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December diary
Regular events
Mondays

Elly Lloyd 412053

Yoga, 7.30pm, Hollesley Village Hall

7

th

Tuesdays 1 , 15
st

th

8th

Mothers’ Union, 1.30pm, Bawdsey Village Hall

Pat Fleetwood 410409

Welcome Club, 2pm

Marian Collins 411262
Gina Forsyth 411727

Womens’ Institute, 7.30pm

8 , 22

Hollesley Bay Day Centre

8th, 22nd

Mobile Library

th

nd

Wednesdays

Chris Andrews 411126

Badminton, 8pm

Thursdays

Julie Jolliffe 410483

Judo Club

Kerry Simoes 411603

Parent & Toddler Group

10th

Hollesley Parish Council Meeting 7.30pm

17

Mobile Police Station, 8.30-9.45am

th

Sundays 6th

Noelle Gore 411032
Nick Mason 411150

Suffolk Wildlife Trust Working Party, 9.30am

6th

Boyton Table Tennis, 3–5pm

Dates for your diary
Thursday Dec. 3rd

Copy deadline January Village Voices

Thursday Dec. 3rd

Hollesley Players ‘Let’s Celebrate Christmas’, 7.30pm

Friday Dec. 4

th

Hollesley Players ‘Let’s Celebrate Christmas’, 7.30pm

Saturday Dec. 5

Boyton Coffee Morning and Local Book Sale, 10.30am–12.30

Saturday Dec. 5

Hollesley Players ‘Let’s Celebrate Christmas’, 2.30pm & 7.30pm

th
th

Sunday Dec. 6

Hollesley School Christmas Fair, 2–4.30pm

Sunday Dec. 6

Christmas Concert at Alderton Church, 4pm

Saturday Dec. 12

Coffee Morning and sale of Christmas Crafts
Bawdsey Village Hall, 10am-12

Saturday Dec. 12th

Sing along with Santa in aid of Tower Appeal
Hollesley Church, 6.30pm (411517)

Sunday Dec. 13th

Carol Singing at The Garage, Hollesley, 6pm

th
th
th

Tuesday Dec. 15th

Hollesley School Performance, 1.45pm

Tuesday Dec. 15

Hollesley School Trumpets, 6.30pm

Saturday Dec. 19th

Hollesley Refuse Collection (instead of Monday 21st)

th

Monday Dec. 21st

Carol Singing,The Street (see page 10 for details)

Tuesday Dec. 22nd

Carol Singing, Oak Hill and Shingle Street

To have your event listed here, please contact
Debbie Pipe on 01394 411976 or email diary@villagevoices.org.uk
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From the Editor
Hollesley villagers gathered at
the Church to pay their
respects to the fallen and those
involved in present conflicts on
the beautiful sunny morning of
8th November. Our thoughts
are with all our local troops
who will be away from home
as we celebrate Christmas in
our villages.
This month we are delighted to
feature two books of local
interest. Our new book of
walks from Village Voices will
be the ideal companion to help
us walk off the excesses of all
the good food we have
enjoyed. Untold Tales from the
Suffolk Sandlings by Valerie
Fenwick and Vic Harrup is a
major book packed with
history and stories from the
Remembrance at the War Memorial, Hollesley
Sandlings. Both books will
make ideal Christmas presents.
The Team at Village Voices would like to thank all those who distribute the magazine to
your door every month. We are grateful to all our contributors, to those who send in
photos and write letters and thanks to our advertisers who pay for the production of the
magazine. Wherever you read Village Voices, at home or abroad, have a wonderful
Christmas!
Helen Macleod
(Editor)
Cover photo: Winter Frost, by Angela Lawrence

IN THIS DECEMBER ISSUE
Walks book
School
Untold Tales
Rare birds
Red Poll calves
www.villagevoices.org.uk

p. 5
p. 6
p.13
p.19
p.24

CONTACT US
Editor Helen Macleod, Colyton,
The Street, Hollesley, IP12 3QU
Tel 411232
editor@villagevoices.org.uk
Advertising Mike Adams Tel 411422
mja@sandlings.co.uk
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Cheryl Grey

Dear friends,

Now- a new book to celebrate the landscapes
of the Deben Peninsula, just in time
for Christmas!
Debbie and Pauline at Shingle Street

What is your favourite view on the peninsula? It’s difficult, because there are so many.
For you, it could be that sudden explosion of light and water when you sweep around the
bend at Bawdsey Ferry and the racing Deben is suddenly revealed. Or it could be the
sight of Suffolk Punch stallions chomping for England in a sunlit pasture. It might be
lines of ragged pines skirting Shottisham farmland, or the shaded depths of Rendlesham
Forest. For me, the grassy summit of Burrow Hill gives one of my top three views:
marshes, grazing cattle, wildfowl, Butley River, saltmarshes, the distant glitter of the Ore,
and a stiff breeze off the North Sea. Perfect!
We have lived in Hollesley four years, and have noticed the quiet delight that everyone
has in the sandy farmland, swathes of heathland and the salty expanses of stony Shingle
Street. This place – your countryside – is very special, and I for one feel lucky – and
privileged – to be here. Debbie Pipe and Pauline Austerfield know the local tracks and
byways that link our villages and hamlets better than most: you will have seen their
regular Walks features in Village Voices.
The great news is that they have now selected 20 of their favourite
local walks and created a really useful book that you can drop in
your pocket when you set off on your next walk. (See the
advertisement on page 31)

Pauline Austerfield

20 Walks on the Deben Peninsula is enhanced by Pauline’s fine sketches of wildlife, local
landscapes and maps, and it guides you on circular walks from Hollesley, or Shingle
Street, or Boyton, across farmland and down tracks that you will have seen from your car,
but possibly not actually walked before. The Deben and Ore estuaries are our special
local gems, and there are walks on grassy seawalls flanked by saltmarsh where wading
birds feed. There are other walks through heather and birch across open heathland into the
pine forests where you can see deer and white admiral butterflies, and hear weirdly
churring nightjars. I’ve loved this area for 20 years, says Debbie, and walking is a great
way to get out there and enjoy it. This book is a perfect Christmas stocking filler!
Laurie Forsyth

www.villagevoices.org.uk

(To buy the book, see p.31 Editor)
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School Photo

School Harvest

Children on their way to Hollesley Church
By the time that you read this it will be
December and although it seems a bit odd
to be reading a report about harvest we
wanted to tell you how fantastic it was so
you don’t miss out on the next events
which you can come along and enjoy with
us. Our harvest festival was held in the
church in October. Years 5/6 went down to
the church a little earlier than the rest of
the school so they could set up their
trumpets and everything else before the
service.
As people gathered in the church the food
table grew more and more heavily laden
with the vegetables, fruit, tins and even
home made jam. This was probably the
most food we have ever received from the
children, parents and even the general
public! Once all the service programmes
had been handed out, everyone was seated
and we were delighted to see residents
from the Mary Warner Homes also.
Once everything was set up the service
began. It was packed full of singing,
poems, prayers and years 5/6 played their
December 2009 page 6

trumpets accompanied by Mr Alderton
their trumpet teacher. One song which was
‘All Things Bright and Beautiful’ was
started off with a solo by our very own
Georgia Donaldson and it was amazing
but this wasn’t rehearsed because she
decided to do it on that very morning. Last
year the verse was sung by the 4 girls in
years 5 and 6, this year it was sung by a
single year 6 girl and she did it like a pro.
Once the service had finished people left
the church and everything was gathered up
and taken back to school. We felt that this
year was a massive success because the
church was as full as we have ever seen it
and we really enjoyed feeling that we
were part of the community, so thank you,
everyone who made it, for supporting the
school! A week or so after the service we
received a card from one of the residents
of the Mary Warner Homes which said
that she really enjoyed it and it was very
moving.
Once the harvest church celebration had
www.villagevoices.org.uk

finished the parents and children strolled
up to school where a mouth watering
lunch awaited us. It was succulent roast
beef and homemade Yorkshire pudding,
with potatoes, carrots and cabbage. This
was all cooked by our wonderful cook
Mrs Beal. Some parents said that our
school dinners (cooked by none other than
Mrs Beal) were loads better than those
they used to have for their school dinners!
This is the third time we have invited

parents to lunch. The first time not so
many people came but the people that
came begged for another one, so naturally
being a wonderful school we invited them
and each time more parents came. This
time most of the school had a
parent/grandparent and Mrs Beal cooked
and served about ninety lunches! It was
really touching to see that so many people
had come to our harvest lunch to celebrate
our successful harvest.

So what’s next? We hope that you will be able to join us for some or all of
our Christmas events:
Christmas Fair - 6th December at school from 2 o’clock
Christmas performance – 15th December 13.45 at school
Hollesley Trumpet performance – 15th December 6.30 at school
Christmas church service – 18th December 9.30 in Hollesley Church

We hope to see you there!
School reporters: Georgia Donaldson and Sam Parkinson

Hollesley School
Christmas Fair

Sunday 6th December
2009 2pm - 4.30pm
We are holding our Christmas Fair this
year on Sunday 6th December. This is
always a really good event and our main
fundraiser for the year. There will be lots
happening on the day including a Grand
Draw with many prizes, childrens’ crafts,
hamper raffle, face painting, lucky dip,
independent stalls and much, much
more,and not forgetting a special visit
from Father Christmas. We will also be
serving refreshments during the
afternoon. Please come along and
support your local school
Tracey Hathway
(Friends of Hollesley School)
www.villagevoices.org.uk
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Helen Macleod

Canon David Lowe
wishes you a joyful Christmas!
A few incidents on a recent visit to Poland by the Rotary Club of Felixstowe have little to
do with Hollesley village. But I’m going to mention them all the same. Trying to leave a
bar, one member (not me) walked into and smashed a glass door. In the same bar another
person (yes, me!) left his glasses behind. They weren’t smashed but they might as well
have been.
Our coach broke down as we approached the former concentration camp of Auschwitz.
We spent a wet and miserable hour or so at the roadside waiting for transport to return us
to Krakow. The visit was aborted until the following day. My watch stopped the next
morning at precisely the time the new
coach set off for Auschwitz.
You may have been to Auschwitz and
Birkenau camp yourself. For me it was
the first time. It was appropriately a
biting cold day for such a chilling
experience. A girl called Anna, whose
own grandparents died in the gas ovens,
guided us around. Her soft, sad and
gentle voice helped us through these
emotional few hours as we meditated on
the depths of human depravity. There
were crowds of people visiting the
horrible place, including many young
Jews wearing Star of David shawls.
Particularly moving for me was to see the
cell occupied by the Polish priest
Maximilian Kolbe. He secretly celebrated
the Eucharist in his cell, where he was
killed by an injection of Phenol when he
gave his life in place of another.
What has the Rotary Club to do with
Hollesley? By the same token, what has
Auschwitz to do with Christmas?
Everything. The Christmas story is not so
Tree of Remembrance at Boyton. Christmas 2008
romantic when we consider the context,
for instance the killing of the innocent children for none other than political reasons. God
came in the person of Jesus his Son precisely to experience and redeem the total human
condition, both wonderful and horrendous. Whatever the plight of people, whatever our
own plight, Christmas says: God is with us, a force for good in the midst of evil.
Whatever your own circumstance, therefore, have a joyful Christmas.
February 2009
December
2009page
page88
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Boyton
11.00
P.F
All Age
Service.
3.00 pm J.A.
Light a Candle
Name a Star
Memory
Service
11.00
D.L.
Holy
Communion

Day
6th Dec
2 Advent
nd

th

13 Dec
3rd Advent

20th Dec
4th Advent

9.30
D.L.
All Age Holy
Communion

9.30
All Age
Service

L.C.

5.00 pm L.C.
Children’s Nativity
11.30 pm D.L.
Midnight Mass

24th Dec
Christmas Eve
25th Dec
Christmas Day

Hollesley
9.30
D.L.
Holy Communion

10.00
J.G.
Holy
Communion

Other Places
9.30 Alderton, Sutton
11.00 Bromeswell
6.30 pm Shottisham
9.30Bromeswell
11.00 Bawdsey, Shottisham
6.30pm Sutton, Ramsholt
(carol service)
9.30 Bromeswell
11.00 Sutton
3.00 Bawdsey
6.30 Alderton, Shottisham
4.00 Sutton
6.30 Bromeswell
11.30 Alderton, Shottisham
9.30 Bromeswell
10.30 Bawdsey
11.00 Sutton
11.00 Bromeswell,
Bawdsey, Ramsholt

9.30
D.L.
All Age
Communion
Ministers: D.L. Canon David Lowe L.C. Reader Lydia Calvesbert
P.F. Elder Pat Fleetwood J.G. Rev J. Giles
27th Dec
st
1 Christmas

Have you a Loved One to remember, especially at Christmas?
On 13th December you can light a candle and name a star to put on
our Christmas tree at our annual Memory service. (See photo)

WEEKDAY SERVICES
Wednesday
12pm Sutton

1st Thursday
3pm Glebe House, Hollesley, Evensong

3rd Thursday
10.30am Glebe House, Holy Communion

4th Friday
2pm Mary Warner Homes, Communion

1st Wednesday
1.30pm Colyton, Hollesley, Prayer Group
www.villagevoices.org.uk

Church Contacts
Team Rector:
Revd David Murdoch, 01394 450336
Hollesley Churchwardens:
Fred Stentiford, 01394 411469
Pat Shannon, 01394 411214
Boyton Churchwardens:
Malcolm Fleetwood, 01394 410409
Isobel Lilley, 01394 411409
Tower Captain:
Alan McBurnie, 01394 411517
December 2009 page 9

Past Times

Photo supplied

Does anyone know anything about this Christmas Fancy Dress Party? When was the
photo taken? Are you in it? Please write into Village Voices and tell us about it.

Hollesley village carol singing
Meet at 6pm on
Mon. 21st Dec.
Tues 22nd Dec.

Area
The Street
Oak Hill

Contact
Joan Butcher 411689
Di Whitney 411236

Tues 22nd Dec.

Shingle Street

Les Andrews 411642

Meet at
Duck Corner
Notice Board
New Circle
Martello Tower
Car Park

We need at least six singers per group each evening if we are to cover the whole of a
particular area, so do please come and join us. The more voices the merrier! A torch
would be very useful. Proceeds will be divided between St. Elizabeth Hospice, and
Hollesley Church. Unfortunately we are only able to cover part of the village this year
due to advancing years and other commitments, but if anyone feels they can gather a few
singers together to cover another route, I have collecting boxes and carol sheets available,
so please get in touch.
Joan Butcher

Carol singing at the Garage too!
13th December, by kind invitation of Richard and Selena. Details on p.15
December 2009 page 10
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Village Voices success!
This is our 50th issue – and we need your help
Since its launch in November 2005, your village magazine has gone onwards and
upwards. From its original 24 pages, each issue now runs to 36 pages – and last month it
hit 40 pages! The reasons for its success? You, the reader, and the words and
photographs that you contribute, and you, our advertisers who make the magazine
financially viable. And then there are all you kind people who distribute Village Voices
far and wide. And the Hollesley website that takes the online magazine around the world.
Helen Macleod edited this issue, and Rob Claxton edited the mammoth 40-pager last
month. They share the editor’s role, and the two of them have produced all 50 issues
since 2005. They find it interesting: they find it stimulating, and they find it challenging!
It does however take a lot of their time, and we need to find two reinforcements for the
small team of volunteers that meet once per month to plan Village Voices.
Like you, they have family and commitments, and we are now urgently seeking people to
occasionally help with the important voluntary roles of assistant editor, and assistant
advertising manager. If you have basic computing skills, we can give you training. We
would love to hear from you. (Contact details p.3)

www.villagevoices.org.uk
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Untold Tales from the Suffolk Sandlings
by Valerie Fenwick and Vic Harrup
This beautifully produced
and lavishly illustrated
hardback book has been
published just in time for
Christmas and will make an
ideal present for anyone
interested in the Sandlings
and its historical
background. Valerie
Fenwick and Vic Harrup
are local historians whose
names and work over many
years will be known to our
readers. They have delved
into old manuscripts, talked
to elderly residents and
extensively researched the
area.
The book tells the story of
the past glories of Butley
Abbey, Sudbourne and
Rendlesham estates, the
buildings and the people
who lived in them. Orford
castle and town and smaller
places like Alderton,
Boyton and Wantisden all
have a story to tell. Fascinating insights are revealed of the lives of the rich landowners,
but also of their servants and ordinary people. There are the histories of the mills and old
pubs and many anecdotes and stories are found in easy-to-read text boxes within the
pages bringing the reader right down through the centuries to the present day.
Staverton, The Clumps, the greens, Burrow Hill, Butley oysters, and the marshes are all
here. The story is told of Boyton’s fine clay and later the Coprolite rush, farmers and
craftsmen, even the smugglers. The churches and especially the chapels of the area give
an insight into their importance in years gone by.
You can keep this book by you for reference, or dip into it to read a few anecdotes at any
time. The authors are to be congratulated that their hard work over many years has
culminated in such a splendid book of untold tales, many told for the first time, which
make fascinating reading for readers of Village Voices.
Helen Macleod
www.villagevoices.org.uk
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Sing along with Santa
A Festival of seasonal music led by Chris
Robinson and the Deben Eight singers
Come and join in the fun evening at
Hollesley Church
6.30 pm Saturday 12th December
Adults £5 Children £2
In aid of the Tower Restoration Fund
Raffle and Refreshments
Tickets available from Hollesley Post Office
Counter, Peter Harper 411355 or Alan
McBurnie 411517 alan@mcburnie.co.uk

Christmas waste
collection
The week of Christmas : Beginning
Monday 21 Dec collections are all
advanced by one (working) day Monday 21 collections will be made on
Saturday 19 Dec, Tuesday 22 on
Mon 21 Friday 25 Dec on Thurs 24.
The week after Christmas :
Will be collected on the usual day
Monday 28 (Boxing Day Bank Holiday)
will be on 28 - BUT the exception is Friday 1 Jan 2010 will be collected on
Saturday 2 Jan.
Michael Porter

Hollesley Tower
Appeal

Then just as we resumed ringing, an
improvement in the weather brought a flow
of visitors during the afternoon. Everyone
was able to have a turn at ringing a bell
The winning numbers in the October 200
with supervision, members of the local band
Club Draw were 23, 57, 68, 1.
were able to demonstrate ringing all eight
bells and Alan explained exactly what
A big ‘thank-you’ to all who braved the
ringing is about and what makes it such a
rough weather and made it to the Tower
Open Day on 1st November. We had a few fascinating activity to be involved with. We
were also able to show a recording of the
visitors early on, mainly from the
congregation immediately after the morning BBC ‘Inside Out’ programme featuring
Hollesley bells and ringers, broadcast about
service, but then the heavens opened!
twelve months previously. As promised
However that enabled us to fix a CCTV
cups of tea were available (and cake - thank
camera so that the bells could be seen in
action without having to climb even more you Jane and Kathy). Our visitors seemed
to enjoy the experience, so if you too would
stairs.
like to find out what it's all about, come and
Whilst we were waiting for the rain and
join us any Friday evening for 7.00pm
wind to abate, we attempted to ring a
onwards and you will be made most
quarter peal, but we stopped early due to
welcome. (Can't guarantee the tea and cake
the very welcome arrival of Sam's mum
though!)
with flasks of hot soup. Many thanks, Pat.
Peter Harper
www.villagevoices.org.uk
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Your Letters – keep writing, we do enjoy your news and views
Dear Editor,

Helen Macleod

As usual I settled down to read the latest
Village Voices from cover to cover and
was most surprised to read about my home
address in the article, ‘Evacuation and
Return from Shingle Street’ by Sarah
Margittai.
With my husband Karl, I am now the proud
owner of 1 Woodbridge Walk.
I would be interested to learn more about
the history of this house and more than
happy to be contacted by previous
occupiers. I already have an aerial photo of
the house and garden taken in 1971. If
anyone has any information (especially
photos) please contact
Helen Saagi, Hollesley or Karl on 411443
or helen@ecomedley.com.
Dear Editor,
Boyton stained glass window
I've just seen the October edition of Village
Voices and couldn't believe what I saw.
There was a letter from a lady called
Heather Rumney, concerning her family
who lived at The Run in Hollesley. I have
been researching my family history for
several years now and all the names she
mentioned in her letter are in my family
tree.
Is it possible to be put in touch with
Heather, as she appears to have the same
family line.
Steve Malster, Bury St Edmunds
Dear Editor,
We visited Boyton and I noticed that the
beautiful stained glass was presented in
memory of the rectors.
December 2009 page 16

I am trying to trace my family from your
area, and note that my great-great
grandmother was listed as a servant in the
1851 census, with William W. Aldrich,
rector, aged 50 as head of house. She was
Eliza Hunt aged 25 and married, with Eliza
Hunt aged 6 a visitor, presumably her
daughter.
The younger Eliza Hunt married Walter
Sharman and became the "adoptive"
mother of my grandmother, Florence Eliza
Sharman (supposedly born Lady Day 25th
March 1876). Nobody in the family knows
the true origins of Florence Eliza Sharman,
but she told a cousin that she was visited
once a year by ‘two ladies in fur hats, who
took her on a cruise and then left her with a
www.villagevoices.org.uk

pair of gloves’. An uncle in the sixties
seemed to find evidence that she ‘was
found on the beach’, but unfortunately
nobody wanted to discuss this at that time,
and he has since died.
While alive our grandmother told my
cousin that she had been adopted, and she
told me that she was the only child in the
village allowed to ride on the pony and trap
with the vicar's daughter. She also
mentioned a Captain Baker, also without
details, and at 13 years old I didn't like to
quiz her.
Editor
To the
Voices
e
Villag

The family
eventually
moved to the
East End of
London, some
time before
1870, but I
feel that
Florence
Eliza's true
origins are from Hunts or Sharmans in
Suffolk. My mother remembers visiting
her mother's relations in Woodbridge in an
old house opening directly onto the street.
Later censuses give various birth places in
London for her, perhaps to cover up true
details of her birth. However, in the 1911
census, her ‘mother’ wrote ‘none’ in the
column asking for number of babies born
alive. So this backs up the adoption story.
Is there anyone in the area who knows any
likely stories to coincide with what we
know, or has St. Andrews Church any old
paperwork that might include a clue? It
would be so satisfying to find even one
small detail of her origins.
Barbara Hague
Petersfield, Hants.
www.villagevoices.org.uk
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More rarities fly into The Peninsula

Matthew Deans

Where are they now?
An even rarer bird turned up at Shingle
Street on October 19th. Pied Wheatears are
supposed to breed in the Middle East and
then migrate south down to East Africa via
Jordan. This juvenile had come in
completely the wrong direction – probably
due west. It was found on the shingle just
south of the Battery and was busy all day
feeding, using the Sea Kale and Yellowhorned Poppy plants as lookouts to search
for insects. It was really quite unfazed by
the interest being shown and at one point
landed within two metres of me. My
camera was pointing in the wrong
direction as usual! By the next day it had
moved on. Which way did it go?

Many of you will have heard of the Glossy
Ibises that turned up in our area at the end
of September. A water bird with a long
curved beak, and they are quite a rarity in
Britain. None of our birds were adults,
however, with that beautiful metallic sheen
that gives them their name. A number
turned up in Wales first and were identified
as having come from the Coto Donana in
the south of Spain by the rings that some
of them had on their legs. They had come
the wrong way! After Wales they split up
and then some were seen in
Cambridgeshire. Following that PJP –
that’s his ring number – was identified on
the Hollesley Marshes RSPB area. Quite a
journey? From there he moved to Boyton
RSPB where he was joined by another and
then a week later by a third. How do they
all find each other after having separated?
www.villagevoices.org.uk

Nick Mason

Glossy Ibis

Pied Wheatear
We are looking forward to Rob Duncan’s
article on Bird Ringing coming to Village
Voices in the New Year. Hopefully he will
answer some of the questions about these
birds and others. Nick Mason
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Gina Forsyth

Hollesley WI

The popular cake stall outside Hollesley shop
This year being the 90th anniversary of the
inauguration of the WI in this region it was
mooted that a choir of 90 voices should be
formed to mark this, culminating in two
carol services – one at Blythburgh Church
and another in Ipswich. Five Hollesley WI
members have elected to be part of this
choir and will be singing at both venues.
A Christmas shopping coach trip to
Norwich was arranged for early November,
as well as one to the very popular
Thursford Christmas Spectacular, and the
committee announced that for our
Christmas Party this year they will be
cooking dinner for us all in the Village
Hall.
The fun of running a B & B was the topic
of our speaker for the evening. Christine
Griffiths reminisced on 13 years as a
landlady in Colchester with many
anecdotes to relate. She surprised us all
with the fact that in one year she
December 2009 page 20

entertained 450 people between mid June
and September – a lot of beds to change
and breakfasts to cook!
The subjects of climate change and coastal
erosion were addressed at a day’s seminar
in Ipswich with the speakers, John Taylor
and Bill Parker – both from Suffolk
Coastal. The speaker at a group meeting in
Bromeswell was Lynne Mortimer from the
East Anglian Daily Times.
Our knitters have been busy and 50 more
hats have been handed over for the troops.
The cake stall held on the forecourt of the
village shop raised the grand total of £93.
The money goes towards the refurbishment
of the kitchen at our HQ in Ipswich. It will
be used for courses aimed at encouraging
young mothers to cook.
Merry Christmas from Hollesley WI
Julie Kitson
www.villagevoices.org.uk

Shepherd and Dog Darts
On October 14th we had a home fixture
against league champions, and our nemesis,
Woodbridge Football Club. Whereas we
have strengthened our side Woodbridge
have lost a couple of key players. The
Shepherd captain, Carl Lennard, got us off
to a good start, winning 2- 0, followed by a
narrow win for Phil Knights, 2 – 1. J
Copping, G Creed, S Copping and R
Wright then completed the rout all winning
2 – 0. R Wright included a 180 in his game.
In the ladies’ match Jeannette was again
unlucky losing 1 – 2. Having won the
match in the singles we were able to give
Kyle Wright (14 years) a game in the
doubles. He played with G Creed and they
won 2 – 1. In the other games J Copping
and R Wright won and C Lennard and S
Copping lost.
A week later we travelled to Woodbridge
British Legion who like the Shepherd had
won their first two matches by the same
scoreline (7 – 2 and 8 – 1). Richard Wright
played first and had a narrow victory
followed by Garren Creed who narrowly
lost. The Copping duo (father and son) both
recorded victories maintaining their 100%
records. Phil Knights lost and Carl Lennard
won giving us a 4 -2 lead at the break. The
Legion do not have a lady player so
Jeannette was awarded a 2 – 0 win. R
Wright and J Copping were drawn in the
doubles and narrowly lost followed by S
Copping and P Knights losing by the same
score. So the captain and G Creed had to
step up to win the match which they did
convincingly 2 – 0. The match was won 5 –
4 and put the Shepherd at the top of the
league.

www.villagevoices.org.uk

On November 4th we played at
home against Leiston Con Club.
R Wright, G Creed and J
Copping won their games but
the other three were lost
giving a 3 – 3 scoreline at the
break. In the ladies’ game
Jeannette has still to produce
her proper form and again
lost 2 – 0. Matthew Lennard
replaced P Knights for the doubles. R
Wright and J Copping won 2 – 1 the latter
scoring a 180. Their winning leg was 180,
140, 85 and a 96 checkout. Impressive
stuff! Next up were C Lennard and S
Copping who again were well beaten 2 – 0
and giving a 4 – 4 match score. G Creed
and M Lenard did not disappoint in the
final game and came away with a 2 – 0
victory. Match result 5 – 4. The Shepherd
now has a 100% record in the league and
are clear at the top of the table.
Carl Lennard

THE HOLLESLEY PLAYERS PRESENT

Let’s Celebrate Christmas
Singing, Dancing and Sketches.
Come along, make up a party and
have some fun!

There are performances at 7.30 pm on
the 3rd, 4th and 5th of December and a
matinee at 2.30 pm on Saturday 5th.
TICKETS £6 FOR ADULTS AND £3 FOR CHILDREN
UNDER 14. ON SALE AT THE HOLLESLEY
VILLAGE STORES, ALDERTON STORES AND
FROM THE BOX OFFICE TEL: 01394 411079.
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The Royal British Legion Poppy Fund
This year's total of £1232.52p is a record collection from Boyton, Hollesley and Shingle
Street, and over £100 more than last year. A big thank you to all those who gave so
generously, and a special thank you must go to all who so valiantly gave their time to
visit 'house to house' - sometimes calling more than once!
The total for the Peninsula is £2772.35p, and this is an excellent result which will go
towards helping The British Legion (founded in 1921) to provide financial, social and
emotional support to millions who have served, and are currently serving, in the Armed
Forces, and their dependents. Many thanks everyone.
Pat Shannon

Peninsula Bowls Cup
The Peninsula Bowls Cup is an annual
event between the three Bowls clubs
in our area – namely Alderton,
Hollesley and Sutton.
The format, as usual, is that
each team plays the others twice.
Results:
Hollesley 1.5
Sutton 1
Alderton 7
Hollesley 1.5
Sutton 0
Alderton 6

Sutton 5.5
Hollesley 6
Sutton 0
Alderton 5.5
Alderton 7
Hollesley 1

Well done Alderton, for taking the trophy and the bragging rights for the next year!

Alderton
Hollesley
Sutton

Played Won
4
4
4
1
4
1

Drawn Lost
0
0
0
3
0
3

Points
25.5
10.0
6.5

Roy Clark

Coming Home, the film by Mutt and Jeff

Following local filming during the summer this long-awaited film for the deaf will be
shown at Hollesley Village Hall on 9th January, 7.30pm followed by hot dogs, tea, coffee
and cakes. Tickets £5, from Isobel Lilley 411409, Di Barnard 411079, and Hollesley shop.
Isobel Lilley
www.villagevoices.org.uk
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Pearl Simper

Red Poll calves at Moors Farm

The Red Poll calves
In 2005 my son Jonathan and I bought
Moor’s Farm, Hollesley from the Prison
Service. It was formerly the prison’s farm
pig unit, although the buildings had not
been used for ten years. The Prison
authorities had totally rebuilt Moor’s
Farm, and only the brick stable remained
from the days of the former Hollesley
Colonial College. I wondered who Mr
Moor had been. Nobody I spoke to had
ever heard of him and the nearest
candidate I have found so far is the
Marquis of Hereford’s steward in the late
eighteenth century. The Marquis, of
Sudbourne Hall, appears to have owned
parts of Hollesley at that time.
We let some of the buildings out as
workshops and divided the land in half.
We hedged our bets and have a foot in
both agricultural camps. The top land is
devoted to producing food for the
supermarkets and the lower grass marshes
have been entered into the organic scheme
December 2009 page 24

on which we have a small beef suckling
herd of Red Polls. These red hornless
cattle are the native Suffolk breed and at
one time were nearly extinct.
We already had a Friesian-cross cow and a
Red Poll, from Helen Wyles’s unique herd
at Coddenham, which had been my
grandson Harry’s pets. When he was eight
he amazed us by asking for a cow that he
could milk. This liking for cattle seems to
be firmly embedded in our genes. We have
distant ancestors who were cattle dealers
in Debenham. My grandfather at
Charsfield loved cows and my father
worked up the Bawdsey Herd of British
Friesians. I have always preferred animals
to monster machines, although I am very
well aware the monsters make the money.
Our second batch of Red Polls arrived
from Lincolnshire in August 2005. We
have not bought a bull, but borrow one
from other breeders. The herd runs out all
www.villagevoices.org.uk

the year around, accept in bad weather in
the winter when we bring them up into the
barn yard. The calves are born in the
summer, and seem to attract interest
running out on the marshes, but we don’t
fatten them up for meat, although we would
like to sell organic meat locally. Instead we
sell them to other Red Poll breeders to
fatten up for an organic farm shop at
Wenhaston.
When we took over the farm we had a bird
survey that showed that ‘everything is there
that should be’ – in fact a normal piece of
countryside on the Suffolk coast which we
have not altered. I also asked the Suffolk

Archaeology Unit for their report on the
land. The name ‘The Ham’ on the
adjoining RSPB marshes beside Barthorp’s
Creek suggests an Anglo-Saxon settlement.
Ham meant home, but there is no sign of a
settlement. Suffolk Archaeology found no
evidence of Hollesley Haven. As we walk
daily over the grass to visit the cattle, there
appear to be two traces of a creek going up
towards Hollesley Church, but land on the
other side has long since been ploughed
and levelled so that it has not been
possible to do a detailed map of the creek.
Robert Simper

Shingle Street Coastguard

Helen Macleod

Hi once again,
just one incident to report on this
time.
On 18th October at 1000 called to
Dunwich where ordnance had
washed up on the beach. The
Bomb Disposal Unit from
Portsmouth attended and we
formed an exclusion zone. The
device was found to be a 3.5 inch
World War 2 mortar shell but
after close inspection it was found
Coastguard cottages
to have been fired.
We have recently had a change of personal in the team. Sadly, Dave Ward has left. He
has been replaced by Andrew Cappel. On December 1st we will also be saying goodbye
to Steve Bark as he is moving to Felixstowe and joining the team down there, so no
doubt we will cross paths from time to time. Steve's departure will leave a vacancy at
Shingle Street so if anyone is interested in joining please contact station officer Pete
Sproxton on 01394 411939.
That's it for this time, so on behalf of the team at Shingle Street I would like to wish all
readers a very Happy Christmas. Until next time, safe passage.
Roy Clark
www.villagevoices.org.uk
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Magic for all ages – everyone is welcome!
Tuesday, January 5th, 2pm – 4pm,
Hollesley Village Hall
The Welcome Club is pleased to announce that the New Year
will be welcomed in with a magic show by Colini the Wizard
(Member of the Magic Circle and past President of the Ipswich
Magical Society). There will be 45 to 60 minutes of Magic with
audience participation.
As the children of Hollesley School often come to entertain us, we are
inviting them to come FREE with one adult (or responsible High School child). It is a
Professional Development Day at school, so the children will still be on holiday. Also, we
will be very pleased to welcome any other local residents, but we would ask every adult
present to pay £1, which is our usual membership entrance fee. This will include
refreshments of tea/juice and biscuits.
Why not come and join the fun? You will be really welcome
Marian 411262 and Di 411079

Mother’s Union

Our November meeting was well attended, enabling us to plan our Christmas Lunch
meeting. Our Christmas party is a joyful occasion with plenty of food and beverage to
accompany the singing of carols and the Christmas readings by members and guests (Jane
usually has a very funny reading to help with the merriment ). Having organised that we
moved on to next year’s programme of dates and suggestions for speakers. We attempt to
make the year as exciting as possible with good variety.
Two of our members attended Bredfield Mother’s Union Branch for the Deanery meeting.
This was a great afternoon with a wonderful spread for teatime and a very hilarious talk by
Roy Tricker. Those who have heard him before will know how good he is. We hope to book
him for one of our meetings next year and guests will be welcome. Hopefully it will be
announced in the Village Voices the month beforehand.
When you read this Christmas will still be about three weeks away but we wish you all a
very happy and peaceful Christmas. Until next time, God bless you all.
Pat Fleetwood Branch Leader
01394 410409

www.villagevoices.org.uk
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Skywatching - The lives of stars and men
The turn of the year towards winter brings the return of the bright and easily recognised
constellation of Orion the Hunter, striding up into the eastern sky during mid-evening in
December. Above Orion is the less obvious constellation of Taurus (the Bull), with its two
distinctive star clusters, the Hyades and the Pleiades.
To modern eyes the names given to many of the star constellations seem rather fanciful,
and they require us to stretch our imaginations. But skywatchers in all civilisations since
the beginnings of recorded history have projected images of animals, heroes, mythical
beasts and gods onto the heavens, to form the star groupings that we call constellations.
The movements of the stars and planets were believed to influence human affairs, and
great efforts were made to study the sky in order to divine the future.
However, we now know that the lives of stars and men are connected more directly in
other ways. Current theories tell us that
the early universe was composed almost
entirely of hydrogen. This first began to
condense into galaxies and then within
the galaxies the stars began to form. As
the stars evolve they gradually burn up
their hydrogen and convert it into
heavier elements. At the end of their
lives some stars eventually become
unstable, and blow themselves apart
in a stupendous explosion called a
supernova.
In this explosion enormous
Hubble Space Telescope Image of the Crab
temperatures and pressures are
Nebula – Remnant of an Exploding Star
generated, and it is in these extreme
conditions that the elements heavier than iron (i.e. copper, zinc, iodine) are created. A
huge expanding cloud of dust, gas and stellar debris is flung out into space, and this
material will later become the starting material for another generation of stars and planets.
When we look about us it may be difficult to realise that all the chemical elements of our
earth and everything around us were created inside a stellar explosion before the birth of
our own solar system. We can think of the stars as factories that manufacture the chemical
elements of the universe, and then distribute them into the far reaches of space.
Take a look at your finger. On the surface you will see skin cells; these typically have a
lifetime measured in days – new cells are continually created to replace the surface cells
that wear off. The cells themselves contain a huge range of molecules, which are used
and replaced continuously on a time-scale of seconds in order to sustain cellular
processes. But the elements of which these molecules are composed, (carbon, nitrogen,
oxygen) were created in the centre of a star that exploded before our own solar system
was born. The atoms in your finger are themselves at least 5 billion years old.
Ray Larsen
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From our Country Kitchen
Focaccia Bread
(From a recipe by Nigel Slater)
This is very easy to make and is much
nicer than the Focaccia you can buy.
It goes well with soup or salad and will
freeze well (6 - 8 portions.)
1 lb strong white bread flour
11/2 tsp. salt
1 pkt [7g] fast acting yeast
3/4 pint lukewarm water
Cornmeal
Olive oil

Foccacia bread
Coarse sea salt
Thyme or rosemary leaves
12”x9” roasting tin

1. Put the flour, salt and yeast into a
mixing bowl and slowly add the water,
stirring with a palette knife. You will
end up with a sticky dough. Turn it out
onto a floured board and using the
palette knife knead it incorporating
extra flour, until it stops being so sticky
and starts to resemble bread. This
should take about 5 minutes.
2. Wash and dry the mixing bowl, lightly
flour it and replace the dough. Cover
with cling film and leave to rise for
approx 40 minutes. If your kitchen is
cold, place the bowl in a larger bowl
with hot water in the bottom.
3. Lightly oil the baking tin and sprinkle

with cornmeal, which will keep the base
crisp and prevent sticking. Heat the
oven to 240 c gas mark 8.
4. Ease the dough out of the bowl into the
tin, using a palette knife and push it into
the corners so it covers most of the tin.
Replace the cling film and set aside for
20 minutes
5. With a floured finger, push several
holes into the dough, scatter over the
herbs and sea salt. Drizzle with olive
oil. Bake for 25 to 30 minutes until
brown and crispy.
Cool slightly on a wire rack and then ease
out of the tin with a knife. Serve warm.

Disposal of cooking oil

Pauline Austerfield

As you may remember, some very nasty blockages of the sewage pipes in Hollesley
resulted in raw sewage running through the village; cooking oil caused much of the harm.
All 18 of the Household Waste Recycling Centres operated by Suffolk County Council
can accept cooking oil for recycling into a unique fuel (LF100) which is used to generate
clean electricity.

Sale of local books including those reviewed in
Village Voices
Saturday December 5th, Boyton Village Hall 10.30 – 12.30pm.
Tea, coffee, cakes and raffle.

www.villagevoices.org.uk
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Hollesley Boy graduates
Patrick Cavanagh graduated on 3rd
November from Bournemouth
University with a BSc. Hons. Nurse
Practitioner.

We moved to Dorset in 2001 where
Patrick took up his first job as a
registered nurse in a stroke rehab
ward at Poole hospital. He went onto work
in Poole A and E began studying for his
degree. Patrick moved onto Dorset County
Hospital A and E before taking up a post
as Custody Nurse for Dorset Police. With
the near completion of his degree Patrick
was offered a post as an Anaesthetic Preoperative Assessment Specialist Nurse at
Dorset County Hospital, which is where he
now works.
Patrick worked very hard to achieve this
level of academic qualification and job
December 2009 page 30
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When I first met Patrick he was a
lorry driver, but he had decided that a
job working with people would be
more satisfying so he chose nursing
due to the many options it offered.
Patrick left Hollesley in September
1996 to move to Brighton. He began
working as an auxiliary nurse (Health
Care Assistant) first in Brighton
General and then Royal Sussex
County Hospital. We moved to
Middlesex where he worked in a
secure unit for adolescents with
mental health problems. At the same
time he began his studies, first A
Level Human Biology and then a
Nursing Diploma at Buckinghamshire
College.

Patrick on graduation day

satisfaction. He has dyslexia: his
experience of school was not a positive
one and he left education with few
qualifications. He is an inspiration. Also,
just recently, in August he became a dad!
Well done and congratulations! Never give
up and don’t stop taking risks!
Clare Cavanagh (wife of Patrick and
mum to his baby Olive)
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The Hollesley sewer saga
I arranged for a meeting to take place in my house to discuss the sewer odour with Mr
Minter from Anglia Water. Our District Councillor Rhona Sturrock and Sutton District
councillor Christine Block were also present along with local residents Mrs Jones from
Duck Corner and Terry from Silver Birch.
Mr Minter answered many questions. Some problems were the fault of Anglia Water. The
meeting was told that manhole covers could not be sealed and that vents across the
common would not work. We all felt the meeting had been worthwhile and I am to
contact Anglia Water again if the problem reoccurs. There has been no further odour for
just over a month.
The funny thing was that Mr Minter had to inform the office when he arrived, and he
received a call from them during the meeting. Just before he left he phoned the office to
let them know he was alright and had not been locked in a cupboard!
Jenny Friend (Parish Councillor)
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Boyton bonfire

Boyton’s annual bonfire was once more a spectacular event. Thanks to
John Carpmael for sending in this dramatic picture. (Editor)

Bettaprint • Design • Print • Digital
A Family Run Business
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Full Colour Design • Brochures • Magazines • Newsletters
Letterheads, etc & General Printed Stationery
Colour/Black & White Digital Services
• FREE Delivery Service with in the local area

01394 386628 • bettaprint@unicombox.co.uk
1 Carlow Mews Church Street WOODBRIDGE Suffolk IP12 1EA
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Local Contacts
Hollesley Village Hall Bookings

Christine Gillespie

411562

Boyton Village Hall Bookings

Val Murray

410117

Hollesley School

Lynne Wright (Headteacher)

411616

Welcome Club

Marion Collins

411262

Hollesley Womens Institute

Gina Forsyth

411727

Mothers Union

Pat Fleetwood

410409

Hollesley Players

Sharon Culley

01728 688446

Whist Drives

Jill Cocksedge

411108

Hollesley Bowls Club

Roy Winchester

411564

Indoor Bowls

Nigel Smith

411549

Youth Club

Diane Coates

411091

Hollesley Badminton Club

Chris Andrews

411126

Junior Soccer

Keith Banthorp

01473 737474

Judo Club

Julie Jolliffe

410483

1st Sutton Brownies

Sonja Patterson

420576

Hollesley Playgroup

Amanda Johnson

Hollesley Parent and Toddler

Kerry Simoes

411603

Emergency Planning Coordinator

Barry Towler

412009

Suffolk Link Bus

Sadie

Marine Life Rescue

Head Office

Hollesley Parish Council

Dennis Driver (Chairman)

411707

Noelle Gore (Clerk)

411032

Keith Lilley (Chairman)

411409

Alan Hall (Clerk)

411432

District Councillor

Rhona Sturrock

411082

County Councillor

Rosie Clarke

412178

Boyton Parish Council

Thames Coastguard

0845 604 1802
01825 765546

01255 673228

Community Police Officer

PC Andy Warne

Hollesley Commons

Nick Mason

Community Car Service

Janet Gardiner
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07947 887497

01473 613500
411150
01473 630866
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