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From the Editor
Dear friends

Global warming and rising sea
levels are issues constantly in the
news these days. Our feature this
month describes the RSPB strategy
for our coastline and plans for
reshaping the landscape.

Contributed

Caroline Hambly has been a
familiar face to everyone visiting
Alderton Health Centre for the past
15 years. Now, it’s time to say
‘Goodbye’ as Caroline moves on to
Saxmundham Surgery. As you see
she had a wonderful send-off at
Alderton. She was showered with
cards and gifts from friends,
patients and well-wishers and even
kisses from the doctors! Read what
she has to say, p35. You can also
find an unabridged account on our
new website.

Goodbye Caroline from Drs Stephen Ball
and Ken Yates

As Easter approaches, Boyton churchyard and all our gardens are full of daffodils. What
a welcome sight they are after such a long cold winter. It’s time to get outside again,
whether for gardening or to explore our lovely countryside. Butley Ferry from Capel to
Gedgrave is the smallest and oldest ferry in the country, from reopens at Easter. This
could be a good month to try it out, p.24
Whatever you do, the Village Voices team wish you a very Happy Easter!
Helen Macleod
(Editor)
Cover picture: daffodils at Boyton Church
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Butley River reedbed
Inset: Bearded Tit
Below: Bitterns cannot survive without reedbeds

Reshaping our landscape
We are all lucky to live in an area that is outstandingly beautiful. On the coast, that
beauty is a direct result of the daily interaction between land and sea, which has created
the shingle banks, saltmarshes, reedbeds, mudflats, estuaries and tidal inlets that enrich
our coast and make it so attractive to wildlife.

Laurie Forsyth

The RSPB is a major coastal landowner, and Aaron Howe, their South Suffolk Sites
Manager gave an important talk on 7th March to a packed Bawdsey Bird Club audience
at Bawdsey Manor. His theme was RSPB’s vision for the future Suffolk coast in the face
of predicted climatic adversity. Three types of Suffolk coastal wildlife habitat are
threatened by storm-backed tidal surges.

Hen reedbed proves that man-made reedbeds are feasible
Freshwater reedbeds (opposite page), are one of the glories of East Anglia’s natural
world. The Westwood Marshes reedbed at Walberswick is the largest in England, and is
home to the booming bittern, the ‘pinging’ bearded tit, the squealing water rail, the marsh
harrier and also the otter. The reedbed is described as being vulnerable to invasion by
saltwater. The Hen reedbed near Southwold is similarly threatened: it was created as
recently as the 1990’s and has been an extremely successful demonstration of how to go
about making a brand-new reedbed from scratch. And that is what the RSPB will do to
offset probable losses of existing freshwater reedbeds that might revert to saltmarshes or
even mudflats. The RSPB has bought Abbey Farm at Snape, and Aaron described how
with time, money, know-how, machinery, and Highland cattle, a new reedbed will
eventually replace arable farmland between the rivers Alde and Fromus. Luckily, patches
of reeds already grow there, which will speed up the process.
www.villagevoices.org.uk
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Laurie Forsyth

Boyton Marshes are a fine example of coastal grazing marshes
Wet grazing marshes are also under threat. Right on our doorstep we have the RSPB
reserve at Hollesley Marshes, (the ex-Colony farm grazing meadows,) and also Boyton
Marshes reserve. They are among the best coastal grazing marshes in Suffolk. Both lie
behind protecting seawalls, and are renowned for wintering wildfowl: wigeon are
especially attracted to the short, wet grassland grazed by Jersey cattle owned by James
Jefferson-Smith, whilst Herefords do the same job at Boyton Marshes. Grazing is
essential to maintain the right conditions for the wildfowl in winter, whilst lapwings and
redshank nest in the spring.
Maintaining the vital high watertables at both sites entails costly work on ditches, dykes,
sluices and scrapes. Aaron said that in theory, both sites should suit snipe – now virtually
extinct as a breeding bird in Suffolk – but that is a dream for tomorrow. Meanwhile, it is
likely we will lose the superb Dingle Marshes: they are expected to become a patchwork
of saltmarsh and mudflats because the sea has breached the shingle ridge.
Saline lagoons are uncommon features. Valued for their highly specialised wildlife, they
too are in danger of wiped off the map by tidal surges. Havergate Island is a great
example. It was overwhelmed in 2007, but is now recovering. This is the place where
avocets first returned to nest in Britain in 1947. They are still there, and so are hares, lots
of pintail and nesting common terns. Havergate is Suffolk’s only island, and its lagoon
could attract nesting little terns, and – fingers crossed - the wonderful, bizarre spoonbill.
RSPB’s vision also extends inland. Aaron described inspirational work to create great
swathes of new heathland in Dunwich Forest, where conifers are being removed and
heather seeds sown into bare sandy soil. Similar work at Mount Pleasant Farm will create
more new heathland to partly compensate for the loss of the adjacent Dunwich Heath,
because, decades from now; it is possible the sea will have taken the heath and
Coastguard Cottages.
Laurie Forsyth
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School Photograph

Sports at Hollesley Primary

Every Monday and Friday the whole
school has a P.E lesson. There are two
separate lessons – the first lesson is for
Reception year, 1 and 2. The second
lesson is for years 3/4/5 and 6. Each
lesson lasts an hour. In the lessons we do
all sorts of sports including dance,
gymnastics, cricket, tag, rugby and
basketball. Mr Heathcote is our teacher for
P.E.
We also have sport clubs such as tri golf,
gymnastics and multi sport club.
Tri golf is a new sport for Hollesley
School but everyone who tried it said that
it was brilliant fun. The gymnastics club
has been running for nearly two years now
so many girls and boys have been
attending the club. Gymnastics club is
after school on Mondays.
The multi-sports club runs on Friday
lunchtime with Mr Green. It has been
running for a while now and most of the
people who have taken part have had a
great time trying out new sports.
Every day, after first play and lunchtime
play, we do ‘Activate’. It is a way to get
better at balancing, timing and keeping
our memories working because we do one
session over a period of two weeks. This
wakes us up so we are more concentrated
www.villagevoices.org.uk

during lesson time.
Some of you might know that every year
there is the cross-country race which is
held at Hollesley School. We have had
many successes over the years and last
year two people from the younger years
won a first and another a third medal.
They were overwhelmed with happiness!
Hollesley is very proud of our children’s
sporting achievements with many
successes. Georgia Donaldson has made
everyone at the school proud because last
summer she was invited by the Ipswich
Town Academy to go to the trials. She
made it through and now plays big teams
like Arsenal, Watford and Leyton Orient
(by the way they aren’t just big names:
they’re rather tall too!)
Kieran Bevens is already an orange belt in
Judo. He goes to Hollesley Judo Club and
has been doing judo for 5 years having
started at the age of 5. The last person is
Sarah Anderson, who is one of our star
horse riders and is now riding two horses
– one called Pebbles and the newest one
Amber! So well done to all our sporting
children!
School Reporters Sarah Anderson and
Georgia Donaldson
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From Canon Pauline Stentiford

Laurie Forsyth

Sadly the temptation and
disobedience of Adam and Eve
and their banishment from the
garden soon damaged its peace
and harmony. The events leading
up to the death of Jesus also
happened in a garden, that of
Gethsemane. He left the garden
under arrest and events moved
quickly to his trial and crucifixion.
His body was later removed from
the cross and laid in a garden
tomb. It was there that his
resurrection took place. When he
subsequently appeared to Mary
Magdalene she mistook him for
the gardener.

Angel, Hollesley Churchyard
Spring crept up on us after our cold winter.
The snowdrops appeared about a month
late in all their magnificence. They timed
their arrival so well that the first primroses,
violets and crocuses kept them company,
giving us a feast of colour after the dark
days. By now many of you will be hard at
work in your gardens and allotments
planting and sowing for summer crops.
Gardening is big business as the number of
garden centres, gardening magazines and
programmes on the television reflect.
Gardens provide important settings for
Bible events. In the first book of the Bible,
Genesis, we read about the drama of
creation taking place in the Garden of
Eden.

February
8
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Activity in our gardens across the
seasons mirrors the pattern of
death and resurrection which takes
place in the gardens of the Bible
and brings us close to God. It is no
coincidence that the word “paradise”
comes from the old Persian word for
garden.

Heavenly Father,
we thank you for all that grows in our
gardens and open spaces
and bears witness to the wonder of
creation and re creation.
Give us the strength of mind, body and
spirit
to discover the depth of your love made
known to us
in your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
Pauline

www.villagevoices.org.uk

WEEKDAY SERVICES

Team Rector:
Revd David Murdoch, 01394 450336

Wednesday
12pm Sutton

1st Thursday
3pm Glebe House, Hollesley, Evensong

3rd Thursday
10.30am Glebe House, Holy Communion

4th Friday
2pm Mary Warner Homes, Communion

4th Monday
2.30pm Colyton, Hollesley, Prayer Group

Day
5th April
Palm
Sunday
6th April
Monday
9th April
Maunday
Thursday

Church Contacts

Hollesley Churchwardens:
Fred Stentiford, 01394 411469
Pat Shannon, 01394 411214
Boyton Churchwardens:
Malcolm Fleetwood, 01394 410409
Isobel Lilley, 01394 411409
Tower Captain:
Alan McBurnie, 01394 411517
Organist:
Giles Bradley, 01394 411124

Church Services April
Boyton
Hollesley
Other Places

11.00
All Age
Service.

P.F

9.30
D.L.
Communion

9.30 Alderton, Bromeswell
11.00 Sutton
6.30 pm Shottisham

10.00 Children’s
Holiday Club
7.00 pm D.L.
Communion

10.0 Easter Walk from
Shottisham to Sutton
10.00 Worship & Workshop at
Bromeswell
11.0
D.L.
9.30
D.L.
9.30 Alderton, Bromeswell
th
12 April
Communion
Communion
11.00 Ramsholt, Shottisham
Easter Day
4.30 Sutton
19th April
11.0
D.L.
9.30
L.C.
9.30 Bromeswell
Easter 2
Communion
All Age Service
11.00 Sutton
26th April
9.30
D.L.
9.30 Bromeswell
Easter 3
Communion
11.00 Ramsholt, Shottisham
Ministers: D.L. Canon David Lowe J.A. Rev Judith Andrews
L.C. Reader Lydia Calvesbert P.F. Elder Pat Fleetwood
10th April
Good
Friday

Monday 6th April 10am – 12noon
Easter Holiday: Start Children’s Holiday Club
The Easter Holiday Club for children 4 – 12 years will be in Hollesley Church. Lots of fun
for the children joining in and doing the things (and making a mess) that children love to
do. Come and enjoy the company and fun. Contact Di 411079
www.villagevoices.org.uk
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Angela Lawrence

Tidying up the village cemetery

Hollesley village cemetery
The parish council-run cemetery is tucked
away, close to the parish church. If you
don’t have a relative or friend buried there
then perhaps you’ve never chanced upon it.
If you’ve never been inside its gates then
do pay a visit; it’s a tranquil spot,
surrounded by trees and shrubs.
Wildlife - such as moles, rabbits and deer are all too obvious visitors and their
ravages are unfortunately difficult to
control. Nevertheless, as the parish council
considers how best to tidy up the
graveyard, there are things that
parishioners themselves can do.
Some of the graves have wire cages around
them and while this may prevent the deer
nibbling fresh flowers, they can look
untidy. We will be trying to contact the
relatives concerned to ask them if they
would be happy to remove them.
Obviously this is a vexed question,
particularly for relatives who only visit
infrequently. Elsewhere it might be simply
April 2009 page 10

a question of removing broken flowerpots
or dead Christmas wreaths.
Another bench seat in the graveyard would
be pleasant. If anyone would like to
contribute a seat, bearing a plaque in
memory of a loved one, the parish council
would be pleased to hear from them.
Do you have any views on how to improve
our cemetery? Why not write to Village
Voices?
Angela Lawrence
(Member of Hollesley Parish Council’s
cemetery working party)

Bawdsey Craft Group
IKEA Thursday 23rd April £10
Leaves Bawdsey 8.30am
Pick up at Alderton, Melton and
Woodbridge

Details Sue Taylor 411758
www.villagevoices.org.uk

Past times
5oz piece of amber found at Shingle Street!
William Mannell, one time pilot at
Shingle Street and landlord of the
Lifeboat Inn until the late 1840’s,
donated a piece of amber weighing
5oz which he found on the beach at
Orford Haven (Shingle Street). He
made the donation in November
1851 and it was sufficiently
significant to be recorded in the
Ipswich Journal. It appears Mr
Mannell gave up his job after the
death of his wife. She is buried near
the bell tower in Sutton churchyard.
(Story sent to Village Voices by
Sarah Margettai)

The Lifeboat Inn at Shingle Street

Wedding of the Year
By Hollesley Players
Weddings are apparently becoming more popular we are told. Especially since the
location for such can now be licensed from a hot-air balloon to a castle turret! Even the
Church of England has relaxed residential rules and religious strictures to qualify for a
Church Wedding.
Our Spring play is a comedy in which a plump, plain girl who wears glasses and who
admits to ‘never even had a boy-friend’ is entered as a prospective candidate for ‘Wedding
of the Year’ bride by her Uncle Frank! He even selects a top designer to create her
wedding dress before a suitable husband has been found! Ever resourceful, Uncle Frank
finds one in the boy-next-door Melvyn, a frustrated inventor and appallingly clumsy
young man. However, the ‘best laid plans’…. … leads to much heart-searching both by
our heroine and her family. To find out whether our bride is finally ‘carried off’, and for
the right reasons, come and see the play.

Thursday 7th, Friday 8th and Saturday 9th May
7.30pm in Hollesley Village Hall
Tickets from Tony Barnard at Box Office 01394 411079 – Hollesley Village Stores –
Alderton Post Office/Stores and members of the Cast.
£5.50 adults, Children under 14, £2.50
See you there!
www.villagevoices.org.uk
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New Demand-Responsive Transport service
From early July 2009, Suffolk County
Council will introduce a DemandResponsive Transport service on the
Wilford Peninsula.
A vehicle with a capacity of up to 16 seats
and accessible for people with wheelchairs,
will connect passengers to mainline bus or
rail services. Fares will be the same as a
normal bus fare and all existing
concessionary fare schemes will apply. So
if you have a bus pass, you will be able to
use it.
Initially, the service will operate from 7am
to 7pm Monday – Saturday. Users will be
able to telephone a single contact number
in advance of their intended travel time to
arrange their journey details.
Sponsored services, like the 71 and 72,
have suffered from low usage and
increased running costs in recent years.
The new services will increase journey
opportunities, offer journey times more
suited to passengers’ needs and provide a
cost effective rural transport solution.
The 71 and 72 services will run as normal
until 1 July 2009. After that, Suffolk
County Council aims for one revised
conventional bus route to operate in the
area with the Demand- Responsive
Transport service connecting passengers to
it and other services.

Buzzabout service has operated on the
Shotley peninsula since 2002. It has
increased journey opportunities for people
in the area who did not have a daily
routine which fitted in with conventional
bus time tables. As a result of user
feedback, the service was extended to
offer an evening service up to 12 midnight
and until 2 am on Fridays and Saturdays.
Parish Council representatives on the
Wilford Peninsula area have been asked to
help Suffolk County Council staff to
survey peoples’ current travel routines,
including their attitudes to sustainable
transport. If you receive a survey form,
please take a few minutes to complete it as
it will greatly assist the SCC Passenger
Transport Department to plan a DemandResponsive Transport scheme.
For more information about DemandResponsive Transport in Suffolk, you can
log onto
www.suffolkonboard.com/community_
transport.
You can telephone Will Marshall on
01473 264814
(will.marshall@et.suffolkcc.gov.uk). Or
contact your County Councillor,
Rosie Clarke, on 01394 412178
Rosemary.Clarke@suffolkcc.gov.uk

Demand-responsive transport is nothing
new in Suffolk. The nine existing services
carried nearly 40,000 passengers in
2008/09, mostly using people-carrier sized
vehicles. Key features of this type of
service are its flexibility and its ability to
respond to different passenger needs. The
www.villagevoices.org.uk
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Sandringham Flower
Show, 29th July

£20 - £24 including coach
and entrance fee.
Organised by Hollesley WI
Contact Rosemary Busby 411754

Bawdsey Radar

equipment and rely on Ipswich Hospital for
availability.
The Charity Walk is to raise money for an
Oximeter – an important computerized
machine to monitor a child’s heartrate and
oxygen intake during sleep. It can be used
for a small baby with a floppy larynx, a
child with bronchial trouble, muscular
dystrophy sufferers and other problems. It
costs £1500 and the halfway mark has been
reached.
The childrens’ Community Nurses work
extremely hard, with long hours and often
have to change their schedule due to lack
of availability of equipment.
£10 to register for the Charity walk on
28th April from Boyton Hall. Donations
also welcome
Katie Bizzey 411887/07765546831

The spring clean will be complete and the
new displays in place.

Open Sunday 12th April,
12.30 to 4.30pm.
£3 for adults, children free.
Further information 07821 162879
www.Bawdseyradar.org.uk
info@bawdseyradar.org.uk

Childrens’ Community
Nursing Team
Raising money for equipment
Reg. Charity no. 1103563
This Nursing Team supports children with
critical illness within their own homes.
They do not own machines and complex
www.villagevoices.org.uk
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Boathouse café
Opening times
March and April
Friday, Saturday, Sunday 11.00 am – 5.00 pm

May to September
Thursday to Monday 11.00 am – 5.00 pm

October and November
Friday, Saturday, Sunday 11.00 am – 5.00 pm

The Quay, Bawdsey, Woodbridge, Suffolk IP12 3AZ

Tel 07900 811826
www.boathousecafe.co.uk
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Fred Stentiford

Woodbridge Swing Band

Woodbridge Swing Band in action
Hollesley Village Hall was packed for another fantastic programme from the Woodbridge
Swing Band. Led by Paul Shepherd, the band played works by Duke Ellington, Fats
Waller, Carl Stromman, Harold Arlen and many others.
Everyone in the band did a solo turn, not least Toby Richards on the drums. This will
probably be his last performance in this part of the world as he is moving schools. The
concert raised something in the region of £600 towards Hollesley and Boyton Tower
funds.
Fred Stentiford

Coffee morning
Please let us know in advance if you can
Alderton Village Hall

Saturday 4th April 10am
Crafts, fresh produce, books,
cakes and plants.
Raffle takes place at 11.45am

help, especially by making a cake, scones,
biscuits or sausage rolls.
Tel. 412177
All money raised is in aid of the Alderton
Playground Equipment project

We need more eggs for the Easter Egg Hunt on Sunday 5th April. Please bring them
All proceeds to the Children’s Hospice.
to the Coffee Morning.

www.villagevoices.org.uk
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Diary—A
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

To have your event listed here,
please contact
Debbie Pipe on 01394 411976
or
email diary@villagevoices.org.uk
School Holidays

6 Welcome Club, 2pm

Mothers’ Union, 1.30pm
Bawdsey Village Hall

Badminton, 8-10pm
Hollesley Youth Club
7.30-9pm

1 Hollesley Par

Council Meet
7.30pm

Phantom Arc

7 Badminton, 8-10pm

8 Whist Drive

Hollesley Vil
7.30pm

Short Mat Bowls
7-10pm

Phantom Arc

Yoga, 7.30pm

Easter Monday

Thurs

Mobile Polic
8.30-9.45am,
& Dog Car P

13 Womens Institute

14 Badminton, 8-10pm 15 Judo Club

7.30pm

Annual Pari
Hollesley Vil

Hollesley Bay Day
Centre
Mobile Library
Short Mat Bowls
7-10pm
Yoga, 7.30pm

20 Welcome Club, 2pm 21 Badminton, 8-10pm 22 Whist Drive,

Hollesley Vil
Short Mat Bowls
7-10pm

Hollesley Youth Club
7.30-9pm

Judo Club

Phantom Arch

Parent & Tod
Yoga, 7.30pm

27 Hollesley Bay Day

28 Badminton, 8-10pm 29 Parent & Tod
1-3pm

Centre
Mobile Library
Short Mat Bowls
7-10pm
April
18
April 2009
2009 page
page 18

Hollesley Youth Club
7.30-9pm

Judo Club

Phantom Arch

www.villagevoices.org.uk
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rsday

Friday

arish
eting

Saturday

chers

Lent Lunch Hollesley
Church

10 Suffolk Punch

Whist Drive, 7.15pm
Boyton Village Hall

chers

Karaoke Oak Hill & Hollesley Social Club

17 Quilt Exhibition

Boyton Village Hall
7.15pm
Oak Hill & Hollesley
Social Club Quiz Night

, 7.30pm 23 Whist Drive
illage Hall
Boyton Village Hall
7.15pm

18

19

Friday, Saturday &
Sunday, 10am-4.30pm
Woodbridge
Community Centre

24 Boyton Barn Dance 25 Charity Quiz at

Oak Hill & Hollesley
Social Club Karaoke

chers

11 Easter Sunday 12

Copy date May Village
Voices

16 Whist Drive

rish Meeting
illage Hall

Table Tennis, Boyton
3-5pm

Trust Open Day
11am-4pm

illage Hall

ce Station
m, Shepherd
Park

4 Working Party
5
9.30am, Red Lodge Cark
Park. Ring Nick Mason,
411150

Alderton Coffee
Morning, 10am

Oak Hill & Hollesley
Social Club, 9pm
“No Spring Chicken”

9 Good Friday

Sunday

3 Coffee Morning
10.30-12.00 noon
Boyton Village Hall

2 Whist Drive
Boyton Village Hall
7.15pm

26

Butley Village Hall
7pm

Shepherd & Dog Pub
Hollesley, 8pm

Bawdsey Church
Spring Bazaar, 2pm
Bawdsey Village Hall

Spring Fair
Foxburrow Farm
11am - 4pm

ddler, 1-3pm

ddler

30

31

chers
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Your Letters –
Always good to hear from you
Dear Editor,

Dear Editor,

I was intrigued by the news story from
1895 you reproduced in your last issue
about the disappearance of Mr. Hyslop.
Readers may be interested to know that
the Census records can throw a little
light on the story.
William Hyslop a ‘Retired Chief Officer,
Coastguard’, is first listed as living in
Bushy Lane, Hollesley, in 1891, when he
was 51. He had been born in Fareham,
Hampshire, and married a Bawdsey
woman named Jessie. She was aged 42
in 1891, and they had a son Francis,
aged 5, and daughter Jessie, aged 3,
both born in Tenby, Wales.
The family seems to have survived
intact despite the mysterious events of
March 1895, for William and Jessie are
listed once again in 1901, still living in
Bushy Lane, and now with 3 more
children, all born in Hollesley –
Marjorie, 9, Robert, 4 and Kate, just
one year old. So William must have
found his way home eventually!

What a good day we had at the Village
Voices Open Day!
The fete this year will be held on Saturday
27th June. Already people have offered to
help. Prizes were pledged for the Grand
Draw Raffle and new ideas and
suggestions were put forward. This year’s
fete looks to be better than ever.
Don’t forget – we need jars of pickle,
chutney, jams and honey for the Home
Produce stall. Cakes and vegetables will
be welcomed on the day.
Goods and books are required for the
White Elephant and Book stalls. Ring
Pauline or Stewart. We will collect your
unwanted stuff.
Pauline Austerfield 412169

Val Dudley
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It’s a funny old game!

WI Darts Team – Pam, Gina, Julie and Shirley (Captain)
It was pandemonium. Hugging, kissing, laughing, crying, waving at the crowd – it was
like Ipswich Town had just beaten United at Old Trafford. If there had been room, the
victorious Hollesley W I darts team would have done a lap of honour around the pub.
They were celebrating a famous victory over Earl Soham, the unbeaten W I Darts League
leaders in the Ten Bells at Stonham Aspall. Even the best teams occasionally lose, but
Hollesley W I didn’t just beat Earl Soham on their home patch, they beat the first team 20, and then they did the same to their second team. But what is truly astonishing is that
this was Hollesley’s first-ever competitive match. What a great night for the hordes of
travelling Hollesley supporters: I counted over four cars packed into the car park.
Our team was Shirley Gillard (captain,) Pam Charity, Gina Forsyth and Julie Kitson.
To show it wasn’t just a fluke, they beat Bramford 2–1 in their next match on 24th
February in the same pub!
Laurie Forsyth
Well done, all of you. What an amazing success for our new Hollesley WI Team. Keep it
up! (Editor)

Sandringham Flower Show with Hollesley WI
By coach, see p.15

www.villagevoices.org.uk
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Shepherd and Dog Darts
On February 4th most of the league’s
players met at Woodbridge Football Club
to enter a ‘Pot Luck’ pairs competition.
The Shepherd’s Vice-captain Dean Bailey
and partner Richard Wright (Leiston Con
Club) reached the final but were only
runners-up. On February 11th, a singles
competition ‘Landlords and Veterans’ (over
40’s) was held at Wickham
Market George. The
Shepherd captain,
Carl Lennard
easily won the first
round, was lucky
to win the semifinal and gave a
good final performance
to win the cup.
On February 18th the
league was away at the
Wickham George. Our
best 6 players in the
singles could only
manage a 3 – 3
scoreline, with all but
one game being won or lost
by 2 legs to 1.Winners were J Copping, S
Copping and G Creed with D Bailey, C
Lennard and L Copping losing. Jeanette
Knights then played her Ladies league
game and won 2 – 0 and so still remains
top. For the doubles matches the Shepherd
captain and vice-captain were replaced by
P Knights and J Knights (junior). Wickham
won the first and third games. G Creed and
James Knights won the second game. The
match result was Wickham 5, Shepherd 4.
The Shepherd remained top of the league
but only because we have a better legs
won/lost average.
Woodbridge visited on February 25th.
They had plenty of practice to get used to
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our pitch before the home side arrived. The
Shepherd captain replaced himself with
James Knights. It looked as though we
could gain a 4 – 2 lead or at worst be 3 – 3
but with the league title at stake we came
close to losing all six. L Copping was
unlucky to lose to a county player. We
managed to win two games (D Bailey and
G Creed) and the score was 2 – 4
to Woodbridge. In the Ladies
singles game Jeanette Knights
beat P Collins 2 – 1. She is
now 3 points clear at the top
of the table with 2 matches
left to play. For the
doubles games J Copping
was replaced by C
Lennard. Once again
Woodbridge won 2 out of
3. L Copping and D Bailey
won 2 – 1. The match result was
3 – 6 to Woodbridge, our biggest defeat of
the season.
The Bawdsey Cup, on March 4th, was a
singles competition with the Knock-out
format of 401 Double-on, Double-finish
and best of three legs. The Shepherd was
represented by Carl and Matthew Lennard,
Philip and James Knights and Garren
Creed. Matthew and Philip were both
knocked out in the first round. James exited
in the second while both Carl and Garren
reached the semi-finals where they were
drawn against each other. A maximum start
of 160 helped the captain secure the first
leg and good finishing in the second took
the match. The final was played out
between the Shepherd captain and the
Woodbridge FC vice-captain Darren Woods
who won the cup by 2 games to 1 with the
Shepherd captain just 3 darts behind in the
legs that were lost.
Carl Lennard.
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From our Country Kitchen

Vegetable Shepherds Pie

The ingredients can be varied according to taste and the season, so the following is just a
guide-line. This is a good recipe to use vegetables that you froze last summer.
Serves 2
1 lb peeled potatoes
1 tab.olive oil
1 each onion, carrot, stick celery,
turnip, handful mushrooms, beans,
sliced cabbage etc
1/ pt vegetable stock
2
Grated cheddar cheese
2 rashers streaky bacon
1 bay leaf
1. Finely slice all vegetables.
2. Gently heat olive oil in saucepan and add onion. Cook for 10 mins
3. Add carrots and celery. Cook another 10mins, stirring to prevent sticking
4. Add other fresh vegetables. Stir into mixture and add stock
5. Add bay leaf , cover and simmer until nearly tender
6. Add any frozen veg. at this stage and bring to boil
7. Remove bay leaf and check seasoning
8. Turn on grill and warm suitable veg. dish underneath
9. Using slotted spoon transfer veg. from pan to dish
10. Add 2 tabs stock. Top with mashed potato
11. Level off. Scatter with grated cheese
12. Place under grill until everything is brown and crispy
13. Surplus stock can be heated to accompany dish or frozen for future use
Pauline Austerfield

A good recipe to use with the delicious vegetables many of our readers are growing in
village allotments or gardens. (Editor)
www.villagevoices.org.uk
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Hollesley Short Mat Bowls
The Ipswich league team have gone off the boil after a splendid first half of the season.
They have lost to the Sparks 6 – 0 away, and at home to the Rangers when they put in a
dismal performance to lose 4 – 2. This was a team they beat earlier in the season away
from home. The next week, visiting the uneven floor in Kirton Village Hall, the Hares
could not cope with the conditions and lost 5 – 1. A 4 – 2 win at home against the
Codgers was followed by a 4 – 2 defeat against the Volts in Ipswich. At present the Hares
are in fourth position in the league.
It was a very quiet month in the Deben League with both teams idle in February. On
January 18th Hollesley B continues their programme with a visit to Kesgrave B and came
away with a 4 – 2 victory. The Butley Open held on Sunday March 1st was won by a
triples block from Butley. Hollesley’s E Middleditch, J Dickens and B Ling were second.
Another team from Hollesley, comprising K White, B Bennett and myself, were third.
N J Smith

Hollesley Tower 200 Club
The February Draw winners were numbers 1, 46, 25 and 44, sharing £205 between them

www.villagevoices.org.uk
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Heathland birds
I have been asked to describe the Dartford warblers and Woodlarks that I write about.
So here goes!

Contributed

Woodlarks are ‘little brown jobs’!
They are similar to a Skylark but
have an obviously shorter tail. This
can be seen when they are flying
especially during their circular
song flights. They don’t have a
white rear edge to their wings like
a Skylark and are basically a buff
colour with streaks on their breast.
They have a white supercilium,
which is the stripe above the eye,
and this may stretch round the back
of the neck. Woodlarks are more
often seen on open grassy areas
rather than in the heather.

Woodlark
Dartford Warblers are small, secretive
things that, on our Commons especially,
spend most of their time searching for
insects and spiders in heather. They are
small, about the size of a large Wren but
with an obviously long tail. The males have
slate grey on their back, top of head and tail
while the chin and breast are a wine-red
colour with white spots. The females are
duller. They are difficult to see except when
singing in the spring. The song is typically
heath-like. It is a scratchy warble! I
normally know when they are around from
their typical “tchirr” which is an alarm call.
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Stonechats are altogether more
obvious and like to sit up on top of
a piece of Gorse or Heather to look
out for danger or food. The male is
just smaller than a Robin. It has a
black head and throat with an orange/pink
breast and flanks. There is a clear white
wing mark and white on its neck giving it a
partially collared look. The females are
much duller but no less exciting to see.
When Stonechats have young they give out
a ‘tchak’ as a warning and contact call that
sounds like two stones being knocked
together.
Stonechats and Dartford warblers are likely
to be breeding soon while Woodlarks have
already started. This is why the ‘dogs on
leads’ notices go up at the beginning of
March. They all nest on or very near the
ground.
Nick Mason.
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Skywatching and the New Moon
The Moon is new on 25th April, and
during the few days before and after new
Moon it shows us a slender brightlyilluminated crescent (before 25th look
East before sunrise; afterwards look West
after sunset). When the sky is clear it is
often possible to also see the faint outline
of the remainder of the Moon – ‘the old
Moon in the new Moon’s arms’, as
traditional folk say. It is also known as
earthshine or the ashen light.
Some ancient Greek astronomers thought
that this was due to partial transparency of
the Moon, which allowed some sunlight to
pass through it. A sixteenth century
explanation suggested that it was due to
some kind of phosphorescence on the
Moon’s surface. However we now know
that the ashen light is caused when the
dark side of the Moon is illuminated by
sunlight reflected from the Earth.
Several factors combine to make this
possible. Whilst we see the Moon as only a
thin crescent in the days near to new
Moon, an observer on the Moon would see
the Earth to be almost fully illuminated by
the Sun. Furthermore, the diameter of the
Earth is about four times larger than that of
the Moon. The Earth is also quite bright, as
the oceans (and especially the cloud
systems) reflect light strongly. All these
factors together mean that at times near to
new Moon, its dark side, although not
illuminated by the Sun, receives a
substantial amount of light from the Earth.
By contrast with the Earth, the surface
material of the Moon is very dark, and a
sample of moon-dust held in the hand
would look similar to soot. The Moon
appears bright to us only because we see it
against a background of the night sky.
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Earth and the Moon as seen from space
The picture nicely shows both the relative
size and the brightness of the Earth and our
Moon as seen from a spacecraft.
The time around new Moon this month
also provides convenient opportunities to
view two other sights in the sky. The
planet Mercury orbits close to the Sun,
making it usually very difficult to spot.
However, on 26th April it will be at
maximum elongation from the Sun, and
also just below a very young new Moon;
look low in the Western sky shortly after
sunset for a very slender crescent Moon
with tiny Mercury gleaming below it –
they will be separated by a couple of Moon
diameters.
Between 20th – 24th April the Earth passes
through the orbit of Comet Thatcher
(named after its discoverer, the American
astronomer A.E. Thatcher). This can give
rise to a shower of meteors – brief streaks
of light created when particles of comet
debris burn up in the Earth’s atmosphere.
Wait until the sky is properly dark, and
then look towards the NE; the Lyrid
shower is quite variable, but can
sometimes produce a nice show.
Ray Larsen
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Boyton Environment Group
It has been a year since the initial Carbon
Reduction community footprint survey
commenced. Thanks to all those
households who responded we have a
useful baseline of data to work with. From
the 38 responses received, we have an
average of over 24 tonnes of Co2 per
household – this is more than three times
the Suffolk average. Travel was our biggest
contributor towards this total accounting
for 61% of our total emissions.
To see what we can do about this, a small
group of villagers have formed to help
make our local community more
environmentally sustainable and reduce our
impact on climate change – think global,
act local.
So far we have loaned out a low energy
light bulb library and energy meter, brought
a CRed stall to the village fete, investigated
a car club scheme and formed a bulk oil

purchase syndicate. We have an online
footprint community through
www.CutYourCarbon.org.uk (search for
Boyton) and a Google group for
collaboration and sharing of information.
We are now considering a community
woodland scheme, bulk solar hot water
system discounts, and shared Boyton paper
/ shopping delivery (see article below).
We shall soon be returning to undertake a
follow-up survey to find out how our
community footprint has changed and
gather additional feedback on the local
public transport service.
So if you are interested in joining the
Boyton Environment Group contact, or
finding out what you can do to help, check
out the above website or contact
Andrew Cassy 411720
e-mail boyton.co2@btinternet.com.

Save the Environment (and your fuel)!

You all know that there have been efforts to reduce the carbon footprint
of the village. Since the door-to-door deliveries stopped, there are a lot
of duplicated journeys made to Hollesley shop to collect newspapers.
There may be a way to avoid that. The shop would be prepared to
deliver newspapers to an agreed location in the
village if there are enough people prepared to
get involved. We would need at least 20 orders to
make it feasible and the likely cost for the delivery
would be around 18p per paper.
That cost could be substantially reduced if there is anyone in the
village that wants to make an order for general shopping with the shop
– also saving other journeys to the shop. Remember that the shop has a good range of
food and other essentials at reasonable prices.
So…if • You are interested in having a paper delivered;
• Can think of a central location for that delivery;
• Or want to make a regular order with the shop…
Contact Gary Lowe,411203, gary.lowe-williamson@tiscali.co.uk;

www.villagevoices.org.uk

April 2009 page 29

April 2009 page 30

www.villagevoices.org.uk

Hollesley Parish Council
The Council would like to remind parishioners that all the minutes from the meetings are
available to read on the notice boards directly after the following month’s meeting.
Residents are very welcome to come along to any meeting and hear first hand the
decisions that are made instead of reading them a month later. If any resident wishes to
speak, the meeting can be temporarily closed for this time. Any thoughts they express
will not be minuted, but an opportunity will have been made for personal views to be
expressed. There is also time to talk to your councillors and get to know them, before and
after the meeting.

Next meeting is at 7.30pm Thursday 2nd April Hollesley Village Hall
Annual Parish Meeting 16th April, Main Hall

Vacancy for a Parish Councillor

If you have a nomination or wish to offer yourself for this post, please contact the
Chairman, Dennis Driver 411707 or the Clerk 411032

Dog Fouling

It has come to the attention of Hollesley Parish Council that not all owners are picking up
after their dogs, and this is a particular problem around the edges of the Village Hall
Playing Field and Oak Hill Playing Field. We remind residents that dogs are not
permitted on these areas because of this health issue. Wherever you exercise your dog
please remember to clean up after them so other residents can also enjoy their local
environment, it is an offence not to.
Thank you for respecting your environment and your neighbours.

Hollesley Youth Club needs YOU
Don’t let the Youth Club fold!
New date for the Extraordinary General Meeting
Wednesday 8th April 7.30pm Village Hall

New Chairman needed. This is a really interesting role which is made easy by our
fantastic volunteers with a huge variety of skills. The Youth Club has been and continues
to be a great success but as our children grow up and move on we feel that it is time to
do the same. However, without a Chairman in place the Youth Club will have to fold.
We urge you to give this serious consideration and rest assured that you will not be alone
as we all work together as a team. We would ideally like a volunteer before the meeting,
so if you are interested then please get in touch with either me or Debbie. If we do not
have any interest then the Youth Club will not reopen after Easter until the position has
been filled. Sorry to sound so dramatic but this is the situation we are in at the moment!
Vanessa Bishop Tel 412080 or Debbie on 411976
www.villagevoices.org.uk
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Suffolk Punch Trust
Hello friends and neighbours. As I write this story we have had the Valentine Ball at
Wood Hall which was a huge success and I for one thoroughly enjoyed the night. The
Fundraising Committee has done a great job with all their hard work organising the ball.
Well done to Caroline Donsworth and the committee members. The venue was beautiful
as it has been restored to its former glory. We are also preparing for the work to start on
the new visitor centre building. The first stages of breaking ground and laying the
foundations will be well underway by the time you read this. This will be a very busy
time for the stud but also an exciting one as we are one step closer to opening the stud as
a visitor and education centre.
The new arrival (as yet unnamed) is thriving and mum Gigi is doing a brilliant job
looking after her with the help of Bruce, Tracey, Richard and the volunteers. You will
have an opportunity to see her and her mum Gigi at our Open Day on Saturday 11th
April. I hope you can join us for what will be a great day, let’s hope for perfect weather.
If it does rain we will be using the barns and stables so don’t let a drop of water put you
off coming to see us. There will be lots to see and do on the day so put it in your diary.
You never know, with fingers and toes crossed we might have another new addition for
you to see, but it’s up to Mother Nature!
The weather is slowly improving and it’s a great time to get out and about. We all love to
get out in the fresh air and see the horses and sheep at the stud. However, unfortunately

Shingle Street
Coastguard
Hi, once again. Just one report this
time.
On Monday 2nd March at 1800 we
were called to Bawdsey Ferry where a
member of the public had reported
seeing what he thought were red
flares. After a thorough search of the
river mouth, nothing was found.
That’s all for now.
Until next time, safe passage.

Roy Clark
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Tara Foy

Reprobates

my polite request in last month’s issue
of Village Voices for people to keep
dogs on leads and to keep to the
public footpaths appears not to have
been heard by all our neighbours. I
would like to make the request again
to please keep dogs on leads and
remain on the public footpaths. We
have to ensure the health and welfare
of all the animals at the stud and we
need our neighbours’ cooperation to
help us achieve this.
As I said last month, this is a
particularly important time for the
stud as we have our lovely new foal,
ewes in lamb, and hopefully more
foals on the way. We really don’t
want anything to happen that might
upset or disturb the animals at this
crucial time. The animals are very
special to all of us so please help us
and pass this message on to your
friends and neighbours.

Many of us have been reading Village Voices since it was first produced. The magazine
won an award a few years ago for its quality. I think it’s about time we readers nominated
it again. Get in touch with me if you want to join me in nominating Village Voices.
We all know it’s the best read for miles and nothing comes close to it that I have seen in
the past few years. Well done Village Voices. Keep up the good work.
Don’t forget to visit our website and checkout the events page for 2009
www.suffolkpunchtrust.org. suffolkpunchtrust@hotmail.com
Tel: 07841-778658 (evenings & weekends only)
Take care! Tara Foy

Bettaprint • Design • Print • Digital
A Family Run Business
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Full Colour Design • Brochures • Magazines • Newsletters
Letterheads, etc & General Printed Stationery
Colour/Black & White Digital Services
• FREE Delivery Service with in the local area

T: 01394 386628 • E. bettaprint@btconnect.com
1 Carlow Mews Church Street WOODBRIDGE Suffolk IP12 1EA
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Butley Ferry
The Butley Ferry will start running again at Easter from 11th April to Sunday 30th
September on Saturdays, Sundays and Bank Holidays between 11am and 4pm, so why
not plan a walk or cycle ride to take in the ferry ?

Photograph: Butley Ferry from ‘Woodbridge to the Coast’ by Robert Simper, used with kind permission

The Butley Ferry from Capel to Gedgrave
is the oldest and the smallest registered
ferry in England. There is a record of a
ferry house on the Capel side in 1588 and it
is very likely that a ferry ran before that,
rowed by ferrymen employed by the
Canons of Butley Priory. In 1538 when the
Priory was dissolved following the Act of
Dissolution it was recorded that the Priory
‘employed five keepers of the scalboat,
hevingbote, ferry and weirs’. There was a
canal connecting the Priory and Butley
River which most likely ran from the mouth
of present River Tang. At that time the
Butley and Ore rivers both ran into the sea
at the south end of the present Havergate
Island. Being closer to the sea than it is
now, the tides at the ferry may well have
been stronger than they are today. I can
assure you that with wind over tide it is
very hard rowing.
Historical details of the ferry seem to have
been recorded only spasmodically. In 1588
Robert Forth employed a ferryman who
lived close to the river and provided free
passage to pedestrians. In 1652 his
grandson sold the lease of the ferry,
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ferryhouse and land for £300, a sum of
great value, possibly for sheep farming.
The ferry has always been remote from
villages and justice, which might account
for events which took place in the
following centuries. Was the ferryhouse a
Public House or a base for smuggling? You
can read about these events on the
information board at the Ferry. As far as we
know, after over 400 years of service it was
discontinued in 1932 until it was restarted
in the 1990’s and taken over by the Alde
and Ore Association since 2004. The ferry
is now registered with Suffolk Coastal
District Council and HM Coastguards.
They make regular visits and it is
connected by mobile phone! The ferry
forms part of the route of National Coastal
Path no, 1 and National Cycle Route no.1.
Weekends and Bank Holidays
10am – 4pm Tel. 07913 672499
We hope to welcome you to the ferry this
season.
Brian Johnson, for the Alde and Ore
Association
www.villagevoices.org.uk

Practice Nurse requires further practise?
Doesn’t time fly? March 1993 seems a
very long time ago when I applied for the
vacant position of Practice Nurse at
Alderton Surgery. I had just moved from
Devon with my husband Peter and 2 year
old daughter Victoria. I had been working
as a practice nurse for 4 years in Wembury a small village on the outskirts of Plymouth,
having spent the majority of my nursing
years since qualifying, working as a SCBU
(Special Care Baby Unit) Nurse at Freedom
Fields Hospital in Plymouth.

As many of you know there comes a time
in our lives when we just seem to know
that we are ready for a change. And so it
was, that I felt that after fifteen very
enjoyable years it was simply the right time
for a change. It was not an easy decision –
far from it! I could have easily convinced
myself to stay but I was ready to face new
challenges and enjoy the stimulation that
change can bring.

So, to pastures new it was for me, and I
now find myself settling into the practice
Practice Nursing was a still fairly new role nurse role at Saxmundham Surgery. As one
within the General Practice and medical
of you wrote, ‘Is Saxmundham Surgery
profession at that time, with many routine
ready for you?’ What did the well wisher
procedures being undertaken by the Doctors mean? Rest assured I take with me my
themselves and practices being left to
sense of humour.
decide the extent to which the Practice
Nurse could be used.
A very big and heartfelt thank you to all of
you who have wished me well, sent me
Fortunately for me, Dr Ken Yates, Dr Steve cards or gifts, or contributed to my leaving
Ball and Dr Susanne Perkins thought that I presents. I take with me some very fond
was the right person for the job and I
and cherished memories. No doubt our
apprehensively started work on 1st June
paths will cross again at some point, very
1993. What would working life out on the
probably in Woodbridge or in or Tescos.
peninsula be like? I was initially working
with and getting to know people like Pat
Keep happy, stay healthy and remember
Bendon, Claire Darby, Rosemary Dann,
to always do as your Practice Nurse says!
Amanda Bowman and Maureen Rasmussen
With love and gratitude
Caroline
- all names that hold fond memories from
my formative days at the Practice. Equally
there are many patients’ and friends’ names
All the readers of Village Voices will want
- far too many to mention – as so many of
to thank you for looking after us so well,
you warmly welcomed me into your
community and into the Practice for which I for so long. Caroline, we shall all miss you
very much, and wish you well for the future.
was so grateful for, especially so at a time
when we had left all our family and friends Read Caroline’s full version of this on our
far behind in Devon. And the rest, as they website www.villagevoices.org.uk (Editor)
say, is history.
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