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Dear friends,
Christmas comes round so quickly, especially after a mild Autumn, with many
trees holding onto their leaves until the end of November. We have lots to look
forward to: Hollesley Players giving us ‘Puss in Boots’ early in the month,
followed by Carol Singing around Hollesley and Shingle Street. Come along
to events in the school and around our villages and special Church services as
we approach Christmas Day. As families gather together festive fayre is prepared with
puddings stirred and cakes decorated. Parcels are wrapped, the Christmas tree is up and
children of all ages are excited.From the team at Village Voices, a Very Happy Christmas
to you and all our readers.

Helen
Macleod
(Editor)

African Nativity figures carved by the disabled in Mombasa. (Lent by Di Barnard)
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Laurie Forsyth

Down at the Shepherd and Dog

Our village pub!
At a time when village pubs need friends
and lots of support, and villages need pubs
as a social nucleus more than ever, it is
great to know that the Shepherd and Dog
is under a new management team with lots
of ideas.
Tom and Kevin Ruffles are now landlords
of the pub. Tom is a chef with wide
experience from previous posts in several
pubs and restaurants. He will be joined by
his girlfriend Sarah who also has
experience in this field. Tom and Sarah
will be living at the Shepherd and Dog.
Kevin, Julie and their youngest daughter
Amy live in Parsons Hill, just a stone’s
throw from the pub, whilst their eldest
daughter lives in Australia with her family.
Kevin and Julie married in Hollesley 38
years ago, and all their children were born
there. Grandad Peter is also very well
known in the area.
From day one, they want the pub to offer a
friendly, welcoming face to regulars and to
new customers, whilst introducing
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traditional indoor games such as quizzes,
crib, darts tournaments and of course the
summertime boules matches which are
now very well established.
They clearly share the widespread dislike
of weary, predictable pub food. ‘Fresh
foods – not stuff out of the freezer,’ Tom
says, ‘and a menu that regularly changes.
This is a great opportunity to source our
food locally and help local farms and
businesses as well.’
Tom, Kevin, Julie and Amy have taken on
something that is vital to Hollesley. They
have the drive and enthusiasm to succeed,
but know that there is much competition in
the surrounding areas. They deserve and
need the support and regular custom of
people like you and me. The Shepherd and
Dog is the place to be. Spread the word!
Laurie Forsyth
Let’s all support Tom and Kevin and our
village pub. We wish them every success.
(the Village Voices team)
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O

pen any magazine currently on
sale and you will find wonderful
pictures of everything to do with
Christmas—the food, presents,
decorations, jolly outings in the snow,
etc. etc. There they are, the ideal
family, sitting round the table, silly hats
on, plates full of turkey and sprouts...
and all this is put together in May or
June! Probably on the one hot day of
the summer. Just like a Pantomime, in
fact.
Our local pantomime is staged by the
Hollesley Players, a drama group that
started way back in 1980. Initially it
was comprised of local families—the
Maddocks, the Andrews, the Wyllies,
the Ballentynes, the Houghs and the
Bakers etc, all of whom, as parents
or children, acted, built scenery and
helped at front of house. The venue has
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Hollesley Players

Where did the year go?

always been Hollesley Village Hall—it
is ideal having a good stage, plenty of
seating, facilities for refreshments—
and parking!
Easter is the signal to start thinking
in more depth about the story, finding
the scribble pads and pencils and then
getting stuck in. Mr Music likes to
have his copy in his hand by August at
the latest. He will have been thinking
about songs since the previous Panto.
I write in longhand, in the garden if
there’s a sunny day; long-haul flights
are another good place for writing.
Many a play has been roughed out at
32,000 ft. Then it all gets put onto the
computer which means I can revise
and edit as I go. The topical references
are one of the tricky bits—what is
funny in June or July is stone cold by
December. I rely a lot on the cast—ask
www.villagevoices.org.uk

them to ad-lib the jokey bits. They
do that anyway, of course, which is
murder for the Prompt.
Ah, the Prompt. The unsung hero of
any amateur production. There she sits,
following every word, praying that the
character prancing about on the stage
will not stray so far from the script that
there will be no way to get back. They
always do of course. She also has to
keep an eye open for the anguished
appeal from whoever it is that has dried
completely.
Auditions are the next big event,
always the first Friday after the schools
go back. It takes about two weeks to
get the casting in place then another
two to replace those with cold feet,
the ones who decide they don’t want a
singing part, hear the ones who were
away or forgot it was that time of
year and generally settle everything in
place. Then the production side has to
be thought about; there are nearly as
many people involved back stage as
on the stage and we cannot do without
them. Look at the programme when
you come next and take a look at all
the jobs there are to be done.
We are keen to recruit new families and
individuals to not only act and sing but
to stage construct, assist with lighting
and sound, designing set and costumes,
etc, etc. Help with Front of House and
refreshments on production nights also
welcome. We are a well-equipped and
resourced Drama Company and joining
is FREE!
Contact Sharon Culley (Secretary)
01728 688446
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We always need more volunteers, by
the way! The company celebrated
its silver jubilee in 2005 and has
consistently involved talent of all ages.
Our annual pantomime particularly,
attempts to encourage local young
people to ‘tread the boards’. Hence this
year its ‘Puss in Boots’—a repeat and
update of a previous production of this
‘furry tale’ in 1990.
So, we have a play. Now all it needs
is weeks of rehearsal, nagging to learn
lines and songs, extra dance practice,
more nagging, until we get to the point
we are at now. Then the cry goes up.
“Do you realise there are only three
more Fridays before the Technical
rehearsal? You need to learn lines,
practise your song, sharpen up those
dance steps, get the outstanding bits
of costume organised...” It’s not all
nagging, really it isn’t. It’s fun! We
have entertained audiences from a
wide area of the Wilford Peninsula and
beyond—with comedy, contemporary
drama, Old Tyme Music Hall,
whodunits, kitchen sink and farce
to extend our thespian experience!
Enough people come back year after
year to make me think they enjoy it
really. As the song says:
“Another opening, another show,
From Hollesley Players, a great Panto
A chance for us all to say “Hello”
Another opening of another show!”
See you there.
Liz Marzetti and Lydia Calvesbert
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From Hollesley Church
I wonder why there is the need to come. Is
the answer that we all have a searching
gene within us and it is now that we have
more time, we feel more relaxed and our
inner being urges us on? With your
Village Voices this month you will have
received a Christmas card. It displays the
services with a little more detail. Give one
or more a try, find the style of
worshipping the little baby Jesus that you
feel comfortable with.
All the churches are very friendly,
welcoming and warm. We won’t give you
a job as you walk through the door! We
just want you to share the love of Jesus
and fill that little spare space in your
hearts as we have done.

From Hillside,

A special ‘Jesus Christmas’ to you all!

Hollesley Church
It has taken some time to write down all
the services available during the month of
December. There are a variety of times,
venues and types of service.
I wonder if there is one that will
encourage you to visit a local church to
come near to Jesus this Christmas.
December is a time when many of you
will feel the urge to go to church. The
buildings are candlelit, the atmosphere
seems more inviting and we all know
some of the carols that will be sung.

Thank you all for your support over the
last years.
I have met many of you at different
venues, both those who have lived here
for a long time, and others who are new to
the village. It is going to be very strange
seeing you all when I go out of the village
to take services.
I hope and pray that it will not be long
before your new Vicar is announced and
all will be well in all our parishes.
God Bless, Judith

FORTHCOMING DATES
7th March 2009 Woodbridge School Swing Band
21st March 2009 Gordon Bennet Band
25th April 2009 Boyton Barn Dance
27th June 2009 Hollesley Fete
28th November 2009 Hollesley Barn Dance
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Church Contacts

WEEKDAY SERVICES

Team Rector:
Revd David Murdoch, 01394 450336

Wednesday
12pm Sutton

1st Thursday
3pm Glebe House, Hollesley, Evensong

3rd Thursday
10.30am Glebe House, Holy Communion

4th Friday
2pm Mary Warner Homes, Communion

2nd Thursday 7.30pm
Colyton, Hollesley, Prayer Group

Hollesley Churchwardens:
Fred Stentiford, 01394 411469
Pat Shannon, 01394 411214
Boyton Churchwardens:
Malcolm Fleetwood, 01394 410409
Isobel Lilley, 01394 411409
Tower Captain:
Alan McBurnie, 01394 411517
Organist:
Giles Bradley, 01394 411124

CHURCH SERVICES DECEMBER 2008

CHURCH SERVICES. DECEMBER 2008
Day

Boyton

Hollesley

Other Places

7th
December

11.0.
PF
All Age worship

9.30
DL
Holy Communion

3.0.
JA
Service of Memory

9.30
JH
Family Communion
with Christingle and
Sunday Club
9.30
DM
Holy Communion
5.00
LC
Crib Service
11.30
DL
Christmas
Communion

9.30 Alderton, Bromeswell
11.00 Sutton
6.30 Shottisham
9.30 Alderton, Bromeswell
11.00 Shottisham
3.00 Bawdsey, 4.30 Sutton
6.30 Ramsholt
9.30 Bromeswell 11.00 Sutton
6.30 Alderton, Shottisham
4.00 Sutton
6.30 Bromeswell
11.30 Bawdsey, Shottisham

14th
December
21st
December

11.0
MHS
Holy Communion

24th
December

9.30 Bromeswell
10.30 Bawdsey
11.00 Sutton
9.30
JH
9.30 Shottisham
28th
Lessons and Carols
10,00 Alderton
December
11.00 Bawdsey, Ramsholt and
Shottisham
Ministers: JA Revd Judith Andrews
LC Lydia Calvesbert (Reader)
DL Canon David Lowe
JH Revd Dr John Hare
DM Revd David Murdoch
25th
December

11.0
Christmas
Communion
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JH
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Welcome to Miss Leech

School Photo

There is a water area for experiments.
There are also tiger tokens given when
children have been good. When children
have 5 tokens they get golden time and can
choose to watch a favourite film. Miss
Leech is kind and makes people laugh
when they are sad.

Miss Amy Leech and Banana
I don’t think that everybody knows that
there is a new teacher at Hollesley Primary
School called Miss Leech. Her class have
told us the secret that she is twenty three!
Reception, Year 1 and 2 love Miss Leech.
Before she came to this school she did a
lot of work with young children and she
also had a job as a teaching assistant.
She has designed a great, fun classroom
with things like: an igloo tent for reading
and giant cuddly toys in the quiet area and
other toys to play with. Miss Leech takes
time to put all their art work up on the
wall. There is a word wall with the months
of the year and the days of the week. There
is a parents’ notice board to show what
their child’s been doing. The classroom is
now a safari with a tiger, lion and a
cheetah group. There is a sand pit and the
class can write numbers and letters in it.
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There is also a class friend called Banana
and as you can guess he is a monkey. The
class enjoy doing action songs such as:
head, shoulders, knees and toes, Superman
and Mr Double Trouble. They love having
lots of new songs to learn and making up
actions too. They like it when Miss Leech
joins in all the time and gets involved. She
takes her shoes off for songs and
‘Activate’ twice a day. She brings her mum
in sometimes who is always willing to help
with anything.
They don’t just play though. In English
they like to write about their holidays, trips
and fun times. If they have written
something good then Miss Leech will give
them a frog stamp and a special pencil.
Each child takes turns to take Banana (the
monkey) home and write about all the
exciting adventures and mischief they get
up to between them! The class also enjoy
doing maths with Miss Leech because she
makes it fun and lets the children play on
the smart board.
Altogether Miss Leech is a great teacher!
So three cheers for Miss Leech!
Hip hip hoorah!
School Reporters
Sarah Anderson and Natalie Whitney
www.villagevoices.org.uk

Katrina Rideout, School Photographer

School reporters interviewing Miss Leech’s class for Village Voices

Come and hear Hollesley Trumpets
Hollesley Trumpets are no longer simply
the children from the primary school. They
now consist of students in year 7 at
Farlingaye, too. The trumpet club meets
every Tuesday evening when children in
years 6 and 7 come together to enjoy
making music led by their teacher, John
Alderton.
Most of these children made their concert
hall debut at the Snape Celebration of
Schools’ Music in March where they truly
brought the house down, as some of you
will have heard and many of you may have
read here in Village Voices. They followed
up that success with an invitation to play at
the (American-style) Maverick Festival in
July.

www.villagevoices.org.uk

On 16th December at 18.30 The Hollesley
Trumpets are proud to announce a concert
which will include much of their current
successful repertoire and some seasonal
goodies, too. The concert, which is free,
will be held in the school hall and will
include refreshments which will be served
from 18.00. This is an open invitation to
all. Please come along and bring your
friends. The programme will last about 30
minutes and it is suitable for young and
old alike.
Well done to all our young trumpeters. We
look forward to hearing you on 16th.
(Editor)
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Super Rock 2008
Farlingaye’s annual Super Rock evening was held on October 22nd.
Competition was fierce with bands made up of pupils from the
school auditioning to take part. Parents and friends came along on
the evening to enjoy the music. Profits from ticket sales were given
to Aids charities.
Debbie Pipe

Every year Super Rock just seems to get better and better! The
standards were incredibly high this year so I felt very privileged to be a
part of the evening’s line-up. Before we went on stage, I felt a little nervous but the
crowd were amazing and really supportive. The song started and everything went so fast!
Suddenly it was over and we were going off stage to big applause from everyone and we
joined the crowd to listen to the rest of the evening’s bands. Although all the groups were
amazing, my favourite had to be Wedge of Bread who finished the evening. All I can say
is well done to everyone who performed on the night, and roll on Super Rock 09!
Rachel Pipe ‘Off the Hook’
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Shingle Street Coastguard
Hi, once again.
It has been a very quiet month with no
incidents. There is one piece of news to
report – Richard Clarke our Station
Officer has been in the Coastguard for
twenty years. He was presented with his
long service medal at the Ramsholt Arms

on 21st November.
On behalf of the company at Shingle Street
I would like to wish all of you a very
Happy Christmas and a peaceful New Year.
Safe passage and see you in 2009
Roy Clark for Shingle Street Coastguard

Remembrance Sunday Peal
Coastguard cottages

The peal rung on Sunday 9th November
was sponsored to celebrate the Golden
Wedding Anniversary of Daphne and Tony
Gunn. We also rang to thank the Revd
Judith Andrews for her wonderful service
to the Parish. We rang half muffled in
memory of the fallen. Leather muffles
were fitted to each of the clappers which
allow a full contact on one side and a
cushioned contact on the other side. This
gives eight full blows followed by eight
muffled blows sounding almost like an
echo.
The Peal was rung by members of the
Ancient Society of College Youths, the
leading bell ringing society since 1637.
www.villagevoices.org.uk

Included in the band were Richard
Munnings, a Hollesley resident and
Suffolk Guild Ringing Master, and Brian
Meads the Essex Ringing Master. We rang
5088 changes of Yorkshire Surprise Major
in 2 hrs 52 minutes. When a peal is rung
on seven or more bells the bells never ring
in the same order more than once.
If you saw Inside Out on 5th November
you will now have a good idea of what
bell ringing is about. The BBC created a
very informative programme within the
time limits. We are always looking for
more ringers. Call me on 411517.
Alan McBurnie
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Past Times

Christmas postcard lent by Peggy Cole
What was Christmas like in the ‘Old
Days?’ It must have been very different
from today. This postcard with Christmas
greetings was sent in 1908. There were
almost no telephones then and the post was
the only way families and friends away
from home could keep in touch with one
another. The message on this card reads:

Dear Ada,
Just a card to wish you a very happy
Christmas and bright New Year.
Hoping you are getting on alright.
Write soon.
Longing to hear how you are.
Love from sis Jess.
Even today, in our towns and villages
people can feel isolated and alone,
especially at Christmas when most people
are having a wonderful time. Have you a
neighbour or friend on their own who
www.villagevoices.org.uk

would like to share your Christmas Dinner?
Let us not forget also the servicemen and
women from Rock Barracks serving
overseas, and their families with children at
home managing as best they can without
their loved ones.
Whatever your situation the team at Village
Voices echoes the sentiments on this old
card. We wish you a very happy Christmas
and a bright New Year. (Editor)

Hollesley W. I.
We are organising a trip to

Thursford Christmas Spectacular
in Norfolk
9th December 2009
Approximate cost is £44 to include coach
fair and entrance
This is open to all. Tickets have to be
booked by the end of December 2008.
Contact Rosemary Busby 411754
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Advertise in
Village Voices
see front page
for details
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Hollesley Village Christmas Carol Singing
December
Tues 16th
Wednesday 17th
Wednesday 17th

Area
Bushey Lane
Alderton Rd
Moorlands
Woodbridge Road
Oak Hill

Contact
Pat Shannon
411214
Joan Butcher
411689
Di Whitney

Meet 6pm
Bushey Lane
Moorlands
Noticeboard New
Circle

Gorselands
Tower Hill
Parsons Hill
Rectory Road
Mallard Way

Joan Butcher
411689

Shepherd and Dog

Joan Butcher
411689

Duck Corner

Saturday 20th

Shingle Street

Monday 22nd

The Street

Les Andrews
411642
Joan Butcher
411689

Martello Tower
car park
Duck Corner

Thursday 18th
Friday 19th

Please join in as we need at least 5 singers each evening to cover any area.
The more voices the merrier! A torch would be very useful!
Proceeds will be divided between St Elizabeth Hospice and Hollesley Church.
Last year we raised £653 (Joan Butcher)

Hollesley School
Christmas Fair
December 14th 2 – 4.30pm

This is our biggest fund raising event of
the year and we hope you will be able to
support the school by bringing along
family and friends. The pre-school will
join us too.

Suffolk Coastal Filming
We look forward to seeing you

Suffolk Coastal has teamed up with
ScreenEast who promote, develop and
support the film and media industries in
the east of England. Do you own a large
building, a period property, a vacant or
derelict industrial building or land which
would look good in a film set? If so
contact ScreenEast 01923 495051
www.screeneast.co.uk
www.villagevoices.org.uk
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Memory Service at St Andrews Boyton
You are invited to a special service for your loved ones this Christmas.
Name a star – Light a candle

We hope you will be able to come
along to Boyton Church on Sunday
14th December at 3pm. This can be a
difficult time for anyone who has lost
someone they love.

Helen MacLeod

During the service our Christmas tree
will be lit and ‘Named Stars of
Remembrance’ will be dedicated to
loved ones. These stars will be
displayed in our church on the special
Christmas Tree of Remembrance
throughout the Christmas period.
There will be a retiring collection in aid
of the East Anglian Children’s Hospice.
We promise you of a warm welcome.
Boyton Church

Remembrance Day and Poppy Appeal
Many thanks to everyone who bought poppies in Boyton, Hollesley and Shingle Street in
support of the Royal British Legion. Thanks to those stalwart helpers who sold poppies
door to door. There were also boxes at Hollesley Primary School, Hollesley Village
Stores, the Shepherd and Dog, Crane’s garage, Glebe house, the Mary Warner Homes and
Hollesley Bay Colony.
Altogether the collection came to £1083.59, an excellent result. Thank you once again.
Hollesley and Boyton churches held Remembrance Sunday services
with wreaths laid at the war memorials.
Pat Shannon
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“Home-Start has been my life-line
since my daughter was born.”
This is an invitation to YOU if you have parenting experience, have a few hours a week
to spare, know how to put other people at ease and like children.
If you decide to become a volunteer, you will be given training then carefully matched
with a family in the Suffolk Coastal area who are in need of some practical and emotional
support during a difficult time.
Travel expenses are paid and ongoing support is provided. Men and women are
welcome. For more information about our prep course starting in late January 2009,
please contact The Home-Start Suffolk Coastal Office 01394 389402 Or email
office@homestartcoastal.co.uk

Hollesley Tower
Restoration Appeal

Alderton coffee
mornings

200 Club. The winning numbers in the
draw were 4, 42, 78 and 20
The next draw takes place on November
21st at the Shepherd and Dog.
Fund raising. We were very pleased with
our first attempt at a quiz evening at the
Shepherd and Dog towards the end of
October which raised £102.50. The fund
now stands at £11,611.09 of which the 200
Club has raised some £918. There are
numbers still available. The monthly
subscription is £5 and we need new
subscriptions urgently if the club is to
reach its full potential. If you would like to
join, please phone Alan Mc Burnie, 411517
or Peter Harper 411355 for an application
form.
Peter Harper

Thanks to everyone that supported and
helped at our recent coffee mornings which
raised £78.75 in October and £173.35 in
November. Last month was so well
supported that we ran out of chairs: we had
a wonderful selection of cakes, breads,
jams, handmade greeting cards and reading
books.
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Our next coffee morning is on December
6th at 10am. In the evening there will be
Bingo from 7pm and our Christmas Draw
will also take place. First prize £100 and
lots of other prizes. Tickets and further
details from Bev 412177
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Diary—Dece
Monday

Tuesday

Mothers’ Union
1.30pm

1 Welcome Club, 2pm

Wednesday
2 Short Mat Bowls

Bingo, 7.30pm
Deadline Village Voices
Photo Competition
Brownies, 5.30-7pm

8 Hollesley Bay Day
Centre

Bingo, 7.30pm

Badminton, 8-10pm

Judo Club

Copy
CopyEarly
Deadline
Deadline
JAN
January
Village
Village Voices
Voices

Hollesley Pla
7.30pm

Christmas Party
7.30-9.30pm, Oak Hill &
Hollesley Social Club

Judo Club

Hollesley Par
Council Mee

Badminton, 8-10pm

16 Badminton, 8-10pm 17 Parent & Tod

Short Mat Bowls
7-10pm

Short Mat Bowls, 2pm

Hollesley School
Trumpets, 6pm

Carol Singing

2-3pm

Judo Club
Phantom Arch

Mobile Polic
8.30-9.45am

Carol Singing
Carol Singing

2-3pm

Phantom Arch

Short Mat Bowls, 2pm

Womens Institute
7.30pm
Mobile Library

Bingo, 7.30pm

2-3pm

9 Hollesley Youth Club 10 Parent & Tod

Short Mat Bowls
7-10pm

Brownies, 5.30-7pm 15 Welcome Club

3 Parent & Tod

2pm

Short Mat Bowls
7-10pm

Brownies, 5.30-7pm

Thurs

Carol Singin

22 Mobile Library

23

24 Christmas D

29

30

31
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cember 2008

rsday

Friday

ddler

4 Whist Drive

Boyton Village Hall
7.15pm

layers Panto

Boyton Village Hall
7.15pm

Sunday
6 Suffolk Wildlife Trust 7

5 Alderton Coffee
Morning 10-12

Christmas Bingo Night
7pm, Alderton

Hollesley Players Panto
7.30pm

11 Whist Drive

ddler

Saturday

Hollesley Players Panto
2.30pm & 7.30pm

Working Party, 9.30am
Ring Nick Mason for
details, 411150
Table Tennis, Boyton
3-5pm

13 Hollesley School
Christmas Fair
2-4.30pm

12

chers

14

Service of Memory
Boyton Church, 3pm

arish
eeting

ddler

18 Whist Drive

Boyton Village Hall
7.15pm

chers

ice Station
m

19 Carol Singing

20 Table Tennis, Boyton 21

26

27 Charity Pub Quiz

3-5pm

Carol Singing

ng

Day

25 Boxing Day

28

8pm, Shepherd & Dog

To have your event listed here,
please contact
Debbie Pipe on 01394 411976
or
email diary@villagevoices.org.uk
www.villagevoices.org.uk
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Your Letters – Always welcome
Dear Editor,
They say charity begins at home. I have
always believed that it begins with the
neediest and there are so many worthy
organizations. There is a grass-roots level
cause right here in the village – Hollesley
Pre-school. The role of Hollesley Preschool is to provide an excellent day care
facility and to guide young children into
developing social skills that help their
transition into primary school. My son has
a great time and asks to go every day. His
confidence has improved tremendously.
This play group is organized by a
committee of volunteers and has charity
status. They are responsible for everything
running smoothly. The local authority gave
us a brand new building and also provides
grants for some of the children’s sessions.
This is not a begging letter but I would
invite villagers to support us at any
forthcoming events such as our Christmas
party. Perhaps you can join our committee!
A warm welcome will be given to any
parents or guardians who would like to
bring their young children along for a visit.
Our children are our future and they need
the best start in life. As residents of
Hollesley and the surrounding area, please
help us to keep our Pre-school running.

Kampala, Uganda. All the cosies were so
different and so skilfully made. They
looked really colourful on the sales table.
£2800 was raised in just three hours, an
amazing result! The money is being used
to buy vital equipment and medicines.
Thank you again.
Sheila Justice
Alderton Road, Hollesley
Dear Editor,
You asked me my name in last month’s
Village Voices. It is now Pettit and I live at
Butley. What a wonderful photo of Sarah
Collins. My mum and dad and my brothers
and sister lived next door to Sarah at Sink
Farm. She used to go with my brother
Vinstead to the milk shed with her milk
can to get milk. In those days there was a
milking parlour at Sink Farm.
The other side of Sarah lived Millie
Andrews with her son Bobby.
Maisie Pettit Butley
Dear Editor,
We would like to thank family and friends
and the Hollesley bell ringers for helping
to make our 50th Wedding Anniversary so
special. Also ,thank you to Tracey and
David for organizing it all.

Rachel Huws Mallard Way
Dear Editor,
Thank you to everyone who kindly made
tea cosies for the sale in Woodbridge, in
September held to raise money for the
nurse, Margaret Kielwiri, working in
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Daphne and Tony Gunn
Stebbings Lane, Hollesley
Congratulations from all the Team at
Village Voices (Editor)
be 3rd December du(Editor)
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Photo supplied

Hollesley Judo Club meet 2008 Olympians

The Olympians with our youngsters from Hollesley
On 21st September a contingent of 15 from Hollesley went to Birmingham and the NIA
to watch the Women’s World Cup Judo Competition. Every year a different country hosts
the competition which has entries from all over Europe and some from Australia and, of
course, Japan. We booked for a club special event that meant not only were we watching
some of the best women’s Judo in the world, but we were also going to be given the
opportunity to meet some of the Beijing Olympians in person!
As the proceedings got going we were in the mood for a good day. We had a goodie bag
each with a free baseball cap, souvenir program and "Thunder Stix" to bang together to
make plenty of noise while cheering the players on! It’s amazing how different it all is at
the big competitions as each competitor is escorted to the mat area and announced, just
like the Olympics!
There was some great Judo to watch and then during the afternoon we were collected to
go down behind the scenes to meet the Olympians! We could see where the warm up
mats were, medical area, physios, and even an armchair so competitors could watch the
competitions that were just the other side of the curtain! Then from left to right on the
photograph (back row 3rd person along) we met Craig Fallon (if you saw him on TV, he
was the one with the cut eye!), Karina Bryant, Sam Ingram, (who won a Bronze at the
Para Olympics,) Sarah Clark and Ewan Burton! They were great people who happily
gave autographs and chatted about their experiences, and the training that they had been
committed too, to get themselves into the British Team. Even though they all had a tough
time in Beijing they all said it was an amazing experience – that of a lifetime! We were
very privileged to have our photograph taken with all 5 Olympians, and a great day was
had by all!
Julie Jolliffe
www.villagevoices.org.uk
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Shepherd and Dog Darts
The Team: Captain – Karl Lennard, Vice Captain – Dean Bailey
John Copping, Lee Copping, Steven Copping, Philip Knights, Jeanette Knights, James
Knights, Matthew Lennard, Ray Whiffen, Gavin Creed
The first League fixture was on October
15th against the Woodbridge British Legion.
The Legion phoned the Shepherd at 8.15pm
to say they couldn’t get a side (probably
due to the England International football
match on TV). Therefore the Shepherd was
awarded the match 9 – 0. The ladies game
went 2 – 0.
On October 22nd we were away at
The Grundisburgh Dog. Having had
all players available the week before,
we travelled with an under-strength
team, missing the Captain, Steve
Copping and Matt Lennard. We were
not surprised to lose the singles
matches 4 – 2 with Phil Knights and
John Copping our only winners. The
draw was made for the doubles and
with little hope of winning all three
the players relaxed a little. They won
the first, then the second and then the
match! A great escape: match won
5 – 4. Jeanette, the ladies champion
last year, struggled in her first game
and was beaten 2 – 1.
On November 5th we had a home
fixture against the Wickham Market
George. When the home players
arrived at the Shepherd the
opposition were already there
warming up. At least this week we
were back to full strength. Lee and
John Copping gave us a 2 – 0 start
and after losing the next we won the
last three. Unlucky Steve Copping
faced their best player. Having won
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the match we could give our other players a
game in the Doubles. This time we were
too relaxed and only won one of the games.
The result was 6 – 3. Jeanette was back on
form and had a comprehensive 2 – 0
victory. Well done her!
Karl Lennard.

Hollesley meadow
proposed development
plan. See p.26
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Proposed village development

Angela Lawrence

Village Voices has been informed of a proposed development of which readers may be
unaware. This article was sent to us by Angela Lawrence who is running a campaign
objecting to the proposition. She has been speaking to local residents who live nearby.

Hollesley meadow at the top of Mallard Way
Angela writes:
An Ipswich-based property developer SEH
(Developments) Ltd plans to build houses
on this unspoilt meadow. They wrote to
Suffolk Coastal District Council in May
saying: 'Land at Hollesley - Residential
Land Bid. Please find enclosed a plan
indicating two parcels of land which might
be considered suitable for residential
development, either as part of the
allocation in the LDF, (Local Development
Framework) or alternatively as an
exception site'.
Located at the top of Mallard Way, it's
bordered by houses in both Mallard Way
and Rectory Road. Outlining the meadow
on the map, SEH wrote: 'Mixed housing.
Affordable rented and some private sector'.
On the adjoining field, where Julie
Williams keeps pigs, they have written:
'Potential village green'. An existing public
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footpath runs between the two fields. The
wild meadow - owned by a Mr Drury - is
outside the village envelope and
currently no building is allowed.
On October 15 Neil Tibble of SEH wrote to
the owners of three houses in Mallard Way;
number 47 (a four-bed detached house) and
numbers 51 and 53 (two adjoining semis)
as follows: 'We have recently acquired the
land behind your property and we are
enquiring whether you would be interested
in selling your property. We are active land
agents and developers'.
This news came as a complete shock to
many Hollesley residents. I discovered that
the Parish Council knew nothing about it,
even though SCDC's planning department
had received SEH's letter on May 23rd this
year.
www.villagevoices.org.uk

I immediately rang Tibble at SEH and he
admitted he wanted to buy the pair of
adjoining semis in order to demolish them
and create an access road into the new
housing estate from Mallard Way. (The
offer to purchase number 47 must have been
their alternative access option.) He had not
yet bought the field but said ‘We have an
option, subject to planning permission.'
These householders were told the land had
already been sold for housing. They feared
that they would inevitably be overlooking a
new housing estate rather than a beautiful
wild area of trees and grass. This amounts
to shock tactics, designed to force them into
selling.

brownfield sites - at Mill's Tower Hill site
and the former agricultural building close
to the Water Tower - crying out for
development.

So how many 'affordable rented houses,
plus some private sector houses' is SEH
proposing to build? Tibble said ‘about 15’.
But having paid for the land, paid a market
rate for two semis and born the cost of their
demolition can we really believe it would be
profitable for a developer to build only 15
houses? According to one Mallard Way
resident, SEH act as agents for some of the
large-scale house builders like Persimmon,
Bovis and Barratt. Could SEH be lining this
lovely wildlife sanctuary up for one of
them?

I have launched a campaign to persuade
SCDC to throw out this plan. Every
resident of Mallard Way and Rectory
Road, and homes at the top of Parson's
Hill, have had information letters, a copy
of the developer's map and a pro forma
letter of objection, to be sent to SCDC.
Copies of all three can be obtained from
me at The Shipway (at the top of Mallard
Way) if you would like to join those
already protesting.

The reason why SEH is getting its bid in
now became clear when I telephoned Jim
Selby of SCDC's Policy Team. He told me
that in mid-November SCDC starts a review
of the 400 village envelopes in its area.
SEH, is trying to push for the village
boundary, which prevents building, to be
relaxed.
Yes, there will be public consultation on the
LDF. But we must make our voices heard
sooner rather than later. If new homes are
to be built in Hollesley there are two
www.villagevoices.org.uk

Residents have already been quick to voice
their objections to this plan. The amount
of traffic a new estate would generate
through Mallard Way and Rectory Road
would be overwhelming, dangerous and
noisy, both during the construction phase
and afterwards. Mallard Way is a cul-desac and very narrow. Cars parked on the
kerbside have inevitably turned it into a
single-track road where drivers approach
corners warily.

Angela Lawrence 410203

So far, 32 letters of objection
have been taken to Suffolk
Coastal Planning
Department prior to their
meeting on 17th November
to consider this proposal.
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Boyton Walk
Map O.S.197
Distance approx. 5 miles
Time approx. 11/2 hours
1. We started in the car park at Banters Barn Farm. Go through the gate and down
the concrete road. The path bears left and to your left is an area of marsh which is
always worth checking out for birds. At the time of our visit there were a dozen
mute swans and lapwings. It is also a good place to see barn owls. Go straight
through the next gate and bear right up the bank onto the river wall.
2. Boyton Dock is on your left. Follow the path along the top of the bank, first by the
Butley River and then the River Ore. There are good views of Orford across the
marshes to your left.
3. After approx. 11/2 miles from Boyton Dock take the first available turn right. There
is no footpath sign. The path crosses the ditch by a small concrete bridge. The
rusty field gate is difficult to move but there is a gap in the fence on the left.
Follow the track across the field towards a bank of trees. The track bears left and
becomes very muddy. Go through another metal gate and stile.
4. Boyton Hall Farm is on your left. Walk straight ahead and the dirt track becomes a
tarmac road.
5. Take the first footpath sign to the left (also signed Pin Mill). Turn right at the next
footpath sign before you reach the pink cottage. Take the grass path through the
field to Boyton street.
6. Turn right and follow the road through the village and out the other side.
7. Where the road turns left at a T junction turn right and walk down the concrete
road to Banters Barn. There are marvellous views of the Butley River and
Gedgrave Marshes.
Debbie Pipe and Pauline Austerfield.
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Hollesley’s ivy tree

Laurie Forsyth

Once there were three,
but now there are just
two magnificent trees
welcoming motorists
entering the village
from the Woodbridge
direction. The
remarkable old Scots
pine has gone, and the
skyline is bare without
its gaunt silhouette.
Its neighbour – another
veteran Scots pine – is
camouflaged almost
from top to toe in ivy.
Ivy trees are pretty
common in Suffolk, but
I have yet to see one as
large and striking as the
Hollesley ivy tree.
Unlike mistletoe, ivy is
not a parasite: it just
uses whatever is handy
as a scaffold to haul
itself into the sunlight,
and as we all know, a
wall or garden fence is
also just fine for this
purpose. Ivy takes
There’s a Scots pine in there somewhere!
nothing directly from
the tree to which it clings so lovingly. However, its dense mass of evergreen leaves does
reduce the ability of the tree to absorb and photosynthesise the sun’s rays: fortunately for
our Scots pine, it has managed to keep its top in the sunshine, out of reach of the
swarming ivy.
Both Scots pine and ivy are native in Suffolk, and for thousands of years they have lived
side by side in our woodlands. Ivy is quite happy to scramble horizontally beneath the
trees in search of something vertical to climb, but it won’t flower until it has done so.
Laurie Forsyth
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Christmas Day in Hollesley with
the Suffolk Punch Trust
A very important reminder for all mums, dads and the ‘kids at heart’
of Hollesley Village and Oak Hill
Once again Father Christmas and his helpers from the Stud will be doing the deliveries on
Christmas Morning. If you would like Father Christmas to deliver gifts to your home on
Christmas morning drop them off to 48 Oak Hill at these times only please:
Saturday 13th December to Tuesday 23rd December 2:00 pm to 9:00 pm.
Wednesday 24th December the times 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm.
Don’t forget to clearly mark the recipient(s) name and delivery address. Harry and his
family have very kindly agreed to receive the presents again this year. In order that they
don’t get disturbed too much please keep to the times stated. Please remember that
everyone who helps organise and deliver the Christmas presents does so on a voluntary
basis.
If you have any questions or queries please contact me via email at
suffolkpunchtrust@hotmail.com or phone on 07841-778658 (evenings only) or phone
Harry on 07796-795774.
If you are new to the village and this is your first Christmas with us, firstly you are very
welcome, and we would love you to join in. It is great fun not only for the children but
also for the big kids at heart. If you have a new neighbour who has moved to Hollesley
or Oak Hill since last Christmas please tell them about Father Christmas. Be
warned: Father Christmas starts his deliveries early so that he, the helpers and the horses
can get back in time for their Christmas lunch. Hopefully the weather will be kind with
no heavy frost or snow. If there is bad weather; we will still be out there delivering the
presents but with the tractor, as it would be too slippery underfoot for the very special
Suffolk Punch horses.
We are currently in the process of organising next year’s Open Day at the stud along
with many other events through the spring and summer. Please keep an eye out in
Village Voices for more details.
In response to those of you who have asked me, I will put a donation box on the cart on
Christmas morning. Thank you in advance for your contributions.
On behalf of Bruce, Tracey, the team at the stud, myself and our very dedicated team of
volunteers we wish you all a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year and I look
forward to seeing you on Christmas Morning. Tara Foy
We look forward to welcoming you on Christmas Day. You all do such a grand job and
put lots of smiles on the children’s faces. (Editor)
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Suffolk Punch Trust

Welcome William!

Suffolk Punch horses Charlie and Eric with Father Christmas on Christmas Day 2007
We are pleased to announce that Jane (nee Craigie) and Richard Baker have had a baby
son. William John was born on Brook Ward at Ipswich Hospital on Wednesday 15th
October. He was 6lb 9oz and is doing well. We all wish them the best.
Nick Mason

Baby William

Bettaprint Print & Design
A Family Run Business
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Full Colour Design & Print • Brochures • Magazines • Newsletters
Letterheads, etc & General Printed Stationery
Colour/Black & White Digital Copying Services
• FREE Delivery Service with in the local area

T: 01394 386628 • E. bettaprint@btconnect.com
1 Carlow Mews Church Street WOODBRIDGE Suffolk IP12 1EA
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Andrew Cassy

Boyton Village Bonfire

Boyton bonfire
We had another good turn-out and mild enough weather for this year’s fire to really get
alight. There was a clear sky to see all the fireworks – one a little closer than we would
have liked! Thanks to the Pipes for hosting another happy and successful event. We are
grateful too for everyone else who contributed towards the food, fireworks and firewood
which all helped to make it another enjoyable evening.
Andrew Cassy

Without Man

There must be some wild places
where writ of Man does not run,
where sun and seasons only come,
and timid, secret things may grow
that greed on greed shall never know
There must be some wild places
where writ of Man has no room
and God’s blind hand the only doom
as raindrops fall in forest glade
or blowing desert dust is laid
on wild and silent places.
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And you, who smooth the patterned parks,
is there no place within your hearts
as wild as those you sack?
Some unkempt corner where
a lightning bolt may strike a fire
and from the ashes black
a strange, new wilderness start?
There shall be some wild places.
P F Croome Hollesley
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Hollesley Parish Council
Community = Social, Local, yours to build and use together

Your Playing Field needs you!

Hollesley Parish Council is trying to gain funding to put some play equipment at Oak
Hill. We need some willing volunteers (young and not-so-young) immediately to help put
together a grant application before Christmas. If you have a little time to spare and wish
to help this worthwhile community project, please contact the Clerk asap for further
information.

Handyman still required

The Council is still looking for an enthusiastic volunteer ‘Handyman’ (with expenses
paid) to carry out general maintenance tasks around the village. This does not include the
Village Cemetery which is looked after separately.

Notes from 13th November

1.
2.

3.

4.
5.

Casual vacancy Two applicants had applied to fill the Casual Vacancy. Angela
Lawrence was elected and was warmly welcomed by the Council.
Outline Planning Permission has been granted for the Bushey Lane proposal
for 4 dwellings. Various objections have been received and the number of
dwellings has now been reduced to two. In principal the majority vote was for
this planning to go ahead although there were reservations that the two large
properties would seem to have exceeded the height limit. The PC will voice
their concerns to SCDC.
Village Hall and recreation ground – Oak Hill Playing Field. The grant for
this has not been approved and they are now preparing to apply in the second
round of grant applications and hope this to be successful.
Hollesley Primary School Christmas Draw. The PC approved a payment of
£100 to be donated to the school for this.
Next meeting will be 11th December at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.

Winter – and the moss in
your lawn has probably
never been worse!

Sunless and damp midwinter suits the moss very
well, and it will spread into bare patches as there
is little competition from the lawn grasses at this
time of year. There are about 1,000 species of
mosses and liverworts – their close relations – in
Britain, and they are a very ancient group of
plants indeed. Mosses flourish in shaded places,
and can be seen at their best – and in great
variety – in the local forests now.
Laurie Forsyth
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Mossy lawns follow a wet summer
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