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April diary

Regular events

Mondays Yoga, 7.30pm, Hollesley Village Hall Elly Lloyd 412053

12th Mothers’ Union, 1.30pm, Bawdsey Village Hall Pat Fleetwood 410409

Tuesdays Welcome Club, 2pm Marian Collins 411262

Hollesley Bay Day Centre Audrey Shelcott 411776

13th, 27th Mobile Library

Wednesdays Badminton, 8pm Chris Andrews 411126

Thursdays Judo Club Julie Jolliffe 410483

Parent & Toddler Group Kerry Simoes 411603

8th Mobile Police Station, 8.30–9.45am

8th Womens’ Institute, 7.30pm Gina Forsyth 411727

Sundays Sunday Shape Up, 10–11am, Hollesley Village 
Hall

Boyton Table Tennis, 3–5pm Andrew Cassy 411720

4th Suffolk Wildlife Trust Working Party, 9.30am Nick Mason 411150

Dates for your diary

Saturday Apr. 3rd Coffee morning, Boyton Village Hall, 10.30am–12.30pm

Thursday Apr 8th Hollesley Parish Council Meeting

Saturday Apr. 10th Copy deadline May Village Voices

Saturday Apr. 10th Ipswich Gilbert & Sullivan Singers, 7.30pm, Hollesley Village Hall

Thursday Apr. 22nd Hollesley Annual Parish Meeting

Friday Apr. 23rd Talk about the Quilter Estate and light supper, Sutton Memorial 
Hall, 6.45 for 7pm. See page 32 for more details

Saturday Apr. 24th Event meeting, Boyton Village Hall, 10.30am

Sunday Apr. 25th 8pm Charity Pub Quiz, Shepherd and Dog

Suffolk Wildlife Trust events at Foxburrow Farm throughout April, see page 36 for details

To have your event listed here, please contact
Debbie Pipe on 01394 411976 or email diary@villagevoices.org.uk
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from the editor
Dear friends

There is quite an equine feel to this 
month's Village Voices, with photo-
graphs from the Poplar Park Horse 
Trials (including the one on the front 
cover), information from the Suffolk 
Punch Trust on their newly opened 
visitor centre,  and also a piece from 
Hoolie, a skewbald gelding who works 
for the Riding for the Disabled Holles-
ley Group.

This month's feature is written by Lau-
rie Forsyth and recounts the tragedy 
that struck the Shingle Street Coast-
guard in 1914, when five Coastguards 
were drowned in the Alde Estuary. 
Laurie's  feature also tells us about the 
work of the Coastguard today.

Easter activities for children have been 
arranged by both the Church and the 
Suffolk Wildlife Trust. More details 
can be found on pages 32 and 36.

There are a number of events coming 
up, including an opportunity to hear 

Roy Tricker talk about 'Eccentric Vic-
ars of Suffolk' on 12th April at Bawd-
sey village hall and also open days at 
Bawdsey Radar transmitter block (see 
page 9 for further details of both these 
events). There is an opportunity to hear 
Guy Quilter talking about the history 
of the Quilter Estate at Sutton on 23rd 

April (see page 32) and a chance to 
hear the G&S singers at Hollesley Vil-
lage Hall on 10th April (page 17).

The beginning of May sees the Hol-
lesley Players spring production being 
staged at the village hall, a summary of 
their latest offering is on page 19.

But if you would rather just stay in-
doors and put your feet up, this 40 page 
edition of Village Voices should keep 
you occupied for a little while, we hope 
you enjoy it.

Rob Claxton

Editor Helen Macleod, Colyton,
The Street, Hollesley, IP12 3QU
email editor@villagevoices.org.uk

Advertising Mike Adams
tel 01394 411422
email mja@sandlings.co.uk

Diary Debbie Pipe
tel 01394 411976
email diary@villagevoices.org.uk

Copy deadline for the February issue 
of Village Voices is 10th Janaury

Cover Photo: Poplar Park, Rob Claxton
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Shirley and David’s Golden Wedding

March 5th was a very special day for 
Shirley and David Gillard. It was their 
Golden Wedding Anniversary.

Shirley was born in 1938, the youngest 
of four children. She lived in Rectory 
Road, Hollesley with her parents Ab-
raham (Hod) and Rhoda Middleditch 
and her brothers Jack, Bert and Harry. 
She went to Hollesley School and on 
leaving school she had a couple of jobs 
in Woobridge, 
but was asked by 
Noreen Pritchard-
Carr (well respect-
ed for her excellent 
cakes and after-
noon teas) to work 
with her—first in 
her restaurant in 
Shingle Street and 
then in New Street, 
Woodbridge.

David Gillard was 
born in Enfield and 
whilst serving in 
the RAF came to 
Suffolk, to Leiston 
and later to Bawdsey. He met Shirley 
at a dance in Hollesley Village Hall 
in 1957. They were married by Revd. 
Croome in Hollesley Church on 5th 
March 1960. David, having qualified as 
an RSPCA inspector, was posted to the 
Grimsby area. When Shirley’s father 
died in 1962 they came back to Holles-
ley to be with her mother.

Shirley worked for the American Air-
force on Woodbridge Base, in banking 
and stayed there, promoted as man-
ager for her last three years, until in 
1993 the base closed. David’s happiest 
twenty years were working for Capt. 
Wells at Bawdsey Hall, where he was 
chauffeur, gardener and worked with 
and trained his Labrador dogs and 
accompanied his boss on shoots. They 
spent twelve years in Otley and in 1998 
moved to Parsons Hill.

Among David’s 
hobbies are shoot-
ing, stick making, 
reading and his 
favourite fishing, 
spending holi-
days in Scotland, 
fishing the River 
Deveren, which 
he did for twenty-
two years with his 
friend Clive and of 
course their wives.

Shirley is a very 
valued member of 

the WI, being on 
the committee and 

captain of their darts team. She also 
enjoys reading and cooking and is all 
important to the Bowls Club catering—
this is how we happened to decide to 
celebrate the Golden Wedding with one 
of our Dinners. Les Andrews made the 
beautiful cake and we kept the secret 
that five of her family were coming 
from Scotland to join the party.

Marian Collins

Shirley and David cutting the cake made by 
Les Andrews
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their inability to live other than in a 
colony. Some of the facts and figures 
mentioned were difficult to compre-
hend. The population of a colony in 
mid June can be as many as 50,000 
bees. The Queen can lay more than 
1,500 eggs in a day at this time. Bees 
were sought for their honey as long 
as 10,000 years ago and it was only 
four and a half thousand years ago 
that hives began to be constructed. 
Apparently not much has changed 
since then! However, when you dip 
into your pot of honey, bear in mind 
that bees have to visit half a million 
flowers to fill half a pot.

Forward planning for the Suffolk 
Show is under way and one of our 
new members appealed for materi-
als and ideas for the craft section in 
which we were very successful last 
year.  

Forthcoming events include a trip 
to Orwell Park School Observatory 
and an invitation to visit St Elizabeth 
Hospice one of the recipients of our 
donations.

Hollesley WI
an update from Julie Kitson

After a disappointing start to their 
round of matches reported in last 
month’s ‘Voices’, we are pleased to 
report that the darts squad have in part 
redeemed themselves. The ‘A’ team 
have now played three more matches 
and won all three. They beat Shotley, 
Pinewood and Chantry and our own 
B team 2-1 in each instance. Unfortu-
nately, the ‘B’ team were not so lucky, 
losing all of their matches. The pair’s 
competition, held at The British Legion 
in Framlingham, attracted a very large 
entry. Hollesley entered two teams and 
at the end of a long but very enjoyable 
evening it was announced that the B 
team had made it through to the final.

Aside from darts it has proved a fairly 
busy month. The annual federation 
council meeting took place in Ipswich 
with over 800 delegates in attend-
ance. There was a wealth of interest-
ing speakers including Adam Henson, 
who most will be familiar with as the 
Cotswold farmer, specialising in rare 
breeds, and presenter of BBC’s Coun-
tryfile programme.

A tabletop sale at Hacheston provided 
us with a rewarding profit of £100.

Our speaker at the February meeting 
was Laurie Wiseman from Leiston 
Beekeepers Association. His talk  ‘A 
Year in the Life of a Hive’ left us all in 
awe of the resourcefulness of the bee 
population, their industriousness and 

The WI at Orwell Park School Observatory
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Suffolk ChroniCle and MerCury

May 6th 1914
Disaster struck a party of Suffolk 
Coastguards on Friday evening, when, 
as the result of their boat capsizing 
in the estuary of the Alde, off Shingle 
Street, five men lost their lives almost 
within sight of their homes, and two 
others had an extremely narrow escape 
from drowning.

The horror of the First World War 
would begin just three months later, but 
on 1st May 1914 the Sandlings coast 
suffered its own local tragedy. At the 
end of a routine boat journey along the 
Ore and Alde to Aldeburgh and back to 
collect stores and pay, the boat cap-
sized near the mouth of the river. Five 
Coastguards died, and two survived. 
Only one body was recovered.

The men who died were Chief Of-
ficer and Battery Officer H. Mauger 
(54) from Guernsey, who had been in 
charge of Shingle Street Coastguard 
Station for five years, and was within 
a year of retirement; Boatman David 
Bignell (39) from Portsmouth, who 
served at the Station for three years; 
Boatman W. McCauley (33) from 
County Down, who was stationed 
at East Lane, Bawdsey and about to 
marry; Boatman Sidney Lakin (31) a 
Londoner also stationed at Bawdsey, 
and Boatman Walter Finnis (32) from 
Dover, who had been at Shingle Street 
for a year. Only Finnis’s body was 

recovered from the racing tidal current 
at the river mouth.

At the Inquest into the death of Walter 
Finnis, the two survivors of the ac-
cident gave evidence to the Deputy 
Coroner. James Goble, Chief Petty Of-
ficer of Coastguard, formally identified 
Finnis, and he and Boatman Bertram 
Harbert gave accounts of decisions and 
actions taken by the crew of the boat 
between leaving Aldeburgh, calling at 
Orford and Havergate and then arriving 
at the end of their fatal journey at the 
mouth of the Ore. A key point involved 
a telephone call made from the Victo-
rine Hut on Havergate to Shingle Street 
to ask about the state of the sea at the 
river mouth and whether there was 
enough water at the Station to land the 
stores and to get the boat up the steep 
beach.

1914 Coastguard tragedy

H. Mauger
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The boat was under sail as the Coast-
guards neared Shingle Street – but the 
wind suddenly dropped. Drifting, it 
was carried by the swift tide into the 
breakers as the crew lowered the sail 
and mast and struck out with the oars. 
‘The officer cried, “pull for all you are 
worth,”’ Goble recalled, ‘but before the 
men could get properly on their oars 
the sea hit them twice and the boat 
capsized.’ Struggling in the water and 
entangled in ropes, James Goble had 
given up and was resigned to death 
when he was grabbed by Harbert and 
dragged up onto the shingle island 
called The Knoll. Later, the Coroner 
recalled Harbert to the room, and said 
‘I am proud to shake by the hand a man 
such as you are.’ The official verdict on 
Walter Finnis was Accidental Death. 
The tragedy left three widows and 
eight fatherless children: Mrs Finnis 
was pregnant with her third child.

Civil and church dignitaries, senior 
Coastguard officers, the wives, children 
and colleagues from the local Coast-
guard Stations and a large congregation 
of local residents buried Walter Finnis 
in Hollesley churchyard in a moving 
and emotional ceremony, during which 
the hymn On the Resurrection Morning 
was sung. The cortege approached the 
graveside to the funereal Dead March 
in Saul, and three rifle vollies rang out 
from a firing party of Coastguards from 
Aldeburgh in salute to their five com-
rades. A bugler from Aldeburgh Boy 
Scouts blew the Last Post as the coffin 
was lowered into the grave.

The history of the Coastguard is long.  
In the early 19th century, smuggling and 
freebooting were hugely profitable oc-
cupations, and the steps taken to stamp 
them out and to guard the coasts were 
largely responsible for the creation of 
today’s HM Coastguard: an on-call 

Two Coastguards who helped with rescue of survivors
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emergency organisation responsible 
for the initiation and co-ordination of 
all civilian maritime search and rescue 
operations within the UK Maritime 
Search and Rescue Region. The 19 
Maritime Rescue Co-ordination 
Centres around the UK coast form 
a network of command and control 
centres for responding to reports of 
maritime and coastal distress. Watch-
keeping staff provide a 24-hour service 
to mariners and coast users in receiving 
incoming distress calls, alerting the 
appropriate rescue services and co-
ordinating the rescue effort.

The objectives of HM Coastguard 
are firstly, to respond to requests for 
assistance from vessels or people in 
distress, or missing at sea or on the 
coastline. Secondly, to respond with 

the MCA Counter-Pollution and Re-
sponse Branch to reports of maritime 
pollution. Thirdly, to act in an accident-
prevention capacity by providing safety 
education for mariners, college stu-
dents and schoolchildren.

The public takes for granted the cour-
age, skill and resolve of our highly 
trained Coastguards, for whom Health 
and Safety regulations and Risk As-
sessments are more of a luxury than a 
right. Quite often, the bottom line is all 
too familiar: it is about men in small 
boats helping others, and the wild and 
indifferent North Sea. It has always 
been like that, and despite great techni-
cal advances in training, equipment 
and communications, that same stark 
scenario will replay again and again.

Laurie Forsyth

Coastguards firing party
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Mothers’ Union Report

Our speaker for March was Mrs Ann 
Foulds who is the Action and Outreach 
Co-ordinator for the diocese. ‘Rela-
tions Not Rules’ was the topic and 
Ann told us how the Mothers’ Union 
has changed over the years, giving us 
an insight of the work Mothers’ Union 
members carry out here and overseas. 
For instance, divorcees for many years 
were ‘persona non gratis’ but that has 
changed and is not a barrier now. But 
that is not the only big change; prob-
ably the biggest has been the admission 
of men as members to the Mothers’ 
Union. Ann pointed out that relation-
ships in all walks of life are very 
important, for children, women and 
men—be they within family life, work 
or people the world over.

Our next speaker on 12th April is Mr 
Roy Tricker and his subject is ‘Eccen-
tric Vicars of Suffolk’. As Mr Tricker is 
such an accomplished and entertaining 
speaker, the meeting has been opened 
to anybody who would like to come 
and be able to go home afterwards hav-
ing had a laugh. For this free entertain-
ment join us at Bawdsey Village Hall 
1.30pm 12th April—the second Monday 
because of the Bank Holiday—you will 
be very welcome.

Until then, God bless you all.
Pat Fleetwood

Bawdsey Radar 
The Transmitter Block 2010

The Transmitter 
Block, on the 
Bawdsey Manor 
Estate, will 
be open to the 
public again this 
year on several 
occasions through 
the summer. The first openings will 
be at the Easter weekend –Sunday and 
Monday, the 4th and 5th April, from 
12.30pm until 4.30pm. Do come and 
have a look round and find out more 
than you ever probably thought you 
would know about the history of radar. 
Admission is £3 for adults and for 
children it is free.  There is plenty of 
free parking.

An exciting event that Bawdsey Radar 
is sponsoring this year, with help from 
a grant from the Heritage Lottery 
fund, is a drama based on the stories 
of the men and women who worked 
on Orfordness and at Bawdsey Manor 
in the years leading up to the Battle of 
Britain. The play is being written by 
Suzanne Hawkes, a local playwright, 
and is to be performed at various lo-
cal venues in the early summer 2010 
including Bawdsey Manor, Landguard 
Fort in Felixstowe and the New Wolsey 
Studio in Ipswich.

For more information on any of these 
events go to our website www.bawd-
seyradar.org.uk or contact
info@bawdseyradar.org.uk.
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This year April 1st, or All Fools’ 
Day, and Maundy Thursday 
fall on the same day. It’s also 

the day that our local schools break 
up for their Spring Break. During 
Holy Week, the week leading up 
to Easter Day, the Christian church 
prepares to remember Jesus’ death 
and celebrate his rising to life again.

For many people, Easter is a wel-
come break from the usual routine; 
an opportunity—weather permit-
ting—to get out in the garden or 
on the boat; to enjoy the signs of 
spring, of new life, all around.

April Fools’ Day is traditionally a time 
for playing pranks—hopefully harm-
less ones—on other people and this 
has led to some really quite elaborate 
spoofs, particularly in the media.

But is all this merriment and tom-
foolery out of place at this solemn 
time in the church’s calendar? Well, 
I don’t think so. Centuries ago, royal 
households in particular often had 
a ‘fool’—the jester in the funny hat 
whose role was not only to make the 
king laugh but, in doing so, to tell 
a few home truths as well. Because 
the jester was essentially power-
less—he was not armed and posed 
no threat—he could say things 
that no one else dared point out. 

In the final hours of his earthly life, 
Jesus voluntarily allowed himself 
to be arrested and killed. To the 
amazement of the authorities, he 
offered no defence and became the 
object of mockery and derision. He 
became powerless to demonstrate 
the power of God’s love for us.

Over the days of the Easter week-
end, we will be remembering and 
telling again the story of the tri-
umph of life over death, of light 
over darkness. You would be most 
welcome to join us at any of the 
events and services listed opposite.

If you have any queries or would like 
more details, please do get in touch 
with any of the ‘church contacts’. 

Ruth Hatchett

From our Team Vicar

Rev'd Ruth Hatchett
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Wednesday
12pm Sutton

1st Thursday
3pm Glebe House, Hollesley–Evensong

3rd Thursday
10.30am Glebe House–Holy Communion

4th Thursday
2pm Mary Warner Homes–Communion

1st Wednesday
1.30pm Colyton, Hollesley–Prayer Group

Day Boyton Hollesley Other Places

1st April
Maundy 
Thursday

7.30pm Hollesley - Passover Meal and Communion. We remember  
Jesus's last meal with his disciples followed by a prayer watch for up to 
1 hour

2nd April
Good Friday

11am Shepherd & Dog Hollesley Prayer 
at the Cross, followed by optional walk to 
Bawdsey (bring a packed lunch, hot drink 
provided at Bawdsey)

9.30-12.00 Bromeswell
Family workshop, 1pm 
walk Shottisham to Sutton 
2pm Bawdsey, Sutton

3rd April
Holy 
Saturday

8pm Wantisden Service for the Easter Vigil. We celebrate the first light 
of Easter bringing the light from a newly kindled fire into the church 
building

4th April
Easter Day

6.00am Sunrise Service, Shingle St (Coast-
guard Cottages end)

9.30 Alderton, Sutton
11.00 Bawdsey, 
Bromeswell, Ramsholt

11.00 PF
All Age Easter Praise

9.30 RH
Holy Communion

11th April
2nd of Easter

9.30 RH
All Age Commun-
ion

9.30 Bromeswell
11.00 Bawdsey, 
Shotisham, Ramsholt
6.30pm Sutton

18th April
3rd of Easter

11.00 EG
Holy Communion

9.30 LC  
All Age Service

9.30 Bromeswell
11.00 Alderton, Sutton

25th April
4th of Easter

9.30 RH  
Holy Communion

9.30 Shottisham  
11.00 Bawdsey, 
Bromeswell, Ramsholt

Ministers: RH Rev Ruth Hatchett     EG  Rev Edward Giles 
    LC  Reader Lydia Calvesbert PF  Elder Pat Fleetwood

Church Contacts

Team Rector:
Revd Ruth Hatchett, 01394 412052

Hollesley Churchwardens:
Fred Stentiford, 01394 411469
Pat Shannon, 01394 411214

Boyton Churchwardens:
Malcolm Fleetwood, 01394 410409
Isobel Lilley, 01394 411409

Tower Captain:
Alan McBurnie, 01394 411517

Weekday Services
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Legging it

Pauline and I started going on the 
walks for Village Voices because we 
enjoy it. However, it is increasingly 
becoming clear that walking is a good 
form of exercise. Walking can help im-
prove or prevent most common condi-
tions and make you feel more energetic 
with virtually no side effects. Benefits 
include:

• boosting the immune system
• burning an average of 100 calories 

per mile depending on the individual, 
speed and terrain

• building up muscle to strengthen 
and protect bones and joints

• helping to reduce the risk of cancer, 
type 2 diabetes and heart disease.

For anyone who likes the idea of walk-
ing, but isn’t sure about routes or dis-
tances, there is a regular programme of 
health walks in the Woodbridge area. 
These are free and vary in length and 
difficulty. The walks are led by trained 
leaders. For further details, contact the 
Health Walks Team at Suffolk Coastal 
on 01394 444501 or visit the website: 
www.suffolkcoastal.gov.uk/yourfree-
time/steppingout/.

If you have a medical condition or 
haven’t exercised for some time, it is 
recommended that you should talk to 
your doctor or practice nurse about 
whether walking is the right exercise 
for you.

If anyone is looking for a challenge, 
Breakthrough Breast Cancer are 

THE ROTARY INVITATION BREAKTHROUGH WALK/RUN

Didn’t get into the MoonWalk or need a challenge for 2010?

Join us on Sunday 2 May 2010 at Thorpeness 
Playing Fields to Run or Walk through our beautiful 

countryside and along our coastline.
Anyone not getting a place in this year’s MoonWalk will fi nd this 

a much prettier, greener alternative.

26, 13 or 6 mile routes so why not bring all the family and raise money for Breakthrough 
Breast Cancer to fund vital research and awareness of this devastating disease.
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Felixstowe to Bawdsey
from boatyard

Starting Easter till 2nd of May
Weekends only, 10am–5pm

1st May to 30th September
Daily 10am–6pm

October
Weekends only 10am–5pm

Prices: Foot passengers £2.50 return,
£1.80 single, cyclists plus bike £5.00 return, 
£3.50 single, Children £1.
 
Mob: 07709 411511 John Barber – Ferry-
man.
 
Butley for Orford
rowing boat ferry

Easter Saturday to end September
Weekends and Bank Holidays only
11am–4pm

Prices: Foot passengers £1.50, bike £1.50, 
under 12s £1.

Mob:  07913 672499 various volunteer fer-
rymen or www.aldeandore.org.uk

Ferry Timetables

Butley Ferry

St
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organising a sponsored walk/run at 
Thorpeness on Sunday May 2nd to 
raise money for breast cancer research. 
Details are available on the website: 
www.suffolkbreakthroughevents.co.uk.

Our book—20 Walks On The Deben 
Peninsula—is being promoted on the 
website as a useful aid to training for 
anyone taking part. As this is such an 
important cause and would help to 
bring the book to a wider audience, 
we have agreed that for each receipt 
for the book given to Ollie Hatcher at 
Thorpeness on May 2nd, we will donate 
50p to Breakthrough.

Debbie Pipe

The book is on sale at Hollesley Store, 
local pubs and shops and Tourist Infor-
mation centres.
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Hi Once again. We have one incident 
to report this time.
On 1st March at 11am called to Bar-
thorpes Creek, Shingle Street where 
the dorey that is moored there had 
capsized. As the vessel had an outboard 
motor on it we had to ascertain whether 
there had been any pollution through 
leaked fuel. Luckily after a close in-
spection it was seen that the fuel hadn’t 
escaped. The owners were informed 

and they righted the boat the next day.

It was good to see so many of you at 
our open day on February 28th consid-
ering the weather was foul and I would 
like to thank everybody who contrib-
uted to the lifeboat and I am pleased to 
say that the total amounted to £70.
That’s it for now, until next time, safe 
passage. 

Roy Clark

From Shingle Street Coastguard

PUBLIC NOTICE 

Premises Licence – Variation to Existing Licence 

     Name of Applicant :   Hollesley Village Hall Management Committee 
     Name of Premises :   Hollesley Village Hall  
     Postal Address of Premises :  Woodbridge Road, Hollesley, Suffolk   IP12 3QL 

     This application may be viewed at :   Suffolk Coastal District Council 
Council Offices 
Melton Hill, Woodbridge 
Suffolk   IP12 1AU 

     Proposed Licensable Activities : 

   Authorisation to sell alcohol in the village hall premises. 
    
     Dates between which representations may be made to the Licensing Authority : 

Start Date : 25 March 2010 
Closing Date :             22 April 2010 

   Representations must be made in writing to the Licensing Team, Suffolk Coastal District Council (as  
   the Licensing Authority) at the above address, or by e-mail to licensing@suffolkcoastal.gov.uk.

   It is an offence knowingly or recklessly to make a false statement in connection with an application  
   and the maximum fine for which a person is liable on summary conviction for the offence is £5,000. 
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200 CLUB
 
January winners, sharing £215, were:

1st Maggie Ross, 2nd Peter Scopes,
3rd Mary Garner, 4th David Balls.
 
February winners, again sharing £215, 
were:

1st Pat Shannon, 2nd Helen Shand,
3rd Kate Eagle, 4th David Balls.
  

An evening with Brian Faulkner

Some 80 guests gathered in Hollesley 
Village Hall on Saturday 13th February 
to listen to a fascinating talk by Brian 
Faulkner, the vet at Melton until very 
recently.

In his own way, he led us from his 
childhood on a farm in Northern Ire-
land to his university days in Scotland, 
and on to his veterinary experiences 
in various parts of England, before 
coming to Melton, with several amus-
ing anecdotes on the way. Brian then 
answered questions form the floor until 
supper was ready.

Gill Wiffin (with the help of husband 
Ray) had worked hard in the kitchen to 
produce bangers and mash for every-
one, and even treacle tart for those with 
room to spare. A raffle was drawn and 
the February 200 Club prizewinners 
announced. The evening ended with a 
few more questions of our speaker, be-
fore he left for home. A highly success-
ful evening raised around £600 for the 
Tower Restoration. We are extremely 

grateful to Brian for giving up his Sat-
urday evening to talk to us, and also to 
Gill and Ray and everyone who helped 
to make the evening a success, particu-
larly all those who bought tickets and 
turned out on another cold evening.
 
forthCoMing eventS

Saturday 26th June
We have arranged for the Suffolk Guild 
of Ringers ‘Vesty Ring’ to be available 
for Hollesley Fete

Sunday 11th July
Strawberries and Wine Evening

Musical Highlights For All Tastes

by the

G&S
Singers

Saturday, April 10th

7.30 pm
Hollesley Village Hall

     tiCketS - £7.50 adultS  £3 Children

     
Enjoy the evening with an 

accomplished group of soloists and 
chorus singing everything
from Bach to The Beatles
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My name is Thomas Anderson, I am 
13 and live in Hollesley. I belong to 
the 1st Woodbridge Scout Group and 
have been given a once in a lifetime 
opportunity - I am one of the young-
est Scouts to have been selected to 
represent Suf-
folk at the World 
Scout Jamboree in 
Sweden next year. 
We all had to go 
through a selec-
tion process and 
interview and I was 
lucky to be chosen 
along with 35 other 
Scouts/Explor-
ers from Suffolk. 
What is a Jambo-
ree? Well it is held 
every 4 years and 
is a chance for tens 
of thousands of 
scouts from around 
the world to live and 
learn together for 10 days. This will be 
an amazing chance to learn from and 
make friends with Scouts from many 
different countries. Once in Sweden  
we will have to work jolly hard—we 
have even got to make our own tables 
and chairs!

In order to be able to attend the Jam-
boree I have to raise £1950 by the end 
of this year. This is a lot of money, but 

Scouts from wealthy countries like 
England have to pay more to subsidise 
Scouts from countries that are less 
well off and give them the opportunity 

to participate in 
something that they 
would not other-
wise be able to af-
ford. The idea is to 
get Scouts attend-
ing from as many 
different coun-
tries as possible, 
not from just the 
wealthier countries 
in the world.

I have started doing 
a paper round every 
Sunday from which 
I am putting £5 a 
week towards my 
fund. I have raised 

£446, part of which was from a raffle 
at a recent Scouts band night, which 
raised £126. Hollesley village stores 
donated a prize towards this which was 
very kind of them. I have also been 
given £100 from the Suffolk Scout As-
sociation. 

I am planning on attending a couple 
of car boot sales to raise some more 
money and will be organising a coffee 

World Scout Jamboree 
Sweden 2011

Thomas Anderson
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Professor Karl Hendryk and his 
Wife Anya are refugees who 
have escaped to the West from 

the Eastern Block. They rebuild their 
lives in London helped by Lisa, Anya’s 
cousin, at their Bloomsbury flat. Now 
working at London University, Karl 
is confronted by one of his students – 
Helen – who demands private lessons 
from him backed by her wealthy busi-
nessman father. The situation becomes 
fraught as Helen is infatuated with Karl 
and challenges him to leave his invalid 
wife. With the usual Christie twists and 
turns the play finally reaches its climax 
in the inevitable murder. But who suf-
fers the consequences? Why does Karl 
believe that the fields of amaranth – an 

imaginary flower that never fades and 
only blooms in Paradise – are here and 
now? Perhaps the clue is in the fact that 
the name is given to a plant commonly 
known as ‘Love Lies Bleeding’.

Christie’s plays, like her novels are 
legendary for their suspense, so come 
along to Hollesley Village Hall on Wed 
5th May, No performance on Thursday 
due to ELECTION, Friday 7th May and 
Sat 8th May at 7.30pm.

Tickets £6 for adults and £3 for chil-
dren under 14. On sale at Hollesley 
Village Stores, from members of the 
cast and from the Box Office Tel: 01394 
411079.        

morning later in the year—watch out 
in future Village Voices for the date 
of this. I will have to practice my cake 
making skills first! I am also planning 
to take part in a Scouts event at the 
end of April cycling from Gilwell Park 
near Chingford in London—which 
is the head quarters of Scouting in 
the UK—back to Kesgrave. I will be 
cycling a distance of approximately 
95 miles over 3 days. If anyone in the 
village would like to sponsor me for 
this event please contact my parents on 
07759370331.

At the moment, the £1950 target looks 
quite scary, and any help or support  
that you could offer, would be much 
appreciated. I am prepared to do odd 
jobs such as gardening, shopping, car 
washing, leaflet drops etc with the help 
of my family, depending on the task, in 
exchange for a donation, and if anyone 
has any other ideas for fundraising I 
would be glad to hear from you.

Your assistance will ensure not only a 
trip of a lifetime for myself, but also 
hopefully for somebody less fortunate 
than me too. Thank you.

Thomas Anderson

The Hollesley Players present

Verdict
a play by agatha ChriStie
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The Welcome Club are organising 
an outing to Bury St Edmunds on 
Wednesday, 16th June, leaving the 
Village Hall at 9.30am and returning 
there by approximately 6.30pm. We  
welcome you to join us as we do need 
to fill the coach to keep the cost down! 
Phone Marian on 01394 411262 for 
more information or to book.

We are arranging to be dropped off 
at the bus station so we can visit the 
new shopping precinct and the market, 
walking downhill, as some find the 
usual cathedral drop off point with the 
gradual climb too much.

Marian Collins

Welcome Club Outing

Siberian weather, deep snow, freez-
ing temperatures, starving birds, and 
local bird-ringing: the last couple of 
issues of Village Voices have carried 
stories and photographs about them all, 
and the following incident links them 
together as a postscript to our worst 
winter for 30 years.

When the cold was at its fiercest, and 
the supply of peanuts, apples, suet pud, 
fat balls and seed was a vital daily duty, 
we noticed a great tit grounded in our 
garden with its head tucked beneath its 
wing. We brought it indoors and tried 
to keep the flame of life flickering, but 
it was too far gone and died that night.

It had a metal leg ring, and we sent its 
number, date of recovery and our ad-
dress to the British Museum. We have 
since been told that the bird was a first-
year female great tit, ringed by Messrs. 
Thompson and Hedges, on 13th Sep-
tember 09 at Oxley Marshes, Hollesley. 
120 days had lapsed between ringing 
and death, and the bird had moved 2km 
from where it was trapped and ringed.

Laurie Forsyth

Great tit: courtesy Natural England

A winter’s tale
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Your Letters - keep writing , we love to hear your views and stories

Dear Editor

My name is Carol A. Bolling (nee Hal-
lett), former member of Hollesley Par-
ish Church, and currently living in the 
USA. I was hoping that you might be 
able to help me contact, or get current 
information about the Rev. John Gates. 
Any help would be greatly appreciated.

Carol Bolling
balmoralcorgis@yahoo.com

Dear Editor

Our AONB is blighted with road-side 
litter. I have just driven from Wilford 
roundabout to Hollesley and was ap-
palled at the amount of rubbish on the 
verges. I shall head out while the sun 
is shining and see if I can make a small 
difference by picking up rubbish and 
recycling it where possible.

I hope the author of a letter to the Edi-
tor in today’s East Anglian Daily Times 
(4th March) will not object if I quote his 
letter as his views are mine:

Every bit of litter we see around us 
has been bought and then dropped by 
someone. It is no use complaining that 
it is the responsibility of “The Au-
thorities”, who are not doing enough 
to clear it up. Our Council Tax and the 
reducing Government grant made to 
the local authorities has to pay for this 
service. Is this the highest of priorities 

for local authorities who are now hav-
ing to decide on which services they 
will spend limited funds?

We must start to take responsibility for 
our own actions and if we all do our 
bit, however small this may seem, to 
protect our beautiful countryside, per-
haps the message just might get across 
to the thoughtless people, whoever they 
are, who pollute our neighbourhoods 
with their rubbish. 

Rosemary Clarke
Suffolk County Councillor

(Wilford Division)

Dear Editor
 
Having just read March Village Voices 
on the internet I really must con-
gratulate you on the ever improving 
performance. The articles are interest-
ing, the information useful and the 
proof reading and editorial work are 
both very professional. It is a pity the 
national press cannot equal you! It is a 
joy to see a reflection of such a positive 
and vibrant community.
 
For those of us who live far away the 
immense improvement in the online 
edition is very welcome. In fact, full 
marks all round and keep up the good 
work!

Sarah Magittai
Israel
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Dear Editor

As reported in the March issue of Vil-
lage Voices, the glass banks are soon to 
be ‘re-sighted’ at the Village Hall.

Am I right in assuming that they will 
be solely for the disposal of redundant 
spectacles?

Clive Smith

Dear Editor

In the March Village Voices, I was so 
pleased to see the photograph of the 
bowls players from Hollesley. I knew 
most of them, especially my uncle, Le-
slie Middleditch who was my mother’s 
brother. Mr Rozzier’s son married one 
of my sisters, Mr John Flory was my 
schoolmaster and Mr W King was our 
chimney sweep man.

It’s so interesting to read all the Hol-
lesley news and what goes on now, to 
what there was in my lifetime at Hol-
lesley.

If Ray Middleditch would like to get 
in touch with me, we could have a nice 
chat, we were both in Hollesley Church 
Choir together.

Vera Knights (nee Middleditch)

Like many others, Ray Middleditch is a 

postal subscriber to Village Voices. We will 

pass on your address to him.

Editor
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More than 30 volunteers from the 
public tested the way our new visitor 
centre will work in a trial exercise held 
before we open to the public on 23rd 

March. A high proportion of the volun-
teer visitors at the exercise on the 12th 
March were from Hollesley village. 
Amongst other things it gave them 
the opportunity to see at first hand the 
progress we’ve made over the last few 
months turning an empty, albeit stylish 
shell into a living reality.

Running a visitor centre so that it ex-
ceeds visitor expectations is a complex 
task. Before we open to the public we 
need to ensure our volunteer staff are 
completely familiar with how every-
thing works: from tills to chip and pin; 
from coffee machine to dishwasher; 
from telephone system to providing a 
warm and informative welcome.

Think of it as a full dress rehearsal, 
fixing operational snags with the added 
element of visitor feedback to help us 
understand where we could improve.

Our volunteer staff have all been 
trained in the tasks they’ve offered to 
do, from making a superb cup of coffee 
to complicated ticketing (think of two 
senior citizens with one child over five 
and one child under five) to ensuring 
visitors have a full understanding of 
what they can see and do. But making 
everything gel through teamwork – 
giving a superb visitor experience – is 
where it all has to come together.

We gave each visitor Monopoly money 
when they arrived to use to buy their 
tickets and refreshments. That way our 
volunteer staff got practical experience 
carrying out transactions and using 

Suffolk Punch Trust Visitor Centre Ready to Open

Volunteers helping to test the new visitor centre
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the (rather sophisticated) tills known 
nowadays as electronic point of sale 
terminals.

Working with great enthusiasm, our 
volunteer staff found out how to work 
as effective teams, learning from each 
other and honing new skills.

Our volunteer visitors were equally 
enthusiastic, thoroughly enjoying the 
opportunity to test the quality of our 
coffee, cakes, gifts, ambience and 
facilities while offering helpful obser-
vations.

We will open to the public on 23rd 
March between 10am and 4pm, six 
days a week. The visitor centre will be 

closed on Mondays except for Bank 
Holidays. We will be open throughout 
Easter and—in July and August—wewe 
will be open seven days a week.

Visitors to just the coffee and gift 
shops in the visitor centre will not need 
to pay the entrance charge. We hope 
that this will encourage use of the cen-
tre by local people—making it a warm 
and vibrant place to be.

Thank you all for your fantastic sup-
port and enthusiasm.

Krystyna Smithers 
General Manager
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From the Horse's Mouth
Riding For The Disabled Hollesley Group

Hello, top of the morning to you all, 
let me introduce myself, I’m Hoolie 
and as you can guess, was born in 
Ireland some 23 years ago. I stand at 
15.2 hands high and though modesty 
forbids, I’m a rather handsome skew-
bald gelding.

I came to the RDA after I was injured 
competing in a cross country and dres-
sage trial. RDA took me on and nursed 
me back to fitness and health, but my 
cross-country days were over and I now 
carry disabled client riders. They call 
me a ‘gentleman’ because I try to look 
after my riders and help the volunteers 
who lead me. I know what it is like to 
be disabled and it makes me feel great 
to be able to stretch my legs, have some 
good ‘craic’ and hear people laugh.

Although no longer in the ‘game’, I 
would love to have gone to Poplar Park 
Horse Trials last month, it would have 

brought back good memories for me. 
I know that my sponsor together with 
many RDA volunteers were involved in 
running the event, which is the first in 
the calendar of the National Trials. The 
organisation usually gives a donation 
to the RDA, which helps towards our 
running expenses. You will have read 
about our hay situation from May in 
our last blog and believe me, we horses 
and ponies cannot live on hay alone!

Now, will I be after telling you about 
the Support a Pony Scheme (SAPS). 
For sure, anyone can support a pony for 
just £10 per year, isn’t that great! So 
even if you can't spare the time you can 
still be helping to support us through 
the scheme. I mean, you can lose a ten-
ner on one race at Limerick races!

Sure, I was about to tell you about our 
open day later in the year, but I’m told 
I’ve given you the blarney for long 
enough, so, good talking to you, until 
next time. Slán !   

Hoolie
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On Thursday 4th March our whole 
school went on a Victorian trip to the 
Long Shop Museum in Leiston. We 
went by coach to Leiston and for the 
last little bit we walked. It was a cold 
day so most of the time we spent there 
was indoors. We all dressed up in Vic-
torian clothes as best we could, includ-
ing the teachers!

We went there because we are learning 
about the Victorians in topic because 
the first school ever to be made in Hol-
lesley was built in the Victorian era. It 
was quite good because the museum 
used to be a factory working in the 
Victorian era.  

There were six characters which we 
read about before the visit and their 
names were: Mr Richard Garrett (he 
was the owner of the factory) Mr 
Samuel Knights (he was a man who 
oversees the day to day running of the 
factory) then there was Mr William 
Ambrose (he was a weaver and he was 
head of the Union) also there was Mil-
licent Garrett Fawcett (she is a Clerk 
they write down everything that needs 
to be written down).  

A Union is where workers come to-
gether and campaign against things that 
need to be changed, but if it was just 
one person they could easily be sacked 
but when all the workers congregate to-
gether it was a lot harder to sack them 
all together.

During the course of the day we learnt 
how Victorian workers were treated, 
if you were caught smoking or not 
getting on with your work you would 
(as they put it) be asked to leave, you 
would get fired. There were many dif-
ferent activities to be done during the 
day. Many people have said that they 
have learnt lots from the experience, 
but most people have said that they did 
not know how the fire pump in Victo-
rian times worked until Thursday, there 
was a sort of stirrup that we put our 
foot in to keep the pump stable when 
we pumped and then the other person 
would point the hose.

We also learnt about casting which is 
making moulds from molten hot iron 
that was 1600° Celsius. It was used 
in the machines that were made in the 

Our Victorian Trip
Hollesley Primary School

The pupils hard at work
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Since we last wrote before Christmas 
we have been very busy with vari-
ous events. There have been grading 
successes throughout the club from 
Red belts (Novice) to Brown belt and 
hopefully soon to have another Black 
belt (Dan Grade). This is achieved by 
a vast amount of technical theory of 
throws, holds, throwing combinations, 
and armlocks and strangles for seniors.
All the terminology has to be learnt in 
English and Japanese!
 
National Championships at Sheffield
Three junior players entered this rank-
ing event as part of the Eastern Area 
Team. They were Alex Bevens of Hol-
lesley, Richard Clark of Woodbridge 
and Samantha Buckell of Halesworth, 
all high graded players. The competi-
tion was very tough and they were 
up against the very best in the whole 
country, but all three were eventu-

ally knocked out of the medals by last 
year’s winners! This at least gave them 
a taste of top class competition and 
Alex and Richard are entered in the 
National Schools Championships at the 
end of March, so let’s hope they come 
back with a medal from that event, and 
lots of experience too!
 
Annual Christmas Party and 
Presentation evening
This was another great event, with 
presentations going to all members of 
the club for their efforts during the last 
year. The Party, held at the Hollesley 
Bay Staff Club, was a brilliant evening 
of fun for all. Santa even had time to 
make an entrance, to the delight of 
about 60 children.

 
Inter-Club Competition
This latest club event was held at Tun-
stall in January with nearly 60 children 
entered in from Novices upwards. 
The standard of Judo was extremely 

Long Shop in the Victorian era, but of 
course we didn’t use hot iron we used 
plaster of Paris. We worked silently 
because in those days workers had to 
otherwise they would be fined 10 pence 
off their wages.

On the whole the day was thoroughly 
enjoyed by everyone although the 
teachers didn’t like it when they got 
shouted at because they didn’t do the 
right thing. He, he!

School reporters:
Georgia Donaldson and Sam Parkinson

Hollesley Judo Club

Cameron Green throwing his opponent
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As you may already know, our local 
archery club had to close last year 

due to dwindling numbers. We started 
the club in November '03 with a mem-
bership of 22 rising to 24 by the end of 
'04. With the bulk of membership being 
teenagers, we received some funding 
from Suffolk Acre.

As exam time approached each year we 
gradually lost a few of our teenagers to 
revision and course work! The final few 
left in '09 having completed their Duke 
of Edinburgh awards so we decided to 
call it a day. This left us with enough 
equipment to start an archery club! 

As the original help with funding was 
for youth, what better organisation 
than the Scouts to have the equipment.  
This was put to immediate use at Hal-
lowtrees where the official handover 
took place on 13th February.  

Richard Pipe

high and there were numerous perfect 
throws throughout the day, the fastest 
one was in 4 seconds! What was really 
great was that all abilities took part 
and everyone enjoyed themselves and 
all the competitors received a medal. 
Thanks go to all the coaches and parent 
helpers who made it a brilliant day.
 
'Bring your Parents to Judo evening' 
and a “Colossal Cake Sale” in aid of 
Help for Heroes!
This was just another fun evening 
where the mat was full of parents and 
children having fun learning throws, 
holds and playing Judo games! This 
is always a great event and was even 
more popular this time as we also held 
a Colossal cake sale in aid of Help 
for Heroes. I thought that if parents 
came on the mat, then they would be 
ready for a cake when they came off! 
As usual, everyone was really gener-
ous in baking cakes and buying them 
and with a raffle we made a fantastic 
amount of money. Hollesley Primary 
School also held a cake sale, thanks to 
Kieran and Charlotte Bevens and mum 
Val and India Parkinson and the staff 
at Farlingaye High, who bought what 
was left over! The total amount raised 
was a fantastic £345 so thank you to 
everyone who helped to raise so much 
for this worthy cause.
 
If you are interested in joining Judo 
club, we will start more new beginners 
after Easter so contact me for more 
details.

Julie Jolliffe 2nd Dan
Senior Club Coach

The end of Phantom Archers

Richard Pipe (representing Phantom Arch-
ers) handing over archery equipment to 
Ray Whiffin & Steve Lovett for the Deben 
District Scouts
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Only a single league game to report on 
this month. This was away to Leiston 
Con Club who we had beaten in the 
home fixture 5–4 and are the side we 
shall play in the knock-out cup final on 
April 14th at the Royal British Legion 
Club in Woodbridge.

First on for the Shepherd was S Cop-
ping who won 2–0 as did G Creed on 
second. Third up was J Copping who 
lost for only the second time, going 
down 0–2 to Leiston’s captain. The 
Shepherd captain was up next and had 
a narrow victory (2–1). This was fol-
lowed by two more wins of 2–0 by P 
Knights and R Wright.

In the women’s match Jeanette lost in a 
close game 1–2.

Having won the match in the singles 
the Shepherd were able to give a game 

Shepherd and Dog 
Darts

P W F-A Pts

Hollesley Shepherd and Dog 10 9 58-32 27

Wickham Market George 11 9 58-41 27

Woodbridge Legion 10 8 56-34 24

Leiston Constitutional Club 11 5 50-49 15

Woodbridge Football Club 11 5 46-53 15

Grundisburgh Dog 11 4 46-53 12

Orford Sports Club 11 3 44-55 9

Framlingham White Horse 11 0 29-70 0

to Kyle Wright. He partnered G Creed 
and lost 0–2 to a strong Leiston pair. 
The other two doubles were won giving 
a match result of 7–2. Our postponed 
match against the legion will now be 
played at home on March 31st.

C Lennard

Free Holiday Activities
There's something fishy
going on at the Church!

Come and join us for
seaside crafts, games, music

Wednesday April 7th

Hollesley Church
10–12 noon, Ages 4–12

Phone Lydia 411779 or Di 411079
to book your plaice (we mean place!)

Talk and light supper at Sutton 
Memorial Hall

Friday 23rd April 6.45 for 7pm

Guy Quilter talking about the history of the 
Quilter Estate

Tickets £6.50 – must be booked by
Friday 16th April

Phone Sue on 411793
or Daphne on 384659
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Broadband Campaign

The local campaign for better broad-
band in our rural areas got off to a 
good start in the splendid surroundings 
of Bawdsey Manor on March 11th.  

Ann Toettcher opened the proceedings 
and said that it was ironic this this the 
former home of Sir Cuthbert Quil-
ter, the first chairman of the National 
Telephone Company—later to become 
BT—had no satisfactory broadband 
today. Counsellor Christine Block 
was in the chair. Bruce Page outlined 
the many problems that people were 
facing both as individuals and small 
businesses. Fred Stentiford gave a 
presentation describing some ways that 
might improve the situation and high-
lighted some enterprising communities 
elsewhere in the UK that had achieved 
some success.

A short video was shown of one such 
community in the village of Wray in 
Lancashire. Bill Parker from Suffolk 
Coastal District Council gave an ac-
count of the various initiatives already 
underway in the region. Many ques-
tions and comments were raised from 
the floor. Therese Coffey, the prospec-
tive candidate for the Conservative 
Party, said that she was seeing BT soon 
and asked for questions that could be 
raised.

The meeting closed with the actions 
to form a committee to move things 
forward and to report back to the group 
in 3 months. If you are interested in 
securing better broadband please fill 
out a questionnaire found at
tinyurl.com/shottishambroadband.

Fred Stentiford

Last Satur-
day was 
rather 
cold and 
cloudy over 
Boyton Marsh, 
but those that ventured 
forth were rewarded with some nice 
birds and a few sightings of hares. It 
was pleasing to see some Avocet and 
the Skylark was showing well on the 
ground. Thank you all who came, for 
your enthusiasm and generosity in do-
nating over £60 for Boyton Church.

I know that some of you were interest-
ed in having a list of the birds we saw 
over three hours. Here it is:
redwing, fieldfare, song thrush, black-
bird, starling, blackheaded gull, cur-
lew, teal, wigeon, canada goose, blue 
tit, wood pigeon, goldfinch, blacktailed 
godwit, gadwall, redshank, pied wagtail, 
meadow pipet, mute swan, lapwing, great 
tit, cormorant, lesser blackbacked gull, 
morehen, dunnock, herring gull, shellduck, 
little egret, carrion crow, magpie, reed 
bunting, jackdaw, oystercatcher, avocet, 
brent goose, greylag goose, rook, mallard, 
pheasant, skylark, chaffinch, common gull 
and wren.

Boyton Bird Walk

Oliver Slessor
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Spectacular action from the recent event at Poplar Park
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The locally made film, Coming Home 
turned out to be very, very popular and 
the programme was packed in more 
senses than one!

The evening started with a showing of 
the short film about Boyton that was 
made by the film company that pro-
duced Coming Home (this can now be 
seen on the website www.boyton.com).  
This was followed by another film by 
Mutt & Jeff films entitled Departure 
Lounge, and after the interval Coming 
Home was shown.

Both films were very thought provok-
ing. People from the Ipswich Deaf As-
sociation were impressed and wanted 
more information. Thanks to Tania and 
team for preparing the food for the 
interval. It is planned to incorporate a 
further showing of Coming Home in a 
future event for those who missed out.  
Proceeds are going towards the church 
restoration appeal—work is due to start 
in June.

Fred Stentiford

Village Voices Subscriptions
Subscriptions are available at a cost of 

£12 for 12 issues including postage within 
the UK. Rates for overseas are considered 

individually.

Please send the recipient’s name, address 
and telephone number together with a 

cheque for £12 payable to Boyton PCC to

Debbie Pipe, 4 Mallard Way, 
Hollesley, Suffolk, IP12 3QJ.

Coming Home Film Show Suffolk Wildlife Trust events at 
Foxburrow Farm

Tuesday 6th April
Family Afternoon Easter Egg Hunt 
2–4pm. Children £3.50, Adults £1.50. 
Please book on 01394 380113.
 
Thursday 8th April
Children's Activity Day
for 6–10 year olds
10–2pm. ‘Cuckoos and other Spring 
Birds’ £6 each. Please book on 01394 
380113.
 
Tuesday 13th April
Family Afternoon
2–4pm. ‘Leap into Spring’, Children 
£3.50, Adults £1.50. Please book on 
01394380113.
 
Friday 16th April
'Make a Difference' Youth Forum  
11am–1pm. Free activity for 10–18 
year olds. Team activities, wildlife ex-
periences, practical conservation work, 
lunch cooked on an outdoor fire. Please 
book on 01394 380113.
 
Sunday 25th April
Spring Fair 11–4pm
Celebrating Spring with stalls, actvi-
ties, crafts and refreshments, newborn 
Hebridean lambs. Adults £3, Children 
£2.
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Lemon Curd

Our chickens are now laying 
well, so it’s a good chance to 
make lemon curd. The colour 
is much better with free range 
eggs.

Buy the lemons ahead of time and 
allow them to ripen and provide the 
maximum juice. If you can’t find 
unwaxed lemons, just drop them into 
a bowl of boiling water for a couple of 
minutes to melt the wax off.

Everyone has a different recipe but I’ve 
just made this and it thickened easily 
and tastes great. I use lemon curd as a 
filling for sponge cake and scones or 
add it to whipped cream or yoghurt as 
a dessert.

For 2 small jars

2 lemons (3 oz each)
2 medium eggs
4 oz sugar
2 oz butter

Pauline Austerfield

Put the zest and juice of the lemons, 
butter and sugar into a heat proof bowl 
over a pan of simmering water. The 
bottom of the bowl must not touch the 
water. Heat until the butter has melted 
and the sugar dissolved, stirring oc-
casionally.

Break the eggs into another bowl and 
beat lightly. Take the lemon mixture 
off the heat, allow to cool for a couple 
of minutes then stir in the eggs. Return 
the bowl to the heat and, stirring con-
tinuously, cook until the curd thickens. 
You might need to take it off the heat 
at this stage and stir vigorously to stop 
the curd going lumpy. When it is nice 
and thick pour into sterilized jars, seal 
and label. It will keep in the fridge for 
two to three weeks.
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The report from PC Warne stated that 
there had been only 3 crimes in the 
Parish in the last month and these had 
all been at the prison. A speed camera 
had been set up for a short while in 
The Street on 10th March and there had 
been surprise at the volume of traffic 
going through the village.

Rosemary Clarke (County Councillor) 
reported that the County Council had 
set a budget which would include a 
2.4% increase in council tax. However, 
the efficiency savings already made 
are unlikely to be enough to avert the 
impending crisis in funding. 2011 will 
see big cuts in grants across the public 
sector and the County Council will 
have to make substantial savings and 
are making plans to reduce duplication 
and share resources between different 
services, for example a single building 
providing library, social services and 
council offices. More services will be 
provided ‘on line’ and communities 
will be encouraged to become self-
sufficient, particularly with regard to 
provision of care for elderly people.

An email had been received from 
Suffolk ACRE regarding setting up a 
Good Neighbourhood Scheme. It was 
suggested that someone from Ufford 
Parish Council, where a similar scheme 
has recently been established, should 
be invited to share their experience.

The cabling work at Duck Corner is 
now complete and the corner will be 
levelled off so that it is easy to strim. 

Appreciation was expressed of the 
work done to tidy up and trim around 
the Village Hall. A request will be 
made for the recycling bins to be 
moved when they are next emptied.

The Village Hall is applying for a 
licence to serve alcohol. Representa-
tions should be made to the Licensing 
Authority between 25th March and 22nd 
April. See page 15 for details.

The Annual Parish Meeting will take 
place on 22nd April at 7.30pm. All vil-
lage residents are invited and encour-
aged to attend.

Ruth Hatchett

Hollesley Parish Council notes from 
the meeting of Thursday 11th March
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Local Contacts
Hollesley Village Hall Bookings Christine Gillespie 411562

Boyton Village Hall Bookings Val Murray 410117

Hollesley School Lynne Wright (Headteacher) 411616

Welcome Club Marion Collins 411262

Hollesley Womens Institute Gina Forsyth 411727

Mothers Union Pat Fleetwood 410409

Hollesley Players Sharon Culley 01728 688446

Whist Drives Jill Cocksedge 411108

Hollesley Bowls Club Roy Winchester 411564

Indoor Bowls Nigel Smith 411549

Alderton Surgery 411641

Hollesley Badminton Club Chris Andrews 411126

Junior Soccer Keith Banthorp 01473 737474

Judo Club Julie Jolliffe 410483

1st Sutton Brownies Sonja Patterson 420576

Hollesley Playgroup Amanda Johnson 07947 887497

Hollesley Parent and Toddler Kerry Simoes 411603

Emergency Planning Coordinator Barry Towler 412009

Suffolk Link Bus Sadie 0845 604 1802

Marine Life Rescue Head Office 01825 765546

Hollesley Parish Council Dennis Driver (Chairman) 411707

Noelle Gore (Clerk) 411032

Boyton Parish Council Keith Lilley (Chairman) 411409

Alan Hall (Clerk) 411432

District Councillor Rhona Sturrock 411082

County Councillor Rosie Clarke 412178

Hollesley Bay Day Centre Audrey Shelcott 411776

Community Police Officer PC Andy Warne 01473 613500

Hollesley Commons Nick Mason 411150

Community Car Service Janet Gardiner 01473 630866




