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Alan McBurnie

Dear friends
This month’s
feature is on the
bells of All Saints
Church, Hollesley.
Tower Captain
Alan McBurnie
tells Laurie Forsyth
just why the bells
of All Saints are so
special on page 4.
Nick Mason’s
provocative
suggestion
to introduce wolves to the heath
in January’s feature, along with
the controversial Bushey Lane
development, have generated letters
this month, see pages 20-22.
Finally, at the time of writing Chris
Clement, our local shopkeeper and

The bells of All Saints

back page advertiser, is in hospital
following an operation. The Village
Voices team all wish him a swift
recovery.

Rob Claxton
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All the latest from Hollesley Primary School
and watched a film in the miniature
cinema. The last activity was a walk up
to the burial mounds. We saw mound
one where the boat was found with the
main treasures and found the graves,
which did originally have a man and a
horse buried underneath.
Hollesley School goes back to
the Anglo-Saxon days!
School Reporters:
Kathryn Venediger and Simon Coates

On Thursday 10th January the whole
of Hollesley primary school visited
Sutton Hoo. Everyone was looking
forward to the trip and knew a lot
already about the area because we are
studying it in history.
As soon as we got there we had a talk
with a lady and then we walked down
to Mrs Pretty’s house. She owned the
land on which the archaeologists found
all of the Anglo-Saxon treasures in
1939. Then Years 2, 3 and 4 went to
the exhibition inside and reception and
Year 1 went for a walk to the burial
mounds. Years 5 and 6 were left in Mrs
Pretty’s house. We had to describe lots
of Anglo-Saxon items that we were
shown. It was fun!
We did two other activities. One was
the exhibition where we found out
lots of information about the AngloSaxons. We also did some sketches
www.villagevoices.org.uk

We really enjoyed going there and the
good thing was that Sutton Hoo wasn’t
actually open to the public but they let
Hollesley School in on our own. We
also have another trip back to Sutton
Hoo in February which we cannot wait
for (lets just hope it isn’t raining this
time!)
Visitors in the School
On Wednesday 9th January Mrs Bavin
came in to inspect our school. Mrs
Bavin came in to the assembly to
write a few notes about the children’s
behaviour and how they listened to
the teacher when she was talking. She
came into the classes to look at the
children’s work and see how they had
done over the past few terms and praise
them for good work.
After lunch she talked with the school
council and asked what they thought
of the school. They told her that the
school had achieved a great deal of
things like: how bullying got stopped,
once in a life time trips and what is
good about this school. We had lots
to tell her. Finally Mrs Bavin had a
private chat with Mrs. Wright.
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The bells of All Saints
A church has been at the heart of
Hollesley almost since it began life as a
small hamlet huddled at the edge of an
inlet of the sea. There may have been
bells in that first church, but we will
never know. The present church was
built in the 15th century. It possessed a
lofty tower, and probably bells as well.
It is likely that for centuries they tolled
across the marshes and farmland for
services, weddings and funerals, as
well as at times of national celebration,
mourning and danger.

They are led by Alan McBurnie, the
Tower Captain. Alan produces the
ringer’s rota of events, and organises
their training. The band consists
of about a dozen people, and they
alternate their ringing on Sundays with
Friday evening practices.
Like an iceberg, there’s much more
beneath the surface, because they
actually ring almost every night of the
week at other churches, where they
assist the practice sessions and service
ringing at other towers. In turn, ringers
Laurie Forsyth

Today, the bells of All Saints Church
still ring loud and clear through the
village and far beyond, as a timeless
symbol of faith and continuity. Our
bell ringers are a dedicated group of

people. The proper thing is to call
them a band of bell-ringers: don’t
ever make the mistake of calling them
campanologists, because they hate it.

Ringers all: Mickie McBurnie, Dr.Ken Yates and Peter Harper
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from afar come to All Saints to practice
ringing with eight bells.
Aware that bell ringing can be
intrusive, the band keeps its ringing to
the necessary minimum. Tower will
compete against tower, in ringing set
pieces at home or away. There is a
slight urge to see who is best, but as
fellow ringer Peter Harper says, it’s not
like supporting Ipswich Town! The
Hollesley bell ringers are proud of
their bells, and we should be as well,
because in ringing circles they are
acclaimed as the best in Suffolk.

“don’t ever make
the mistake of
calling them
campanologists,
because they hate it”
In 1938, Sir John Jervis-White-Jervis
generously provided funds for a ring
of eight bells. The order went to John
Taylor of Loughborough, one of only
two bell foundries now existing in
Britain. The bells cost £1045. A similar
order today would cost £150,000. The
foundry’s next order for a ring of eight
in Suffolk was for Felixstowe in 2000,
such is the rarity of a complete ring of
eight being cast at the same time.
Music from bells is created by using
a constantly changing starting point
in the ringing order of the bells. Any
particular sequence of changes is
called a method. Five thousand and
forty changes is called a peal. When
www.villagevoices.org.uk

the band is in full cry, over three tons
of solid bronze are on the move in the
tower. The medieval builders knew a
thing or two about structural stress,
and church towers are designed to
sway to absorb the continuous shocks.
Apparently, St Mary’s in Woodbridge
is renowned for its movement and Alan
says you can feel the movement in our
own church.
Talking to Alan and Peter about
bell ringing is easy, because the
conversation is driven by their
enthusiasm. Take up ringing and
you help to maintain an ancient
and traditional skill. You never stop
learning, and as it seems you need only
to be able to count and to concentrate,
ringing provides a good mental
workout. You certainly needn’t be able
to read music, and you don’t have to
be a churchgoer. Alan says it is also
a great way to meet people: arrive at
practice sessions in far-flung churches
all over the country and you will be
given a welcome and a rope to pull.
(And finish in the pub with a new
group of friends.)
Alan, Peter and the band obviously
enjoy bell ringing. ‘We all turn up
here, and get to play with toys worth
£150,000 doing something that’s
worthwhile, and fun,’ says Alan. To
join them, just call Alan on 01394
411517. You will be made very
welcome.
Laurie Forsyth
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Trouble at Tower!
Laurie Forsyth

day the wind scours the
walls inside the bell
chamber and the floor
is often flooded.
A recent inspection of
the bells revealed that
the gudgeons on two of
the bells are loose. One
of these is the tenor
weighing 17 cwt. The
bells actually swing
on the gudgeons and
if one of them came
adrift the bell would
fall causing several
thousand pounds worth
Cracks in the church wall are widened by plants, and rain
now penetrates the tower
of damage. It is necessary to drop the bells,
remove the headstocks and return the
The Quinquennial report by Hollesley
headstocks to the foundry for repair.
church’s architect revealed a serious
There is also refurbishment work necamount of mortar erosion on the tower.
essary to the pulleys and clappers.
This can be seen on the south side
where there is substantial plant growth
The PCC has decided that there should
in the fissures. The plaster work in the
be a fund raising committee with an
ringing chamber inside this wall is liftaim to raise the necessary funds, which
ing away because of dampness.
could exceed £30,000. The committee
will comprise members of the PCC,
At the top of the tower, inside the
bell ringers and other interested people.
louvred window on each face, considPeter Harper will chair the committee.
erable erosion of the mortar is taking
place internally. We remove about two
We hope that you will give this project
bucketfuls of powdered mortar from
your support. Any volunteers with time
the floor of the bell chamber each year.
to help or fund raising ideas should
contact Peter Harper 01394 411355 or
We have decided to repair the damage
email harpers123@btinternet.com.
to the external walls as soon as possible and also put doors inside the louAlan McBurnie and Peter Harper
vres to exclude the weather. On a bad
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Youth Talk

Rise to the challenge
Sports Relief Mile
March 16th
This year Sport Relief is organising the sponsored Sport Relief Mile at venues across
the country, for people both young and old. There are 3 different distances 1, 3 or 6
miles and you can get round the course however you like, run, walk or even hop!!
Our nearest venue is in Ipswich.
I am hoping to encourage the youth club both members and volunteer helpers to
get involved and it would be really great if we could get as many people as possible
from Hollesley to join us at the 11am start time.
You can register on the Sport Relief website, www.sportrelief.com, or pick up
information from any Sainsbury’s supermarket. So let us know when you have
registered by emailing youth@villagevoices.org.uk so that we can keep in touch and
maybe even get some training sessions organised.
So why not start your New Year fitness campaign today?
Sport Relief is an initiative of Comic Relief, registered with the Charity Commission, no. 326568

If you want to put anything on this page, please call Vanessa 412080 or
email youth@villagevoices.org.uk
www.villagevoices.org.uk
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From Hillside

W

Laurie Forsyth

hy is the date of Easter
different each year?

I quote from The Book of Common
Prayer:
‘Easter Day (on which the rest depend)
is always the first Sunday after the Full
Moon which happens on, or next after
the twenty first day of March; and if
the Full Moon happens upon a Sunday,
Easter Day is the Sunday after.’
When I look in the diary the Full Moon
is on 21st March, hence, Easter Day is
23rd March. This is the earliest it can be
until 2030, which is as far as my book
records, the latest being 24th April in
2011.
But, to be ready for Easter we must
have a time of preparation:
LENT
L – leave something out of your life
E – enjoy an extra task or commitment
N – now is the time for self-examination
T – towards Easter and the risen Lord!
It is a time for giving up and taking on.
Many of us give something up for
Lent, alcohol, cigarettes, chocolate,
and you are all to be commended, but
what do you do with the money you
save?
It is also a time to take on an extra task,
to visit a neighbour, to make up with a
February 2008 page 

Hollesley Churchyard angel

friend, to take a little more exercise.
Mine this year is to pray for you all
each day. Lent has 40 days and I shall
start with one person and add one more
each day. Can I pray for you? Please
ask.
This year, I ask for your help. The
bells at Hollesley are in great need
of repair (I know there are differing
views throughout the village.) I urge
you to read the article on page 6 with
compassion and I trust you might be
able to offer your assistance.
I wish you a Happy Lent as we look
forward to Easter and greeting the
Risen Lord.
Judith
www.villagevoices.org.uk

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Church Contacts

19th April

Team Rector:
Revd David Murdoch, 01394 450336

Return of the
Gordon Bennett Band
Hollesley Village Hall

Assistant Vicar:
Revd Judith Andrews, 01394 411642

28th June
Summer Fete
Hollesley Village Hall

Hollesley Churchwardens:
Fred Stentiford, 01394 411469
Joan Butcher, 01394 411689

WEEKDAY SERVICES
Wednesday

Boyton Churchwardens:
Malcolm Fleetwood, 01394 410409
Isobel Lilley, 01394 411409

12pm Sutton

1st Thursday
3pm Glebe House, Hollesley, Evensong

3rd Thursday
10.30am Glebe House, Holy Communion

Tower Captain:
Alan McBurnie, 01394 411517
Organist:
Giles Bradley, 01394 411124

4th Friday
2pm Mary Warner Homes, Communion

2nd Thursday 7.30pm
Colyton, Hollesley, Prayer Group

Day

Boyton

3rd February

11.00 PF
9.30 JA
9.30 Alderton
All Age Worship Communion
11.00 Sutton, Bawdsey
Christingle
6.30 Shottisham
6.30 JA
Service at All Saints’, Hollesley
For the beginning of Lent and the Imposition of Ashes
9.30 LC
9.30 Alderton
Morning Praise
11.00 Ramsholt, 4.30 Sutton
11.00 DM
9.30 DM
9.30 Sutton
Communion
Family Communion 11.00 Alderton
with Sunday Club
9.30 DP
9.30 Shottisham
Communion
11.00 Bawdsey, Ramsholt,
Sutton

6th February
Ash
Wednesday
10th February
17th February

24th February

Ministers:
		
		

Hollesley

JA - Revd Judith Andrews		
DM - Revd David Murdoch		
LC - Lydia Calvesbert (Reader)

www.villagevoices.org.uk

Other Places

PF - Pat Fleetwood (Elder)
DP - Revd Canon Deidre Parmenter
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Past Times - Village Faces and Places
Whit Tuesday at Shingle Street

This photograph may be in poor
condition but the scene it shows is
fascinating. The original has been
annotated ‘Whit Tuesday at Shingle
Street’. It must have been a popular
occasion, judging by the number of

people present. The long skirts and
donkey and cart all suggest it was
taken a long time ago. Can anyone
tell us when it might have been and
whether ‘Whit Tuesday’ was a regular
celebration at Shingle Street?

NEWS ON THE POST OFFICE

taking up the sport! While the Post
Office is OK, profits in the pub are
dropping rather – so a speedy recovery
from them too!
Nick Mason

You are probably aware that the Post
Office is safe from any of the cuts.
Chris Clement will be updating us
when he has recovered enough from
his operation to do the article justice.
We, at Village Voices, would like to
send him our warmest thoughts for a
speedy recovery.
For those who are not aware, Chris had
a kidney removed last week, with a
growth on it the “size of a rugby ball!”
The girls in the shop are thinking of
February 2008 page 10
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Have y’all Bean?
Friday here again! It’s a day to look
forward to, not just because it’s the
end of the week, or the start of the
weekend. Rather, it’s the day when a
unique club meets at the Shepherd and
Dog.
No membership fees, no age
restrictions. Not to drink beer, wine or
spirits, just coffee or tea. It’s just a mix
of people meeting for about an hour
between 11.30 am and 12.30 pm.
Hang on: they are coming in now;
the Grumpy Old Pensioner, the
Clockmaker, the student (sorry, Mature
Student), the Moths and Bird Man,
the Miller, the Computer Man and the
Homeworkers. Both sexes, all ages and
vastly different experiences.

as the special cameras developed for
inspection of skyscrapers, saving a
tremendous amount of money and time
in the maintenance of these buildings.
Discussion developed to old buildings
and our Mature Student told us about a
trip to London to see the art galleries.
The rail trip was typically horrendous
so the hour finished with the railway
system being put right by the group.
It is a great hour in the week, no
pressure, no deadline to meet, no boss
peering to see if people are behaving
properly – just coffee (and sometimes
flapjacks or other tit bits) and a social
chat in a group who are friends.
The Grumpy Old Pensioner

Well what have they in common? Not
a lot at a casual glance, just a normal
pub group of people. Listen and then
it becomes apparent. Drawing on their
combined knowledge and experience
they talk about any subject that is
brought up. What are they chatting
about today? Let us eavesdrop...
It started with a question about birds
asked by the Clockmaker from walks
on the heath. This led to the sighting of
deer and the possibility of an albino in
the herd. Naturally this was followed
by a query on photographing animals
which led to a discussion on the merits
of digital versus film cameras. The
advance in digital cameras went as far
www.villagevoices.org.uk
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For sale 3 piece suite, vgc, buyer collects...

Coming Soon
Village Voices Classified
Adverts
Private Advertisers from the
peninsula only
No trade adverts
10p per word
Copy to Mike Adams
email: mja:sandlings.co.uk
Tel: 01394 411422
For sale Rocking chair in varnished pine...

February 2008 page 12
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The WWII Mystery of
Shingle Street ‘Invasion’
A talk by
John Warwicker MBE
In the Great Hall at Bawdsey
Manor on 16th February, 2008
7.30pm
Admission at the door £2.00

www.villagevoices.org.uk

February 2008 page 13

Edna Williams
1914 - 2008
Edna Williams died recently after a
short illness. She was a familiar figure
in the village, often on her way to
and from the shop with her shopping
trolley, and always stopping for a chat.
She was born in Hollesley and went
to Hollesley School along with her
six older brothers and sisters. As
a young girl she went to London,
first with the Church Choir and
sang in the Hallelujah Chorus at the
Crystal Palace, then again for Lady
Barrington’s wedding at St Martin in
the Fields.
She married Pat in 1937 and went to
live at Shingle Street. Just two years
later the war came and they moved
to a cottage on Fox Hill. She worked
on the land, and would bike as far
as Shottisham with her son Paul on
the back. Later she became a nurse
at St Audrey’s and then worked as a

domestic at Bawdsey Manor Medical
Centre.
She and Pat finally settled in the new
bungalows built at Moorlands after the
war, and lived there for the rest of their
lives. They were both superb ballroom
dancers and went to many venues
where they were always admired,
especially at the old hut, which was the
forerunner of Hollesley Village Hall.
After Pat died in 1997 Edna lived
quietly at home, taking great interest in
current affairs and doing the crossword
in the EADT. She was a staunch
member of the WI and the Welcome
Club and went to the Day Centre at the
prison. She lived a simple life, kind to
people and she adored little children.
She loved jokes and a good laugh, and
was devoted to her family. She will be
missed in Hollesley by all who knew
her.
Helen Macleod

1st Sutton Brownies and 1st Hollesley
Rainbows are urgently looking for
Leaders to take over the running of
these units.
For more information please call:

Interested in Girl Guiding?
Can you help?
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Jacqui Goodwin (District Commissioner)
01728 746057
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From Shingle Street Coastguard

We’ve had no incidents this month so
I thought I would tell you instead how
the coastguard has changed over the
past 30 years.

In the meantime, the breaches bouy
equipment was phased out but we were
still classed as a search and rescue
team.

I joined the coastguard in 1976 and
at that time we did rough weather
watches. This meant that when the
wind reached force six a watch would
be set until it abated. The watches used
to be of six hours duration. My first
watch was from midnight until 0600.
You can imagine how boring that was,
pitch black and nothing to see!

After a few years the watch time was
reduced to three hours and we did foot
patrols along stretches of the beach.

They then changed it to four hour
watches in the daytime, logging
shipping movements in and out of the
River Ore.

In 2003 we were supplied with a
vehicle and this made the job far more
interesting as we now cover a large
area from Orford Quay to Bawdsey
Ferry and up the east side of the River
Deben up to Woodbridge.
I hope you have found that of some
interest, until next time, safe passage.
Roy Clark for Shingle Street
Coastguard

Get snapping!
It sounds a long way off, but February 2009, when
we hope to hold our next Village Voices photography
competition and exhibition, will soon come round. So
make the most of the growing hours of daylight to get
out and about start taking pictures of local interest.
www.villagevoices.org.uk
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Hollesley Welcome Club: Urgent!
Can you help??
The club will have to close on Tuesday 19th February 2008 unless two people can
be found to fill the vacancies of Secretary and Treasurer. The meeting is enjoyed
by approximately 26 members and is on the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of each month, 24pm. For further information contact Audrey Shelcott, 01394 411776
The Fairtrade Foundation

FAIR TRADE CLOTHES SHOW
Woodbridge Methodist Church,
St John’s Street, Woodbridge
01394 388617

Saturday 23rd February 2008

View and purchase food, fashions and
fair trade goods
Stalls open from 10am (no ticket required)
Shows at 6.30pm and 8pm
Tickets £5, available from
Helen Macleod, 411232
Buy Fairtrade products with this Mark

Refreshments served all day

Day Centre Open Days
Come and see the difference
a day centre makes!

Open to all... especially family carers, professionals and anyone who wants to
see what takes place at our day centres.
Our Day Centres will be open between 10.30 am and 2.30pm
on the following days
Foxhall, Ipswich - Thursday 21st February
New Horizons, Woodbridge, Tuesday 26th February
Refreshments and Information/Help Desks on other services will also be available
Contact Sherry Harrow for further information - Tel:01473 353525
email sherry.harrow@ageconcernsuffolk.org.uk
www.villagevoices.org.uk

February 2008 page 1

February 2008 page 18

www.villagevoices.org.uk

www.villagevoices.org.uk

February 2008 page 19

Your Letters -

keep writing , we love to hear your views and stories

Dear Editor
Just a short letter to thank you for
keeping me supplied with a copy of
your magazine. Each month I receive
many such magazines and newsletters,
but I have to praise you for the amount
of information and the quality of the
features you publish. There is hardly a
month go by when I can’t use at least
one of the stories you give me.
On air, we have had great discussions
about the shells at Shingle Street,
The Badgers at Boyton etc. Already
this week, we have picked up on the
Village Stores amnesty on missing
baskets; and we are about to use the
story about Buttrum’s Mill. I have
also passed the article about W J
Mills to Lesley Dolphin with a view
to featuring them on our lunchtime
programme here at BBC Radio
Suffolk.
Please pass my thanks to all of your
contributors, and keep that wonderful
local news coming to me.
Rob Dunger
Presenter, BBC Radio Suffolk
Dear Editor
After some very unexceptional rain,
Bushey Lane is again awash with water
from the fields threatening the houses
which were flooded last year, one of
which is still uninhabitable.
February 2008 page 20

Well, what if we could get Suffolk
Coastal District Council to disregard
their own planning rules and fund from
Council Tax payers money a barrister’s
opinion on our personal capital gains
and inheritance tax position? Then we
could find somewhere totally unrelated
to Bushey Lane, build some big houses
completely out of character and use the
profits to make some flood defences of
a construction type already proven to
be ineffective.
Of course that could never happen.
Joanne Halliwell
Bushey Lane
Dear Editor
I was interested to see, in Hollesley
Church, that Richard Cobbold was
rector in 1857 and Mary A Waller of
The Grove, Hollesley, was his patron.
If any of your readers have any
information about where “The Grove”
was (?on the site of Grove House on
OS map), or about the Cobbolds and
Wallers when they were in this area the rector Richard’s father Richard was
the author of Margaret Catchpole and
married Mary Ann Waller in Hollesley
Church, I believe, in 1797 - I would be
very grateful to share it.
Diane Speakman, Lavender Cottage,
Shingle Street, Hollesley, IP12 3BE
(01394 411859)
www.villagevoices.org.uk

Dear Editor
It appears that those behind the East
Lane Trust (Limited) scheme may
have prevailed and their three housing
estates will be built to pay for coastal
protection works at Bawdsey. One will
be six feet from our kitchen window in
our “neighbour’s” field.
Sue and I moved to Bushy Lane,
Hollesley only four years ago. Along
with many other “asylum seekers”
we came hoping to find a small
corner of England as yet untouched
by the planners’ desire to cover
every available piece of land with
homogenised boxes. We found a house
“in need of modernisation” that, by
accident or design, was built so that
it aligned with the summer solstice.
It had previously been called Oberon
(from A Midsummer Nights Dream).
Now, we will never again watch in
awe on the longest day as the dying
sun illuminates the inside of our house.
We will never again look out of our
windows and watch those beautiful
“ASBO hoodies” of the animal world,
the deer.
There is of course a flip side to this
rural idyll. I will not have to explain
to a three year old child why “Bambi”
is lying dead outside our window
having been shot from the “machine
gun tower”, recently erected one
foot from our fence. I will be adding
some barbed wire to complete the
Stalag prison camp ambience. I have
absolutely no problem with shooting,
www.villagevoices.org.uk

but a little neighbourly courtesy goes a
long way. Similarly, we will not miss
being sprayed with pesticide and I will
no longer feel, inexplicably, guilty
as I look out at half frozen Eastern
Europeans grubbing vegetables from
the soil.
Clearly we, and possibly the family
across the lane, are the most affected
by these proposals. We have been
overwhelmed by the support from
our neighbours in Bushy Lane, and
beyond, who have given their time,
money and tears fighting this scheme.
I have a long memory and hope that
in the fullness of time I will be able to
repay the debt of gratitude I owe them.
Young and old, “born and bred” and
newcomers alike, have stood shoulder
to shoulder. Given that those behind
this scheme chose ambush rather
than consultation for the Bushy Lane
residents we had no option other than
to come out fighting. As we stood
alone, like Great Britain at the start of
World War Two, something remarkable
happened. Neighbours who might
never have spoken were brought
together.
Had those behind this scheme chosen
to consult us they would have found
that none of us are unreasonable
people. None of us objected to our
“neighbour’s” plans to build holiday
homes on the same field and it should
be noted that we did not fight on the
grounds that this estate should be
built in someone else’s back yard.
February 2008 page 21

Had our opinion been sought we
would have suggested that a tiny part
of the £millions being raised be used
to mitigate the negative impact. For
example, a proper footpath could have
been constructed so that pedestrians
could walk in safety from Bushy Lane
to the village of Hollesley. Similarly,
some of the money could have gone
to create footpaths in Bawdsey, where
there is precious little public access to
the land we are saving.
Andy Palmer
Bushey Lane

a large predator.
It is ironic that Nick jokes about
reintroducing wolves, when earlier
in his article he talks about being a
“victim to the release of some foxes”,
which were consequently shot. Would
we also wish to eradicate the red
fox from the British Isles because
gamekeepers, poultry keepers,
shepherds and ground nesting bird
conservationists don’t know what else
to do with them?
Rachel Huws
Mallard Way

Dear Editor
In December’s issue of Village
Voices, Nick Mason invites us to make
comments about the reintroduction of
wolves to Hollesley common in his
interesting article about “Our Wildlife
in December”. I can safely presume
that the suggestion was intended as
tongue in cheek, though I realize that
Nick was implying that wolves would
control fallow deer numbers with
which we are apparently “massively
overpopulated”.
However, wildlife and conservation
experts have been discussing
reintroducing wolves into remote
areas of the Scottish Highlands.
Unfortunately, our small island is
too “massively overpopulated” with
humans and sheep to allow such an
animal to return to where it once
roamed. They would inevitably start
attacking livestock; there simply is not
enough land for us to coexist with such
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Boyton Carbon Footprint + Bulk Oil
and Logs Purchase

We had a great turn-out to kick-off the
Carbon Footprint meeting and Boyton
is now one of the five Suffolk communities in the scheme. Questionnaires
will be out early in the new year. Watch
this space for further updates, information and hints and tips.
In the meantime, contact me if you’d
like to find out more about this scheme,
become involved or are interested in
borrowing the energy saving light bulb
library or electricity meters.
Let me know if you are interested in
cheaper prices for domestic heating oil
or logs through bulk community buying and I’ll see what we can save you.
Contact Andrew Cassy
boyton.co2@btinternet.com, tel: 411720 or
check out the CRed website:
http://www.cred-uk.org/suffolk/
www.villagevoices.org.uk

News from Hollesley Judo Club
Christmas Party And
Presentation Evening
On 2nd December Hollesley Judo Club
held their 14th Party and Presentation
evening at Hollesley Bay Staff Club.
The presentations are for achievements
through the year and there are 10
categories with the ultimate being
Judoka of the Year (Judo player). This
year it was won by Richard Clark, 13,
who has been doing Judo with us for
seven years and is improving all the
time. Hayley Jones won for the girls,
also for her great improvement.
There were seven other local winners.
Spirit of Judo went to Keiran Bevens,
because win or lose he still gets stuck
in and also for helping the younger
children in the Kano Club (5-8 yrs).
Most Improved was Alex Bevens.
Junior Improvers went to Alfie
Crick and Sam Parkinson.
Kano Award went to Phoebe
Gunn, and Novices awards
to Chloe Gunn and India
Parkinson, all for their great
improvement. There were 75
trophies given out overall.

Christmas food! If anyone would like
to start Judo we will be running a beginners group in the new year, see our
web site for more details, everyone is
welcome from 5 years up, visit www.
hollesleyjudo.org.uk.
Judo Competition At Thetford
Keiran Bevens entered the Eastern
Area Age Banded on 16th December
and came home with a Bronze medal!
He did exceptionally well winning two
contests by perfect throws but as there
were five in his group he had to settle
for 3rd place as he was unlucky to lose
his last two contests. Well done Keiran,
keep it up.
Julie Jolliffe, 2nd Dan Senior Coach

After the presentations the
party fun began and there was
a disco, buffet and a visit from
Father Christmas along with
loads of party poppers, balloons
and silly string and a great time
was had by all! Now it’s back
in the Dojo to work off all that
www.villagevoices.org.uk
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Shepherd and Dog Darts
With the Darts Season in full swing the
Shepherd and Dog, up to Christmas,
had remained unbeaten.
November 7th saw the Woodbridge
Legion come to the Shepherd. This
was a close game, both sharing the
spoils at the interval, with 3 games
each. Jeanette Knights won 2 – 0
for the ladies. The second half was a
whitewash – the Shepherd winning all
3 of the doubles to win the match 6 – 3.
On November 14th Leiston Con Club
visited in the Knock Out Cup. The Con
Club took the first 3 games 2 -0. Then
came the fight back. The Shepherd
were in great form winning the next 6
games. The final score was 6 – 3, and
congratulations to the whole team.
On November 28th we entertained
Orford Sports Club. This was an
exciting game to watch, as well as play
in. The first half was won by the Dog
4 -2 with a good finish of 111 for Dean
Bailey and Ray Whiffen playing out of
his skin. Well played Ray!

Jeanette
Knights
played very
well again, in the women’s
match, to win 2 – 0. In the second half
Les Copping and Dean Bailey won
their game before Orford clawed 2
games back. Final score 5 – 4.
On December 5th the Shepherd and
Dog travelled to the Wickham George.
This has traditionally been a poor
venue for the Dog. As the draw was
done all the players were optimistic. As
it happened the whole team demolished
the George, winning all the singles,
with J Copping hitting a maximum
180. Jeanette Knights won her match
2 – 0. Then came the doubles in the
second half. The Shepherd just failed
to do a whitewash, winning 2 – 1. The
final score was 8 – 1 to the Shepherd.
Well played to all the team.
Let’s hope for a very good New Year
and the Shepherd to carry on their
winning ways!
Dean Bailey, Vice Captain

Sutton Heath Football Club
Annual Grudge Match
And so it came to pass…on Sunday
9th December 2007, our annual parents
football battle was fought, Wickham
Market v. Sutton Heath in aid of SGR’s
Operation Santa Claus.
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We kicked off with the ladies match
at 11am where the crowd were given
an action packed and exciting game
of football. Neil Smith and Neil
Pettit’s gruelling training sessions paid
dividends as our ladies showed little
www.villagevoices.org.uk

sign of flagging at half time, with a 1
–1 score line. Second half saw Emma
score a fantastic goal and then go on
to complete a hat trick with the final
score, Sutton Heath 4, Wickham
Market 2.

Unfortunately our men’s team may
have eaten too much, and after fighting
hard were very unlucky to a good
Wickham side, the final score being
a reverse of the ladies with Sutton
Heath 2, Wickham 4.

The men’s match commenced at 1pm,
which allowed everyone to feast on
burgers and chilli with Mark and Val
Beven’s doing a sterling job, (Mark
especially, preparing some extra
special ‘well done on one side’ burgers
for the connoisseur!)

A good day was had by all, with the
ladies keen to arrange a return match
and Sutton Heath Football Club raising
an excellent £400 for SGR’s Operation
Santa Claus.
Nigel Bingham

Phantom Archers
The club is still going
strong, although we have
lost some of the adults due
to other commitments and a
couple of the older teenagers
due to exams. However, we
have two new adults under
training and a potential
new member who has some
experience of archery. He
is from Portugal. It’s a long
way to come and he gets
home rather late!
The Andy Harris league
is well under way and
although we aren’t doing as
well as we have done in the
past there is still time to pull
something out of the bag, so
long as it isn’t a smelly pair
of socks!
Richard Pipe

www.villagevoices.org.uk
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Hollesley Carol Singing Success
John Smith

We sang for six
evenings (17th-22nd
December inclusive)
plus one in the
‘Shepherd and Dog’ pub
on Sunday 23rd which
we hope will become
a regular event in the
future at Christmas.
We covered most of
the village including
Shingle Street and
apologies to the area
which we did not
complete. This was due
to the fact there were only four of us
on that evening and we were all ‘sung
out’ by eight o’clock!!
Again we were very fortunate to have
had dry weather for the week and my
sincere thanks go to all those who
joined us to sing (one participant came
from as far away as Australia!)

Carol singers in full voice

Thanks also to those who provided
musical accompaniment, refreshments
and especially those who supported
us financially. The total amount raised
was £653 which was shared between
St. Elizabeth Hospice and Hollesley
Church.
Joan Butcher

WOODBRIDGE SCHOOL SWING BAND...
...return again for an enjoyable
evening of popular music with
refreshments in Hollesley Church
on Saturday March 8th at 7.30pm

Retiring collection in aid of Boyton and
Hollesley church building appeal funds
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World Land Trust
It’s a bit like Narnia, where an ordinary
wardrobe door gives access to a land
of wonderful exotic creatures. Behind
a shabby brown door on Bridge Street
in Halesworth, John and Viv Burton
run an operation responsible for more
square miles of wildlife reserves than
the RSPB and all the county wildlife
trusts in Britain put together.
As development, agriculture and stripping of natural assets threatens more
and more of Earth’s wild places, the
World Land Trust has saved important
tracts of forest in Belize, Costa Rica,
Ecuador, Brazil, Paraguay, Patagonia
and the Philippines. It is working to
restore mangrove swamps and preserve
coral reefs in the Philippines and India
– where it is also providing vital green
corridors to help the natural migration
of wild elephants.
Its friends and champions include TV
wildlife gurus Sir David Attenborough
and Bill Oddie, authors Simon Barnes
and Elizabeth Jane Howard and former
England cricket captain David Gower,
who is a patron. But why Suffolk?
John Burton explains: “We’re here
because it’s so good for wildlife. If
you’re going to run a wildlife charity,
why be stuck in London?”
With 12 keen staff, the trust is now
among Halesworth’s larger employers,
but it remains John and Viv Burton’s
enthusiasm that drives the project. And
there is no doubting the priority.
www.villagevoices.org.uk

John explains: “There is so little wilderness left in the world, what’s really
important is saving what’s left. If it
has benefits for carbon, or water-catchment benefits, then great. But for me,
the reason to do it is what it always has
been – to preserve the wildlife.”
John is confident that each acre of forest a supporter “buys” really has been
saved for the long term. But does your
£50 donation really save an acre?
“It varies,” admits John. “Some acres
cost £5, some of the rainforest is up to
£100 an acre. The budget for 10,000
acres of dry chaco grasslands in Paraguay is a quarter of what it would cost
to buy 10 acres at Walberswick.”
www.worldlandtrust.org
www.carbonbalanced.org
www.focusonforests.org (for 11-14

year-olds)
Aidan Semmens is a freelance writer and
photographer based in Woodbridge. His
weekly column appears in the Evening
Star every Friday.

Village Walks
Thank you to everyone who has
given us feedback on the walks. The
instructions and map are intended as
a guide to be used in conjunction with
the Ordnance Survey map. We now
have a volunteer who will check the
routes for us before publication.
We are planning more walks in the
Spring, so watch this space.
Debbie Pipe
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Suffolk Hedgerows Survey
Following concern over the future of
hedgerows and their perceived decline,
the Suffolk Hedgerows Survey was
initiated several years ago in order to
record the position and make up of all
existing hedgerows in Suffolk, Parish
by Parish.
There are 445 Parishes in Suffolk and
each Parish Council was requested
to survey all hedgerows in its Parish.
Signs were put up around the village
and a group of volunteers from
Hollesley and Boyton came forward.
After suitable training provided at
Foxborrow farm, they undertook the
survey, using maps made available by
Suffolk Hedgerow Survey.
Having obtained the
landowners permission, a
thirty metre stretch of
each hedgerow was
selected within which
the species growing
in the hedge were
identified. In addition
the condition of the
hedgerow was noted.

the Boyton hedgerows saying that ‘In
regard to the species richness of the
hedgerows in Boyton, it has to be said
there is a remarkable difference from
the norm, where the low count is very
high and the species rich is very low as
illustrated below .’
Grades

Number

%age

Norm

<=4

27

41

20

5-7

32

48

45

8+

7

11

35

Guy Ackers commented that the lack
of species diversity is indicative of a
lack of ancient hedgerows and asked
whether anyone knew of an
explanation from years gone
by as to why there might be
so few old hedges in an
ancient parish such as
Boyton.

He noted that
there were 46 field
boundaries in Boyton
without hedgerows
(66% of the total),
which he described
Natural England
In Boyton four volunteers
as ‘an extraordinary
undertook to carry out the survey
statistic’. He suggests
over several months. Upon
that funding might be justified for
completion the information was
replanting of hedgerows along any
collated and analysed by Guy Ackers,
buffer strips between field boundaries
Chairman of the Hedgerow Survey.
because ‘good as a buffer strip may be,
without refuge and habitat alongside,
In his report he commented on the
the fauna would be at a higher risk of
lack of diversity of species present in
predation.’
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Fortunately the situation has already
improved. Thanks to the efforts of
a local landowner, the Boyton Tree
Warden and District Tree Officer,
a new hedge has now been planted
alongside the public footpath from
Boyton to Pin Mill Cottage.
There is no doubt there is an increasing
awareness of the value of the
hedgerow, both to landowners and to
the wildlife they sustain and for all of
us who enjoy the countryside.
Isobel Lilley

Tot Rock
The Shepherd and Dog
Hollesley
alt Wednesdays
10-11am
Jan 30
Feb 13; 27
March 12; 26

Tot Rock is a new free rhyme session
for babies and toddlers, organised
by SCC’s library service. Jo Dixon,
SCC’s Early Years librarian will attend
the first session in a Bear costume
and give out free bookstart packs to
younger children from the pre-school.
www.villagevoices.org.uk

Pilgrimage To The Holy Land
Following last year’s successful
Pilgrimage to the Holy Land, I have
organised a return visit in conjunction
with the travel company McCabe for
a group to visit the Holy Land from
18-27th November. Mid-November
was chosen because it is after the high
summer temperatures and after the
peak tourist season when pilgrimage
sites are less crowded. During our
pilgrimage we will have the opportunity to worship with the local Christian
community on the Sunday morning as
well as participating in our own acts of
worship throughout the week.
The pilgrimage will include visits
to Jerusalem, Bethlehem, Nazareth,
Capernaum, the Sea of Galilee, Mount
Tabor and Jericho but will include free
time for relaxation and private exploration. We will walk the Via Dolorosa;
the route Jesus took to his death on the
Cross, sail on the Sea of Galilee and
have the opportunity to experience the
unique buoyancy of the Dead Sea as
well as ascending Mount Masada by
cable car.
If you would like to join our pilgrimage, please contact me, Richard Wilson
on 01728-688546 or email: mail@richard-c-wilson.com for more details and
a booking form. Your local clergy also
have details and a short DVD video
is available which shows some of the
sights we will see on our pilgrimage.
(A VHS video is also available.)
Richard Wilson
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News from the Suffolk Punch Trust
This is the first opportunity I’ve had
to write since the Christmas Day gift
deliveries in Hollesley. To the people
of Hollesley, we say thank you, for a
lovely welcome, wonderful food and
refreshments, and the carrots for our
horses, Eric and Charlie, which they
enjoyed back at the stables.
I hope you will join me in thanking
those who helped. All the people out
on Christmas Morning are volunteers.
Some were up at 3am to prepare the
horses. I think we should all raise a
cheer for Harry Pankhurst and his
family who coordinate things.
Bruce Smith had his first Christmas
Day off in 28 years and our assistant
groom Tracey Pettitt took the horses
around in his place. It was also
Tracey’s birthday on Christmas Day.
All the volunteers had a great time and
we will see you again this December.
Santa does his best to get as close
as possible to every house that has
a delivery, sadly this is not always
possible due to road layout and
vehicle parking. Cul-de-sac’s are a real
challenge as there is not always enough
room to turn the horses and cart.
The welfare and safety of the horses,
volunteers and public is paramount to
us and we will always put them first.
I can’t help but get excited about the
year ahead. The Suffolk Punch Trust
awaits the decision from Heritage
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Lottery Funding, which we should
hopefully hear about in March.
The year ahead looks to be a busy
one. The diary is filling up fast with
bookings for events, shows and
weddings. We also have the Suffolk
Punch Trust ‘Friends’ day at the stud
in the Spring. I hope you will come
and say hello when you are visiting
some of the Spring and Summer
shows and events. I always like to
hear from friends and neighbours who
live in the surrounding villages. Don’t
forget to visit our website and check
out the events page for 2008 at www.
suffolkpunchtrust.org.
I am looking into doing something this
year with ‘A year in the life of a foal’
in conjunction with Lesley Dolphin at
BBC Radio Suffolk. I need a volunteer
to help me with this project.
We also need help with our website.
It’s nothing too technical: just an extra
pair of eyes and hands, if you have
internet access and can spare one hour
a week please get in touch with me.
Can I remind our neighbours that if
you walk your dogs on the Trust’s land,
please remain on the public footpaths
and keep your pet on a lead. We
recently had a dog in the field where
the sheep are kept. The sheep are
now in lamb and we would not want
anything to worry them.
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The field adjacent to Oak Hill has
been re-seeded. The fence is going to
be replaced in the near future, and we
would like to ask people not to enter
the field.

•

•
Please get in touch with me if:
•

•

Thank you for your understanding and
cooperation. Take care.
Tara Foy
suffolkpunchtrust@hotmail.com
Tel: 07841 778658 (evenings and
weekends only)

Tara Foy

•

you would like to become involved
as a volunteer with the trust to join
us at some of the events or help at
the stud,
you would like to book the horses
for an event,
you would like to help me with the

BBC Radio Suffolk “year in the
life of a foal” project
You would like a map of the
footpaths that cross the Suffolk
Punch Trust Land.
If you are aware of a problem on
our land.

Christmas Day gift delivery in Mallard Way
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From our Country Kitchen
Cabbage gets a bad press, usually
because it’s overcooked, but it can be
delicious. The following recipes do it
justice.
For two people
Take a medium cabbage, wash and
slice it discarding the core. Gently heat
½ oz of butter in a heavy bottomed pan
and then add the cabbage with a dash
of water. Put on the lid and cook for 5
minutes - check it’s not sticking and
stir. Cook for another 5-10 minutes
without the lid, stirring. When cooked
to your taste add a ½ carton of sour
cream or crème fraiche and heat up.
Season to taste and serve.

Cabbage and bacon soup (serves two)
½ medium cabbage sliced
4 slices of streaky bacon cut into ½˝
pieces
1 onion, sliced
1 medium potato, cubed
Olive oil
1 pint vegetable or chicken stock

In a heavy bottomed pan gently heat
a small amount of olive oil. Add the
bacon and cook until the fat runs, and
the bacon has browned. Add the onion
and cook until softened. Stir to stop it
burning. Add the potato and then the
cabbage - continue cooking and stirring
for 5 minutes. Pour on the stock and
www.villagevoices.org.uk

cook for another 15-20 minutes until
the potato is tender. Check seasoning.
Serve.

Although frozen cabbage is unsuitable
as a side dish, it is useful as an addition
to vegetable soups or stews. Slice
the cabbage, blanch briefly in boiling
water, cool as quickly as possible (use
ice cubes), dry and freeze on trays. Bag
and store in a freezer.
Pauline Austerfield

February Waiting
Torn clouds
that tease the blue of heaven
now give an edge of sun
which creeps across the woods and
fields
like flood
and shows me, one by one,
a waiting Spring
in every root and bud.
Scurried snowflakes
drift against the wall.
then imitate the snowdrop and the
crocus
in their beds
and die as unkempt
as the blown flower heads.
P. F. Croome
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