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Dates for your diary this April

Regular Events

Sat 1 10 – 12 Church Coffee Morning, Butley VH

Sat 2 10.30 – 12.30 Boyton Coffee Morning, Boyton VH

Sat 2 2pm Boyton Beach clean up, meet at village sign

Mon 4 Tues 5 Wed 6 10 - 12.30 Holiday Club, All Saints Hollesley p30

Wed 13 7pm Boyton  Annual Parish Meeting p29

Sat 16 1 - 4 pm Hollesley Community Garden work party p27

Wed 20 7.30 pm Hollesley Gardening Club, Bowls Club 20

Wed 20 7.30pm All about climbers, SPT 411327 see p23

Thursday 21 7.30pm Quiet Lanes, Hollesley VH p27

Sat 23 7pm Evening with Clairvoyant, Hollesley VH

Mon 25 10 - 12 Coffee morning, 1 Parsons Hill  p14

Thur 28 7.30pm Hollesley Annual Parish Meeting p24

Sat 30 10.30am Plant and Cake Sale, Shottisham Trust Hall

Day Time Activity Where Contact

Monday 7.30 pm Yoga Hollesley VH Elly Lloyd 412053

Monday 7.30 pm Pilates Sutton Heath Sandy 410530

Tuesday 9 am Tai Chi Hollesley VH Ali 411717

Tuesday 2 pm Welcome Club Hollesley VH Marian C 411262

Tuesdays 2nd & 4th Hollesley Bay Day Club Alan 420092

Wednesday 9.45/11am Pilates Hollesley VH Sandy 410530

Wed/Sun 2-4pm Bowls club Hollesley Roy 411564

Wednesday 6.30 -8.30 The Place Hollesley VH Neil Fox

Wednesday 7.30 pm Pilates Sutton Heath Sandy 410530

Thursday 2 pm Art Classes Butley VH Mary 450077

Thursday 3.30 - 5 After School Club 5-11 yrs Ruth 412052

Thursday 5 - 7.30 After School Club11+ yrs Ruth 412052

Thursday Judo Club Julie 410483

Thursday 2nd wk 7.30 pm Hollesley WI Hollesley VH Jane 410104

Thursday 3rd wk 7.30 pm Jazz Soc Bawdsey VH Tony 410353

Friday 9.15am Yoga Hollesley VH Elly Lloyd 412053

Friday 11am Coffee morning Shepherd and Dog

Friday 7 pm Whist Boyton VH Eileen M 410340

Saturday (1st) 10.30 Coffee morningBoyton VH Isobel 411409

Sunday (last) 8pm Charity Quiz, Shepherd and Dog
Please email diary@villagevoices.org.uk with updates to this information.
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Please note that the opinions expressed in this magazine do not necessarily 
reflect the views or policies of the editorial team.

Copy date is 10th of each month. If you,know someone who is missing their
copy of Village Voices, please call Laurie on 411727.  

From the Editor 

Editorial copy
Editors: Cheryl, Ali, Nick, Jess, Diane

editor@villagevoices.org.uk

Copy on paper to: Laurie Forsyth
11A, Parsons Hill,

Hollesley, IP12 3RB

Advertising
Gerry Bathe

ads@villagevoices.org.uk

1 Rectory Road,
Hollesley, IP12 3JS
Tel: 01394 411376

Front cover: Egyptian Geese on Boyton Marsh, April 2014, by John Carpmael

Well, what an amazing photo! This rainbow was snapped by Helen Lewis in 
The Street Hollesley, looking towards the water tower. A picture tells a 

thousand words, so I will keep mine to a mimimum and just say, welcome to
this April edition of Village Voices - and leave you to explore the pages which

are full of community news and activities as ever. Thanks as always to our 
contributors, our advertisers and those who distribute to our doors. 

I hope you enjoy reading this issue
PS: look out for our design-on-a-sports-bottle competition...Ali Crawford
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Alan Stoddart, a truly remarkable man

In March we said a reluctant goodbye to a longstanding resident of Boyton who
has made a significant contribution during his 44 years in the village, both at
work and in retirement.

Alan was born in Edmonton, London, in1940. He had a difficult education as his
dyslexia was not recognised in those days, and he had great problems with
spelling and writing. However he excelled in arithmetic and anything to do with
figures. By sheer hard work he managed to get to Tottenham Grammar School
and in the third year there his mathematical skills ‘took off’ and he found him-
self in the top maths set. He was sent on Day Release to the GPO Research
Labs. at Dollis Hill where he was involved in Speaking Clocks, telephones and
microphones. Later, his work became highly technical and he was able to de-
velop innovative designs for copper tubes to carry signals. 

In 1971 his work moved to Martle-
sham where he developed the
telephone exchange for the High-
lands and Islands. He was also re-
sponsible for exchanges within
large companies. At this time he
headed a team of 90 doing this
important work. He continued in a
senior post overseeing degree en-
gineers. He retired in 1993 after
an illustrious career as Eur Ing
Ceng FIEE FBCS DIP Ed. (Euro-
pean Engineer, Chartered Engi-
neer, Fellow Institute of Electrical
Engineers, Fellow of British Com-
puter Society, Diploma of Education). 

In 1965 he married Kay and soon after
coming to Martlesham they settled in 
Boyton. They had one daughter, Nicola,
well known to us as she also lives in 
Boyton, married to Andy Cassy. Kay was a
keen gardener, and there was heavy work
to do on the vegetable plot, especially in
winter. Meantime, after just two weeks in
the village Alan attended his first Parish
Council meeting. Within a month he was
elected as Chairman, where he remained
for 15 years. 

Alan holding the Celtic gold Torc, discovered in Boyton - now at the British Museum

BT Adastral Park by Nigel Freeman
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On retiring as Chairman Alan researched the history 
of Boyton. He published a little book, 
A Brief History of Boyton covering pre 43 BC to 
2008. This took around 5 to 6 years to research and 
write and makes most interesting reading. It would 
be wonderful if another edition of this could be pub-
lished, including any recent findings or information, 
bringing it up to the present. 

All £300 profit from the book went to Church funds,
and another similar amount was donated from the
sale of village photos. 

Alan and Kay enjoyed motoring in their caravan
around Scotland, and later travelled further abroad
to Europe, Canada, India, Hong Kong, the
Caribbean and South Africa. Sadly, Alan’s dear wife
Kay died in 2011 after a long illness. He himself has
been coping with Parkinson’s disease for 23 years,
but realises now that he must not live on his own
without help.

He is reluctantly leaving his beloved Boyton, and looks forward with some 
trepidation to his new life at the Malt Yard in Woodbridge. However, always 
positive, he hopes to discover many new opportunities within walking distance.
Alan says he will be keeping an ‘open house’ and hopes old friends will drop in
for a cup of tea! We wish you well, Alan. Thank you for all you have done in our
community. 

Helen Lewis 

The book - A Brief History 
of Boyton

Alan with his grandchildren, photo contributed
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Dear friends,
As new life continues to unfold around us during April, our church communities
turn their attention to honouring and celebrating all that took place during the
past year and to looking forward to the future. This month, each of the seven
parish churches of the Deben ‘cluster’ will hold their annual meeting. Far from
being a boring business meeting, it is an opportunity for everyone to find out
what has been happening and to have a say in plans for the future. 

Each annual meeting is, in fact 3 meetings rolled into one. The first meeting is
the ‘Annual Meeting of Parishioners’ (previously known as the ‘Vestry meeting’).
Everyone who lives in the (ecclesiastical) parish, together with all those on the
church electoral roll, is entitled to attend and vote at this first meeting at which
two churchwardens are elected to serve for the next 12 months. It is the re-
sponsibility of the churchwardens to ensure that the people and church build-
ing(s) are cared for and church services provided. Anyone aged 21 or over can
stand for election as a churchwarden provided they are on the church electoral
roll, receive communion regularly and are not disqualified from being the
trustee of a charity.

The second meeting is the main one where we review the activities of the
church in 2015 and make plans for the future. Several people (usually 6) are
elected to the ‘parochial church council’ (PCC) to take forward those plans over
the coming year. Whilst only those on the church electoral roll can stand for
election and vote at this meeting, I encourage and welcome anyone who is in-
terested to come and hear what is going on, ask questions and express their
views on the activities of the church past, present and future. 
Among the plans we will be discussing is a change to the regular pattern of
services so that there is a better balance, with a traditional (Book of Common
Prayer) communion service, a modern language communion service, a service
without communion and an evening service available somewhere within the
Deben ‘cluster’ every Sunday (except 5th Sundays).Finally, the newly-elected
PCC holds a short meeting to elect a vice-chair (the vicar is the chairman of the
PCC), secretary and treasurer and discuss any urgent business
I do hope you will join us.             Wishing you every blessing, Ruth Hatchett
See next page for details of the meetings

Church Letter

Deben Churches, by Cheryl Gray and Ruth Hatchett
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Annual Church Meetings are being held as follows:
Ramsholt Friday 8th April 4pm Ramsholt Arms
Shottisham Sunday 10th April 12.30pm St Margaret’s Church, Shottisham
Sutton (incl Sutton Heath) Monday 11th April 6pm All Saints’ Church, Sutton
Alderton Wednesday 13th April 7pm St Andrew’s Church, Alderton
Bawdsey Thursday 14th April 7pm Bawdsey Village Hall
Hollesley (incl Shingle St) Wed 20th April 7pm All Saints’ Church, Hollesley
Boyton & Capel St Andrew Saturday 23rd April 10am Boyton Village Hall

When St Andrew’s 
Boyton

All Saints’ 
Hollesley Other Villages

3rd April

11.00 Holy 
Communion 

9.30 Holy 
Communion

6pm Reflection and
Song 

8.00  Alderton
9.30  Sutton
6.30  Shottisham

10th April

11.00 Morning 
Praise

9.30 Family 
Communion 

8.00   Alderton
11.00 Bawdsey,
11.00 Ramsholt, 
11.00 Shottisham
6.30   Sutton

Sat 16th
April

12 - 2 pm Messy
Church

11.00 Alderton, 
Sutton

17th April

8.00 Holy 
Communion

9.30    Café Sundae
6.30pm Evensong

8.00  Alderton
9.30  Shottisham
11.00 Bawdsey,

Ramsholt

24th April

9.30 Holy 
Communion

8.00   Alderton
9.30   Shottisham
11.00 Bawdsey,  

Ramsholt

Church Contacts
Team Vicar: Ruth Hatchett 01394 412052 ruth.hatchett@yahoo.co.uk
Hollesley Churchwardens: Boyton Churchwardens:
Pat Shannon 01394 411214 Isobel Lilley 01394 411409
Ray Whiffin 01394 410057 Malcolm Fleetwood  01394 410409
Hollesley Tower Captain: Peter Harper  01394 411355
Lay Reader: Lydia Calvesbert 01394 411779
Lay Elders: Joy Andrews 01394 411596

Di Barnard 01394 411079
Matthew Darke 01394 412111
Malcolm & Pat Fleetwood 01394 410409
Judy Foulger 01394 410254
Pat Shannon 01394 411214
Gill Whiffin 01394 410057
Will Richards 01394 410393
Mel Spurling 01394 420398

Sunday services in April
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Central Heating and Plumbing

Oil tank replacement•
Landlords’ Certificates•

Oil, gas & LPG boiler service and repair•
Oil and gas heating installation•
AGA Rayburn service and repair•
Cookers & Fires•

Solar hot water heating•
Air source heat pumps•
Ground Source heat•
pumps

Renewable Energy

Prompt efficient service and free quotes: 01394 411839  Mob:07786 971425
e.mail: info@dfoilheatingservices.co.uk wwwdfoilheatingservices.co.uk

David Friend Heating Services
Central Heating service, repair  & installation 

Renewable energy systems - water and heating

Chris Mann
Painter and paper hanger

01728 687438
07941 262663

27 years experience

For a free quote 
please ring

Weekday Services

Thursday 9.00am Boyton Church – Morning Prayer
Friday 8.00am Hollesley Church – Morning Prayer
1st Thursday 2.30pm Glebe House, Hollesley – Evensong 
3rd Thursday 10.30am Glebe House, Hollesley – Holy Communion
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From Hollesley School -  Our willow walk
We have been very lucky with
the support that we have re-
ceived for many years from East
Feast. Recently a lady named
Mary Pendered from East Feast
came to our school to create a
beautiful willow walk for the
children to run through whilst
doing the Golden Mile. The mo-
tive for doing this was that she
wanted to bring some wildlife
into our playground and a fun
way to do this was to incorpo-
rate it into the Golden Mile. 

At first it was going to go at the
end of the play equipment but
she decided it would be good as
part of our Golden Mile track
and ever since it has been there
more and more people have
started doing the Golden Mile.

Mary has worked for East Feast
for over 10 years which is when the charity was founded and this will be one of
her last projects because East Feast is ending at the end of March. The funding
for this project comes from Touching the Tide which is a project within the East
Feast charity.  Yvonne Moore has directed the charity since 2011 and has been
involved in some amazing projects.

In 2012, years 5 and 6 worked with East Feast on a project about trees and
the tiles that they made are still on display in school. More recently the charity
funded a poetry writing which led to a performance based around Dunwich.
Last term Mary worked with the children in years 2 and 3 and they visited the
walled garden at Hollesley Bay, made soup and apple juice and cooked deli-
cious recipes using apples. This term she continued working with these chil-
dren who helped weave the willow to form the tunnel. As it grows, little willow
flowers will blossom. It is approximately 6 metres, which is around 19.5 feet,
long. We were incredibly lucky to get the chance to work with East Feast again
especially as it is going to be one of their last projects. 

Over the years Mary has made wig-wams, domes, dens, storytelling areas and
teepees.  Mary came back to our school and built little bird feeders with years
2 and 3 made out of willow and next she is going to make a bug hotel with the
children. We think it was a fantastic idea and hope lots of bugs will move in
and remind us of all her hard work.

Danielle and Stevie Smith
School reporters

Creating a willow walk, contributed
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Brisas Ltd
Accountants & Consultants

Supporting Suffolk businesses
in challenging times

We don’t just prepare accounts and tax
returns. Our services also include:

Starting a new business
Buying and selling a business
Controlling costs
Business plans
Raising finance
Turnarounds
System advice and implementation

*

*
*
*

*
*

*
Our first consultation is free of charge

and all fees are agreed in advance
Telephone 01394 411774
E.mail: ho@brisas.co.uk

Velmor, Alderton Road, Hollesley, IP12 3RH

B
CA
L

For all your vehicle requirements

The Street, Boyton, Nr Woodbridge, Suffolk, IP12 3LH
Tel 01394 411712

RMI ACCREDITED TO THE TRUST MY GARAGE SCHEME
QUALITY SERVICE COMPETITIVELY PRICED

Established over 30 years
Opening Times: Mon- Fri 8.30am to 6.30pm Sat  9.00am to 1.00pm  Closed Sundays

Servicing and Repairs

All makes and models

Light Commercials

4x4

MOT

Valeting

Car Sales

Tyre Fitting

Courtesy car

Car Collection

Diagnostic Services

Peter Sproxton
40 The Street
Bawdsey
Suffolk

IP12 3AW

COASTAL TRADES

Phone: 01394 411874
Mobile: 0781 0211750

General Builders
Kitchen Design & Fitting

Landscaping
Leadwork
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From 0ur country kitchen 

Double Ginger Cake from Nigel Slater's The Kitchen Diaries.
I've made this cake several times and it's delicious. I usually make half the
quantity and use a 7 inch round tin containing a liner. The mixture is very liquid
so don't use a loose bottomed cake tin. It keeps well, wrapped in paper and
foil.

Ingredients

250g self raising flour

2 tsp ground ginger
Half tsp ground cinnamon 

1 tsp bicarbonate of soda
A pinch of salt
200g golden syrup

2 tblsp syrup from the ginger jar

125g butter

3 lumps stem ginger

2 heaped tblsp sultanas

125g dark muscavado sugar
2 large eggs
240ml milk

Method

Line a 7 inch round cake tin with baking
parchment. Set the oven at 180C/ Gas
4.
Sift the flour with the ginger, cinnamon,
bicarbonate of soda and salt into a large
bowl. 
Put the golden and ginger syrups and
the butter into a small pan and warm
over a low heat. 
Dice the ginger finely, then add it to the
pan with the sultanas and sugar. 
Let the mixture bubble for a minute and
stir. 
Break the eggs into a smaller bowl, pour
in the milk and beat until well mixed.
Remove the butter and sugar mix from
the heat and stir into the flour using a
large metal spoon. 
Add the eggs and milk and stir until
there is no trace of flour. Pour into the
prepared tin and bake for 35 to 40 min-
utes. 
Leave in the tin to cool before turning
out. 

Pauline Austerfield
Photos contributed
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London Marathon
I have lived in Hollesley for eight years and one of the
best things is all the footpaths we have on our doorstep,
through the beautiful forest and heaths.  When my eld-
est daughter (now five) was a baby I walked for miles
with her on my front in a baby carrier, and you may
have seen us around. I do a bit of running and the local
countryside is great for that too, especially when I sur-
prise some deer. I have run a few half marathons over
the years, and decided that 2016 was the year to try my
first full marathon. 

I have been very lucky to get a place in the London
Marathon on 24th April. My chosen charity is the Cys-
tic Fibrosis Trust. Every weekend until 24th April I’ll be doing a training run of
up to 3 hours through our local forest and heaths. If you see me (I usually
wear a red T-shirt) please do shout some encouragement. You can follow my
progress and read more about Cystic Fibrosis by visiting my fundraising web-
page below. I hope to stay healthy and fit until 24th April so that I can write to
Village Voices with the good news that I made it to the start……….and finish!
http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/russell-davey-VMLM2016-30742 
or google "virgin giving" and enter my name in the search box
Russell Davey

Do you want to help build a vibrant social hub for Hollesley? We have some ideas  – but
we need your ideas.

A regular Country Market
(Farmers market-type sale)?
Would you be interested in
having a stall to sell your locally-
produced fruit, veg, plants,

honey, eggs, preserves, cakes and
hand-crafted items? Would you come

and buy? Could you help organise it?
What new classes would you like to attend? Slimming? Fitness? Singing? Dance? Dog
obedience? Computer skillls?
What interests do you have? Hollesley history archive-building? Animal welfare charity-
fundraising? Folk music? Film? Photography? Could you help set up a club with people
of similar interests? 

Let us know your views and ideasPlease contact Sylvia Wade: Telephone: 411526
e-mail: wadewilderness@aol.com Hollesley Village Hall Management Committee

Are you in
terested in

 the farme
rs’ market?

Attending 
new classe

s?

Setting up
 a new clu

b?

Helping us
 to organis

e these?

Any other 
suggestion

s?

Hollesley Village Hall 
needs your views!

Russell Davey,contributed

Good luck Russell! from the Village Voices Team
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The refreshments and floral
arrangements by Paul and Susan
Finlay were magnificent, and so
was the cake made by Leslie An-
drews. Everyone was served tea
by Ruth and Michael Hatchett
and Judy Foulger and lots of peo-
ple joined in helping at the end
with clearing and washing up.

The celebration carried on  later
in the Shepherd and Dog where
there was quite a lot of energetic
dancing to the music of Grace
Brothers, featuring our son 
Conrad on guitar, and, for one 
number, singer Tony Barnard.

On Sunday evening 14 people
came to Hollesley Church for 
‘Reflection and Song’ on the very
wide theme of loving relation-
ships. This was a chance for us
to give a few reflections of our
time together and why we feel
we have been blessed by ending
up as ‘besties’ (best friends)
after such a long time. It also
gave us a chance to say this
prayer for the future, which, as
we grow older, is bound to get
harder.

When the bread of life has grown stale,
May the word of God sustain us.

When we feel there is more to overcome than we can endure,
May the love of Christ sustain us,

When temptation to give up is overwhelming,
May the presence of the Holy Spirit inspire us. 

May we find joy, hope and peace in the ups and downs 
of all that lies ahead

Finally, we did ask for ‘no presents’, but invited people to make donations to
Traidcraft, the Fair Trade organisation. People who couldn’t come sent dona-
tions in advance and by the end of the weekend the total given for Traidcraft
was £460........WOW! Thank you all so much! 

Di and Tony Barnard
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It was such a wonderful memorable week-
end for us. It started with a tea party in
the Village Hall attended by over 70
guests, family and friends.

Tony and Di’s 50th Wedding Celebrations

Di and Tony cutting the cake, by Helen Lewis
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Woodbridge Choral Society
& Phoenix Singers

with Kingfisher Sinfonia
present

Phoenix
singers

MUSIC OF THE 
NATIONS

Sunday 3 April  6.30pm
Snape Maltings Concert Hall
Copland: Fanfare for the Common Man
Barber: Agnus Dei
Sibelius: Finlandia
Stanford: Songs of the Fleet
Prokofiev: Alexander Nevsky

Tickets from: Richard 01473 620775 
Pat: 01394 411214

Soloists
Anna Harvey: Mezzo-Soprano
Charles Rice: Baritone

to celebrate my late husband’s
birthday and raise funds for

a charity that was 
very close to his heart

Monday 25 April 
10 am - 12 noon

Ruth Bentley 
invites you to her
coffee morning

1 Parsons Hill Hollesley

Bawdsey Haven Yacht Club
Saturday 2 April 2016 7.30pm

An illustrated talk by 
John Andrews

THE NORTH WEST  PASSAGE
The account of a 5,867 mile voyage
sailing from Scotland to Iceland,
Greenland and Canada to the North
West Passage in an Oyster 47

BAWDSEY VILLAGE HALL

£2entry, includes refreshments
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The 2016 Suffolk Walking festival has a varied programme of 77  walks across
the county ranging from a gentle stroll of one mile to a challenging 60 miles in
24 hours. They will take place along Suffolk's glorious coast, through scenic,
gently undulating countryside and around our medieval towns and villages.
This year's festival launch will take place at RSPB Minsmere which will also
mark the launch of Suffolk's Year of Walking, which starts in May 2016. The
launch walk sponsored by Suffolk Coastal District Council will include coffee
and cake from 10am, presentations at 10.30am, followed by a guided walk
around the nature reserve, leaving at 11am.

There are three lots of challenge walks planned, which have been sponsored by
the Suffolk Coast & Heaths Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB). 

The Mega Challenge, for the ultra fit, is a walk which will be undertaken over
a 24 hour period, covering 60 miles from Lowestoft to Felixstowe. 

The Classic Challenge, a firm favourite among regular festival goers, is made
up of five walks of between 11 and 14 miles each. As with The Mega Challenge,
the route goes from Lowestoft to Felixstowe, but will be at a rather more sedate
pace and spread over five days.

The Mini Challenge consists of three walks of around nine miles each: Oulton
Broad to Beccles, the 'Trimley Loop' and a walk ending with refreshments at the
National Trust's Sutton Hoo, near Woodbridge.

Other walks include two stress-relieving mindfulness walks; a 'prambling' walk
for parents with prams; photography, birdwatching and Pilates walks; a gentle
stroll for sufferers of dementia and their carers, a walk which includes views of
early marsh orchids, a speed-dating ramble and the ever-popular 'Horrible His-
tory For Families' in Ipswich.

Some include a cream tea or other refreshments and all are an informal and so-
ciable way to explore the county, meet like-minded people and to indulge in a
leisure activity which benefits both body and soul.

To view the full walks programme and book tickets, visit the festival website
www.suffolkwalkingfestival.co.uk

Brochures will be available from Suffolk tourist information centres.
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We offer your child a unique 
environment to explore, develop and play 
Our purpose built premises allow children
to thrive in stimulating indoor and outdoor
surroundings suited to them 
Our staff are qualified, experienced and
friendly. They will encourage and nurture
your child in the early stages of learning. 
We offer completely flexible hours to suit
you and your child’s needs between
8.30am-3.30pm, term time
We have close links with Hollesley Primary
School and other peninsula schools.
15 hours free funding is available for 
children aged 2-5. 

HOLLESLEY PRE-SCHOOL
For 2-5 years
School Lane, Hollesley

For more information or to arrange
a visit please contact Janice or
Lois  01394 410492
Charity No. 1021013

GRAHAM SKINGLEY

Local electrician - no job too small

FOR ALL YOUR DOMESTIC
ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION

WORK
Tel: 07790 230651
Evening Hall,The Street,

Hollesley,IP12 4QU

Need a local
experienced
plumber?

Ian Smith
01394  410137
07889 020134 no:03771L

All plumbing installations
Bathrooms
Drinking water purification 
Central heating repairs
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Dear Editor
I respect the right of anyone to voice their beliefs (Greetings from the Mission
at Boyton, Village Voices, March 2016) but of course beliefs are not facts.
After more than 150 years of experiment and observation, evolution by natu-
ral selection IS a fact, as near as makes no difference. The mechanism is well
understood, and can be demonstrated in the way humans breed crops for
higher-yields, or create bigger cows with more milk, or make endearingly de-
formed dogs. In these cases the needs or whims of people take the place of
environmental conditions in favouring particular characteristics, and over a
much shorter period of time, but the principle is the same. 

As for ‘Big Bang’ – well that divides opinion even among scientists. The physi-
cist who coined the term did so in mockery, and it remains only one of several
models that could explain our universe. The point is that while science doesn’t
claim to have all the answers, it does at least dare to ask the difficult ques-
tions. By contrast the religious narrative is a closed book – unchanging, con-
tradictory, implausible, unverifiable, and yet held to be a perfect revealed
truth.

I hope, genuinely, that people continue to enjoy the peace and comfort their
beliefs bring, but I'll put my faith in those who can re-think their ideas in the
face of overwhelming evidence.
Sincerely,
Steve Mercer, Alderton

Dear Editor,
I really enjoy your monthly magazine with its wealth of articles and informa-
tion but the page I love best and read first is 'Hollesley Primary School'.
Your current reporters Stevie and Danielle are amazing, so interesting and
amusing, they certainly have a flare for the written word. 
I shall really miss their talent and style when they move on to High School .
They are a credit to their parents, the school and themselves.
Yours
Pat Bendon, Shottisham

Your letters

Dear Editor,
I wrote to Village Voices recently about the Link bus. I want now to add a
word of praise for the driver Glynn who has been on the bus for many years
since the service started. He is well known for helping his passengers when-
ever he can, with loads of shopping, Zimmers, walkers and wheelchairs. Last
week he delivered Ken Deering from Boyton and myself from Hollesley to Not-
cutts. He collected us later with our purchases: bags of compost for Ken and
plants for my garden, which he loaded up into the bus for us, and later 
unloaded when we arrived home.

What a tremendous service. Thank you Glynn! We couldn’t have managed
without your help.
Helen Lewis
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Book review
Early One Morning by Virginia Baily

It’s 1944, Daniele Levi is a
seven-year old boy, living in
Rome’s Jewish ghetto. One
morning, Chiara watches as
German soldiers force families 
onto a lorry. 

Almost anticipating what might
await them, Daniele’s mother
suddenly pushes her son to-
wards Chiara, who convinces
the soldiers that he is her
nephew and should not be on
the truck. 

The story of Chiara’s “rescue” 
of Daniele sits alongside a sec-
ond story, some 30 years later. 
Rome in the 1970s: Chiara is 
now living alone in half a flat,
(the other half has been parti-
tioned and sold off to settle 
debts). She is without her 
sister Cecilia, and estranged 
from Daniele. We don’t know 
why, and she is resigned to liv-
ing with both losses.

Yet Chiara is a sturdy, intelligent woman, building a life for herself as a 
translator and enjoying Rome with her fashionable friends, but she has been 
deeply wounded by Daniele, and when she receives a phone call from a girl 
claiming to be his daughter, it forces her to confront the past. The catalyst for 
change is Maria, a 15-year-old girl from Cardiff, Wales who discovers by 
accident a family secret that her father is Daniele. Intent on discovering the 
truth, Maria is deter-mined to meet Chiara.

I first heard this book as a drama series on BBC Radio 4. It caught my attention
and I decided to buy the book. I could not put it down and yet I did not want
the story to end. It is a story of belonging, loss and identity. Filled with joy,
humour, excitement and fear, it was also most thought-provoking and I recom-
mend it to you all. 

Gerry Bathe

Have you got a favourite book, or read one recently that you couldn’t put

down? Please tell us about it for readers of Village Voices!

village voices1-20 spril 2016_vv  20/03/2016  13:10  Page 18



www.villagevoices.org.uk Page 19 April 2016 

Greetings from the Mission at Boyton 
Is God speaking? Creation is one of the main ways in which He does so:
The sheer size of the universe and its amazing balance, variety and beauty 
reveal a great deal about the God who made it. In creation God shows His 
stupendous power, awesome intelligence and brilliant imagination.

The Heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of His hands.

When we communicate with one another we rely heavily on words. God also
speaks to mankind through the words of the Bible - almost 4,000 times in the
Old Testament,500 times in the first five books. You will find phrases like The
Lord-spoke, The Lord-Commanded,The Lord said.This is why it is claimed that
Scripture never had its origin in the words of man, but men spoke from God as
they were carried along by the Holy Spirit! In no other literature can we find
stories of clear and detailed prophecies made by men claiming to speak-from
God, which are later fulfilled to the-letter. The Bible impacts  people’s lives with
life-changing power.

Millions of people, over thousands of years, have personal experience that:
The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul. 
The statutes of the Lord are trustworthy making wise the simple 
The precepts of the Lord are right, giving joy to the heart
The commands of the Lord are radiant, giving light to the eyes. (Psalm19)

After 2,000 years no expert has ever dis-
proved a single statement in the Bible. The
reason for this is that all scripture is God -
breathed. We should therefore accept it not
as the wordof man but as it actually is - the
word of God.

Our Services start at 3pm, followed by a fellowship tea. Tel: 01394 411876
Every blessing to all. 

Steve and Lynda Dart

Hollesley Fete 
25th June

We are now collecting bric-a-brac, 
books etc for the white elephant stall
We will collect! Please call Stewart 
on 01394 412169 or 07771 780857 
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Our well attended February
meeting was with John Bishop
from Wyevale garden centre
and his theme was how we

could work together to support
mutual interests. John indi-
cated that Wyevale might be
able to help with community
projects within the village. 

We look forward to welcoming
Tracey Coyne from Anglia Bulbs
on the 20th April at 7.30pm in

the Bowls Club.

April at last! Blossom on trees,
plants coming alive, seeds
being sown - a very busy

month indeed. How nice it is to
see the dormancy of winter

fade away.

Hollesley 
Gardening Club

Gardening Tips for April
Plant dormant dahlia tubers and gladioli corms    

Feed beds and borders, trees, roses and shrubs with general fertiliser
Feed lawn and begin mowing on a regular basis

Plant roses, shrubs and perennials
Plant sprouting seed potatoes

Roger Underhill

Spring is blossoming by Robin Wade

Boyton Community Group 
Our next event is the BCG meeting at 10.30am
Saturday 23 April at Chesterfield Lodge. 

Please join us if you wish to find out more
about what we do or want to get involved and
make a difference.

Andy Cassy 411720
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Dear Editor,
I take the liberty of contacting you having come across your excellent website.
Although living in Devon, I hail from Harwich and am a keen amateur re-
searcher into the Harwich Naval Forces in WW1 and in particular to the cruiser
HMS Amphion, the first RN warship lost in that conflict and her destroyers of
the L Class that in August 1914 were all based at Harwich.

Recently I came across a medal from WW1 which caught my interest.  The 
recipient lived in a village a few miles from my home here and he served in a
ship that was badly damaged (and later sunk) at Jutland.  During Christmas
1919 the recipient of the medal committed suicide whilst on leave and his
death was attributed at the Inquest to his WW1 experiences that had caused
"temporary insanity" or as it would be known today PTSD.  

Oddly enough I then spotted two more medals of men who died in the UK, the
first to a chap who was discharged from the Royal Navy as a dangerous lunatic
and who died in the Royal Navy Hospital at Great Yarmouth in 1917.  The 
second of these and the reason I am contacting you, is the only medal awarded
to Bertie Pottle from Hollesley.  He followed in the footsteps of his brothers and
joined the Royal Navy in 1918 but sadly he served for just 10 weeks before he
died as a result of the 'Spanish Flu' epidemic on the 20th April 1918 and is now
buried in Hollesley churchyard.

Because these and many men like them died
during WW1 their stories are so often over-
looked.  I am, therefore, now writing up the life
stories of these men and I am wondering if you
can possibly assist me with this please.  I do
have photographs of the three graves and the
Hollesley and Shingle Street War Memorial
(Bertie was the only one to be mentioned on a
town War Memorial, although it is interesting
that he is not shown as serving in HMS Vivid at
Devonport but in Plymouth Dockyard).

Although it is highly unlikely, I am wondering if
such a thing exists in the Hollesley area of an
actual photograph of him ?  Obviously this is
very much of a long-shot but I would really like
to obtain a copy of one to include with his story
and I wonder if you might be able to suggest
any likely sources please.
Many thanks indeed for your kind assistance.
Kindest regards

Peter Haywood 

Can you help?
Village Voices has recieved the following letter from an amateur researcher

Bertie Pottle’s headstone, by Val Dudley
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Jon Crampin
Fencing and Gates 

Telephone: 01394 410049
Mobile 07799 494 587

Supplied & erected

Hedge and grass cutting

Lawn seeding & turfing

Garden Maintenance & clearance

Sh
eds erected

Border plant
in

g

village voices 21 - 40 april 2016_vv  20/03/2016  11:40  Page 2



www.villagevoices.org.uk Page 23 April 2016

Heritage Garden
The garden is coming to life already with 'Cedric's Prolific' spreading under the
pergola and the pretty daffodil 'Jenny's Little Sister' is flowering for the first
time. The new oak obelisks will be installed in time to train our clematis in the
horseshoe bed

On Wednesday April 20th, to kick start the 
gardening year, Sarah Cook and Jim Marshall 
will be presenting an evening 'All about 
Climbers'.  This will be a series of short 
discussions on climbers for every occasion, 
interspersed by questions from the floor.

For more details, call the Trust on 01394
411327 or look out for details on the Suffolk
Punch Trust website and local village noticeboards.

Miggie Wyllie

Consumer Corner
Occasionally, a product or service has been so awful that it has resulted in you
being frustrated, angry and inconvenienced. You may also have
attempted to settle the problem on the phone but have ended
up with the issue very much unresolved. When you get to this
point, the next step is the letter. If the thought of it fills you
with dread, then here are some guidelines:

Draft a letter first.•
Who are you addressing -the chief executive (their names•
can be found online if you search)? Head of customer service?
Describe the circumstances that have led to you writing •
including dates of calls etc
Be clear about what you are seeking to resolve the problem•
Specify an amount for compensation to cover inconvenience,•
anguish, phone calls, etc•
Try to stay focussed - decribe how angry it made you feel but •

do not keep saying it using different words. 
One side of A4 is normally enough so remember to edit it•
Read it and reflect -will it get you the outcome that you want?•

If this sounds too onerous, more help is available. Moneysaving expert has a 
resolver tool (www.moneysavingexpert.com/site/resolver#fulllist) and 
Citizen’s  Advice has sample letters (www.citizensadvice.org.uk/resources-
and tools/list_of_sample_letters).

Gerry Bathe
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Hollesley WI
Guest speaker at February’s meeting was local
historian, Val Dudley. Her talk, The History of
Hollesley was very enlightening; she focused on
the medieval history of our village and was quick
to point out that despite popular belief, residents
of Hollesley were not field and farm workers but
affluent gentry -  Lord Hole being the Lord of the
Manor.

Every March, members throughout East Suffolk
have the opportunity to attend the Federation
Annual Council meeting at Trinity Park.  Many of
our members were able to attend and enjoyed the day.  There were speakers
from various local organisations, including British Humanitarian Aid, Lapwing
and Hidden Hearing. Then in the afternoon, Colin Anderson, a former head pas-
try chef to the Queen, gave us a light-hearted look at 5 years spent in the
Royal Household at Buckingham Palace, Windsor Castle and the Royal Yacht
Britannia. His anecdotes of life in the royal kitchen were most entertaining. Mr
Alderson now owns three hotels in Yorkshire.

On Saturday 5th March
one of our members, 
attended the annual 
Million Women Rise 
March which ended in 
Trafalgar Square in 
London to mark 
International Women’s 
Day on the 8th March.

It aims to break the 
silence surrounding
violence against women, 
demanding justice and 
support for victims and 
survivors.

Every year WI members
from across the country
participate as part of the 
National Federation of 
WI’s No More Violence
Against Women campaign.

March in Trafalgar Square, by Pauline Gillman
Hollesley WI meets at 7.30pm on every second Thursday of the month at 
the Village Hall. You can be sure of a warm welcome.

Jane Collier and Pauline Gillman
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Plaza Suite

The Hollesley Players present their spring production -
Plaza Suite by Neil Simon - on Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday 12th, 13th and 14th of May at 7.30 pm at
Hollesley Village Hall.

This is a comedy played out over three Acts, set in the
Plaza Suite of the American Hotel Plaza. Three stories of
three couples, each staying in the Plaza suite at different
periods of time.

Act 1, a married couple occupy the suite whilst their house is being redeco-
rated. It is their anniversary, they spent their honeymoon here 23 or 24 years
ago, will they make it to their 25th?

Act 2, a three times divorced Hollywood producer who grew up in the nearby
town of Tenafly returns for a visit after being away for seventeen years. He
books the suite and contacts his old High School sweetheart for a little sexual
diversion. But will this happily married mother succumb to his advances?

Act 3, tells the story of a mother, father and their daughter, it is the daughter’s
wedding day and she has locked herself in the bathroom! Needless to say she is
late for the ceremony. Can her mother and father persuade their daughter to
come out?
Tickets available in advance from the Box office: Adults £7.00, Pensioners
£5.00. Tel 01394 411079, or on the door: Adults £8.00, Pensioners £6.00.

Jo Cross
Our Spring Coffee Morning raising money for The Chil-
dren’s Society will be held this year at The Dolphin Inn,

Thorpeness on Friday 27th May from 10.00am –
12noon. As usual there will be delicious homemade

cakes and produce, raffle and items for sale. Admission
is £1.50 which includes fresh ground coffee, tea and

biscuits. Please come along if you can, you will be most
welcome.

Lorraine Lloyd

Boyton Parish Council 
The Boyton Annual Parish Meeting will take place on 
Wednesday 13th April at the Church (village) Hall at 7 pm. 

This meeting is not a regular parish council meeting but an 
open meeting for the whole village. It is an opportunity for 
residents to discuss village affairs, for an open question and 
answer session with councillors and each other, and where 
the council annual reports are presented. 

Tea and coffee will be  available. 
Any questions ahead of time? Contact our clerk, Gerry Bathe:

boytonpc@gmail.com

We look forward to seeing you there!
Boyton parish councillors
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O i l T e c h Heating

Boiler Services/repairs

Special Offer - Half price boiler service
April - August ‘15 (Excl parts)

T: 01394 421310
M: 07753 206503

Oil tank replacement

Landlord Safety Certificates

Oil       Gas       LPGvv

Power flushing

E: andy@oiltech-heating.com

Installation upgrades

Tel: 01394 411928 
Mob: 07885374410

T J Barnard
Carpenter and Joiner

FREE ESTIMATES

All types of  work undertaken including
Kitchen Fitting, Decking, Fencing &
Gates, Sheds & Summer Houses, 

Custom-made Pet & Poultry Housing

Beacon View, Rectory Road, Hollesley IP12 3JS
tim.barnard9@aol.co.uk
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Hollesley Community Garden
When you read this the clocks will have gone for-
ward again and we can enjoy longer and hope-
fully warmer evenings, birds singing and the
earth showing signs of growth again after her
winter sleep. Work-parties have started again at
the community garden with emphasis now on
party as the hard work in setting the garden up
has mainly been achieved.

The accompanying photo was taken two years ago. Our refreshment facilities
are a little less basic now! Do feel free to join us at our next work-party on 
Saturday April 16th 1-4pm. Please remember us if you have spare plants
/seedlings to donate for us to grow on. We can collect or you can bring them 
to the garden on a work-party day. 

Lorraine Foster

Community Garden mobile catering cart, contributed

Quiet Lanes Open Meeting
Have you heard of Quiet lanes? The first were designated in 1999, and you
will find them scattered all over the country. We have one at Capel St Andrew,
starting opposite St Andrew, the ‘Tin Man’, going along to the Clumps road,
and it is identified by a sign. The lane is open to all traffic, but drivers are
asked to take care and be courteous and considerate to others,
especially walkers, cyclists and horse riders. 

In this beautiful area we would like to find other Quiet Lanes
and so everyone is invited to an open meeting to hear more
about them and to discuss any possibilities for new ones in this
area on Thursday April 21st 7.30pm Hollesley Village Hall
Helen Lewis
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Boxed selection of various cuts•
of  succulent meat
Butchered and packed locally•
Vacuum-packed fresh or frozen
Born and raised along the coast• (Aldeburgh to Hollesley)

Diet of marsh grass and•
vegetables

andlings

To order-please ring 01394
411425 or email
awm@mortiers.com 

Competitively priced at £65 for half
and £130 for whole lamb

Lsamb

We offer
Long term care•
Early stages of dementia care•
Short term care•
NVQ trained, dedicated staff•
Respite holiday care•

G
LE

BE
HOUSE

Glebe House Residential Home,
Hollesley,Woodbridge 

Glebe House is a fine Victorian former rectory 
situated in the heart of the Suffolk Heritage Coast 

offering a unique and caring environment for the care
of the elderly in their retirement

Individual care planning•
Day Care•
Activities and outings•
Convalescent stay•
Traditional home cooking•

Glebe House Retirement Home
Rectory Road, Hollesley

Woodbridge, Suffolk IP12 3JS 
01394 410298

www.glebehouseretirement.co.uk

www.greyhoundinnpettistree.co.uk 
The Street, Pettistree, IP13 0HP 
thegreyhound@pettistree.com

01728 746451    

Stewart and Louise welcome you to

The Greyhound Inn, Pettistree, near

Wickham Market.

Chef Louise handcrafts the seasonal

menu using locally sourced ingredients

with a hint to their Scottish roots.

Stewart serves a selection of local

ales and an expanding array of 

single malt whiskies

The 
Greyhound

Inn
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Capel and beyond 
The local litter pick continued from Boyton through Capel, Butley and Chillesford 
with a total of 40 bags collected. We had fewer tyres this year but lots of other 
car parts, mostly from several accidents on the roads. The person who was re-
fitting their bathroom last year has obviously now finished. We previously had 
the bath, loo and basin and this year we have cleared the broken wall tiles and 
the plastic cistern parts. Also there were a number of 1980’s electrical  bits, so 
presumably they are starting on a different room!  

Sadly, there were the inevitable large 
number of energy drink bottles and

chocolate bar wrappers deposited by 
the many cyclists who come this way 
to enjoy our lovely countryside. I am

currently looking for the one regular 
with a slightly different taste who 
picnics on tins of mackerel fillets, 
crisps, a chocolate Swiss roll and a can 
of diet coke! Oh, and we found 
Cinderella’s slipper too! 

Boyton litter pick
On the 5th March an intrepid bunch of volunteers, armed with pick sticks and
plastic bags, waged war on Boyton’s roadside litter. Despite the slightly damp
and blustery weather, our 8 volunteers collected a good 10 sacks of rubbish,
along with a variety of larger discarded items, including a pair of boots and
(easily our strangest find of the day) and a framed, hand-stitched tapestry.
A big thank you to all of our volunteers, including those who spent time scour-
ing the verges and bushes before and after the official pick. We couldn’t keep 
Boyton looking beautiful without you! 
 
Jess Richardson

Happy pickers with some of the rubbish, photo by Ali Crawford

Some of the rubbish collected in Butley

Text and photo by Jean Dean
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K i d z  Kupb o a r d
Unit 8 RendleshamMews

We sell ‘New and Nearly New’baby and
children’s clothes, equipment and toys.
**********************************

Tel: 01394 421190

Come and take a look:
Tue to Fri 10am-3pm 
Saturday 10am-1pm

www.kidzkupboard.co.uk 

Woodbridge  IP12 2SZ
Rendlesham 

We can sell your unwanted
items on a commission

basis.

Robin Smith
Electrician

Part P
also light plumbing
No job too small

Home   01394 411879
Mobile 07748 378958

Peninsula Dog Grooming 
in Hollesley

Stress Free One 2 One Service
Bathing, trimming, clipping, nails.
Evening and weekend appointments

Local pickup  & Collection
Lori Sage 01394 411057 07887693278

www. peninsuladogs.co.uk

Clean sweepClean sweep
All types of chimneys All types of chimneys 
unblocked , either nestunblocked , either nest--
ing or soot and muck ing or soot and muck 
removal with no mess.removal with no mess.

Free quote or friendly adviceFree quote or friendly advice
call Mark 07594479916call Mark 07594479916
Professional Domestic Chimney SweepProfessional Domestic Chimney Sweep

covered by Public Liability Insurancecovered by Public Liability Insurance

Monday Music 
11 April 8.30 - 11.00

at the Sorrel Horse Shottisham

Folk with the

Ross Burkit Trio

www.thesorrelhorse-shottisham.co.uk

Monday Music 
25 April 8.30 - 11.00

Jazz with

Chasing Storms
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Textile workshop - Richmond Hill

For two days at the beginning of March, Sue Taylor hosted a textile workshop at
Richmond Hill B&B in Rectory Road, Hollesley. It was run in conjunction with
textile artist and tutor, Alex Waylett; Sue provided the accommodation and
food. The aim of the workshop was to design and make a pebble clutch bag in a 
variety of colours and textiles, using free-motion machine embroidery. 

The choice of colours and materials to make the cushioned layered fabric was
completed on day one and the fully-lined clutch bag was assembled on day two.
Not only were new skills  taught and acquired but also a lively team spirit was
engendered within the group over the two day period.

It is hoped to run another
similarly themed 1 or 2 day
workshop in the Summer
2016 - watch out for 
further details! There may
also be the possibility of a
2/3 day workshop in 2017.

If you would like to see 
further samples of Alex’s
artwork, much of which is
inspired by the coast, visit
her website and gallery:
alexandrawaylett.com 
or email: 
alex.waylett@btinternet.com

Any further information
about this course or 
forthcoming events at 
Richmond Hill may be made
by contacting Sue Taylor on
01394 411758.

Cheryl Gray

A
le

x
 W

a
y
le

tt
Boyton Beachwatch

Keith Lilley is leading 
another  beach clear up on 

Boyton Marshes
on Saturday 2nd April.

Meet at 2pm at  

Boyton village sign 

For info call 411409
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Alex Wilford
Tree Contracting

NPTC Qualified 
Public Liability Insured
All aspects of tree surgery

01394 421269
07831 865205
alex.wilford@live.co.uk

BUILDERS & CONTRACTORS

GW SMITH (Alderton) Ltd

New Builds, Extensions, 
Refurbishments, Cartlodges

Period Property renovation,
House and garden

maintenance

Established for over 50 years

FREE ESTIMATE & ADVICE
01394 411314

gwsmithalderton@btinternet.com
14 The Street, Bawdsey, 

IP12 3AJ

www.gwsmithbuilders.com

ALL TRADES COVERED INCLUDING
Design & Planning Service, Brickwork, 

Carpentry, Decorating, Electrics,
Plumbing and heating

All Saints’ 
Hollesley
200 club 
fabric fund

There is always work to do to
maintain the building.
Please support your local 
church to raise funds and your 
name will go into the monthly 
draw (1st prize of £70 each 
month)

For more details:Pick up a 
form in church or ring
01394 411376 
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Changes to the Safer Neighbourhood Service

Firstly,  as from 4th April the mobile police station will no
longer be visiting villages on a time-table basis. With lim-
ited resources and more importantly, our change of roles
on the SN team, it is not possible to continue this service.
The mobile station will still be used but it will be on a very
ad-hoc basis and may not be just for visiting residential
areas. It could now be used for visiting Industrial Estates
and other locations where our new roles take us.

Secondly, I want to also take this opportunity  to let you know that Police 
officers and PCSO’s will no longer be “owning” villages as we will be dealing
more with specific areas of business. Therefore some of the issues that people
e-mail about will now need to be phoned in on the 101 number - such as
speeding vehicles in the early hours.

Thirdly, Woodbridge Police station will no longer be open to members of the
public.  The stations that remain open to the public are Ipswich, Bury St.
Edmunds and Lowestoft and the opening hours are Monday to Friday 9-5pm
and Saturday 10am-6pm. Please also note that Response Teams will be on duty
24/7, 7 days a week and will deal with emergency calls. If the matter is of a
less urgent nature you can dial 101 to ask for advice or to report a problem. 

Please be reminded there is also the Suffolk Constabulary website for further
information and guidance.  

We will no longer be accepting lost property at Woodbridge Police Station and
members of the public can report car accidents etc on-line.

PC Marie Smith

Have you heard about the Lion’s Club promotion of Message
in a Bottle? This is a simple way to ensure that medical 
details such as allergies, medication and long-term health
condition details are readily accessible by paramedics in the
event of an emergency. It’s a simple idea, but potentially a
lifesaver which allows paramedics to treat patients appropri-
ately with the minimum of delay. Bottles are free. 

If you or someone you know might benefit from this
scheme, or wish to know more,  call 0845 8332820.

Peter See
Lions' Club of Woodbridge and District

Message in a Bottle that saves lives
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Hollesley Parish Council

Annual Parish Meeting
The Annual Parish Meeting of Hollesley residents will
take place on Thursday 28th April, 7.30pm in the Village
Hall. Although this meeting is organised by the Parish
Council it is NOT a Parish Council meeting. It is YOUR
Meeting and your opportunity to hear of the good work
being done by village organisations and the chance to
put forward ideas that either the Parish Council or other
organisations might take forward. The meeting will be
followed by light refreshments and we also hope to have
a guest speaker. No need to book, just turn up on the
evening; we look forward to seeing you.

The Queen’s 90th Birthday
Hollesley Village will be celebrating the Queen’s 90th birthday on Saturday 11th
and Sunday 12th June, like most other villages. The plans are still to be final-
ised and more details will be available in the May and June issues of Village
Voices but suffice to say the event will include a cake, dressing up for the 
children, fun and games. There are also other events planned at the Church
and Shepherd and Dog. If you are interested in helping a small committee or-
ganise things please contact Helen Lewis on 411232.

Beating the Bounds
The ancient tradition of ‘Beating the Bounds’ will take place on Sunday 24th
April. If you are interested in walking the boundary of the village and showing
the border to younger walkers please meet at the Village Hall at 2.00pm. You
should wear suitable clothing and footwear and bring both water and a snack to
keep up your energy levels. 

What can the Parish Council help with?
Is there a blocked drain in your lane? Is there a wonky sign in your road? Has
that streetlight been “out for months”? The Parish Council don’t claim to be able
to solve all your problems but we will do our very best to help out where we
can. We have numerous links in to different organisations but we can’t help if
we don’t know about the problem. So, don’t just moan about the problem, do
something positive and report it. You can contact the Parish Council through the
Clerk (details below), any time before 7.00pm in the evening.

Update on the Bluebell Footpath
The Parish Council are under the impression a decision on the validity of the
Bluebell Wood path will be made by the SCC Rights of Way Committee in June;
we will keep you informed. 

Judi Hallett, 
Clerk to Hollesley Parish Council 
hollesleyparishclerk@gmail.com
01394 411405 / 07739 411927
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Belfry news
March began with Hollesley ringers unexpectedly hosting the March meeting of
SE Suffolk ringers following a double booking, so we agreed to hold it here.
This was afternoon ringing followed by a short service, tea, a business meeting
and finally more ringing until 8.30. For the first time in over three years, there
was a peal attempt by a visiting band at All Saints on Saturday 12th and was a
great opportunity to listen to some excellent striking.
As is customary, there was no ringing during Holy Week, so we had to suffer
withdrawal symptoms until Easter Day when they sounded so much better (to
our ears, anyway!).

April begins with the Suffolk Guild of Ringers AGM on the 2nd at Hadleigh. Vari-
ous offices will become vacant and we look forward to hearing who is elected.
No-one from Hollesley this year, I think.

Is bellringing a sport?
This has been in the press recently:if ringing could get recognition from Sport
England or some other body, then it would open the way for funding. (It’s al-
ways money). Well it is certainly an energetic pastime, and good upper body
exercise. It is a social and team activity, open to all ages, backgrounds and all
religions or
none. New re-
cruits benefit
from a training
programme,
and are encour-
aged to reach
their full poten-
tial, by gaining
experience by
visiting other
towers, mixing
with other
ringers and
bringing that
expertise back
to the local
band. There is
some friendly competition in our striking contests, but we don’t have leagues
and championships (only at the dizzy heights of 12-bell ringing is there a series
of knock-out stages, culminating in a national final.) We don’t have to wear
special clothing or purchase special kit, but we do make voluntary contributions
towards maintenance, and ropes. We are all members of the Suffolk Guild and
pay an annual subscription of £15, half of which goes towards a restoration
fund providing grants towards major repairs and augmentations throughout
Suffolk.
I think ringing is not a sport although it is sometimes referred to as The Exer-
cise, but it certainly is an art and a hobby that everyone can enjoy. Why not
have a go; you may surprise yourself!
Peter Harper

Athletes in training! by Peter  Harper
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RICHMOND HILL BED AND BREAKFAST
and

RICHMOND HOO HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION

Rectory Rd
Hollesley

IP12 3JS

twin/superking rooms•
spacious en-suite shower rooms•
TV with built in DVD•

Ample off-road parking Tea and coffee making facilities Wifi 

accessible for disabled•
sleeps 4•
pets welcome•

Richmond Hill B&B Richmond Hoo Accommodation

**Contact: 01394 411758   07749 029951  richmondhill@hotmail.co.uk

Boyton Parish Council
The Annual Parish Meeting will take place on Wednesday 13th April at
the Church (village) hall at 7 pm. This meeting is not a regular parish
council meeting but an open meeting for the whole village. It is an op-
portunity for residents to discuss village affairs, for an open question
and answer session with coucnillors and each other and where the
council annual reports are presented. Tea, coffee and snacks are avail-
able.
Any questions ahead of time? Contact our clerk, Gerry Bathe:boy-
tonpc@gmail.com

We look forward to seeing you there:

Design-on-a-sports-bottle competition
Calling all primary school children in 

Boyton, Capel, Hollesley and Shingle Street!
You may have heard that the Queen will be 90 years old in June. To mark this 
birthday, the Village Voices team would like to present each of you with a 
decorated sports bottle! We would like you to submit a picture/logo in red and 
blue on a white background or blue and white on a red background or red and 
white on a blue background. Your design (picture and/or words) should fit 
onto a square piece of paper 90x95mm. Remember you can only use two

colours on your choice of coloured paper!

The Village Voices team will select the winning entry
which will be printed on each bottle. Please choose to
paint/colour something which will be suitable for this
special occasion and attach your name and phone
number (please do not write it on the back of the
paper as it will show through on your design.) 

If you go to Hollesley Primary school your designs will 
be collected there.  If not, please take your design to 
Hollesley Post office, by Monday 16th May.

Happy designing and good luck! 
Village Voices teamThe Queen, 

Wikimedia Commons
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In Praise of Brambles
Nature is so uncom-
fortable complained
Oscar Wilde, it’s damp
and full of dreadful
black insects. That
expression of urban
distaste seems in-
creasingly to be on the
increase with regard
to the care of
our rural environment.
Brambles are a case in
point. They can grow
rampantly sending out 
writhing suckers that 
start new rootlets 
wherever they touch
the ground. They form dense thickets and impenetrable barriers.  They have 
fierce thorns that can prick, scratch and tear. They can trip you up and block 
your way. It’s easy to think of them as invaders to be repelled, and to regard 
them as an enemy to be eradicated where possible. Hence some of the large-
scale clearances of bramble patches I’ve been distressed to see this winter.  

But brambles are a wonderfully rich resource.  They provide shelter and food for
a great variety of wild life.  Butterflies like red admirals, commas and peacocks
all nectar on their whitish flowers, along with bees and a host of other insects.
Several rarer butterflies also lay their eggs on those well-protected bramble
leaves that their caterpillar larvae will later feed on: holly blues, green hair-
streaks and grizzled skippers.  As do a huge range of moths, which rejoice in
such delightful names as garden tiger, buff ermine, marbled carpet, scalloped
oak and Hebrew character.  How could you deny a square meal to any of those?
The juicy blackberry fruits – which are not true fruits, in fact, but are made up
of those little black segments, technically drupelets – sustain lots of birds from
August into the autumn, especially warblers and other migrants that need to fat-
ten up for the long journeys ahead of them.  Small mammals use the bushes as
safe refuges and corridors.  

They have long been a resource for humans, too. The body of a Neolithic man
(from maybe 5,000 years ago) was unearthed in 1911 at Walton-on-the-Naze 
in Essex and the contents of his stomach revealed that his last meal had 
consisted of blackberries.  We still go blackberrying today. The blackberry also 
has great medicinal properties.  Hippocrates treated gout and other maladies 
with concoctions from blackberry leaves, while the medieval herbalists 
recommended them for soothing burns and swellings.  And we now know that 
blackberries are a great source of vitamin C. So, spare that bramble and let a 
little wildness into your life!

Jeremy Mynott
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Telephone: Alderton 01394 411641 & Orford 01394 450315
www. the peninsulapractice.co.uk

DAY ALDERTON ORFORD HOLLESLEY

Monday 8.00am to 2.30pm 8.00am to 6.30pm 1.30pm to 5.30pm

Tuesday 8.00am to 2.30pm 2.00pm to 6.30pm

Wednesday 8.00am to 6.30pm 8.00am to 1.00pm

Thursday 8.00am to 6.30pm 8.00am to 1.00pm

Friday 8.00am to 6.30pm 8.00am to 1.00pm

April Newsletter
Patient Participation Group

We are looking for more members of our group especially from the Alderton
area. We would also like to have a cross section of our patient base so we need

more working age patients in the group. If you are interested in joining the
PPG please apply via our website or contact Reception for an application form. 

Surgery Closures
GP Training Closure -Thursday 13th April 13.30-18.30

Have you called for an ambulance recently?
Share your 999 story with Healthwatch Suffolk.
Healthwatch Suffolk is working with Local
Healthwatch across the East of England to find
out what people think of local ambulance 
services. It is always interested to hear of your 
experiences but is seeking views now because
it wants to inform an upcoming Care Quality
Commission (CQC) inspection of the East of
England Ambulance service.

The Care Quality Commission monitors regulate services to make sure they
meet fundamental standards of quality and safety. It has a legal duty to listen
to the things Local Healthwatch say about services. As your local watchdog on
health and social care services, Healthwatch Suffolk is best placed to inform
the work of the CQC with the experiences of local people in Suffolk.

Whether you had a good or a bad experience, it is easy to share your story.
Simply visit the Healthwatch Suffolk website (www.healthwatchsuffolk.co.uk)
where you can search for the service and leave a review, call 01449 703949 or
email info@healthwatchsuffolk.co.uk.

Please note when a surgery is closed during the day, your call will be 
automatically transferred to the other site without the need to re-dial.
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Hollesley Village Hall 
Bookings

Jo and Ben Harding 412119/07904363101

Boyton Village Hall 
Bookings

Wendy Jesty 410055

Hollesley Primary School Lynne Wright (Head) 411616

Hollesley Pre-school Matt Vinson 410492

Hollesley W.I. Jane Collier 410104

Hollesley Bay Day Club Alan Martin 420092

Mothers’ Union Pat Fleetwood 410409

Welcome Club Marian Collins 411262

1st Sutton Brownies Sonja Patterson 420576

Hollesley Badminton Club Chris Andrews 411126

Hollesley Bowls Club Roy Winchester 411564

Hollesley Gardening Club Sylvia Wade 411526

Hollesley Players (Drama) Becks Hudson 410352

Indoor Bowls Nigel Smith 411549

Judo Club Julie Jolliffe 410483

Junior Soccer Keith Banthorp 01473 737474

Sutton Heath football club Eve Wells 07867698693

Hollesley Parish Council Jane Daly (Chair) 411226

Judi Hallett (Clerk) 411405

Boyton Parish Council John Carpmael (Chair) 411717

Gerry Bathe (Clerk) 411376

County Councillor Andrew Reid 07545 423799

District Councillor (Deben) Christine Block 411660

District Councillor (O&E) Ray Herring 01728 746337

Police Community Support Amy Giddins 101

Hollesley Commons Nick Mason 411150

Community Car Service Colin Beecroft 411794

Suffolk Link Bus 0845 604 1802

Mary Warner Homes Julie Scott 411234 or 07501494516

Boyton Community Group Andy Cassy (Chair) 411720

Hollesley Community Garden Sue Taylor 411758

Power cut UK power network 0800 783 8838

Hollesley Bay Prison 412400

local contacts
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We service and repair all makes &
models of petrol and diesel cars,

4x4’s & light commercials.

Collection by appointment

Bring your car here 
for its MOT

richard@coltecracing.com
selena@coltecracing.com

0 1 3 9 4  4 1 0 2 8 4

T h e  G a r a g e ,  T h e  S t r e e t , H o l l e s l e y

VEHICLE & ENGINEERING SERVICESVEHICLE & ENGINEERING SERVICES
FULL MACHINE SHOPFULL MACHINE SHOP

Logs, coal and salt available
Air-conditioning regas
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