual Parish Meeting - Change of Date
Thursday 19th April - 7.30pm

Hollesley Village Hall - All Welcome
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Grass and moss continued to grow 

through our mild winter. We cut the 

grass this weekend and now we must 

do something about the moss if we are 

to retain a lawn.

I still have a textbook given to me 

a young horticulturist. The book is 

Practical Lawn Craft and Management 

of Sports Turf by R B Dawson. I have 

only dipped into it on a few occasions, 

but now we have a larger area of grass 

I feel I must turn to it for a problem I 

will relate to you next time.

Moss suffers less competition from 

the grass in autumn and winter, plus 

the increased atmospheric and soil 

moisture give the moss ideal conditions 

for growth and development. Moss 

may be caused by bad aeration, bad 

drainage, low fertility, high acidity or 

general neglect.

phosphate tend to be moss free. Grass 

species within the lawn is also a factor, 

the more vigorous species holding their 

own better against the moss.  Height 

of cut when mowing is important, so 

don’t shave the lawn too low.

operation or treatment can be 

recommended, but its control is best 

achieved by a variety of operations 

intelligently applied. The application 

of lime to correct acidity may only 

encourage weeds and worms.

Infertility can be corrected by applying 

Sulphate of Iron, and then using a 

general fertilizer to supply the nitrogen 

and phosphate.

Raking by hand or machine may be 

tried, but is time consuming and may 

lead to scarring of the turf and slow 

the use of soil as a top dressing to 

encourage better grass roots may be 

necessary. Routine all over light raking 

in spring and autumn helps to keep 

moss at bay.

More on moss control next month.

Spring bulbs and Hellebores are 

brightening our garden, which we 

converted from a paddock 3 years ago.  

nursery take priority. Potting up and 

on is an ongoing operation, and it is 

very rewarding to see how plants have 

survived the winter as new growth 

appears. Delphiniums, Lupins, Cynara 

and Penstemon are some of the species 

being propagated in the tunnel.

The rhubarb is now well established 

and producing good stems, the 

vegetable plot needs cultivating so 

that we can plant potatoes, garlic and 

onions.

Happy Gardening until next time.

Ivan Clarke  

A patch of grass or a lawn?




