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Dates for your December diary
Thurs 2
Fri 3
Sat 4

2.30-3.30

Peninsula Carers’ Group Hollesley Village Hall

2.00-4.00
10.30-12.00

Knit and Natter Sutton Memorial Hall
Boyton coffee morning Church Hall

Sat 4

Boyton Memories’ Service, St Anndrew’s Church
Christmas Craft Fair Suffolk Punch Trust

3.00
10.00-4.00

Sun 5

Christmas Tree Lights switch on and visit from Santa
The Swan, Alderton (see p.36)
Christmas wreath-making workshop Marsh Barn Café

Sun 5

4.00

Weds 8
(p.18)

2.00-4.00
6.00-8.00

Sat 11

2.00-4.00

Bawdsey Christmas Market Bawdsey Village Hall

Fri-Sun

11.00-dusk

Boathouse Café Bawdsey
Hollesley Carol Singing (please see p.17 for details)

Mon 20 - 6.00pm
Weds 22
Mon-Thurs 9.00-2.00
Sun 2
January

Poppy’s Café Rock Barracks (closed 20 Dec - 3 Jan)
Live stream Treasure Island
for children

3.00

Hollesley VH

Regular Events
Day

Time

Activity

Where

Who

Monday

2pm

Monday

6.30/7.40pm Pilates

Hollesley VH Sandy 410530

Tuesday Wk 1/3

2pm

Hollesley VH

Tuesday

6.45-8.45pm Indoor Bowls

Hollesley VH Rawdon 411459

Tuesday

9.30am

Hollesley VH

Wednesday

9.45 & 11am Pilates

Hollesley VH Sandy 410530

Wednesday
Wednesday
Thursday Wk 2
Thursday

6pm
2.00-4.00
7.30 pm

Hollesley VH Jacqui
Hollesley VH Rawdon 411459
Hollesley VH Jenny 412019
Hollesley VH glyn.chaplin@bt

5.45-7.15 (7.00
every 2nd Thurs)

Meet Up Mondays Shepherd & Dog Helen 411232

Welcome Club
Tai Chi
Youth Club
Indoor Bowls
Hollesley WI
Karate

Di 411079
Alan 420092

internet.com

Friday

11 am

Coffee Morning Shepherd & Dog

Friday

9.15 am

Yoga

Hollesley VH

Cathie 1728747001

Friday

6 pm

Yoga

Hollesley VH

Jane 07850994707

Sunday (last)

8 pm

Charity Quiz

Zoom

Nick 411150

Please email diary@villagevoices.org.uk with updates to this information.
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Jenny Maddock

From the editor

Nativity, Hollesley School - Mrs Maddock’s beautiful class of 1973!

Season’s Greetings, Everyone!
There is plenty for us to consider this month regarding climate change and
what we can do individually to help save the planet. Maybe you could send us
your ideas or photos? Various groups from Hollesley joined the Climate Change
march organised by Transition, Churches Together and the WI (see p.13).
There are lots of Christmas workshops, markets and activities for you to enjoy.
The Karate Club in Hollesley Village Hall has re-started and has room for new
members. If you are looking for a New Year activity - see all Events p.2!
Cheryl Gray
Cover photo:Les Andrews’ Christmas cake decoration by Cheryl Gray
Copy date is always the 10th of each month except Jan copy - 3 December
Please note that the opinions expressed in this magazine do not necessarily
reflect the views or policies of the editorial team.

Editorial copy:
Cheryl, Diane
editor1@villagevoices.org.uk
Copy on paper to:
Laurie Forsyth, 11A, Parsons Hill,
Hollesley, IP12 3RB
Tel: 01394 411727
www.villagevoices.org.uk

Advertising
Gerry Bathe
ads@villagevoices.org.uk
1 Rectory Road,
Hollesley, IP12 3JS
Tel: 01394 411376
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Local lives: Les Andrews - cake maker extraordinary
I’m sure that on some special occasion, most of us who live locally have tasted
one of Les Andrews’ delectable cakes. It was his mother who taught him how to
bake cakes but it was donkey’s years later before he made another!
When he was 21, Les emigrated to Canada
for three years to embark on a Hotel
Management course in Vancouver. He was
taught skills involving food, wine, flowerarranging and people management skills. He
recalls his first flower arrangement involving
100 red roses on the Cocktail Bar in the
Banqueting Hall involving a daisy-chain
effect down to the floor.

Cheryl Gray

He returned to England and worked for G. W.
Smith as an interior decorator. Eighteen
months after returning from Canada he met
Judith at a cousin’s wedding. They married
in 1970 at St. Mary’s Church, Woodbridge.

The joy of cake decorating!

In 1973, Les went to work in the Prison’s
Work Department, teaching groups of
prisoners decorating skills. They worked
inside and outside the officers’ houses at
Oak Hill and in the officers’ quarters.

During the next year, their first daughter, Kirsten, was born and Les made his
first cake as an adult - a hedgehog-shaped first birthday cake. This was later
followed by a teddy bear and a doll’s pram! The tradition then followed for their
second daughter, Danielle born in 1976. Now friends and family began
requesting cakes to be made for those special occasions and so it caught on.

Long may it continue, Les! Your joy in
cake-making shines through your many
creations and your artistry in decorating
demonstrates your skill and years of
experience. Thank you for making all
our celebrations so special!

Cheryl Gray

A wedding cake went to America: a
friend married here and wanted a
one-tier, rich fruit wedding cake, which
she packed in her suitcase and took
back to New York! Another three-tier
wedding cake covered in a hundred
forget-me-knots went to Holland!

Christmas cake design by Les

Cheryl Gray
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As autumn progresses Meet
Up Mondays has moved inside
at The Shepherd and Dog.
Around 25 folk enjoy a free
drink and chat on Mondays
from 2 to 4pm in the cosy
venue! Do come along. Later
this month we look forward to the Phoenix Handbell
Ringers who are coming to entertain us.
Our last Meet Up for the year will be 20 December when
we look forward to some mince pies and a singalong! Everyone is welcome!
Last month we had a visit from Tracey from
Connected Communities in Suffolk who told us
about a variety of help being offered to anyone
over 65. They work with individuals, volunteers,
communities and groups such as our Good
Neighbours. They will point you in the right
direction for any help you may need. Just phone
01284 334516.
Don’t forget, our Good Neighbours can also help with lifts to appointments,
collecting medication, shopping and other everyday needs. Someone will assist
you on 07707 850126. Do you need a lift? Phone 07707 850126 or 411232
Helen Lewis and The Good Neighbours’ Team

News from
Father Christmas

The Christmas cart has one address
for present drop-offs:
9, Boyton Road (20-23 Dec)

Please make sure all parcels
are well-wrapped and clearly
addressed so my naughty
helpers
and I can deliver
them down the correct
chimney! The route will start in
Hollesley village (6am) working
up to Oak Hill
Call Brian
Devine
07917690965
if you can help

The people of
St Andrew’s Church,
Boyton, warmly invite
you to Light a Candle
and Name a Star
in memory of a loved
one at their annual
Memories’ Service on
Saturday 4th December
at 3pm
All are welcome
at this quiet,
reflective service

See you bright and early on Christmas morning
www.villagevoices.org.uk
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David Friend Heating Services
Oil – Gas – LPG – Renewables
Service – Repair – Installation
Tel 01394 411839

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

07786 971425

Boiler Servicing Oil, Gas & LPG
Boiler Repairs
Landlord Safety Certificates
System Upgrades
Boiler Replacements
Complete Heating Systems
Oil Tank Installations
Power Flushing
Plumbing

10 year warranty on all Viessmann Gas Boilers
5 year warranty on all Grant Oil Boilers
10 year warranty on all Grant VortexBlue Oil Boilers

For all your vehicle requirements
Servicing and Repairs
All makes and models
Light Commercials
4x4
MOT
Car Sales
Tyre Fitting
Courtesy car
Car Collection

The Street, Boyton, Nr Woodbridge, IP12 3LH

Tel 01394 411712

Diagnostic Services
RMI ACCREDITED TO THE TRUST MY GARAGE SCHEME
QUALITY SERVICE COMPETITIVELY PRICED

Established over 30 years
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Cheryl Gray

Photos of the month

Poppy display,
Glebe House

Jean Dean

Daniel Ruffles

Poppy Day Postbox, Hollesley thank you!

Autumn mist on Hollesley Common

www.villagevoices.org.uk

Micro toadstool
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Church Letter
Dear Friends,
Is there room for difference in the inn of
our hearts?

Cheryl Gray

How did Mary feel on arrival in Bethlehem, as
a young, unmarried, heavily-pregnant woman
who had just had to journey about 80 miles
from her home? Tradition suggests that Mary
rode on a donkey, which Joseph led on foot, so
the journey would have taken at least four to
five days. Did Mary feel the hostile stares
directed towards her as an unmarried,
obviously pregnant, woman? Were the no
room at the inn responses that Joseph and
Mary encountered in Bethlehem true, or the
result of prejudice against her situation?

The Christmas story should cause us to pause
and to think about how we judge, talk about
and treat those who appear different to us or
who may simply have different views to us.
Stained glass, All Saints
Too often we can be tempted to believe that our
own world view is the only sensible and correct one to have, and that by default
those who think differently to us are somehow wrong. Whenever we do this, it
is the equivalent of us putting up the no room at the inn sign in our hearts, the
same sign Joseph and Mary encountered in Bethlehem over 2000 years ago.
The horrific murder of the MP David Amess in October provoked much media
comment about the need for the language of political debate and discourse to
be more respectful of different opinions and considerate of others, something
which David Amess, in fact, always displayed in his dealing with others. Yet the
same challenge also applies to us. It matters how we talk to, and about, people
we might disagree with in our own communities, workplaces and even in our
churches. It can be too easy for our language to become strident and
judgmental as we seek to prove that our view is right.

In this season of Advent, as we look forward to, and prepare for, Christmas, it is
a good time for us to do a spiritual stock-take, and to reflect on our own
attitude to difference and those we disagree with. As we do this, may we strive
to imitate the same compassion, grace and love towards others that Jesus was
to demonstrate in his earthly ministry. So that in our words and actions we may
be the compassionate light that shines through in the occasional darkness of
our world.
May you have a very happy Christmas and a peaceful New Year.
God Bless.
Giles,
Reverend Giles
Team Rector of the Wilford Benefice
Page 8 December 2021
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Date

Sun 5

Sun 12

St Andrew’s
Alderton

All Saints’
Hollesley

St Andrew’s
Boyton

Other Villages

11.00 Café
9.00 Holy
Sundae
Communion 6pm
Evensong

Sat 4
3pm
Memory
Service

11.00 Shottisham Morning Praise
6.30pm Ramsholt Carols by
Candlelight Service

6.30pm
Carol
Service

11am
Carol
Service
with band

11.00 Bawdsey
11.00 Sutton Christingle
Service
6.00 Shottisham

9.30 Holy
Communion
4.00
Reflection
and Song

Sun 19 8.00 Holy
11.00
Communion Holy
Communion

11.00 Sutton
3pm Bawdsey Carols
followed by refreshments
6pm Shottisham Carols

Fri 24

4pm Suttton Crib Service
9.30pm Shottisham
Midnight in Bethlehem

Christmas

Eve

11.30pm
5pm Crib
Holy
Service
Communion 11.30pm
Midnight
Service
11am
Family
Service

Sat 25

Church Contacts
Team Rector:Giles Tulk
01394 450610
revgileswtr@gmail.com

11.00 Bawdsey
11.00 Sutton
Christmas Eucharist

Unwrap the Wonderful Story
at All Saints Church Hollesley
On Christmas Eve at 5pm

Hollesley Churchwardens:
Ray and Gill Whiffin 410057
Alderton Churchwardens
Barry Vincent 411306
Jim Wyllie 411792
Boyton Churchwarden
Isobel Lilley
Lay Elders:
Pat Shannon 411214
Gill Whiffin
410057
Di Barnard
411079
Helene Berry 420012
Mel Spurling 420398
Judy Foulger 410254
Helen Shand 389013

www.villagevoices.org.uk

A great way to begin your celebrations
Come and sing your favourite carols
Everyone welcome, no-one is too old or
too young to hear the Christmas Message

Page 9 December 2021
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Adrian Smith
Painter & Decorator
Over 30 years’ experience
Interior & Exterior decoration

Professional local service
Wallpapering & murals

Hand-painted kitchens

01394 411540
07725 329421
adysmith.71@gmail.com
Hollesley, Woodbridge

Registered 2015

GW SMITH (Alderton) Ltd
BUILDERS & CONTRACTORS
Period Property renovation,
House and garden
maintenance

New Builds, Extensions,
Refurbishments, Cartlodges
ALL TRADES COVERED INCLUDING
Design & Planning Service, Brickwork,
Carpentry, Decorating, Electrics,
Plumbing and heating.

FREE ESTIMATE & ADVICE
01394 411314
gwsmithalderton@btinternet.com
14 The Street, Bawdsey,
IP12 3AJ

www.gwsmithbuilders.com
Established for over 50 years
Page 10 December 2021

Professional,
reliable, quality
service guaranteed
Internal and external
window cleaning
UPVC cleaning, fascias,
gutters, soffits and
conservatory roofs
Since 2015

Contact Sam 07886 234994
pristine-windowcleaning@mail.com

New Walks’ Book on Sale
A revised issue of the
local walks’ book:
20 Walks on the
Deben Peninsula
is back by popular
demand! Copies
will be on sale at:
Browser’s Bookshop £4.99
each
and McColl’s, Hollesley
www.villagevoices.org.uk
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Hollesley School - Harvest Festival

Contributed

On 18 October the whole school went to Hollesley Church to
celebrate the Harvest Festival. We took lots of food items to
the church food bank (which had kindly been donated by
friends and family), before taking our seats. Lots of excited
grandparents then joined us, wandering over from the school
having eaten a delicious lunch
with us all beforehand.
Firstly, Reverend Giles and Mrs
Wood opened the Harvest Festival
with a lovely introduction. Before
the Seals class sang Dingle
Dangle Scarecrow and the whole
school sang Harvest Samba. Then
the Dolphins sang Autumn Leaves.
Next we stood up and sang Easy
Children from the Otters class eagerly practising Peasy Harvest. Finally, the Turtles
their Harvest Prayers before Harvest Festival. class stood up and read acrostic

poems and the year 5 / 6 Otters read a number of thoughtful harvest prayers.

Last month, the whole school took part in our own memorial service to
remember those who had died in the First World War, and subsequent wars
since. We lined up around the playground (just before 11am) and paid our
respects by holding a two minute
silence. Ethan and Belle from the
Otters class then read from the
poems In Flanders Fields and For
the Fallen. We also used the week
leading up to Remembrance to
learn more about the history behind
this day, and to make our own
wreaths and poppies as symbols
of commemoration ...
At the going down of the sun and
in the morning …
We will remember them.
Daisy B, Scarlett and Sophie ...
www.villagevoices.org.uk

Contributed

Overall, it was a fantastic afternoon celebrating the wonders of nature and
thinking of how we can help those less fortunate than us. We hope the grandparents had an enjoyable time as much as we did and thank you again to you
all for coming to watch us. Here’s to another great Harvest Festival next year!

The whole school paid their respects to those
that died during WW1 and subsequent wars
with their own memorial service for
Remembrance Day.
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GLEBE HOUSE CARE HOME
LET US ADD SOME COLOUR TO THE
LIFE OF YOUR LOVED ONE
• Caring for adults over 65 years old
• Caring for adults under 65 years old
• Dementia
• Mental health conditions
• Physical disabilities
• Sensory impairments
• Residential care
• Dementia care
• Respite care
• Day care

WE HAVE ROOMS AVAILABLE TODAY
Glebe House Residential Care Home
Rectory Road, Hollesley, Woodbridge
Suffolk, IP12 3JS

Page 12 December 2021

01394 410 298
www.glebehousecarehome.co.uk

www.villagevoices.org.uk

Village Voices 1-20 Dec_vv 17/11/2021 21:46 Page 13

Earth matters
As I write this, the world is watching … will Cop26
be just words, or will the nearly 200 countries
present take radical action to avert the predicted
catastrophy of Climate Change?
Decisions about limiting fossil fuels and planting
many millions of trees have been made. Our
vehicles will all have to be electric from 2030.
Coal extraction will be fazed out by many
countries, although the biggest polluters plan to
continue as before.
Meanwhile ordinary people are trying to encourage their governments to listen
to them and act. There have been marches by young people, especially in
Glasgow. It is their future that is at stake. Older folk too
have taken to the streets to march in countries all over
the world in peaceful protest.

Helen Lewis

In Woodbridge a March was organised by Transition,
Churches Together and the WI. Around 300 people,
including at least 17 from Hollesley marched from
Whisstocks, via Elmhurst Park to Market Hill. Wildflower
seeds were sown, there were speeches, including from
the Mayor, and a prayer for Cop 26.

Woodbridge Climate March (Transition Woodbridge)

Helen Lewis 411232
18% raised so far
for solar panels

Many thanks to those, who have donated their
Winter heating allowance towards the solar panels. Ed

www.villagevoices.org.uk
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DISCOUNT PEST CONTROL

Windows

Doors

Conservatories

Roofline

:
Call

01473 400022

or visit

www.ironglaze.com

9 Fore Hamlet, Ipswich, Suffolk IP3 8AA
(Parking at rear in Back Hamlet, Ipswich IP3 8AH)
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Your letters
Dear Editor,
Wanted
Does anyone, farmer or private individual, have a sited polytunnel in the
Hollesley or surrounding area, unused or part used, that they would be willing
to give over to or share with me, a retired nurseryman, so that I can grow
flowering perennials to sell in order to raise much needed funds for a local
animal charity? I will be happy to restore/re-cover if you only have the
framework. Please email terryking13@hotmail.co.uk or telephone: mobile 07722 227212 or landline – 01394 412184. Thank you!
Terry King

Photography on the heath
We are truly blessed with some beautiful coastline and countryside here in
Suffolk. I've often taken walks around Sutton Heath and Upper Hollesley
Common, and on this particular morning, it was truly magical. As I arrived at
the common, the Autumn colour was alight with sunlight as it pierced through a
lovely layer of mist. It was a photographers dream.

Obliging goats posing on Hollesley Common

I love this time of year when the oranges and yellows just leap out at you, and
in the distance, coming towards me were a herd of goats. Unsure of how these
would react to my presence, I was somewhat cautious, to begin with.
However, they were very friendly and even posed for a couple of photographs.
These images are just a small selection of the morning, but I will no doubt be
back. More of my work can be viewed via danielianphotography.com
Daniel Ruffles
www.villagevoices.org.uk
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Tim Barnard
Beacon View
Rectory Road
Hollesley
07885 374410
tim.barnard9@aol.co.uk

Mastermind your financial future
We provide an experienced wealth management service
and offer specialist advice in a wide range of areas including:
• Investment planning
• Retirement/Pension Planning
• Inheritance Tax planning
• Protection planning
• Specialist Insurance
For further details contact Adam on

01473 232709

E-mail:adam.glencastle@sjpp.co.uk www.glencastlefs.co.uk
The Partner Practice represents only St. James’s Place Wealth Management plc (which is authorised and regulated
by the Financial Conduct Authority) for the purpose of advising solely on the Group’s wealth management products
and services, more details of which are set out on the Group’s website www.sjp.co.uk/products. The ‘St. James’s
Place Partnership’ and the title‘Partner Practice’ are marketing terms used to describe St. James’s Place
representatives.
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Peninsula Carers’ Support Group
The support group met on the first Thursday of
November and the nextmeeting will be on December
2 at 2.30pm at Hollesley Village Hall. It was decided
that meetings will provisionally be on the first
Thursday of each month.
A professional carer, Debbie, came to the most recent
meeting; for thosewould like to contact her, her
phone number is 07830 134887.
The group is a confidential place for the exchange of various sources of
support.These include, among others, equipment (the discussion was held of
stores that have pre-conditions of supply), applications for benefits and
emotional support. Help can also be given in filling in forms.
As carers, we sometimes experience times when we cannot discuss some
aspects of caring and the group can and does give this support.
If you are a registered patient with the Peninsula Practice and would like it to
be recorded on your medical record that you are a carer, please contacct the
Peninsula Practice on 01394 411641. You are most welcome to come and join
our meetings.
Margaret Alce

Hollesley Carol Singing
All welcome - the more the merrier
(hopefully)! We need at least six
singers each evening.
Please bring a torch.
Proceeds divided between St.
Elizabeth Hospice and All Saints’
Church, Hollesley. Hope to see you!
Monday
20 December

The Street

Meet at Duck Corner

6.00pm

Tuesday
21 December

Parsons Hill and the
Meadows

Meet at start of Parsons
Hill

6.00pm

Wednesday
22 December

Shingle Street

Meet at car park
Martello end

6.00pm

Joan Butcher
www.villagevoices.co.uk
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Marsh Barn Café & Farm Shop at
HMPPS Hollesley Bay
Situated by the track opposite the RSPB land

Come and try our
Combat2Coffee
hot drinks and
fresh homemade
bakes! Browse our fresh seasonal
vegetables and new range of homemade chutneys for December!
See our unique collection of
handmade garden furniture,
plant containers, hedgehog
boxes, bird tables & bird boxes
made from recycled pallets.

Feel free to have a coffee at the
coffee shop and look around.
We are open 10-2 weekdays
through December

Closed 23 Dec to 4 January
chloe.ballantyne@justice.gov.uk
Page 18 December 2021

Wreath making workshop
at Marsh Barn Café,
HMPPS Hollesley Bay

For all who wish to participate!
Weds 8 Dec 2:00 –400 or 6:00 –8:00pm
Come anytime to make your own wreath!
Help will be provided from our horticulture
instructor and an assistant.
All items are sourced from the estate.
Price will be £10 per wreath.
Mince pie and non-alcoholic mulled wine or
coffee/tea included
Limited availability please book your space
Resettlement.HollesleyBay@justice.gov.uk
www.villagevoices.org.uk
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Nature Note: let there be dark
I’m writing this on 1 November, when we have just changed the clocks and
plunged deep into darkness until 27 March next year. I wish we could just stay
with Summer Time myself, as the EU plans to do and as (little-known fact) we
actually did in Britain experimentally from 1968-71; but then the Scottish
farmers weighed in and said it was unfair to cows to change their milking
times. Why even tell the cows if they have a problem with it, I wondered at the
time, but maybe I was missing a point about circadian rhythms.

Contributed

These are the automatic systems that constitute our 24-hour body-clocks and
they manage all kinds of bodily
functions like sleep patterns,
mental alertness, cell
regeneration and brain-wave
activity. They are triggered by
changes from light to dark and are
called circadian from the Latin
circa diem about a day. All
animals and plants have them
– they control the precise timing
of things like hibernation,
Satellite picture of London by night
reproduction and migration. You
can watch some flowers literally closing down for the night as dusk falls.
We used to do that too, but in the last hundred years or so we have found two
ways of scrambling these control mechanisms. First, we can travel rapidly
through time zones, delaying the onset of night by five hours, for example, if
we fly to New York – hence jet-lag. Secondly, we are the only species that now
lives a good proportion of its life in artificial light, which we had never evolved to
do in the millennia before electricity arrived in every home – hence insomnia.
We’re also increasingly inflicting this insomnia on the natural world, through
light pollution in our big cities. It wasn’t a nightingale that sang in Berkeley
Square, it was almost certainly a robin, confused by the street lights into thinking that dawn had arrived. We read of baby turtles in Florida heading back up
the beach to certain death instead of following the light of the horizon down to
the sea. One study in the US estimated that some five million birds might die
each year from becoming disoriented in migration and colliding with tall buildings. And probably billions of insects perish in the glare of lights to which they
are irresistibly attracted, so in turn depriving insectivorous songbirds of their
usual food supply and further depleting their numbers too. As for glow-worms
and fireflies, forget it: the ingenious courtship signals developed over millions
of years of evolution are completely lost against the backdrop of skyglow.
Just look at this satellite picture of London by night.
over-lit … except Shingle Street, I hope.

Soon everywhere will be

Jeremy Mynott
www.villagevoices.org.uk
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Christmas Greetings from Les Andrews

A selection of Les’s cake decorations - photos by Cheryl Gray

Page 20 December 2021
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More of Les’s cake designs

All photos Les Andrews

www.villagevoices.org.uk
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Neil Smith
Interior and exterior
decorator
Local, professional and affordable

Decorating
Suffolk since
1982
FREE ESTIMATE
neil.smith128@gmail.com

Mob: 07884300708

Subscriptions
Do you know someone who would
like to receive
Village Voices?
Copies are available at a cost of £12
for 12 issues including postage
within the UK.
Overseas rates will be quoted.
Please send the recipient’s name,
address and telephone number with
a cheque for £12 payable to
Village Voices to:
Debbie Pipe, 4 Mallard Way,
Hollesley, Suffolk IP12 3QJ
Thank you

Chris Mann

Painter and paper hanger
27 years experience
For a free quote
please ring

01728 687438
07941 262663
Page 22 December 2021
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Our Dad, the story teller
We went to Southwold every August for three weeks and enjoyed happy
times in the beach hut and playing by the sea and every evening over
supper, our father, Peter, told us the next episode in that year’s story.
He loved writing and despite a very busy life running The Blue Cross, a
national animal welfare charity, wrote at least five novels. When he retired,
our mother was disappointed though not surprised to find he was writing one
more, Was There Ever Seen Such Villainy, based on memories of his
summer holidays in Cornwall. He had the great pleasure of seeing that novel
printed as a paperback.
We think The Letters was written at the end of World War Two, when he was
recovering from wounds received at Monte Casino and the copy we have was
typed on the back of sheets of telexed news reports.
The Magic Chatty and Upon The Other Side were written towards the end of
the 1940s, when he had started working for Our Dumb Friends League and
got married. Children’s stories were clearly on his mind.
We know of at least
one other novel, a long
thriller which he had
second thoughts about
and eventually burned.
It would be lovely to be
able to read that one
now!
He was born in 1920
and died aged 97 in
2018.

My brothers and I have enjoyed preparing The Magic Chatty and Upon the
Other Side as ebooks, paperbacks and hardbacks and they are available
on Amazon. We hope to publish The Letters in 2022.
Many thanks to the talented Jo Bradley of Boyton who has provided the
beautiful covers!
John Carpmael

www.villagevoices.org.uk
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Free Nursery places available

30 hours free weekly childcare for
all 3 and 4-year olds at Bawdsey
CEVCP School, in our Early Years
setting- in addition to these hours
there are free lunchtime sessions.
Sessions can start from their 3rd
birthday and do not need to wait
until the following term. We also
have spaces for 2-year olds;
sessions are 8.45-11.45 and cost £12.
Also at Bawdsey school…

•
•

•

Before and after school care is available from 8am until 6.15pm.
Come and join our thriving Baby and Toddler group. The children play in the
Nursery setting allowing you to have a cuppa and a chat with other parents,
carers and grandparents. Free - every Friday afternoon (term time only.)
Senior’s lunch sessions with the children - the 2nd Thursday of
every month during term time- only £3.47 for a two-course meal

Phone (01394) 411365 for more details

Robin Smith
Electrician
Part P
also light plumbing
No job too small

Home 01394 411879
Mobile 07748 378958
MT SAVAGE
•
•
•

CHIMNEY SWEEP
Fully insured * certificates issued
A very clean and professional service
Bird guards and cowls fitted
A complete range of chimneys,
stoves and fireplaces repaired

Kidz Kupboard
Unit 8, Rendlesham Mews,

Rendlesham, IP12 2SZ

New and nearly new baby and children's
clothes (0-12 yrs), maternity wear, nursery
equipment, toys, games and lots more
Open -- Tues & Wed 10-3 and Thur to Sat 10-4

Good Quality - Great Price - Less Waste
Tel 01394 421190
www.kidzkupboard.co.uk
Find us on

Peninsula Dog Grooming
in Hollesley

Stress Free One 2 One Service
Bathing, trimming, clipping, nails.
Evening and weekend appointments
Local pickup & Collection

Lori Sage 01394 411057 07887693278
www. peninsuladogs.co.uk

T: 01394 410448
M:07368 445536
mtsavage@live.co.uk
www.mtsavage.co.uk
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Boyton coffee morning
The coffee morning held on 6 November in the Church Hall
turned out tobe a real village hub. The refreshments were of
the usual high standard - £88 was raised for Church Hall funds.
There was a bucket for donations towards the cost of fireworks
for that evening’s bonfire party.
The Poppy Tray was there to raise funds for the British Legion Poppy Appeal.
The collection last year was really down as house to house collections were not
allowed. We hope to do better this year, at least there was a coffee morning for
the tray to be on show. Let’s hope we do better this year.
A collection was launched for our postman, Jason Wright. All postmen and
Women have new rounds, starting soon. Jason has been on our round for over
30 years, not only was he the postman but also a social net worker and would
help anyone who was in trouble, anytime.
The next coffee morning is on Saturday 4 December at 10.30, Church Hall.
Boyton Hall Management Committee

Boyton Book Club
I hope that you enjoyed the last two books, which were
both memoirs - though both very different. I had lined
up two marvellous books for this month’s book choice,
but then I realised that they were also memoirs, so I
decided I’d better reject them, not wanting to get
stuck in a rut!
In case you’re interested, I had been thinking about Lucy Kellaway’s book
Re-educated which tells how a successful Financial Times columnist gave up her
job in her late 50s to retrain as a school teacher - fascinating and inspiring
stuff. And Kate Mosse’s book An Extra Pair of Hand’ - Mosse is a best-selling
historical novelist, but this book is about her experiences as a carer and I found
it very touching.
So by way of a complete change of pace, I have gone instead for a sweet,
gentle piece of escapism. It’s The Sea Gate by Jane Johnson. Set in a house on
a cliff over looking the sea in Cornwall, it’s an excuse to drift off into a different
time and place, and watch a story unfold, with romance and adventure,
confident of a proper ending. I hope you’ll enjoy it!
John Carpmael
www.villagevoices.org

Page 25 December 2021

Always
open...
Can’t make it?
All auctions are available
for online bidding via
or

Valuation

Probate & other valuations
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Special sales

Antiques & Fine Arts
Art Deco & Retro
Domestic & Rural Bygones
Agricultural Collective

General Monday sale
Bespoke sales
In 2020 our lots sold to 0 countries
and registered buyers from over 70
Acting as agents for household clearances

Clarke & Simpson Auction Centre, Campsea Ashe, Nr Wickham Market, Suﬀolk IP13 0PS t:  
www.clarkeandsimpson.co.uk
CandSAuctions
@candsauctions

Ring Teresa for more details:0764610546
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News

Cheryl Gray

Over 200 cyclists arrived on Sunday 7 November. Organised by Pedal
Revolution, the cyclists were raising funds for RSPB Minsmere.
A few of volunteers led by
Meryl, were very busy at
7.00am on the production line
making a wide range of
sandwiches and providing
drinks. So much energy! We
learnt that mountain bikes
are now called gravel bikes
and can cost thousands of
pounds. Needless to say we
ensured that their bikes were
parked in full view!

We have also had our first
wedding. Our hall was
transformed and looked
beautiful. We are keen to offer
our facility as a cheaper option,
but whilst we still await a date
for the roof installation, sadly
we cannot book any weddings
next year until the new
installation has taken place.
The car park outside the hall
occasionally floods. The storm
drains cannot cope with too much
rain. However we have had the
The village hall was transformed
storm drain cleaned. One metre
of sludge was removed and we
hope that this might reduce the occasional floods in the car park.

Meryl Montague

Cyclists arriving for refreshments

200 club winners October: S and P Austerfield, H Lewis and T and M Montague.
Gerry Bathe

www.villagevoices.org.uk
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Ramblings
COP26 came as no surprise to the cynics amongst us. For nearly three decades,
the UN has been bringing together almost every country on earth for global
climate summits – called COPs – Conference of the Parties. What has happened
since? Five years ago, countries committed to halving deforestation by 2020
and ending it by 2030. Figures have affirmed that deforestation actually
accelerated to an all-time high in 2020! An area of 26 million hectares, roughly
the size of the UK, was lost annually each year unlocking carbon emission
equivalent to the EU’s annual footprint. Countries have committed again and we
can only hope. Then there was the big issue about fossil fuel. Critical decisions
had to be made. Words fail me.
As for the UK Government, whilst there is a commitment to increase electric
cars, there are insufficient electric charging points (most are in London) and
research has highlighted the fact that many of them are not working anyway. I
am not sure why charging points cannot be set up in petrol stations where
there is a sufficiency of space. I read of someone who used an electric car to
travel to Glasgow. The journey was fraught as it was dependant on charging.
The government is introducing a law that every home should have a charging
point. But surely every new home should have photovoltaic panels or ground
source heat pumps! In 2015, the Scottish Government brought in new
building regulations that encouraged developers to install solar panels to help
keep carbon dioxide emissions below a certain level. Why not here?
Gerry Bathe

Play Commissioners’ News
The Play Commisioners have been
awarded £10,000 by the National
Lottery towards their Matrix Pyramid.
They are also organising a fundraising event on:
Sunday 2 January 3.00pm
Hollesley Village Hall
They have negotiated with the renowned theatre
company, The Red Rose Chain to receive a stream
version of their Christmas production, Treasure
Island. Advertising and tickets are being designed
now and tickets will go on sale shortly. So look out
for the posters! The Commissioners have decided
that children can bring their cushions and their
own food/drink. Tickets will be £3.00. Ideal age
group 6-12. Go to the Red Rose Chain website for
more information about the production. Tickets go on
sale on 1 December. Look out then for posters that
will let you know where you can purchase tickets.
Gerry Bathe, Cheryl Gray and the Play Commissioners
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From our country kitchen
Cranberry tart with hot toffee sauce (for 6)
from Sarah Raven’s Garden Cookbook
500 g cranberries, fresh or frozen
Juice and grated zest of 1 orange
200 g caster sugar
150 g shelled pecan nuts, chopped
1 large egg, beaten
60 g plain flour, sifted
75 g butter, melted
Creme fraiche to serve

Contributed

For the toffee sauce
90 g dark brown sugar
60 g butter
60 ml double cream

Preheat the oven to 180 C /Gas mark 4.
Grease a 20 cm diameter springform cake tin. Put the cranberries in a nonstick
pan with the orange juice and zest and mix well. Cook them for about 3 -4
minutes, until the cranberries pop. Place the cranberries into the prepared cake
tin. Sprinkle with half the sugar and the pecans and mix well.
In a bowl, beat the remaining sugar with the egg until well mixed. Add the flour
and melted butter to make a smooth batter. Pour this over the cranberries in
the tin and bake for 40 - 45 minutes.
To make the toffee sauce, heat the sugar, butter and cream together until the
sugar has dissolved and the sauce is bubbling. Serve the tart warm with the
hot toffee sauce and creme fraiche.
Pauline Austerfield

Bawdsey School

Jim Wyllie

Bawdsey school is in the process of
installing a new teaching kitchen for
its pupils. Work started in the
summer holidays and we hope will
be finished well before Christmas.
The school has a small vegetable
garden so we will be cooking
some of our own produce.
Jim Wyllie
Work in progress, Bawdsey School

www.villagevoices.org.uk
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Hollesley Parish Council
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year
Hollesley Parish Council would like to wish all Village
Voices readers a Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year.
Dogs on the Recreation Ground

Contributed

Back in the summer, Hollesley Parish Council made the decision to
amend the rules on dogs being allowed on the Recreation Ground. As
from 1 September 2021, dogs
would still be permitted on the
Rec., but must be on a lead
and be at least 5 metres from
the play equipment. We are
pleased to say that most
owners have been obeying
these new rules and this has
made the area safer and more
enjoyable for all. However,
some owners are still
disregarding the rules.

To ensure everyone has the
opportunity to enjoy the
Recreation Ground in a safe manner, we urge all dog owners/walkers to keep
their dogs on a lead and away from the play equipment. The two new picnic
benches have been moved 5 metres away from the new play equipment in
order that dog owners can sit with their dogs. If you witness irresponsible dog
ownership on the Recreation Ground please do not approach the person. Please
report all the details to the Parish Council.
Co-option of a Parish Councillor
Did you know, there is currently a vacancy on Hollesley Parish Council? Could
you fill that seat? Being a Councillor is a very rewarding role and a great way to
serve your community, for a few years or for many years. It also requires
commitment and time but any training required is provided and support is always available from other Councillors or the Parish Clerk.
If you are a team player why not join our team? You must be over 18 and a UK
Citizen. There are a couple more criteria but these would all be checked by our
Clerk if you were to apply. If you would like to know more about the role please
contact the PC Clerk.
Judi Hallett, Clerk to Hollesley Parish Council 01394 411405/07739
411927 email:hollesleyparishclerk@gmail.com
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Woodbridge Art Club
At time of writing, we are just about to open our November exhibition which
continues every weekend (12-4) until Sunday 5 December at Tide Mill Quay,
near the Tidemill. I’ve just been down for a sneak preview of the artwork on
display and taken a few pictures to share with you.
The lace group have a beautiful display of snowflakes, jug covers and other
delicate decorations. There are some lovely oil paintings by Stephen David of
winter scenes. Stephen’s work is quite impressionistic and he uses colour
effectively. Dorothy Stokes’ work has been very popular this year. Dorothy is
another artist who knows how to use colour well. She has worked her usual
magic of colour and form on Peony Still Life.
Jane Cochrane’s atmospheric Winter Guardian really captures the quiet beauty
of nature in Winter. Brian Beaney’s lively abstract painting really pops and I
found it pleasing and cheerful! Stephen Emms’ Winter Sunset really captures
the feel of a frosty evening on the River Deben. As usual, there is lots of
wonderful pottery.
We often find people say they would like to join the Art Club, but worry their
work won’t be good enough! If that’s you, please be assured that we are about
learning together and enjoying the creative process. Maybe with the new year
coming you would like to focus on your artistic skills? We are a friendly club
and welcome new members. You can find out more about us and contact us via
our website:www.woodbridgeartclub.co.uk
Rosie Evans

Stephen Emms’ Winter Sunset

Abstract by Brian Beaney

www.villagevoices.org.uk
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Woodbridge Art Club

Interior by Dorothy Stokes

Winter’s Guardian Jane Cochrane

Snowy Scene 2 Stephen David

Cheryl Gray

Vaccination bus at Hollesley Village Hall

Over 270 people received a booster vaccination
on the bus organised by the Peninsula Practice
Page 32 December 2021

www.villagevoices.org.uk

VV Dec 2021 21-40_vv 16/11/2021 20:13 Page 13

Boyton Parish Council
There was a great turn out at the Boyton Bonfire event on
Saturday 6 November. It was very much enjoyed with lots of
delicious nibbles to share. BPC would like to thank all the
people who took part and who gave generous donations
towards the cost of the new low noise fireworks.
Thank you to Mortier Farms for their support, the location and straw bales, to
Andy Cassy for organising and especially to George - our new bonfire master.
We look forward to doing it
again next year.

Contributed

At the 2 November meeting,
BPC were informed of the
departure of Jasper Pryor due
to his moving out of the
area. We would like to thank
Jasper for his enthusiasm
and input. Therefore we have
a vacancy for a Councillor, to
be co-opted at our next
meeting on 5 January. If you
are interested in becoming a
Councillor please contact
boytonpc@gmail.com.
May we take this opportunity
of wishing you all Season’s

Andy and George enjoying the fruits of their labours

Greetings and good health and happiness for 2022.
Jenny Lloyd
Clerk to Boyton Parish Council boytonpc@gmail.com

Woodbridge Library
Please note that the library will be closed
on the following days in December:
Saturday 25 (Christmas Day)
Sunday 26 (Boxing Day)
Monday 27 (Bank Holiday)
Tuesday 28 (Bank Holiday)
www.villagevoices.org.uk

Opening Hours:
Mon: 10am - 4pm
Tue: 9am - 7:30pm
Wed: 9am - 5:30pm
Thu: 9am - 5:30pm
Fri: 9am - 7pm
Sat: 9am - 5pm
Sun: 10am - 4pm
Page 33 December 2021

VV Dec 2021 21-40_vv 16/11/2021 20:13 Page 14

Crossword and Sudoku
Across
1. Indian dress (4)
3. Over the moon (8)
9. Set free (7)
10. Pong (5)
11. Wild West show (5)
12. Detective (6)
14. Sunglasses, colloquially
(6)
Slumbering (6)
Affair(anag.) (6)
Confess (5)
TV, newspapers etc. (5)
Devilish (7)
Government department
(8)
27. Affirmative votes (4)
16.
19.
21.
24.
25.
26.

Down

15. Pantomime
17. Sailors’ song (6)
18. German rifle (6)
20.Young horses (5)
22. Virile (5)
23. Leader in a mosque (4)

1. Something unexpected (8)
2. Annoyed (5) (4)
4. Cheddar, for example (6)
5. Flavour (5)
6. Scottish emblem (7)
Sudoku:
7. Let them eat .... (4)
8. Coax (6)
3 7
13. Move away without warning (2,6)

2
4

Crossword solution on p.36

1

4

2

5

9
7

1

8
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Hollesley WI
We had an excellent turn out for our AGM on 11 November
and skipped through the business in good time to welcome
our speaker, Chloe Ballantyne from HMP Hollesley Bay.

Helen Lewis

She gave us a fascinating insight into how so much work goes on to help to
support transition from prison to life outside. There’s a huge variety of skills’
training on offer within the prison, leading to paid work and the chance to gain
useful qualifications. At the moment there are a hundred or so who go out into
the community. I had no idea
how many different agencies
support the men, everything
from helping them to engage
with their families, to writing a
CV, learning interview skills or
helping them with finding
accommodation, job
applications, or managing
their lives in whatever way
they need. It was lovely to
hear about their recent family

Display of popppies at HMP Hollesley Bay
days where they had been
able to meet up, not just sitting at tables but doing art and craft, games and
being outside together.

Most of us knew about the Marsh Barn Café and it was exciting to learn that
they have plans to make use of the men’s baking skills to provide cakes and
expand the range of food on offer as well as to make more use of their woodworking shop with their pallet furniture and by
producing containers and floral displays
in the community, so look out for the
Marsh Barn duck logo.
Chloe mentioned that a display of 760 poppies
made in the prison had been placed by the
road there and I couldn’t resist driving down
after our meeting (yes, in the dark!) to take a
look, and found it very moving.

Gerry Bathe

We all learned a lot about the amazing work
going on on our doorstep and there were lots
of questions for Chloe as well as some
suggestions too. We hope that we shall be
hearing a bit more, maybe in Village Voices.
Some of our members attended the Climate
March in Woodbridge which was organised by
Transition, Churches Together and the WI.
Jane Burn
www.villagevoices.org.uk

Daphne and Di on the march
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Alderton Parish Council
Christmas Cheer in Alderton
Christmas Tree Lights Switch On and visit from Santa
Sunday 5th December – 4pm
The Swan car park / Mill Hoo Corner
Plan A – Carols, Christmas music
Mulled Wine (bring your own mug) and mince pies etc.
currently there is no plan B but if the weather turns bad, keep an eye on the
Wilford Peninsula Facebook page

Ho Ho Ho
Bring Some Sparkle to Alderton this Christmas.
Decorate your front garden, a tree, a window or even your whole house
We are requesting a donation of £2.50 for Just 42 Youth Club in order to take
part. Please post your donation envelopes, which should include your name and
address into the competition box at Alderton Stores before 14 December.
Displays to be in place by 17 December, with judging Sunday 19 December
1st, 2nd and 3rd prizes – donated by Alderton Parish Council.

Playground equipment
The climbing frame on the recreation ground which was damaged when
the grass was being cut was beyond repair and
Solution to crossword
has been demolished. The Parish Council
are now making long term plans to
replace this and some of the other older
items. The children at Bawdsey school
have already been consulted but if you or
your children would like to make
suggestions for new equipment, please
contact the clerk.
Joy Andrews
Alderton Parish Clerk
Email: alderton.suffolk@gmail.com
Tel: 01394 411596
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Sandlings Primary School
Unique and Nurturing Where Everyone Belongs and Thrives
It has been fabulous to all be back in from September. There are
many things we might have taken for granted way back in March 2020, but I
don’t think we ever will again! Being able to meet as a whole school for
assemblies and to sing again, seeing the
children playing all together outside at
breaks and enjoying sitting together for their
lunch is wonderful!
We have also had our first visiting speakers
in school since March 2020! This time the
children enjoyed learning about teeth and
hygiene from the Rock Barracks dental team;
the children were so engaged and asked so
many questions, they have definitely missed
having visitors!

Contributed

This term we have been able to hold our very
first whole school meeting of the year which
was very exciting for the children. These
meetings are a really good way in which we
develop a sense of belonging with the
children by giving them a voice, as well as
teaching children about the importance of
The Rock Barracks dental team
democracy. In our first meeting our newly
elected school council shared their manifestos which they had written to
persuade their classes to vote for them. Children also voted on how they would
like to raise money for the forthcoming Children in Need event.
In October, our oldest pupils took part in a Crucial Crew event. Crucial Crew is
a national scheme that has been run by the local authority Safety Team since
1994. It is a brilliant initiative and teaches children so many things on the
theme of keeping themselves and those around them safe at all times. The
sessions include: fire safety, how to dial 999 in an emergency, staying safe on
roads, staying safe around electricity, and first aid,
This term we are continuing to hold tours for new perspective parents whose
children will start school in September 2022. Parents can book a tour of the
school by contacting Emma in the office 01394 420444.
admin@sandlings.suffolk.sch.uk

We have much to look forward to in the coming months which we hope to share
with you. In the meantime, you can follow us on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/SandlingsPrimarySchool/ and Twitter @SandlingsP
Miss Toal and the Sandlings Team
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Telephone: Alderton 01394 411641 & Orford 01394 450315
www.thepeninsulapractice.co.uk
DAY

ALDERTON

ORFORD

HOLLESLEY

ALDEBURGH

Monday

8.00am to 2.30pm 8.00am to 6.30pm 1.30pm to 5.30pm 8.00am to 6.30pm

Tuesday

8.00am to 6.30pm

8.00am to 6.30pm

Closed

8.00am to 6.30pm

Wednesday 8.00am to 6.30pm 8.00am to 1.00pm
Thursday

8.00am to 6.30pm 8.00am to 1.00pm

8.00am to 6.30pm

Friday

8.00am to 6.30pm 8.00am to 1.00pm

8.00am to 6.30pm

Bank holiday and staff training closure dates
The surgery will be closed for staff training on Thursday 8 December from
13.00.
The surgery will be closed on 27 December, 28 December and 3 January 2022
When the surgery is closed please call NHS 111

Covid Boosters and Flu vaccinations
The practice continues to administer our Covid boosters and flu vaccinations. If
you are due, please call the surgery to book your appointment or visit our
website for further information.
www.thepeninsulapractice.co.uk
The Peninsula Practice wishes you all
a Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year!

If you attend a surgery, you must please wear a mask or face covering
Thank you
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local contacts
Hollesley V Hall Bookings
Boyton V Hall Bookings
Alderton V Hall Bookings

Meryl Montague
Wendy Jesty
Joy Andrews

411458 07843377122
410055
411596

Hollesley Primary School

Mrs Wood, Head /Mrs

411616
410480
411458
411079/420092
411459
411458
411107

Hollesley Community Nursery Sophie Brooks

Hollesley WI
Welcome Club
Hollesley Indoor Bowls
Hollesley Bowls Club
Alderton Bowls

Meryl Montague
Di Barnard/Alan Martin
Rawdon Saunders
Terry Montague
John Scott

Hollesley Gardening Club Sue Barnes
Hollesley Community Gdn Victoria Fletcher 410090

411579

Hollesley Players (Drama) Di Barnard
Judo Club
Julie Jolliffe
Alderton Parish Council
Christopher Langley
Joy Andrews (Clerk)

411079
410483
410003
411596

Hollesley Parish Council

Hazel Hughes (Chair)
Judi Hallett (Clerk)
John Pilgrim (Chair)

410255
411405

Jenny Lloyd (Clerk)

410395

Andrew Reid

07545 423799

Boyton Parish Council
County Councillor

District Councillor (Deben) James Mallinder
District Councillor (O&E)
Ray Herring

07810 815879
01728 746337

Good Neighbours’ Scheme Hollesley, Boyton, Shingle St

07707850126

Police Community Support
Hollesley Commons
Connecting Communities
Mary Warner Homes
Community Car Service

101
411150
01728 830516
07501 494518
411794

Nick Mason
Cats’ transport
Emily Talbott Almshouse Officer

Colin Beecroft

Power cut
Hollesley Bay Prison

UK power network

105
412400

EA Floodline

Environment Agency

0345 988 1188

Hollesley McColls Store
Alderton Village Shop
Silver Line
Suffolk Carers Matter
www.villagevoices.org.uk

410191
411834
24hrs help for older people 08004708090
01284 333035
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VEHICLE & ENGINEERING SERVICES
FULL MACHINE SHOP

We service and repair all makes &
models of petrol and diesel cars,
4x4’s & light commercials.
Logs, coal and salt available
Air-conditioning regas

Bring your car here
for its MOT
01394 410284

Collection by appointment
richard@coltecracing.com
selena@coltecracing.com
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The Garage, The Street, Hollesley

