Local Contacts
Hollesley Village Hall Bookings

Christine Gillespie

411562

Boyton Village Hall Bookings

Val Murray

410117

Hollesley School

Lynne Wright (Headteacher)

411616

Welcome Club

Marion Collins

411262

Hollesley Womens Institute

Joan Croome

411348

Mothers Union

Pat Fleetwood

410409

Hollesley Players

Sharon Culley

01728 688446

Whist Drives

Jill Cocksedge

411108

Hollesley Bowls Club

Roy Winchester

411564

Indoor Bowls

Nigel Smith

411549

Phantom Archers

Robin & Karrie Langdon

412114

Youth Club

Diane Coates

411091

Hollesley Badminton Club

Chris Andrews

411126

Junior Soccer

Dave Ward

411651

Judo Club

Julie Jollife

410483

1st Sutton Brownies

Sonja Patterson

420576

Hollesley Playgroup

Amanda Johnson

Hollesley Parent and Toddler

Kerry Simoes

411603

Dawn Lusher

412009

07947 887497

Marine Life Rescue

Head Office

Hollesley Parish Council

Dennis Driver (Chairman)

411707

Noelle Gore (Clerk)

411032

Keith Lilley (Chairman)

411409

Alan Hall (Clerk)

411432

District Councillor

Rhona Sturrock

411082

County Councillor

Rosie Clarke

412178

Boyton Parish Council

Thames Coastguard

01255 673228

Community Police Officer

PC Andy Warne

Hollesley Commons

Nick Mason

Community Car Service

Janet Gardiner
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Helen Macleod

From the Editor

Climb inside the model of a 1944 bomber at the play area in Rendlesham Forest
Dear friends
August is the time to explore our lovely area, whether Shingle Street and the coast, as
shown on our front cover, or the new play and adventure area for 3 – 13’s at Tangham in
Rendlesham Forest. Follow the UFO cycle trails for all ages or enjoy a walk with your
dog. It’s all on our doorstep and FREE to enjoy in these challenging times.
Don’t miss the chance to see the 7 new foals at the Suffolk Punch Open Day on 2nd
August. Following Hollesley’s very successful fete, we can look forward to the one at
Boyton on 29th August. Let’s hope for good weather to make the most of the holidays.
Helen Macleod
(Editor)

Cover photo: Coastguard Cottages and poppies
(Helen Macleod)

IN THIS AUGUST ISSUE
Goodbye Hollesley School
Boyton School
Understanding the buses
Your letters
Past Times
www.villagevoices.org.uk
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Editor Helen Macleod, Colyton,
The Street, Hollesley, IP12 3QU
Tel: 411232
editor@villagevoices.org.uk
Advertising Mike Adams Tel: 411422
mja@sandlings.co.uk
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Helen MacLeod

Goodbye Hollesley School!

Going to perform at The Wolsey in Ipswich
For the last two years we have given
children the role of School Reporters with
the responsibility to produce reports on
school events throughout the year, some of
which provide our contribution to Village
Voices. It is seen by the school as an
excellent opportunity for them to write for
a real purpose and a varied audience.
Natalie and Sarah have put together their
last School Report for Hollesley School
and they have looked back at the range of
activities in which they have been involved
over the years. In their opening paragraph
they sound quite elderly, don’t they?
‘I can’t believe my time at Hollesley has
come to an end. It seems like yesterday
was my first day. There have been some
ups and downs (S.A.T.s were the downs!)
but mostly ups and I love the way I know
all the other people in the school! We all
get along so well. You don’t find that in
many other schools. Also the teachers and
teaching assistants are all so friendly and
you can always have a laugh.’
Their obvious pride in their school shines
through, the memories come flooding back
August 2009 page 4

and even the work sounds like it was real
fun:
‘We did loads of great projects with Mrs
Yates. She always managed to get science,
maths, literacy and art into her projects.’
‘I will miss all the jokes and laughs here
like the time Mr Dee tricked us and said
haggis was an animal!’
In the week before writing this report the
girls had played in a pyramid rounders
tournament, performed in Youth Perform at
the new Wolsey Theatre, participated in a
trumpet performance at the Maverick
Festival, led teams during our sports
morning and spent a whole day in Ipswich
as part of the Dance East and East Suffolk
Morris Men festival.
Visits during the year to see the Tide Mill,
the Woodbridge Museum and Town Hall,
and the fantastic experience of going to see
Swan Lake at the Royal Opera House!
These are trips they will not readily forget
but it is those closer to home that they
recall specifically:
‘In year 5/6 we have probably done more
than in all my other primary school years
www.villagevoices.org.uk

put together; like going to the Welcome
Club and the Summer Fete to dance and
play trumpets’.
But, of course the big move is imminent:
‘Though I’m also looking forward to the
bigger trips to France and Germany at
Farlingaye.’
Note that they are not nervous about their
change of school and they have had many
opportunities to visit and to meet with staff
from Farlingaye to ease any concerns they
may have had.
‘I could keep writing a list for years of
what I will miss. Though I picked up so
many memories at Hollesley that will stay

with me forever. One of the many good bits
was that it is the best school in the world!
Ok, I can’t prove that, but I will not have
spent my time at any other school and
have enjoyed every minute!
‘Bye Hollesley!’
Katrina, this year’s School Photographer,
will also be leaving us to move on to
Farlingaye, and her last photo is of the new
safe outside play area and awning in the
EarlyYears’ part of the school. We wish all
of our year 6 children success in the future.
Here at Hollesley we have Georgia
Donaldson, Samuel Parkinson and Jack
Thompson waiting to take over as School
Reporters and School Photographer – but
more from them next month.

Well done, our young reporters at Hollesley School. We wish the staff, children and their
families happy holidays during August. Good luck to those of you who move on to
Farlingaye next term! (The team at Village Voices)

www.villagevoices.org.uk
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Helen MacLeod

From David Murdock

Hollesley Church
At the time of writing I am about to attend
the national conference on the subjects of
Sacred places and Sacred people in
Newcastle and to include visits to Durham
Cathedral, a building whose magnificence
caused me to catch my breath, and Bede’s
world at Jarrow, where I look forward to
discovering more about this great man. A
friend gave me his ‘History of the English
Church and People’ on leaving school, but
I have only recently got around to reading
it!
Great Cathedrals and places of special
significance such as Iona can speak to us
of the splendour, mystery and beauty of
God: so too can ancient, simple village
churches like the ones in our Team
ministry.
I rejoice that most of our churches in the
Team are left open for villagers and
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tourists alike to visit and to sit and pray
and think in them: they often leave
appreciative comments in the visitors’
books.
In the New Testament the meaning of the
word ‘church’ is not buildings but the
people whom God calls to follow his Son,
Jesus Christ. In one of the Creeds
(statements of belief shared by all the
mainstream Christian denominations) the
Church is described as one, holy, catholic
and apostolic. This word holy, another
word for sacred, sometimes has negative
connotations of false piety and judging
others today. Yet in a recent meeting for
leaders in our Team churches, we were
reminded that it means ‘set-apart’. The
most common word for Christians in the
New Testament is ‘saints’ or ‘set-apart
ones’. The calling of Christians to be the
holy people of God is expressed in two
ways: by being a worshipping community
and by being a distinctive community
whose priorities and lifestyle reflect the
Kingdom of God. We were challenged to
ask ourselves in what ways, if any, we
should expect Christians to be different
from people around them? Of course
Christians are as fallible as anyone else
and God’s forgiveness comes before the
call to holiness. Having been forgiven
though, let us ………..
‘Tell the praise of him who called you
Out of darkness into light,
Broke the fetters that enthralled you,
Gave you freedom, peace and sight.’
We are to do this both in our worship and
in the way we live our daily lives.
Your friend and Rector,
David.
www.villagevoices.org.uk

WEEKDAY SERVICES

Team Rector:
Revd David Murdoch, 01394 450336

Wednesday
12pm Sutton

1st Thursday
3pm Glebe House, Hollesley, Evensong

3rd Thursday
10.30am Glebe House, Holy Communion

4th Friday
2pm Mary Warner Homes, Communion

1st Wednesday
2pm Colyton, Hollesley, Prayer Group

Day
2nd August

Boyton
11.00
All Age
Service.

P.F

Hollesley Churchwardens:
Fred Stentiford, 01394 411469
Pat Shannon, 01394 411214
Boyton Churchwardens:
Malcolm Fleetwood, 01394 410409
Isobel Lilley, 01394 411409
Tower Captain:
Alan McBurnie, 01394 411517
Organist:
Giles Bradley, 01394 411124

Hollesley
9.30
D.L.
Communion
9.30
D.L.
Communion

th

9 August

16th August

Church Contacts

11.00
J.R.
Communion

9.30
L.C.
All Age
Service
9.30
D.M.
Communion

Other Places
9.30 Alderton, Bromeswell
11.00 Sutton
6.30 pm Bawdsey Shottisham
9.30 Bromeswell
11.00 Bawdsey, Ramsholt,
Shottisham
6.30 pm Sutton
9.30 Bromeswell
11.00 Alderton, Sutton

9.30 Shottisham
11.00 Bawdsey, Bromeswell
Ramsholt
10.00 Holy Communion Hollesley and Shottisham Clusters
th
30 August
Rev J Andrews
Ministers:
D.L. Canon David Lowe J.A. Rev Judith Andrews J.R. Rev J Rapley
D.M. Rev David Murdoch
L.C. Reader Lydia Calvesbert
P.F. Elder Pat Fleetwood
23rd August

September 5th 7.30pm at Hollesley Church
Nick Parry, cello and John Stafford, piano
First in a series of concerts including all Beethoven’s cello sonatas
Both well-known performers live in Hollesley and are delighted to dedicate the event to
the Church and Tower Appeal.
Tickets, including wine and nibbles £8 in advance (£10 on the night)
Available from 411689, 411214, and 411469
Go to http://tinyurl.com/hollesley for more details and a programme when available.
www.villagevoices.org.uk
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1.00pm
th
Sat 29 Aug.
BOYTON VILLAGE HALL
.

GRAND DRAW AT 4.00pm
In Aid of Church & Village Hall
www.villagevoices.org.uk

August 2009 page 9

Boyton School 1867 - 1938
The majority of Boyton village and surrounding area was influenced by the Warner
family and Mary Warner, a spinster, the last of the family left behind in 1744, formed the
Mary Warner Charity Trust. Besides the Almshouses and farms the charity built a school
in 1867 for the children of Boyton. The school was staffed and funded by the East
Suffolk Education Committee after its formation in the 1870’s but the land and building
remained the property of the Mary Warner Charity. In 1881 the population of Boyton was
274 with about 78 residences – over 100% more than the present population.
In 1917 the teachers were Miss Florence Lewis assisted by Miss Wolton and in that year

Miss Florence Lewis, Headmistress, with some of the children
the school pupils gave a concert in the barn
at the Rectory which was used as the
village hall. The 5 – 8 year olds enacted
‘Dick Whittington and His Cat’ and the
older pupils, 9 – 11 a scene from ‘The
Merchant of Venice’.
Miss Wolton left Boyton that year to take
up a post at Clopton School. Miss Lillian
Bowker joined Miss Lewis at Boyton
residing at Pin Mill Cottage above the
school, They were later joined by Miss
Green who lived in the School House. In
the area we still have people who attended
Boyton School up to 11, then moving on to
Hollesley School until 14 _. The school at
its busiest stage had about thirty pupils.
One pupil who attended school here did so
when she was on holiday in Boyton and
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she remembers starting the school day
standing in a circle singing ‘Farmer in the
Dell’. Sometimes in the winter the small
bottles of milk were delivered frozen, and
they were put around the fire to thaw!
The children learned the three ‘R’s’ and a
slate was used for writing on for most of
the time, paper being used only in the later
years. The multiplication tables were
recited aloud by the classes, which has
benefited them throughout their lives.
The girls also learned needlework and
knitting. Outside at the back of the school
the children had flower allotments to
manage.
There were no school lunches in those
days and children had to bring whatever
was available from their homes but the
www.villagevoices.org.uk

school did provide a cup of hot cocoa at
lunch time, especially in the winter, for a
half-penny.
The majority of the children would also
belong to the Sunday School at Boyton
Church, and an annual outing was arranged
between the school and the Sunday school
for the children and parents who could
afford the money and time, at sixpence
each. Christmas each year was celebrated
by the children giving a show in the village
hall in the Rectory garden, culminating in a
party for the children with a Christmas tree
and all the trimmings.
When the children left Boyton school to go
to Hollesley they could be provided with a
bike supplied by the Council which they
could purchase for seven shillings and
sixpence (around 35p). This means little in
relation to people’s wealth today but the
price of the bike was about a week’s wage
for parents who were often farm workers.
The school remained active until 22nd
December 1938 when it closed and the
pupils were transferred to Hollesley
School.
In 1941, during the Second World War, the
school building and grounds were

requisitioned by the army and were not
released until 1944. The school was then
sold by auction in Woodbridge. The School
House is now a smallholding farm. In the
following year one of the trustees
investigated the recovery of the proceeds
from the sale and attempted to get them
placed in the Charity General fund. This
was not allowed as it had to remain as a
separate foundation. It appears that interest
in this fund was lost and the money held
by the Charity Commissioners was left for
over 40 years to quietly accumulate.
Now from the few hundred pounds invested
in 1944 the fund totals over £20,000. The
present trustees would like this fund be
used by the young people of Boyton and
adjoining villages to benefit their
education.
To apply for a grant write to: J M
Margarson, Clerk to the Trustees, Cross,
Ram & Co, 8 The Thoroughfare,
Halesworth, Suffolk, IP19 8AJ.
Malcolm Fleetwood

Boyton School
www.villagevoices.org.uk
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Elegy written on a country bus
A Eulogy for the no 72 bus!
My love affair with country buses has been
going on for years now. I'm hooked on
them, so don't expect me to be in any way
objective! They are higher than cars or
bikes so you get this wonderful view of our
immense skies and beautiful countryside
and, of course, you have the time to enjoy
it. I watch the seasons changing, and the
weather; the arrival of calves, lambs and
foals, the pheasants escorting their young
across the lanes (the buses always stop for
them) the deer scudding away into the
forests, the rabbits chasing around the fields
and a pair of harriers working the farmer's
bumble bee preserve.
Then there is the camaraderie of the bus
stop, the collective moan, the bit of gossip,
the glimpse of other lives often very
different from my own, the chance to hear
what people think and the usually cheerful
bantering of the driver, coupled with a good
few tall stories. And the credit for being
environmentally friendly and reducing my
carbon footprint to a minimum - or I would
be if I were not so often the only person on
the bus, which is burning all that petrol just
for me!
That's the catch, isn't it - the fact that
country buses so often run nearly empty.
They are so important to the few, the nondrivers, the car-less, the elderly, but how
long is it since you, reader, last went on the
bus? How many of the children in our
primary schools know what it is to meet
their classmates on the bus? Those buses
that represent independence, choice and
variety to some of us are probably just a
nuisance in the lanes to the majority.
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The buses were punctual and reliable.
You'd catch the bus for one stop if it were
free, or hop on to avoid a sudden shower.
And those buses would always stop
anywhere for you, even if it wasn't a busstop. And just think what an educational
asset – teachers able to put a class on the
bus to see and count the Martello Towers –
what a history lesson! Or nature study
across the common, perhaps with Nick
Mason as 'Guest Teacher' talking on the
bus, or the Coastguard chatting about his
work and why the Coastguard Cottages
were built where they are; the farmer
describing his crops; the story of Bawdsey
Manor, the tale of our Peninsula as
described by the names of the pubs, past
and present. The possibilities are
enormous! The bus as an educational tool,
the teachers' aid and a tourist attraction as
well perhaps. Unique, like our Sandlings!
It was not to be. My pipe dream has faded,
the 72 belongs to the past, as extinct as the
dodo! Probably Suffolk's County
Councillors have always been too busy to
travel by bus and have never understood
their needs or visualised the potential of
those trundling, old-fashioned vehicles.
After all we almost allowed our wonderful
Suffolk Punches to disappear.
Today I travelled to Woodbridge with
Suffolk Links: new, clean, punctual, driven
by friendly, helpful, courteous Steve. I've
carefully planned and booked another trip
for Friday. But tonight I am mourning that
old friend - the number 72 bus.
Sarah Margittai
www.villagevoices.org.uk

New DRT bus
On Tuesday 30th June local villagers filled
Hollesley Village Hall to capacity to learn
more about the new service starting on 6th
July. Rosie Clarke, our County Councillor
ably chaired the meeting which was at
times noisy and unruly. Objections were
strongly voiced at the plan to discontinue
the regular service 72 and 72A from
Bawdsey to Hollesley.
Representatives from the County Council
said that ours is a difficult area to service
with a scattered population.
The 71 bus from Orford is fairly well used
and the service has been improved.
The 72 and 72A Bawdsey to Hollesley
buses were running with just 4 or 5
passengers and have been discontinued.
The new 11 seater bus is fully equipped to
take disabled passengers with a Zimmer or
wheelchair or anyone who cannot negotiate
steps. Some of us had a look inside the bus
following the meeting and watched Stephen
Burroughs, Chairman of Suffolk Coastal
Council using the lift at the back of the bus
with his Zimmer.
Anyone can use the bus between 7am and
7pm Monday to Saturday. Ordinary fares
apply and Concessionary passes can be
used.
www.villagevoices.org.uk

The system is much more flexible than
before. This is how it works. Up to a week
before you wish to travel phone the service
on 0845 604 1802 Speak to Sadie and tell
her when and where you want to go within
an area from Bawdsey Quay to Orford,
Sudbourne, Woodbridge, Sutton Hoo and
Sutton village. You will be picked up at an
agreed location, at or not far from your
home. Priority will be given to people going
to work, or to connect with ongoing buses
or trains. For shopping or visiting friends
you may have to be more flexible. You can
arrange to be picked up for the return
journey. Most of us have received a leaflet
showing a map of the area covered and
explaining everything in more detail than
space allows here.

Photo supplied

Photo supplied

Understanding the new Bus Service

Chairman of Suffolk Coastal Council
using the lift
Many questions were raised, especially
about the difficulty of tying in doctors’
appointments with the bus. We were
reassured that the new system will be
closely monitored and changes made where
necessary.
We were all encouraged to try it out and
wait and see! (Editor)
August 2009 page 13

August 2009 page 14

www.villagevoices.org.uk

Bawdsey Radar August 2009

The Ops room

Orwell Walk

The Transmitter Block, which
includes the Magic Ear
Exhibition, will be open in
August on Sunday 30th and
Monday 31st from 12.30pm to
4.30pm with the last entry at
4.00pm. The entrance fee is
£3 for adults and children are
admitted free.
The final Public Opening for
2009 is on Saturday 12th
September. Please check the
website
www.bawdseyradar.org.uk for
updated information or email
info@bawdseyradar.org.uk .

Grand Auction Sale
In aid of

A very big THANK YOU to everyone
who supported us with their
sponsorship on the Orwell Walk in
June.
Despite the very warm day we had a
most enjoyable time walking along the
shoreline at Nacton and Trimley and
walked 18 miles in 6 hours. We met
lots of people and it was wonderful to
see so many people of all ages walking
for lots of different charities.

All Saints Ramsholt
Alderton Village Hall
Saturday 19th September
We are now taking in items for auction

Please contact Pat Brunt 411220 or
Sue Lowther-Pinkerton 411310
Viewing Saturday 19th September
until start of auction at 2pm.

With the help of Village Voices our
sponsorship was almost doubled and
we have £200 to send to the local
RSPCA Centre at Martlesham.
Thank you again to everyone who
supported us with best wishes
Lucy and James Butler

www.villagevoices.org.uk
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Best fete ever!
Hollesley fete made a record £3373
after all expenses. It will now go to
local village projects such as the
Church, Youth Group, Hollesley
School, Pre-school, Suffolk Punch
Trust, the Welcome Club, the Bell
Tower, Hollesley Village Hall, Riding
for the Disabled and an Exmoor Pony
to go on the Heath..

Helen Macload

Thanks for a great effort by many
people to achieve this magnificent
total. Thanks also to you all for giving
the fete such great support, and for the
stalls from the Pre-school and Youth
Group, Village Hall and Bell Tower,
Hollesley School Trumpets, Country
Dancing and Dog Show.
It really was a village fete and well
supported by the people of Hollesley.
See you all next year!
Making friends at the fete

Stewart Austerfield

Fete prizewinners

1. £100.00 Myrtle Gilligan 2. Shepherd and Dog meal, Bishop family. 3. £50.00 clothing
voucher, D J Roberts. 4. Champagne, Mervyn Butcher. 5. Scotch Whisky, Ian. 6.
Champagne Mervyn Butcher. 7. Ufford Park Family pass, Sam Mann. 8. £30.00 Quality
Clean Voucher, Selina Coles. 9. Liquidiser, Sue Gilligan. 10. Reflexology, Beryl Bull. 11.
Reflexology Jenny Shand. 12. Cointreau, Chris Adam. 13. Red Rose Chain Tickets,
Anderson. 14. Hamper, Bennett. 15. Riverside Theatre Tickets, Ann Horne. 16. Planter,
Roz Dean. 17. The Natural Dye Studio, Eileen Andrews. 18. Walking stick, Jean Smith.
19. Brandeston Gold Suffolk Ale, Hardidge.

Other Draws

Fruit, John Parry, Wheelbarrow, Plum. ITFC signed football, Ben
For a list of all the generous sponsors and lots more colour pictures from the fete,
log on to www.villagevoices.org.uk
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Thank you to all the local businesses and business men and women who
contributed to the success of the fete. In spite of the recession, we had a record
30 contributors.
Peter Scopes • Richard Pipe Engineering • Cathy McRorie − Mac’s Cleaning •
Mike Vester − Atlantic Rigging • The Hon. Mrs Jo Bradbury • Cyril Stammers
• Ted Dewing • Andy & Sue Stebbens − Run Cottage • Sue Stagg Reflexology
• Robin Smith Electrical • David Friend Heating • John − Finlay Motors •
Shepherd & Dog • Post Office Stores • Riverside Theatre/Cinema • Red Rose
Chain • Nelson Potter Wood Products • Natural Dye Studio • The Sandlings
Centre • David Shepherd − TopMan/Arcadia Group • Tom Harrison −
Pringle • Steve Beney • Bridget & Neil Farrer − Puffa Clothing • John − Earl
Soham Brewery • Jean − Wilkinsons Rosettes • Salters Pet Nutrition • James
Leggett − Mortier Fams • The Glebe • Ufford Park Hotel • Joe Baker.

Welcome to Hollesleywood
On the afternoon of Sunday 12th July,
proprietors Chris and Carol Clement opened Hollesley Post Office and
Stores to the Mutt and Jeff film production company.

Photo Supplied

Chris Clement says that the deaf-led
company needed a ‘typical village
shop’ for use as a location in a forthcoming film and when they asked him
if they could use Hollesley shop, he
was happy to oblige.

The sound recordist at work during filming

Chris’ shocking discovery
On Tuesday 14th July Chris Clement
made a shocking discovery when he
arrived at Hollesley shop at 6.30am to
discover a live power line had fallen
www.villagevoices.org.uk

The film crew have also been working
‘on location’ at Boyton and Shingle
Street, and we hope to have more information on this in next month’s Village
Voices.

down and was dangling just a meter
above the ground in The Street. Chris
cordoned off the area and tried to keep
it safe until the police and EDF energy
arrived on the scene, over an hour later.
August
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Diary—Au
Monday
Bank Holiday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thurs

31

To hav

Bawdsey Radar Open
Day, 12.30-4.30pm

Debbie

email di
Yoga, 7.30pm

3 Welcome Club, 2pm

4 Badminton, 8-10pm

5

Hollesley Bay Gym
Mobile Library

Yoga, 7.30pm

10 Womens Institute

11 Badminton, 8-10pm 12 Hollesley Fete

Meeting, 6pm
Shepherd & D

No Meeting
Copy deadline
September Village
Voices

Yoga, 7.30pm

Hollesley Bay Day
Centre

17 Welcome Club, 2pm 18 Badminton, 8-10pm 19
Mobile Library

Yoga, 7.30pm

24 Hollesley Bay Day

25 Badminton, 8-10pm 26

Centre
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rsday

Friday

Saturday

ve your event listed here,
please contact
e Pipe on 01394 411976
or
diary@villagevoices.org.uk

ete
m
Dog

6 Whist Drive

Sunday

1 Table Tennis, Boyton

2

3-5pm
Suffolk Punch Trust
Open Day 10am-4pm
£5 per car

7

8

9

14

15

16

21

22

23

Boyton Village Hall
7.15pm

13 Whist Drive
Boyton Village Hall
7.15pm

20 Whist Drive
Boyton Village Hall
7.15pm

27 Whist Drive
Boyton Village Hall
7.15pm

28 Boyton Fete
29 Charity Pub Quiz
Shepherd & Dog
1pm, Boyton Village
Hollesley, 8pm
Hall

30

Bawdsey Radar Open
Day, 12.30-4.30pm
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Your Letters – Always good to hear from you
Dear Editor,

Photo Supplied

May we say how much we enjoy reading Village Voices as it brings back many happy
memories of my childhood. My family lived in Hollesley from 1948 until 1965, first
at Boyton Road and then in School Lane. I remember the Coronation very well – as
one of your readers mentioned, all of us didn’t have television then, so those that did
invited us round to watch this great occasion.

Coronation Fancy Dress
I enclose a photo of the Fancy Dress
competition we had that year. I am the
tall girl in the back row. One brother
was Dick Whittington and the other (for
some reason) was a Brownie! Perhaps
some of your readers recognize
themselves. The other photo is of the
Mothers Union when my mother, Mrs
Self is carrying the banner. I am sure
there are folk still living in Hollesley
who will recognize their mums or grans.
Keep up the good work.
Rita (nee Self) and Tony Middleditch
Yoxford
The same photo was also received from
Joan Bingham. Do you remember her
Corner Shop on the right and the cottages
up Fox Hill? (Editor)
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Dear Editor,
During the war the Government covered
up quite a few setbacks and tragedies –
none more than Shingle Street, when
Churchill rushed down the following day
and clamped an embargo on events until
2021. I will probably not be around then
so I had to find out about the bodies – they
had to be ours.
Several years went by until I went to a
naval reunion and met a fellow Matelot
who told me what I wanted to know.
Harwich was an important naval base and
a regular target for German bombers. To
protect our craft from harm when refueling
a pipe line was run out to sea. I do not
know whether there was an accident or
enemy action
www.villagevoices.org.uk

Peter Bingham Long Acres, Hollesley
Dear Editor,
Village Voices has been such a delight
and I certainly would like to renew both
subscriptions. I hope the weather held
for the fete and everyone had a good
time. I am intrigued to read about
Noctilucent clouds! Best wishes to all at
Village Voices.
Marie Robertson Canada
Dear Editor,
It appears over the months that some of us
are getting less and less bandwidth from
BT Broadband. This can be for many

reasons, but it is clear that either there are
increasing levels of noise on the line to the
exchange or BT is ‘throttling’ the
bandwidth somewhere in the network and
diverting resources to more lucrative
markets.
It would be useful for some of us to
compare the speeds that we are each able
to obtain. If you are able to assist, please
run the BT speedtest at
http://www.speedtester.bt.com/ and let me
have the results together with your
approximate distance from the local
exchange (or your address and I can work
the distance out). This will provide
evidence for the variation in line quality
that we are now experiencing and enable
some joint action to be taken for the
customers with the slowest speeds. The
speed test results give 4 numbers: the DSL
connection rates for upstream and
downstream, the IP profile and the actual
IP throughput. Please send all 4 numbers to
me by email
fred.stentiford@btopenworld.com I will
compile a list of figures for people to view.
Fred Stentiford Boyton

Mothers’ Union
www.villagevoices.org.uk

Rita Middleditch

but the place blew up. The sea caught fire
and the bodies of our lads were washed up
on nearby beaches. My friend remembers
bodies being loaded onto lorries. I have
another friend who lives not far away who
can confirm this.
The question remains as to where they
were buried. All those over 80 like me can
now die content having discovered the
truth, unlike the next of kin of those poor
lads.
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Dear Editor,
I hope you will be able to put a family
history enquiry in Village Voices for me.
I visited Alderton last week while on
holiday and purchased a copy in your
lovely old church.
My 3 x great-grandfather George Buck was
a tailor and Parish Clerk in Alderton in the
1850’s to 1860’s until he moved with his
family to London. I have this information

from the censuses and also two Gazetteers
of the time.
I realize it is a long time ago, but I would
be most grateful if anyone could provide
me with any information on him or his
family. My 2 x great-grandmother was his
daughter Augusta. Many thanks. Tel. 01935
427453
Rose Ridgewell. Yeovil, Somerset

The Hollesley Stench – Progress!
Since our last meeting I have received a
letter from Chris Cornish at the
Environmental Protection Office and have
contacted the Consumer Council for Water.
They have written to Anglia Water on my
behalf.
I contacted Anglia Water following the
BBC Radio Suffolk report on 26th June.
Anglia Water sent 2 men out to see me,
who informed me that the dosing was not
working properly. They explained that a
crust had formed on top of the sewer
which prevented the chemical treatment
getting through. They broke the crust and
added more chemical, but still the stench
lasted over the weekend.

In the next 2 to 3 weeks a CCTV camera
will be lowered to see if all is clear. Mr
Minter will inform me when this will take
place. Afterwards he will bring the
paperwork and a DVD for me to see. He
also looked at the manhole covers at
Moorlands and Silver Birch where the
problems occur.
Jenny Friend
Hollesley village residents will be grateful
to Jenny for her persistant efforts to solve
this problem. Please report any problems to
Anglia Water direct on 08457 145 145
(Editor)

On 2nd July I had a meeting with the area
manager Mr Minter who explained that we
had two problems:
1.

2.

The stench they are looking into
further. The sewer pipe is 6ins
diameter which is correct for a
rising main.
The overflow cannot be forecast
as it is impossible to say when it
will occur again.
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Skywatching
Jupiter is gradually making a welcome return to the evening skies, and it will be at
opposition (directly opposite the sun) on the 14th of this month, shining brightly due
south at midnight (or 1 am B.S.T.) At this point in its orbit it is also closest to Earth, and
it will be (only) 600 million km from us. Jupiter is interesting as its surface features are
always changing. Its Great Red Spot is a huge cyclonic weather system which has
persisted for centuries. It had been thought to be unique, but in recent years some smaller
spots have appeared. Jupiter is now better placed for northern hemisphere observers than
it has been for some years, although relatively low in the sky. A Jupiter year (to complete
one orbit of the Sun) is almost 12 Earth-years, so we shall have to wait several more
years before it once again rides high in the sky.
A lunar eclipse occurs when the Moon passes through the shadow of the Earth; if the
Moon enters the central deepest part of the shadow we see an umbral eclipse (and this
may be total or partial depending on the exact path of the moon), but when the Moon
only passes through the outer parts of the shadow we see a penumbral eclipse. In the
early hours of 7th August, a penumbral eclipse will occur from 00:04 to 03:14. The Moon
will miss the umbra, the main cone of Earth’s shadow, so there will only be a slight
dimming caused by entry into the penumbra. It may be possible to see this with the naked
eye, but it will be easier to detect through a pair of binoculars. At the time of the eclipse
Jupiter will be shining brightly only a few degrees below the Moon.
03:14
01:40 BST

00.04

umbral
shadow

penumbral
shadow

Path of Moon through Earth’s shadow during eclipse of 6th-7th August
August is the month of the Perseid meteors, which are usually visible for a few days
peaking on the 12th. The meteor trails all appear to radiate from a point in the
constellation of Perseus. This point, ‘the radiant’ – will be rising in the north-east during
late evening. It is best to look after midnight when meteors are at their best, because they
are meeting the Earth 'head on' and enter the Earth’s atmosphere with greatest velocity.
Unfortunately this year the last quarter moon will rise in the same part of the sky at about
22:30, so the best views will probably occur just before moonrise.
Ray Larsen
www.villagevoices.org.uk
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Helen Macleod

Shingle Street Coastguard

Coastguard cottages and shells on the beach
Hi once again!
On 27th June at 2030 we were called to
Shingle Street where a 23ft yacht was
aground opposite the station. On arrival we
found that the vessel was in no immediate
danger and we left it for the crew to advise
Thames coastguard when they had refloated.
On 11th July at 1430 we were called to
Orford Island where some unexploded

ordinance was found by the National Trust
warden. The Bomb Disposal unit from
Portsmouth was in attendance and we
formed an exclusion zone while the devices
were dealt with.
That’s it for this time.
Until next time, safe passage.
(Yes, I was the ‘Weakest Link’
on BBC One TV recently!)
Roy Clark

Past Times
Leslie Walker’s wartime experiences in the army and as an Auxiliary Coastguard
Leslie Walker was born at Dumboy cottage
in May 1919. He went to Hollesley Village
School. At 14 he went to work at Hollesley
Bay Colony in the garden department.
One day, in late summer 1939, Leslie was
at work in the nurseries when two men
arrived. Leslie was in the Territorial Army,
and because of this, the men took him
away there and then, to put him in the
British Army. Although they passed his
home on the way, he was not allowed to
collect any possessions, nor to
August 2009 page 24

say‘goodbye’ to his mother.
His brief life as a soldier ended when he
got rheumatic fever through sleeping in a
tent on a hillside in the West Country
during a rainy period. He was always
wearing damp clothes.
When he came home to Hollesley after
being invalided out of the Army, he became
an Auxiliary Coastguard and did his
watches at Shingle Street.
www.villagevoices.org.uk

The biggest event that Leslie witnessed
while on duty was when he saw a bomber
coming over the sea towards the shore. It
released a bomb which bounced across the
water and landed on the beach destroying
buildings. He had seen the testing of the
Dambusters’ Bouncing Bomb!
Another incident he spoke about was on the
night he saw someone on land flashing a
Morse code out to sea. He had taught the
Air Force cadets the Morse code and he
informed the police about what he had seen.
When the war ended, so did Leslie’s time as
a coastguard.
Brenda Walker
Auxiliary Coastguard Leslie Walker

Another wartime story. This one was from Brenda’s father. See also Peter
Bingham’s letter on p. 20 ( Editor)
The fire on the sea could be seen from Melton. Brenda’s father was one of the Home
Guard on duty at Wilford Bridge. Churchill stayed overnight at Long Springs in Woods
Lane. The next day he came to see it for himself. What had happened?

Here are another group of wartime coastguards. The middle man in the front row is
believed to be from Bushey Lane, Hollesley. Does anyone know his name? (Editor)
www.villagevoices.org.uk
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Shepherd and Dog Boules
There have been 5 matches played so far this
season in the league against all the other
teams. Luckily we have not been beaten!
Against Ipswich 09, who actually play in
two leagues and appeared pretty
professional, we won 3 – 1 with Giles and
Robin giving us a good start and Danny and
Ray doing likewise. Our opponents didn’t
seem to like the testing surface! Nick and
Jon then went on to a comfortable win to
clinch the match. It appears that the team
from Ipswich have
won all their other
matches.
Against the Deben
Vikings, at home, we
had a similar success.
We won 3 – 1 again,
Nick and Jon having
a comfortable win
with Robin and Giles
romping away with
their game. Nick
and Ray then made
sure with another
comfortable win.
Away at the Coach and
Horses in Melton it was a completely
different story. Nick and Jon could not
compete with Martha’s accurate drawing
and although they started to get the measure
of the piste it was too late and they lost 13 –
6. Meanwhile Giles and Robin maintained
their record with a good victory. As the rain
started to fall and the piste became sodden
both the final two games went all the way.
Robin and Ray won by a point and then we
all had to endure a torrential downpour as
Danny and Giles eventually made it to 13 –
12. Whatever happened to boules played
under a baking sun and a glass of vin rouge
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in your hand?
Ipswich YM Rugby play on a bit of a
cabbage patch – but once again it’s the same
for all! Often you could see runs in the soil
where all the boules would follow each
other. In one end all there was a pile of
boules in close proximity to the cochonnet
which was mostly hidden! Skill will out,
however! Giles and Nick had a comfortable
win with Danny and Ray losing a close one
next door. Luckily both the other games
were won. Giles and
Ray swept aside
their
opposition
quite easily while
Jon and Nick held
off theirs in a closer
match to win their
game. Another 3 – 1
victory.
So with 4 wins we
were starting to get
above
ourselves.
However, at The
Royal Oak in East
Bergholt (yes miles
away!), we were off
to a flying start. Nick and Giles won 13- 6
while Ray and Jon came back from way
behind to take theirs 13 – 12. All going too
well really. We came down to earth quite
fast, however, as we lost both the other 2
games. So our first dropped point.
We now have to play all the teams again
with 3 of the matches on our car park!
A reminder that we play on a Tuesday night
at the pub – all are welcome and it can be
great fun!
Nick Mason.
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The Shipping News
Visitors to Shingle Street in July may have noticed the impressively sized vessel, M/V
Stanislav Yudin, anchored some distance from the shore. The ship, with a crane which
can lift up to 2,500 tons, is believed to be installing wind turbines at one of the sites being
developed off the east coast.
Tina Morley

The heavy lifting vessel Stanislav Yudin moored off Hollesley Bay
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From our Country Kitchen
Summer Fruit Trifle
Pauline Austerfield

This should be made the day before it is required. Either fresh or frozen fruits can be
used, and the mixture varied according to availability.
11/2 lb mixed summer fruits – strawberries, black/red/white currants, raspberries, cherries
plus a few extra for decoration.
2 tbls cassis or sherry
1 large egg
8 trifle sponges
8 oz (250gm) tub mascarpone cheese
2 tbls caster sugar
(available from Hollesley shop)
1/ pt double cream (optional)
3 leaves gelatine
2
(or sachets from Hollesley shop).
1.
2.
3.

4.

5.

6.

Put the currants and stoned cherries in a pan and heat slowly, stirring to prevent
sticking, until the juices run.
Take off the heat and add the sliced strawberries, raspberries and I tbls caster
sugar. Mix well, then reserve 4 tbls of the juice.
Cut the gelatine leaves into pieces and soak in cold water in a bowl for 10 mins.
Drain, add the warm fruit mixture and stir until dissolved. Pour into a bowl, cool
and refrigerate for an hour.
Place the sponge fingers in a suitably sized dish (or 4 individual ones). Mix the
reserved juice with the cassis or sherry and pour over the sponge fingers. Spoon
the fruit mixture onto the sponge fingers and level off.
Separate and fold in the mascarpone with the remaining caster sugar. Whisk the
egg white until firm and fold into the mascarpone mixture. Spoon this on top of
the fruit and level.
Cover dish (s) with cling film and put in fridge overnight. Remove cling film
and top with whipped double cream. Decorate with reserved berries and serve.
(I prefer this without the cream topping but the recipe includes it)

www.villagevoices.org.uk

August 2009 page 29

The Suffolk Punch Trust
……….and then there were 7!

Photo by Suffolk Punch Trust

Hello again friends and neighbours,
As the summer continues we’ve been kept very busy. As you can see from the photo
below we enjoyed the safe arrival of foal number 7, yes that’s right, 7, and it’s our most
successful year to date.
If you would like to come and see all 7 foals please join us for our Open Day on Sunday
2nd August from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm. I hope you can join us for the event.
As I’m sure you can appreciate we get a
phenomenal amount of support from many
people including a lot of local support
including from Village Voices, but I
would like to take this opportunity on
behalf of the Trust to express our heartfelt
thanks to Mr and Mrs Hardwicke and their
family at the Poplar Park Equestrian
Centre for their encouragement and
financial support since we purchased the
Stud in 2006. Since the start there has
been a warm and co-operative relationship
between Poplar Park and the Trust which
has had a positive effect on generating
trade for local businesses and long may it
continue.
As you will have noticed the building
project is progressing very well and I
thought this would be a good time to give
you an update.
The Learning and Heritage Centre with
its visitor facilities will be completed by
Foal number 7
October 2009. The re-roofing and
refurbishment of the stables started on 16th July and the main construction work will be
finished by the end of the year.
Landscaping around the buildings will start in the autumn and will be ongoing thereafter
as money and volunteer labour is available. If you can spare any time and would like to
get involved with helping us please contact me on the number or email below. We are
still in the process of raising funds to complete the work on the new access road and car
park.
The Learning and Heritage Centre will be useable by the autumn for tour groups and
parties of school children and the official public opening will be in the spring of 2010.
August 2009 page 30

www.villagevoices.org.uk

Since fund raising to purchase the site started in 2005 over £1.8million has been raised
(without any government or Lottery support) to develop this project. I have no doubt in
my mind that this amazing achievement is partly down to the skills of John Marsh our
Project Manager, along with the dedicated efforts of an extremely hardworking team of
trustees, committees and volunteers.
We must not take our eye off the ball. We still need to raise the funds to complete the
work on the access road and car park, so I hope you can join us for our Open Day.
Don’t forget to visit our website and check out the fundraising events for 2009 on the
‘Press’ page www.suffolkpunchtrust.org.
Take care Tara Foy
suffolkpunchtrust@hotmail.com
Tel: 07841-778658 (evenings and weekends only.

THE SUFFOLK PUNCH TRUST

Open Day

at the Colony Stud
Hollesley, Woodbridge, IP12 3JR

Sunday 2 August
10am to 4pm
£5 per Car

Come & see our 7 new foals
along with
Displays of farm machinery and carts,
rural craft displays
and Birds of Prey
www.suffolkpunchtrust.org

The Suffolk Punch Trust, Company No 4510304, Charity Registration No 1100596
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More about Butley Middle School
School motifs Faith, Strength, Adventure.
The school was built as a Modern school
between 1956 – 1959 and the Architect was Through Faith in God we gain strength to
adventure.
Lindsay Morgan. It was officially opened
by Sir Lawrence Bragg on April 12th 1960.
There were 14 staff including the
Headmaster, and 228 on the roll from 17
villages. There were 16 prefects – 8 boys
and 8 girls, 8 elected as House Prefects by
the Houses and 8 elected by the staff. The
Head and Deputy Head boys and girls were
chosen by the Headmaster and staff.

Butley Middle School Badge

Houses were named from local areas of the
countryside:
Tangham, (yellow), Staverton, (green),
Havergate, (blue), Wilford, (red).
School badge. The original design was, I
believe, by Gwen Dyke, Deputy-Head of
the school. Extracts from her information
sheet show how it was conceived:

When the school was closed I rescued the
mould of the school shield and produced
The wavy line = Butley River on which the some in plaster. I will have them available
school stood, dividing the district in two.
painted in colour for ex pupils at £5 or plain
1st quarter – Crook of Butley Priory =
white at £3.
Faith. 2nd quarter – Viking ship. Sea-coast. As expressed by Jenny Maddock in July
Orford to Bawdsey = Adventure 3rd
Village Voices, the school closure was a
quarter – Orford Castle = Strength to resist tragic loss of a happy and vibrant
evil. 4th quarter – Oak tree. Staverton
environment for Suffolk children’s
Forest = Strength to stand firm.
education.
Jim Calvesbert Bawdsey
Head of Science, Butley Middle School

Bettaprint • Design • Print • Digital
A Family Run Business
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Full Colour Design • Brochures • Magazines • Newsletters
Letterheads, etc & General Printed Stationery
Colour/Black & White Digital Services
• FREE Delivery Service with in the local area

T: 01394 386628 • E. bettaprint@btconnect.com
1 Carlow Mews Church Street WOODBRIDGE Suffolk IP12 1EA
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Village Voices
subscriptions
Do you know someone who would like
to receive Village Voices?
Subscriptions are available at a cost of
£10 for 12 issues including postage
within the UK.
Rates for overseas are considered
individually.
Please send the recipient’s name,
address and telephone number together
with a cheque for £10 payable to Boyton
PCC to Debbie Pipe, 4 Mallard Way,
Hollesley, Suffolk IP12 3QJ
We hear that many former residents of
the villages love to read Village Voices.
Now is their chance to catch up with
all our news.
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Make your home more secure this summer
Everyone needs a holiday at some time and the summer months are the most popular time
for us to get away. We all want to come back to find our homes as we left them, although
almost half of all burglaries happen when a home is empty.
To help make your home more secure whilst you are away, follow some of the following
steps before you go:
•
Make your home look as if someone is living in it. Closing curtains in the
daytime shows your home is empty. Use automatic time switches to turn lights
on when it gets dark.
•
Cancel any milk and newspaper deliveries.
•
Uncollected mail is a sign you are away. The Royal Mail’s ‘Keepsafe’ service
will hold your mail for up to two months whilst you are away.
•
Lock valuable items and documents away in a safe, or alternatively leave with
other family members.
•
Make sure all doors and windows are locked, and if you have a burglar alarm,
make sure it is set. Do a double check before you leave the house.
Suffolk County Council is working with the police, local councils and community groups
to reduce burglary. Consider these general tips on Home Security:
•
Fit ‘mortise’ locks (Kitemarked BS 3621) or bolts to all outside doors, and locks
to all downstairs windows.
•
Make sure you have up-to-date contents and building insurance.
•
Try not to leave valuable items like your TV, Hi-Fi or DVD player where
thieves can easily see them.
•
Have an approved alarm system installed – ask your local police and insurance
company for advice.
Do you have a Neighbourhood Watch scheme in your area? Check with your local police
or log on to www.neighbourhoodwatch.net – It could help your home to be more secure
whilst you are away.
For further information please contact the Community Safety Unit at Suffolk County
Council on 01473 265159
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