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The Last Hollesley Pub Crawl
Alde and Ore Futures

Cosy in the winter
a history of Shinglestreet

February diary
Regular events
Mondays

Elly Lloyd 412053

Yoga, 7.30pm, Hollesley Village Hall

Tuesdays

Mothers’ Union, 1.30pm, Bawdsey Village Hall

Pat Fleetwood 410409

Welcome Club, 2pm

Marian Collins 411262

Hollesley Bay Day Centre

Audrey Shelcott 411776

Mobile Library

Wednesdays

Stella Moore 411749

Edward Bear Club, 10.15–11.15am
Badminton, 8pm

Thursdays

Chris Andrews 411126
Julie Jolliffe 410483

Judo Club

Kerry Simoes 411603

Parent & Toddler Group
Mobile Police Station, 8.45–9.45am

Gina Forsyth 411727

Womens’ Institute, 7.30pm

Sundays

Sunday Shape Up, 10–11am, Hollesley Village Hall
Table Tennis, 4–5pm, Boyton Village Hall

Beck Williams

07956
622330

Andrew Cassey 411720

Dates for your diary
Saturday Feb 5th

Coffee morning Boyton Village Hall, 10.30am–12.30

th

Saturday Feb 5

‘Characters of Felixstowe Ferry’ – talk at Bawdsey Manor, 7.30pm

th

Suffolk Wildlife Trust working party, Sutton Common, 9.30am

Sunday Feb 6

Thursday Feb 10

Copy deadline March Village Voices

Saturday Feb 12

‘The Last Hollesley Pub Crawl’ – see page 25

th
th

Wednesday Feb 16th
Thursday Feb 17th
Wednesday Feb 23rd
Saturday Feb 26

th

Sunday Feb 27th

Boyton Parish Council Meeting, 7.30pm
Film at Trust Hall, Shottisham, 2pm, Nelson Mandela – Man of
Forgiveness, Admission Free
Holiday Club for 4–12 year olds at Hollesley Church
Film at Boyton Village Hall, 7pm, Nelson Mandela – Man of Forgiveness, Admission Free
Charity Pub Quiz, Shepherd & Dog, 8pm

To have your event listed here, please contact
Debbie Pipe on 01394 411976 or email diary@villagevoices.org.uk
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from the editor
Dear friends
This month’s Village Voices contains
two tributes to Rosie Clarke, who
sadly died on Christmas Day. The first
is from Shirley Green and the other
from ‘Hoolie’, who both talk about
her contribution to the local Riding
for the Disabled Group, among many
other local causes. Rosie was a well
known and friendly face around the
village, who was involved in so many
worthwhile causes, but who still found
the time to stop and chat if you met her
in the shop or whilst walking her dog.
She will be missed by many people.

On page 5 Laurie Forsyth writes
about the achievements of young local
sportswoman Clio Aubugeau-Williams,
who is a rower with great potential.

Jez and Zoe, who live at the Old
Fox pub have, with the help of Chris
Clement, extended an invitation to
villagers to a “pub crawl” on 12th
February, taking in a drink or two at
both the Shepherd and Dog and the
Fox. See page 25 for more information.

As the nights start to lighten and
we look forward to the year ahead,
we would like to thank all of our
contributors and advertisers for their
continued support.

The sporting achievements of our local
judo and darts teams are also described
on page 14 and 15. Let he who can
hit a double any faster, “cast the first
stone”....
We have also received a number of
interesting letters this month, which
you can read on pages 29–31.

Rob Claxton
Please note that the opinions expressed in this magazine do not necessarily reflect the
views or policies of the editorial team.

Editor Helen Macleod, Colyton,
The Street, Hollesley, IP12 3QU
email editor@villagevoices.org.uk

Diary Debbie Pipe
tel 01394 411976
email diary@villagevoices.org.uk

Advertising Mike Adams
tel 01394 411422
email mja@sandlings.co.uk

Copy deadline for the March issue of
Village Voices is 10th February.

Cover Photo: East Lane, Bawdsey, Rob Claxton
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Clio Aubugeau-Williams: Boyton rower

Clio Aubugeau-Williams

L

eaning on the seawall in Woodbridge just after Christmas, I
watched the cold Deben slide silently
past moored boats on its way to the sea.
Swans, Canada geese, gulls and wading
birds lined the edge of the river, and
bobbed on the swirling tide. Inhospitable as it looked,
people were out and
about on the river on
that grey morning.
One of them was Clio
Aubugeau-Williams.
Clio is 18 this month.
Born in London,
she moved with her
family to Boyton in
1999, and attended
Waldringfield Primary
School. She is now at
Thomas Mills High
School in FramlingFebruary 2011 page 4

In 2006, she joined the Deben Rowing
Club, and began competitive rowing.
She hasn’t stopped since, with successes in Regional and National events
since 2007 that have propelled her up
through the rankings of top rowers.
Maybe it’s in her blood: Clio’s grandfather and his brothers all rowed for
their colleges in Cambridge, and sister
Zoe has just taken up rowing at Kings
College London. And it’s not just
rowing: Clio represents her school at
Contributed

Contributed

ham (deputy Head Girl from 2010) and
it was there, when she was 13, that it
was suggested that she should take up
rowing: the idea – by the head of PE
– was sparked by a visit to the school
by Sir Steve Redgrave. The visit by the
illustrious Olympic rower was before
Clio’s time, but it had far-reaching effects.

Clio sculling to victory at the Scullers’ Head in December
www.villagevoices.org.uk

Contributed

netball, hockey, rounders, cross-country and
badminton: she is a
seriously accomplished
athlete, who runs and
swims every week to
maintain a peak of
fitness for her rowing
– arguably one of the
most exhausting and
demanding of sports.
2010 was a purple
Clio (right) with her single sculls medal at the UK National
year for Clio, because
Championships
she was selected to
represent Great Britain
in the Under-18 rowing team at the
again, she says – hopefully at the 2011
European Championships held at
Junior World Championships that will
Hazelwinkel in Belgium in July. A year be held at Dorney Lake, the 2012 Olof success saw her win a silver medal
ympics venue. My domestic targets for
at the UK National Championships
2011 are to win at the Women’s Henley
single sculls held at Strathclyde in
Regatta, and also the National Schools
Scotland, and take first place in the
Regatta. Training is rigorous, steady
Scullers’ Head of the River race – a
and vitally important. Clio is out on the
national event for single sculls rowed
Deben at weekends during the winter,
on the Oxford/Cambridge boat race
and when the clocks change she will
course on the Thames in December.
row several evenings every week in adRecognition nearer home came with
dition to weekends. She must train six
her then being voted Young Sports
days per week – about a dozen sessions
Personality of the Year 2010 by Suffolk of rowing on the water, rowing maCoastal. Clio was also awarded a
chine, weights, circuit training, running
coveted Suffolk SportsAid Foundation
and swimming. It is a tough regime.
Grant, which will cover the cost of
regular sport massages – essential
In the longer term, Clio wants to
to help prevent injury and ensure an
continue rowing at University, and she
uninterrupted training programme.
also intends to trial for Great Britain
It was a year that Clio will probably
at both the Under-23’s and Senior
always remember.
levels. ‘Trial’– what an apt word for a
combination of gruelling tests on the
So what now, Clio? My main aim is to
rowing machine and on the water. After
be selected to represent Great Britain
meeting the qualifying time on the
www.villagevoices.org.uk
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2010 was a purple
year for Clio
machine, she was eligible to compete
in the first trial, held in November, and
came 8th out of 72. After that, assessments every two months eliminates the
slowest performers, until only a small
group of top athletes are left to battle it
out at the final trials which will be held
in June. The final trials are four very
tough days of ‘seat’ racing, involving
racing doubles and quads, in which
individuals swap from boat to boat to
enable the selectors to make their final
choices. Last year, she says, I had to
do 26 races before finally winning my
place on the team!
Training on the Deben is a real asset
to Clio. Many rowing clubs have a
stretch of river which can be as short
as 1000 metres, but she can row for
up to 20 miles from Woodbridge to
Bawdsey and back, which is excellent
for long-endurance training and allows
her to train for races of any length.
The Deben is a very beautiful river,
and the seals are always pleased to see
her. There’s a downside though, she
reflects. It’s a tidal river, and prone to
getting a bit rough at times, which is
not ideal when your boat is 11 inches
wide and weighs only 13kg!
Somewhere in the future waits an opportunity for Clio – fingers crossed – to
represent her country at the Holy Grail
for athletes – the Olympics!
Laurie Forsyth
February 2011 page 6
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Rosie Clarke
Rosie did a great deal for many causes
and people and in recent years has been
well known for her indefatigable work
with Suffolk County Council on behalf
of the Wilford Division. In spite of the
increased workload this brought her
she never ceased to fulfil a very active
role with the Hollesley Group of Riding and Driving for the Disabled. She
was our Company Secretary, our Child
Protection Officer, chief fund-raiser,
did all the Criminal Record Bureau
checks demanded by the government
for all our helpers working with vulnerable adults and children, chief instructor at our Saturday morning children’s
sessions...the list if endless. It is very
clear that no one person can replace
Rosie, it will need five or six people
to cover what she did and it certainly
proved the truth of the saying, “if you
want something done, find a busy person to do it.”

It is with great sadness that we
report the death of Rosie Clarke on
Christmas Day, 2010. Rosie was
a loyal servant of this community
over many years and was a friend
to many groups and causes. The
Village Voices team will be forever
grateful for her support, particularly
when the magazine was just starting out. Rosie will be greatly missed
and we offer our condolences to her
family.

With all this came her superb sense
of humour and you could never speak
with Rosie without ending up laughing
over her description of some situation
in which she found herself. She had
great integrity, was very discreet (the
safest depository for a secret, word or
document, ever known), conscientious,
reliable, loyal and a true friend and
colleague—one who hasn’t left a great
gap in our lives but many, many gaps.
A person it has been a privilege and
honour to count as a friend.
Shirley Green

www.villagevoices.org.uk
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Plans for Hollesley
Village Stores
Over the past months we have all seen
the plans displayed in the shop to extend it to around double its present size
and to bring it up to modern standards.
More recently we have seen the newer
plans to relocate the shop, with a flat
above to the North end of the Shepherd
and Dog Car Park.
In January there was a special Parish
Council meeting to hear the views of
Hollesley village on the plans for the
new shop in part of the Shepherd and
Dog Car Park. Over 30 villagers were
present, in addition to the Parish Council itself. There were some aesthetic
reservations about the style of the shop
and its height in between two of the
oldest houses in the village.
The over-riding feeling expressed by
many people was that the area of the
car park was just not big enough for
the trade at both the shop and the pub.
Some of the 15 proposed car park
spaces are very small, with no provision for the disabled, which is now
mandatory. The Street is narrow beside
the pub and there would be congestion
with tractors and cars unable to pass or
park. Delivery vehicles to the shop or
pub could cause congestion within the
car park itself.
On a positive note, villagers appreciated the efforts of Chris Clement to run
two successful businesses. If they conwww.villagevoices.org.uk

tinue to grow as we all hope, then there
will be even more trade and more cars
and provision must be made for future
needs. With rising petrol prices we may
rely more and more on our local shop
and pub, which help to provide essential services for Hollesley, Boyton,
Capel St Andrew and Shingle Street.
Helen Macleod

Boyton Fruit and Vegetable
Exchange – can you help?
Over the last
few months,
near the village
sign in Boyton,
you may have
noticed a crate
full of apples,
pears, beetroot,
spinach, chili peppers and even some
duck eggs. Residents of Boyton can
leave their surplus garden produce here
for others to help themselves. Surprisingly perhaps, there has almost always
been something of interest in the box –
right up till Christmas.
We are now looking for a more practical way to display the goods: perhaps
some shelves, preferably with a top that
could provide some shelter from the
elements. Do you have an old cupboard
or shelves that you no longer need that
you would like to get rid of? If so the
gardeners of Boyton would love to take
it off you hands! Please call Ali on
01394 411717.
February 2011 page 9

Angela Lawrence

From our Team Vicar

T

he short month of February
always seems to me to be something of an ‘in-between’ time.
It starts off still dark and cold but by
the end of the month the days will be
noticeably lengthening and whatever
winter weather is still with us, we know
won’t last too much longer. Plants that
have been coming to life underground
will be starting to put out shoots. In the
church’s year, Christmas and Epiphany
will be over on February 2nd and this
year Lent does not start until March 9th.
Our thoughts turn towards spring and,
in some cases, with Valentine’s Day on
Feb 14th, towards love and romance.
Since 1997, a number of national
organisations have promoted the
week that includes Feb 14th as ‘Marriage Week UK’ (formerly National
Marriage Week). According to their
website (www.marriage-week.org.
uk), Marriage Week UK celebrates the
diversity and vibrancy of marriage as
the basis for family life in the UK.
Marriage remains incredibly popular – over 90% of young people in the
UK aspire to be married at some point
in the future, and the large majority will achieve this. Although the
popular view is that marriages don’t
last, two out of every three first marriages will last until one partner dies,
and one in two second or subsequent
marriages will also last a lifetime.
Current research suggests that the
enduring stability of marriage results
February 2011 page 10

Hollesley All Saints in the snow

from the commitment that two people
make to each other, embodied in their
vows, and supported by family, friends,
and society at large. Permanent, loving
relationships contribute significantly
to the stability of society, communities and families. It is a great act of
trust to take on the commitment of
marriage, but I believe that it is part
of our make-up as human beings to
want to make such a commitment. It
is also part of our relationship with
God that he gives his grace to help to
sustain us in all our commitments.
There is a particular invitation to
engaged and married couples, widows
and widowers to come to give thanks
for marriage at our services (see panel
opposite) on 13th February. We do, of
course, value all our loving relationships, and this special celebration in
www.villagevoices.org.uk

Church Contacts

Weekday Services
Wednesday

Team Vicar:
Rev’d Ruth Hatchett, 01394 412052

12pm Sutton

Thursday 9am

Hollesley Churchwardens:
Fred Stentiford, 01394 411469
Pat Shannon, 01394 411214

St Andrews Boyton Morning Prayer

Friday 8 am
All Saints Hollesley Morning Prayer

Boyton Churchwardens:
Malcolm Fleetwood, 01394 410409
Isobel Lilley, 01394 411409

1st Thursday
2.30pm Glebe House, Hollesley–Evensong

3rd Thursday

Tower Captain:
Alan McBurnie, 01394 411517

10.30am Glebe House–Holy Communion

4th Thursday

no way intends to make anyone feel
excluded if they are not married. All
relationships are fragile. Most of us,
if not all, will have known breakdown
of relationship within our families and
none of our relationships are perfect.
We nevertheless will be recognising
in our Marriage Week services the

2pm Mary Warner Homes–Communion
Edward Bear Club 10.15am

1st Wednesday
1.30pm Colyton, Hollesley–Prayer Group

value of the love we give and receive,
and the healing power of God’s love.
Ruth Hatchett
ruth.hatchett@yahoo.co.uk

Day

Boyton

Hollesley

Other Places

6th Feb

11.00 PF
Christingle
Service

9.30 RH
Holy Communion

9.30 Sutton
11.00 Alderton, Bromeswell
6.30pm Shottisham

13th Feb
Celebrating
Marriage
20th Feb

9.30 RH
9.30 Bromeswell
Family Communion 11.00 Bawdsey, Shotisham,
5.00 RH
Ramsholt
Sing to the Lord
11.00 RH
Holy Communion

27th Feb

Ministers:

9.30 LC
Morning Praise
All Age Service

9.30 Bromeswell, Alderton
11.00 Sutton

9.30 RH
Holy Communion

9.30 Shottisham
11.00 Bawdsey, Bromeswell,
Ramsholt
6.30 Bawdsey (Taizé)

RH Rev’d Ruth Hatchett
PF Pat Fleetwood, Lay Elder

www.villagevoices.org.uk

LC Lydia Calvesbert, Reader
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From the Horse’s Mouth
Riding For The Disabled, Hollesley Group

Hello there! Top of the morning to you
all again. Yes it’s me Hoolie, you may
remember my blog in March last year,
well ‘they’ have let me have another go
provided I don’t give you too much of
the blarney!
Now, I have to start by telling you
about the ‘crack’ we had at the end of
term party for the Wednesday group.
The theme was to have a Strictly Come
Dancing party and whilst we may
not be as good as the Spanish Riding School we could certainly give
Michael Flatley from River Dance, a
pointer or two. If you can imagine six
or so horses and ponies doing a dance
routine to very loud music you will
have some idea what I mean. It was the
conga which brought the house down,
with our riders swinging their arms
and bodies around and us our tails and
manes with ears switching to and fro,
more or less in time to the music, with
the odd pirouette thrown in for good
measure. It was a laugh a minute I can
tell you.
Our clients, helpers and instructors
then went down the road to sing carols
to two ladies who don’t get out very often. They knew the group was coming
and put on a great spread for everyone
and included a very generous donation
for hay for us ponies.
As I have been here for quite a long
time, I have jumped the blog queue to
February 2011 page 12

Rosie Clarke getting stuck in at the beginning of the RDA at Sutton

express us ponies sadness at hearing
that Rosie Clarke, our Saturday instructor, had died over the Christmas period.
We will all miss her and we know that
the Saturday children will too. Her
commanding presence and her sense of
fun inspired us all to ‘trot on’ which we
shall continue to do in her memory.
Rosie knew that the fine red tractor,
which has been donated to us from
Mortier Farms Ltd, has been named
‘Rosie’. She thought it a lovely idea
and saw her name painted on the bonnet in the autumn.
As you all know, the weather has been
pretty tough, our water froze up and we
were a bit desperate until James Leggat
www.villagevoices.org.uk

brought a water bowser down which
helped a lot. We have eaten a lot of hay
so far but this is why our instructors
think ahead and plan so that we don’t
go short, nevertheless we shall have to
be careful and not waste any.
The fields saw a lot of action in December when the lads from Rock
Barracks came in and did some fencing repairs and sorted the overgrown
hedges which were shorting out the
electric fencing. Two of the lads even
had their photo taken with Father
Christmas who happened to be visiting
at the time. We are all hoping that they
will have time to come back soon as
the spring and summer fields are also
in need of repair.
Though it gives me goose bumps to
think of it, Philippa, as reported in the
last blog, did her charity swim at Aldborough on Boxing Day. Despite the
frosted shingle and the bitter cold, she
braved the waters of the North Sea and
raised over £300 for us. What a star!
In addition, the raffle of food hampers
at Morrisons raised a goodly amount
too and helped spread the word about
the RDA.
Well, as usual I’ve been going on a
bit, but then there was so much to tell
so I must away and practice my dance
steps, well you never know!
Until the next time.
Hoolie
Contacts:
Centre
Shirley Green

410014
411251
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Hollesley Judo Club News
Awards
We received awards in September at
the Suffolk Coastal Sports Awards.
Neil Jolliffe got ‘Coach of the Year’ for
his hard work especially with beginners. A founder member of the club,
Neil is the first to arrive and the last to
leave − this is recognition he deserves.
We were awarded ‘Club of the Year’
for being family friendly and a Bronze
‘Clubmark’ award, we also had success
with gradings and Keith CartwrightJones was awarded 1st Dan Black Belt.
We have 4 satellite clubs the newest being at Rock Barracks on Sutton Heath.
Anyone interested in starting or returning to Judo please ring me for details.
We have regular classes for beginners.
Sponsored Judo Throw – Split
proceeds between Judo Club and Help
for Heroes!
Our sponsored Judo throw challenge
took place on 11th November, raising
funds for new judo mats (£90 each!)
and Help for Heroes.
Five teams of 12 players, in size order
of 5yrs up to some older folk! One
person out front throwing everyone in
the team then the next person throwing
everyone and so on, for 10 minutes!
It’s not just the throwing, its being
thrown and getting out of the way
quickly, or get squashed! There was
February 2011 page 14

so much excitement and enthusiasm
the place was buzzing, and the noise
of people hitting the mats, one after
another. There was loads of encouragement from supporters. The total
number of throws that night, was 1,412
which was amazing!! And guess which
team threw the most – yes the oldies!!
Money is still coming in and if anyone
would like to make a donation it will
go to Help for Heroes. The total raised
so far is £1,350 for Judo club and a
massive £1,850 for Help for Heroes
(the extra as donations in buckets).
Thanks go to all the players and everyone who sponsored or donated to the
event. That was a fantastic effort.
Julie Joliffe
SHEPHERD & DOG DARTS
Knock-out cup quarter final
Shepherd v Grundisburgh Dog
Up first was Stoney who would do better throwing stones as he lost 1-2. To be
fair he was playing one of the leagues
100% winners.
Our Captain Dingle Bailey won 2-1
against arch-rival Eddie Marsh.
Hyde, Lennard and Creed all won 2-0
the latter hitting a 180, Tom played to
win the match but went down 2-0 giving a singles score of 4-2 and making
the doubles games a little more interesting!
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Dingle and Lennard were up first
against the 100% man and Mr Marsh;
this close game was won by the Shepherd, putting us in the semi-finals.
Fours competition at Woodbridge FC
For the Shep were Hyde, Stone, Creed
and Vincent. They scraped through the
first round, improved in the 2nd, won the
semi and, after an eternity trying to hit
a double, beat Ufford in the final. Now
Mr Clement has some Silverware to
clean at the pub!
League - Shep v Grudisburgh Dog
Tom Vincent recorded a 2-0 win as
did Carl Lennard who also hit
a 119 check-out. Dave Hyde
then met the 100% man and
duly lost 2-0.
Captain Dingle steadied the ship
with a 2-0 and Garren Creed
pulled out all the stops to beat Ed
Marsh 2-1.
Stoney played for the match, brought
his pebbles again and went down 2-1.
Singles score 4-2 up with just one doubles required, it was Hyde and Stoney
for us (Stoney using Lennard’s darts)
playing 100% man and Marsh Junior;
there was much improvement and our
boys had that winning feeling for the
first time on the night. Not so good
were the next two games both being
lost, but a 5-4 win is all we require to
stay in touch with the league leaders.
www.villagevoices.org.uk

Pairs competition at Woodbridge FC
For the Shepherd were Lennard and
Bailey, Hyde and Creed, Stoney and
Vincent. After two rounds only Lennard and Bailey were left for the
Shepherd. They marched into the semifinal which they won. The final for this
comp’ is played on the Presentation
Night.
League - Shep v Orford Sports Club
Orford Sports Club boast a couple
of super league players and a 100%
record. Up first was Tom Vincent who
won 2-0. Next was a loss for Lennard 1-2 with a 180 against him in the
deciding leg, Stoney at last recorded
a league win 2-1 followed by a
thrashing for our Capt Dingle at
the hands of arguably one of the
best players in the league,
Duane Nessling.
Garren Creed gave us the lead winning
2-0, Orford levelled in the last game
with P. Hurren beating the un-lucky
D. Hyde 2-1. Singles score 3-3. The
doubles draw favoured the Shepherd.
Match Result 5-4, putting us level second in the league. Its all to play for.
Carl Lennard

February 2011 page 15

February 2011 page 16

www.villagevoices.org.uk

www.villagevoices.org.uk

February 2011 page 17

English afternoon goes down a storm

We had an English afternoon because
every time we have a curriculum open
afternoon parents ask for more! In the
past we have done science, maths and
art so now it was the turn of English.
Also, there was an
English lunch where
pupils and their parents
could each have one of
Mrs Beal’s BRILLIANT
meals!

There was also a section where you
could choose a picture and describe
it in a poem or a descriptive piece
of writing. Another activity was a
Christmas treasure hunt and who ever
participated found Christmas clues to
find the mystery word in an excellent
hunt , which took place in the school
grounds,

Iona Balleny

Over 30 parents went back to school
for the day when they joined their
children for an English afternoon at
Hollesley Primary School.

The English afternoon
included a reading by Mr
Blunden for year 4/5/6 of
‘A Christmas Carol’ by
Charles Dickens. Everybody was stunned because it was so amazing!
Back to the classroom for an afternoon of English
After the story we had to
draw a picture to do with the story. He
English afternoon included a lot more
also read different stories to the other
than this but we’d be going on for ages!
classes in the school.
The teachers, of course, were still here
but they were here, there and a bit of
There were lots of activities throughout every where really. After they set up all
the school and you could choose which the activities they went round making
ones you wanted to do. There was a
sure everyone knew what to do.
quiz on our interactive white board
where people answered questions and
Our head teacher says that she likes
wrote down their score in an excellent,
to encourage the parents to come into
mini competition.
school and to see how we learn in different subjects. She also thinks these
February 2011 page 18
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afternoons are fun and believes learning should be fun. And what did the
parents think? These are some of their
thoughts of English afternoon:
Holly’s mum said “It was amazing!”
Lewis’s mum said “It was a pleasure
working with Lewis, Nadine and Max
because they worked their hardest and
enjoyed themselves. And if they do it
again I’d definitely go!” Several parents
commented that they thought Mr Blunden was a fantastic storyteller but they
enjoyed the treasure hunt most of all.
And, as always, many of them said
“Lunch was great!”
School reporters:
Tabitha Chapman and Luke Coates
School photographer:
Iona Balleny
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The Alde and Ore Futures

Therese Coffey tells us what the government thinks
In December the Alde and Ore Association invited our new MP, Therese
Coffey, to Orford Town Hall to tell us
about government thinking and plans
for the area. She had persuaded the
government minister Richard Benyon
to come and see for himself the problems that we face with flooding threatening low-lying land from Slaughden
right down to Bawdsey.
At present the government is cutting
funding for defences at a time when
many sea and river walls have been
allowed to fall into disrepair over the
years. There are plans to allow controlled flooding and ‘make space for
water’ which would lose huge areas of
valuable farm land. Up to now, farmers have not always been allowed to
defend their land and properties against
the sea, but Therese is trying to get the
government to change its mind, and
it is likely that private people will be
able to do more at their own expense.
In some cases people would be compensated for houses under threat and
would be provided with new housing
set safely back from the sea but still in
a rural area.
The government aims to simplify
bureaucracy and provide some more
capital for defences, but they cannot do
it everywhere. The RSPB, Natural Engwww.villagevoices.org.uk

land, landowners and the communities
themselves will need to take greater
responsibility.
We heard about an example of local
plans to raise the river wall at Butley
along a 400 metre stretch, using local
clay with grass topping to stabilize the
bank as was used in Louisiana post
Hurricane Catrina. Landowners and
property owners may have to pay for
this, but it would protect the hinterland
from all but exceptional overtopping
for years to come.
Bill Parker – Suffolk Coast Futures
Officer – looks ahead
Bill Parker considered how changes to
the area would affect us all, our communities with an ageing population,
quality of life, businesses, environmental and other issues. How will we
be affected in the next 20 years? Will
there be an uncertain climate with tidal
surges and more flooding, some of it
changing the landscape permanently?
How will wildlife and its habitat be
affected? Undoubtedly there will be
winners and losers.
Communities must take responsibility
now for the future and share thinking
and actions with their neighbours.
Helen Macleod
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Hollesley Village Carol Singing
My sincere thanks to those who again
braved the cold weather and icy conditions and turned out for the carol singing. My special thanks to Di Whitney
who organised the event at Oak Hill
and amassed a group of approximately
15 singers and to Jane Byrne who accompanied us on her accordion, also to
Mickey McBurnie who accompanied
our group, again of about 15 singers,
when we sang along The Street.
Unfortunately we had no musical accompaniment at Shingle Street but a
valiant group of 7 singers including
young William, who was in charge of

The brass section

As last year Richard and Selena opened
their Coltec garage showroom, after
days of clearing space, for carol singing. They provided mulled wine, mince
pies and organised a musical group
which was thoroughly enjoyed and appreciated by all who attended.
The total raised this year was £527.87,
shared between St. Elizabeth Hospice
and Hollesley Church. £175.63 of this
total was collected on the Coltec Garage evening.

Carol singers at Coltec garage

the collecting box, still recieved a very
warm welcome. A special thank you to
those who provided us with most welcome refreshments and of course the
many who supported us financially.
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The highlights for me were to hear the
children playing their musical instruments at the Garage and at John and
Jenny’s house.
A HUGE THANK YOU to all those
who helped to make Hollesley Village
Carol Singing such a success.
Joan Butcher
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Boyton Mission
Greetings from the Mission at Boyton. January can sometimes feel like a
harsh month, not much to look forward
to. The excitement and expectation of
Christmas and the New Year are over
and past, it’s a full month (31 days)
and long dark nights that seem never
ending.
But ‘we’ – collectively – can draw
great strength from the fact that such
prominent people as Jesus and Bill
Graham, also had times of forbearance
and long-suffering: Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane, and Bill Graham
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on the eve of his impending visit and
campaign to Cambridge in November
1955.
“They that wait upon the Lord shall
renew their strength – the shall mount
up with wings – as eagles – they shall
run, and not be weary.” ISA 40:31.
Our speakers for February are – 6th
Paul Kemp (Ipswich), 13th Steve Dart
(Hollesley), 20th Cecil Gill (Ipswich),
27th Sam Potter (Bury).
Every Blessing to you.
Steve and Linda Dart
01394 411876
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The Last Hollesley Pub Crawl

J

ez and Zoe would like to invite you to
possibly the last ever Hollesley village
pub crawl. Since moving to The Old
Fox in Hollesley last year we have been
asked so many times if we were going
to open up the the pub again. And so,
for one night only, we are!
After quickly realizing how much love
and memories the ex-pub holds for
many local residents we thought it
would be a nice thing to do.
The plan is to meet at the Shepherd
and Dog around 7.30–8pm on the 12th
of February, have a drink or two there
and then walk to The Old Fox where a
temporary bar, courtesy of The Shepherd
and Dog, will be waiting along with
some bar snacks etc…
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The Old Fox
All drinks to be purchased from the bar.
Time at the bar will be called at 12am.

February 2011 page 25

Notes From The Boyton Parish
Council Meeting Held On
Thursday 16th December
2010
Dr Stentiford is still gathering
letters of support for a ‘Broadband Bid’, a wireless system for
which ‘sign-up’ will be required. The
bid was required to be submitted by 4th
January 2011.
The Responsible Finance Officer
advised that the precept for 2011/12 is
£982, an increase of £31.
The Boyton Environmental Group
gave an update, advising that the July
‘Beach Watch’ exercise was a great
success, as is the ‘Vegetable Exchange’
box. The oil bulk order system is also
thriving. There will be a meeting on
22nd January in the Village Hall, that
will be attended by Dan Wheals, a
Community Environmental Action Advisor. A wide range of topics will be up
for discussion, such as various community schemes, local resilience, income
generation, solar PV, funding sources,
etc. As this is of wide interest in the
area, an invitation has been issued to
Hollesley PC and residents.
A reply has been received from the
Peninsula Practise about the cessation
of the Wednesday surgery at Boyton,
but which in essence changed nothing. Boyton residents who did not have
their own transport and could not get
to the other surgeries can receive home
visits on request. The council felt that
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although the arrangements still
represented an unfair distinction
between the Mary Warner Homes
and the village, the matter should
be let lie for the time being.
A letter has been received from
the Mary Warner Trust regarding
the footpath through the Mary Warner
Wood, and offering that should be a
“permissive footpath”. It was agreed
that this offer is not acceptable, and
that application should be made to have
this route as a formal Public Footpath
on the Definitive Map and Statement
for the area.
Councillor Ivan Clark advised that as
he has now moved from the village, he
did not feel it appropriate to remain a
member of the council, and therefore
tendered his resignation. Mr Lilley
thanked him for his hard work and
commitment, and congratulated him on
attending every meeting since his election to the PC.
Notification has been received of the
intention to close the C339 Capel /
Butley road for the five week period for
the purpose of undertaking strengthening measures to the Stonebridge Culvert. Traffic will be diverted via Capel
Green. The clerk will write to the
Highways Division expressing concern
about the length of time hat the road
will be closed.
The next meeting will take place at
7.30pm on Wednesday 16th February
2011.
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Cosy in the winter
A history of Shinglestreet

Hot off the press comes this fascinating book by Sarah Margittai and Alec
Burwood. Alec and Sarah’s family
moved from Aldeburgh to Shingle
Street in the 1870’s and they have
researched the years from around 1800
to 1939 to discover just what it was like
to live and work in this remote hamlet
over the years. Sometimes there are
facts: sometimes
assumptions have
to be made when
there is limited
information, as
most people were
unable to read
and write in those
days.
Interesting old
maps show us
numerous Martello Towers that
were built along
the coast, several
disappearing or
being demolished
due to the shifting
nature of the shingle. Hosley Bay
is clearly marked
which shows why we pronounce the
village as we do. The Lifeboat Inn,
Pilots and Coastguards were part of the
scene but smuggling took place under
their very noses and was a way of life.
Many old photographs help to fill in
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more detail of the life and harsh times
of the Shinglestreeters.
And yet Shingle Street can be ‘Cosy
in the winter’ as the Carol Singers discovered when we were were
ushered in out of the frost and wind
and welcomed into the Tower and the
Coastguard’s house. A roaring fire
and a glass of
wine were very
welcome!
Sarah is a great
raconteuse and
tells the story in
an engaging and
absorbing way.
Many readers
will want to have
their own copy of
the book. It will
be promoted at
the start of the
tourist season,
but for local people and readers
of Village Voices
it is available
now at just £10
to collect from
Elizabeth Maskell 411770, Helen
Macleod 411232 or £11 by post from
Alec Burwood 01787 222841.
Helen Macleod
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Suffolk Wildlife Trust
School Holiday Activities at
Foxburrow Farm
Saddlemakers Lane, Melton, nr Woodbridge, IP12 1NA. Contact foxburrow.
education@suffolkwildlifetrust.org or
Tel: 01394 380113
Woodcraft Day: Build a bird or bat
box, bird feeder and musical instrument, plus conservation work. For
children aged 10−15.
21st February, 10am−2pm. Cost £8.50
including materials. Please book.
Family afternoon: Winter Homes:
make bird feeders, whittle mini beast
homes and spot animal homes on the
farm.
22nd February, 2pm−4pm. Cost: Adult
£1.50/child £3.50. Please book.
Tracking for treasures, for 6−10 year
olds. Use maps and compasses to solve
the clues and find hidden treasure.
25th February, 10am−2pm. Cost £6.
Please book.
Adult Course:
An introduction to bats. Tutor − Arthur
Rivett. This taster session will look at
bat biology, roosts, feeding requirements, conservation and threats.
Friday 11th February, 9.30am−12.30pm.
£10, Concessions: £8.50
Bookings: 01473 890089
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Save our Forests
You may have heard recently about
the Government’s proposals to sell-off
some of the forests owned by the Forestry Commission. Rendlesham Forest
is one area that could be affected if the
sell-off goes ahead.
Although it’s not clear what a change
of ownership would mean, many
groups have expressed concern that
some access rights could be lost.
If you feel strongly, you may wish to
sign the petition at www.38degrees.
org.uk/save-our-forests. You can also
get information on the proposal from
Defra’s website at ww2.defra.gov.uk/
rural/forestry/.
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Your Letters -

keep writing , we love to hear your views and stories

Dear Editor
With reference to Alan Stoddart’s request for information and photographs
about Dick Durrant. I have consulted
with my sister Penny who knew him
when she was a young girl. Unfortunately we don’t have any photographs.
Our father, Len Pooley worked for
Dick full time as a coach driver (and
possibly taxi work) before the Second
World War and until he was called up
into the RAF. His coach was called
“The Boyton Belle”. Dad was originally from Needham Market but lived
with the Durrants whilst he worked for
Dick.
Our Mum lived in Sutton, at Ferry
Farm, with her parents and she met
Dad before war broke out, at one of
the many Saturday evening dances that
occurred in villages during that period.
They married and Penny was born in
1939. She remembers at age 3 or 4
being taken to Dick’s bungalow at Hollesley, which she says was built lengthwise parallel to the road and unusually
had a verandah. Dad was stationed at
Wattisham so was able to return to their
home at Sutton, sometimes at weekends, and also visit his old boss.
Penny said she was ‘spoilt rotten’ by
Uncle Dick and Aunt Nell as they had
no children of their own. Our parents
had no transport of their own during
the war and used to bus to Hollesley.
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I have no knowledge of the Durrants,
other than hearsay as I did not arrive
into this world until 1946. Following
the war and after my Dad’s demob
from the services our family moved to
Woodbridge. Penny lives there again
now. Dad then worked in Woodbridge,
but not for Dick Durrant.
Judy Collins
Dear Editor
Many thanks for my December copy
of Village Voices and really enjoyed
reading about the Boyton Beauty Buses
in Past Times. I knew the owner Mr R
Durrant and his brother very well. Bill
managed the Boyton Hall Farm which
was the first place I started work at
when I was 14 years of age. Frank lived
and worked looking after a herd of
cattle on the marshes adjoining Boyton
Hall Farm. After Mr R Durrant sold his
buses he and his driver Len would take
my brother Richard and I to the dog
racing at Ipswich stadium. We spent
many happy and exciting hours in his
company.
Wishing you all a Merry Christmas and
keep up the good work for 2011.
Ray Middleditch
Walton, Felixstowe
Dear Editor
Lydia, Ben and Alison Calvesbert of
Bawdsey express their sincere thanks
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to all their friends and neighbours in
the Wilford Peninsula that sent messages of condolence following the passing
of Jim.
We have been inundated with over 150
letters and cards and, although we have
replied to relatives and friends who live
outside the area, there have been far
too many locally to answer individually. Therefore please accept this as our
only, but very grateful acknowledgement.
We particularly wish to thank those
who attended the thanksgiving for
Jim’s life at St Mary’s Bawdsey on
December 2nd – a day after a heavy
snowfall with a bitter North East wind.
Over 100 of you gave your support to
us on that day.
The funeral arrangements were in the
capable hands of Richard Wright of G
W Smith Alderton and the Rev’d Ruth
Hatchett’s references to Jim, and his
affection for blackbirds and hedgehogs,
backed by those who read his favourite
poems with such sensitivity, and organist Micky McBurnie’s playing of Jim’s
favourite numbers from Burl Ives at
the close made it a fitting tribute to the
man.
Special mention must be made of the
catering with which many of you from
the village helped and generously
contributed – a wonderful community
gesture – co-ordinated by Marian and
Roy Collins.
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We were over-whelmed by the subsequent level of donations totalling £668.
£378 for St Mary’s and £290 for the
BHPS – a reflection of the affection
and respect in which you held Jim.
Lydia Calvesbert
Dear Editor
Although I wrote an article for Village
Voices in mid 2010, there still seems to
be some misunderstanding regarding
the Christmas Day delivery of presents.
The reasons I gave previously why the
Suffolk Horses can no longer carry out
the delivery is because Bruce Smith
who was stud groom, retired in 2010
and was in Portugal for Christmas. I
realise that a wonderful tradition has
ceased but let us all be grateful for
what Bruce has done for some 35 years
and just accept that some things reach
a natural ending.
I would also like to make it clear that
the Suffolk Punch Trust provides free
entry to the coffee shop specifically to
accommodate local people. Because I
also work for the National Trust I know
how many people would like to go to
the coffee shop at Sutton Hoo but are
put off by the entry fee.
Lastly, we know that some people
felt that entry to the Christmas Bazaar should have been free. Perhaps
we failed to explain that the entry fee
included access to the exhibition area,
implement barn, harness room and all
outside areas. We also, of course, need
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to raise money for the job we are doing
to protect the Suffolk Horses and other
endangered species that we have.
I do hope this clarifies many issues
and we look forward to welcoming you
back when we re-open in 2011
Jim Wyllie (Trustee)
Dear Editor
The Suffolk Punch Trust could not be
bothered to run the horses on the cart
at Christmas. Many local people and
children were very disappointed as we
all love to see them. Their excuses are
not good enough. There are plenty of

local people with ability and experience with the horses. If they need
certificates they should get them. One
part-time man is not sufficient. These
are working horses and should be seen
on the roads, they are not museum exhibits. The Suffolk Punch is part of our
village and we are proud of them.
PS Two years ago I reported the gates
at Rectory Road were not locked, I
lashed them temporary with rope, there
were 7 mares and 7 foals at the gate.
My lashing is still there – no chain or
lock?
Mick Pattrick

Holiday Club Thanks

Our thanks go to Lydia and Di for producing the play and to the other helpers
on the day. A special thank you to Gill
Whiffin who made a magnificent new
set of costumes, some of which can be
seen pictured above.
www.villagevoices.org.uk

Ruth Hatchett

J

ust before Christmas, a group of
thirty children had
a fun morning at Hollesley Church doing
messy craft and food
activities, including
‘donkey dung’ – don’t
ask! They also prepared our nativity play
for the Crib Service on
Christmas Eve.

The Holiday Club Nativity Play

Our next holiday club is during the
half-term holiday, on Wednesday 23rd
February, 9.45–12 noon. Ring Di on
411079 or Lydia on 411779 to make
sure of your place. All primary school
children are welcome.
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Wintry Wanderings
New Year’s Day. First walk of the year,
and this one is Walk 18 in Debbie and
Pauline’s little book. Park at Riding for
Disabled near Woodhall Manor, and
set off in steady rain past barns and
stables. Telephone wires dripping in
rain: in the autumn dozens of swallows
perched on them. Hopefully, they are
thousands of miles away in the African
sun swooping above herds of wildebeest and zebra.
Muddy, rutted farm track past pastures
with RDA horses in woolly winter
coats looking a bit forlorn in the rain.
Ahead, a long, low hill crowned with
trees: Rockhall Wood. Once, it was part
of the seabed. It’s a little geological
gem – a four million year-old island of
Coralline Crag. Hard stuff – good for
church towers – hence the name of the
wood. Tumbledown farm barn near the
Deben seawall. Sliding pantiles, rotting
beams, great holes in the walls. Love to
learn its history.
Raining harder. Didn’t plan it, but it’s
low tide on the river: lots of birds feeding. Glistening, smooth grey mud: avocets, redshank, curlew, shelduck. They
weigh just a few ounces, but must be
tough as nails to survive winter. Distant
bangs: bird scarers? Shooting parties?
Inland pastures look good for barn
owls. Borrowdykes ditto for kingfishers. Hope some have come through the
Arctic pre-Christmas weather.
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Stonner Point: haven’t seen this many
Brent geese since leaving the Essex
coast in 2005. Several hundred feeding
in field of winter wheat: nattering, gobbling, nibbling. Hope to pass without
them spotting me: not a chance! Hundreds of necks straighten, beady eyes
assess my threat. They walk away – no
panic, I’m glad to see. I’m cold – but
to them, this is a balmy day. At this
moment, in Siberia, their homeland is
a howling, icy blackness: but months
from now, the sun will rise again. Spot
a single family with four youngsters:
if they are typical, the Brents have just
had a great breeding season.

It’s a little geological gem
– a four million year-old
island of Coralline Crag.
Big, battered ash tree beside farm
track, where once we saw an oystercatcher perched 40 feet up, calling to
his mate nesting in the crop below.
Those sooty black knobs on the bark
are King Alfred’s Cakes – a great name
for a fungus!
Almost back at RDA. Immense hybrid
black poplar: great limbs reaching skywards. Towering witness to a hundred
other cold, grey New Year Days.
Laurie Forsyth
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Laurie Forsyth

Lots Of Grey Geese
One group of birds the cold weather
brought to our area was a number of
the rarer grey geese. Not the common Greylags which are here all the
time. Most winters we see a few of
these welcome visitors, especially at
the Boyton RSPB reserve. They like
to feed on grazing marshes or may
be found in crops or mopping up old

Matthew Deans

Relic from a bygone era. The tumbledown barn at Rockhall Wood

Continued on p.34
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potatoes or other plants left after the
harvest. Recently there have been Tundra Bean Geese and Taiga Bean Geese
at Boyton. The Tundra version of this
sought-after species is much the more
common but rare around here – more
often seen at North Warren RSPB nature reserve. To get them both is quite
exciting to a birdwatcher. The Taigas
are really quite rare in Suffolk. The two
are named after the habitat that they
tend to be found in. Taiga is the northern end of the boreal forest of Russia and Canada while tundra is to the
north of that which is basically treeless
grasses, mosses and dwarf shrubs.
Other grey geese seen at Boyton have
been White-fronted Geese and some
Pink-footed Geese. The latter has
a steadily increasing population in
Britain and Norfolk birds are more and
more coming down into Suffolk.
The grazing marshes have their water controlled by the RSPB and are
becoming more and more important
for wintering and passage birds with a
few rare breeders as well. This includes
the grazing marshes at Hollesley, down
below Warren Hill, which are also attracting lots of wintering birds again
– recovering from past drainage. The
four Taiga Bean Geese have been visiting this area as well. These are seen in
the photograph (p.33) but the image is
not entirely clear because these birds
tend to stay well away from people!
There have also been excellent flocks
of duck at both reserves with 1500
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Wigeon counted at Boyton on New
Year’s Eve and 600 at Hollesley on the
same day.
A walk down past Banter’s Barn at
Boyton is well worth it at any time of
year but remember to take your binoculars.
Nick Mason

Spread the Warmth
With one bitterly cold spell experienced already this winter, Age UK
Suffolk is urging everyone to help
them spread a little warmth this
winter.
Daphne Savage, Chief Executive of Age UK Suffolk said, “My
message to any older person who
is cutting back on basics such as
food and heating because they’re
concerned about high fuel costs,
is to call one of our Help Centres
for advice. Our Ipswich Help Center is on 01473 257039 (Mon–Fri,
9am–5pm).”
Mrs Savage continued, “We
would urge all readers to be good
neighbours during this winter
period – keep a watch on older
people close to you and raise your
concerns if something doesn’t
seem right. An offer to help with
some essential shopping or lifts
during bitterly cold weather may
be much appreciated.”
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Local Contacts
Hollesley Village Hall Bookings

Christine Gillespie

411562

Boyton Village Hall Bookings

Val Murray

410117

Hollesley School

Lynne Wright (Headteacher)

411616

Welcome Club

Marian Collins

411262

Hollesley Womens Institute

Gina Forsyth

411727

Mothers Union

Pat Fleetwood

410409

Hollesley Players

Sharon Culley

01728 688446

Whist Drives

Jill Cocksedge

411108

Hollesley Bowls Club

Roy Winchester

411564

Indoor Bowls

Nigel Smith

411549

Alderton Surgery

411641

Hollesley Badminton Club

Chris Andrews

411126

Junior Soccer

Keith Banthorp

01473 737474

Judo Club

Julie Jolliffe

410483

1st Sutton Brownies

Sonja Patterson

420576

Hollesley Pre-school

Terrie Cornwell-Dunnett

410492

Hollesley Parent and Toddler

Kerry Simoes

411603

Emergency Planning Coordinator

Barry Towler

07530 571607

Suffolk Link Bus

Sadie

Marine Life Rescue

Head Office

Hollesley Parish Council

Dennis Driver (Chairman)

411707

Noelle Gore (Clerk)

411032

Keith Lilley (Chairman)

411409

Alan Hall (Clerk)

411432

District Councillor

Rhona Sturrock

411082

Hollesley Bay Day Centre

Audrey Shelcott

411776

Community Police Officer

PC Andy Warne

01473 613500

Hollesley Commons

Nick Mason

Community Car Service

Janet Gardiner

Boyton Parish Council
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0845 604 1802
01825 765546

411150
01473 630866
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