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Dear friends, A Happy New Year from Village Voices
How time flies, and already we are looking ahead and wondering what 2009 will bring.
The communities served by Village Voices continue to thrive and have much to offer. For
some who work away during the day, it is a joy to return to the peace and slower pace of
village life. There is something for everybody and we are very lucky.

Phil Morley

We think of all our
soldiers who have
returned to Rock
Barracks after a tour
of duty, back with
their loved ones, and
enjoying a much
needed breather. We
are very proud of you
all. Read about the
Regiment on p.11

Helen Macleod
(Editor)
Honouring the Regiment. Maj Gen Keith Cima presents
Afghanistan tour medals (Archant Print Ltd)
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Tree Planting Day

School Photo

On Tuesday 2nd December all the families at Hollesley Primary School were involved in
planting trees for the future. The whole point of Tree Day was to make another wildlife
habitat in our spacious grounds and to provide additional shade in the summer.
It was a cold and frosty morning, but the planting still went ahead.

Tree planting at Hollesley School
The first tree was planted at 8.30 when the
sun was casting long dark shadows across
the field. By 9am 14 saplings had been
planted and they stood bright and proud,
later hiding away in the darkness. It was
past 4pm when the last tree was planted.
By then it was gloomy and dusk. In the
morning we could see ice crystals in the
clouds making rainbow patterns: they
looked beautiful. When you looked down
on the field then tilted your head up you
would see stormy clouds covering the sky.
At the moment the trees are dwarfs: soon
to become giants! Thirty saplings were
donated by the Woodland Trust – 10 wild
cherries, 10 rowan and 10 silver birch. In
the school there are thirty-six families so
we bought 8 extra field maple saplings.
Pre-school were going to put a sapling in
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but it was raining so they are going to do it
at a different time.
All the adults and their children were
having great fun. The adults commented
that they had a good time. One parent
remarked that they never did things like
this when she was at school. There was
also an element of healthy competition
with one family bringing their own
compost to give their tree a head start.
We hope that our trees will all grow and
we will be able to come and visit when we
are older and see our trees and how they
have changed. Altogether the children and
parents had a fantastic day.
Sarah Anderson and Natalie Whitney
(School reporters)
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Butley Modern School

Helen Macload

Pam Charity from Hollesley was the School Secretary for 28 years from the day it
opened in 1959 to its closing as a Middle School in 1987. This is her story.

Living in Hollesley today - Pam Charity, School Secretary, and Marian Collins, Teacher.
Marian joined the staff in 1960 before moving to Farlingaye High School in 1986.
Butley Modern School was established in
September 1959 as a new-build school for
pupils aged 11 – 15 years. It was a large
two storey building situated behind the
then Forestry Commission houses.
It had extensive grounds for rugby and
football, tennis, netball and hockey, cricket
and athletics. Gardens were also
established with fruit trees, vegetables,
flowers and lawns. Everything provided in
the school was brand new: books,
furniture, sports and gymnasium
equipment, cookers, lathes and audio.
Each child belonged to a school house
with local names: Tangham, Staverton,
Havergate and Wilford. There were large
airy subject rooms including a
wonderful library, a music room, art and
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science rooms. Cookery and Household
Management lessons were held in a special
kitchen and small flat. Shirley Girt and
later Judy Read made sure every girl
produced an iced and decorated cake for
their families for Christmas.
Hollesley was the village first chosen for
the school, but parents in the northern
catchment area were concerned about the
time and distance children would have to
travel on cycles and buses. Hence the more
central site of Butley was chosen.
Mr Tom Scopes was the Headmaster until
he moved to Kesgrave Modern School. Mr
Les Bolton then continued as Headmaster
until he moved to the newly designated
Farlingaye High School in 1964. The
teaching staff varied from the newly
www.villagevoices.org.uk

qualified to the more experienced teachers,
some of whom had served in the forces in
the Second World War, such as Wing
Commander Freddie Royle-Bantoft from
Boyton and Captain Nigel Bruce from
Hollesley.

Butley School was a very happy
environment. Discipline was quite strict
but very fair. The Deputy Head Miss
Gwen Dyke made sure that all girls were
properly dressed. In the age of mini skirts
she assembled them in the hall, made them
all kneel on the floor and measured with a
ruler to make sure that none of the skirts
were more than 4ins off the floor! Every
year she took a school party to Iona which
was a tremendous adventure in those days,
travelling by train, ferries and buses to
reach their destination. Other school trips
went to Wales and Derbyshire.

School badge
The school motto was ‘Faith, Adventure
and Strength.’ The school badge was
designed by Revd William Groom who
was at that time Rector of Hollesley. It
depicts a shepherd’s crook for Faith, a
Viking ship for adventure, and an oak tree
and castle for strength.
I remember the Opening Day very well. It
was a lovely autumn morning and there
was so much excitement, nervousness and
apprehension, not only by the children but
by the teachers and the various ancillary
staff appointed to this new school. The
kitchen staff were too shy to come out for
photos although they cooked wonderful
meals on a restricted budget. Prizegivings
were special occasions when illustrious
guests included Laurens van der Post and
General Slim. Prizes were given for effort
as well as for achievement.
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School trip to South Wales in early 60’s
Caning of children was still lawful in the
1960’s but at Butley it was rarely used and
only carried out by the Headmaster in
extreme discipline circumstances. Some
male members of staff kept a slipper for
occasional use.
Freddie Bantoft was responsible for Rural
Studies and the upkeep of gardens,
producing food for the kitchen. Michael
Cavanagh taught Art and ran a very
successful Bird Club. He took pupils out
in his Landrover to the river and forests
and the club often won competitions
against other schools.
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The school was such a huge opportunity
for the boys and girls living in this
catchment area. In 1959 village schools
had unheated outside toilets and Tunstall
school had no mains water and no flushed
loos! Unless they passed the 11 plus
exam, children would remain in the same
school from the age of 5 until they left at
15.
Many pupils from Butley achieved
success in their careers including
Raymond Herring, Chairman of Suffolk
Coastal District Council, Roy Lambert,
Detective Inspector for Suffolk Police,
Susan Moore, Sister Tutor and Davina
Foreman, Senior Midwife, both at Ipswich
Hospital. Donald Smith went from BT
Martlesham to Canada where he is now a
Company Director in the prestigious
electronics firm Mitel.
In 1975 Butley School became a Middle
School for children from 9 – 13, acting as
a bridge between the Primary schools and
the newly formed Farlingaye High School.
The Middle School flourished until
Suffolk Education Authority changed its
policy and abolished the three tier system.
It was a very sad day when the school
closed in 1987. The buildings have since
been demolished.
I understand that there are some
memorabilia in Suffolk Archives and
others are on display in Butley Village
Hall. All the silver cups can be
admired in a purpose-made display
cabinet there. Rescued from demolition
were three oak panels in gold leaf
listing the names of pupils achieving
academic and sports awards. There is one
missing: the Vitrix Ludorum Board (Girls’
Sports.) No doubt it was rescued by
someone who thought it should be
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preserved. If anyone knows
of its whereabouts, perhaps it could be
returned to Butley Village Hall thus
making the boards a complete record of
achievements at Butley School.
To me, and I feel sure, to many others
who had the privilege of working,
attending and being educated in this
splendid environment, it seems now as if
Butley School never existed. Marian
Collins and I have enjoyed reminiscing
about these happy times when we worked
together all those years ago.
Pam Charity
Thank you Pam for telling us your story of
Butley Modern School.
If any readers of Village Voices were at
the school and can add to this account,
please write and tell us about your
memories and the teachers and pupils that
made an impression on you. We would
love to hear from you. (Editor)

School trip to North Wales in the early 60’s
www.villagevoices.org.uk

Behind the scenes at Mary Warner Homes

Helen Macload

New to some was the step dancing, which
was apparently widely done years ago and
has been going through a revival. Three
young children showed their skills and
three adults. The step dancer performs on
a small board. It would help keep one fit.

Mary Warner Homes
On Friday the 5th December anybody
listening outside St Andrew’s Church in
Boyton would have wondered what on
earth was happening – clapping, boos and
aahs, weird musical noises – not the
normal expectations from a Church!
The event was the culmination of a project
led by the Wonderful Beast theatre
company in partnership with Suffolk Art
Link Culture Club and Suffolk Coastal
Arts and Heritage. Mornings had been
held at Mary Warner Homes involving
some of the residents. The material
produced was linked to a production ‘The
Dead Moon,’ featuring East Anglian
smuggling stories and local folk tales. The
main music was provided by Sylvia Hallet
from Wonderful Beast, with a variety of
instruments including the saw, Irish harp
and hurdy-gurdy.
The programme started with Vernon Rose
singing ‘Bogies Bonny Belle’ an old folk
song, followed by Mary Warner resident
Pat Fleetwood, reciting her poem about
her toddler son constantly asking
questions. Mary Chittock then sang, ‘The
Wild Rover’ and the audience joined in.
www.villagevoices.org.uk

Tom Tit Tot, a variation of Rumplestiltskin
was performed by members of the theatre
company with Mary Chittock, Malcolm
and Pat Fleetwood and David and Vera
King from Mary Warner Homes. Margaret
Plunkett, another resident, read ‘Overheard
on a Saltmarsh’ by Harold Munro. A
number of people remembered this from
their school days. Malcolm and Pat acted
out a short melodrama, ‘The Farm Lease,’
which involved the audience booing the
villain, (Malcolm), and ‘aahing’ the
farmer’s wife (Pat), and when the clock
struck midnight the audience had to call
out the stroke number from one to twelve.
That really got them going and gave
everybody a laugh.
There was a new sequel to ‘Tom Tit Tot’
titled ‘The Gypsy Women,’ with all the
Mary Warner residents who had taken any
part in the show, including more singing
and step dancing.
There were two shows on the day – one in
the morning and one in the afternoon, with
audiences from Orford, Felixstowe and
invited guests. The success of the venture
was such that there is a request for another
to be put on next year – we will see.
Malcolm Fleetwood
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From our Rural Dean at Boyton
involvement in Hollesley and Boyton over
many decades and more latterly for her
care and guidance as a priest in our midst.
Go well Judith with our love and our
thanks.

Helen Macleod

Over the Christmas period many of the
cards that we sent carried God's message
of goodwill to all people. ‘All people’
means that the minority voices of our
world need to be heard, so how do we
want our generation to be remembered?
As people who went the way of justice,
faithfulness and peace, or as people who
were careless, violent and unjust?

Boyton Church window
As a regular reader of Village Voices I am
accustomed to reading the very good
pieces written by Revd Judith Andrews.
However this month there is a change of
author and I am taking the opportunity of
meeting you through this column.
Last November Judith was appointed
Team Vicar with responsibility for
Shottisham, Sutton & Bromeswell and will
not be writing regularly in Village Voices
again. So I am sure that you will join with
me in thanking Judith for all her

Mary McAleese the Irish President once
said that ‘throughout history people have
sought to make sense of the world, of the
transience of human life and the
inevitability of death and that quest has led
to a search for God. God,’ she said,
‘sought out humanity, and the Divine, in
the form of a child, was born in
Bethlehem. God gave us the gift of his
Son to help us understand the transforming
power of His love.’
St Ignatius tells us that we find God in the
ordinary. I wish you a holy and peaceful
New Year and hope that you will find God
in every one you meet in our villages in
2009.
The Revd Canon Pauline Stentiford

Welcome to our Housegroup
Once a month we meet for friendship and discussion. Details from Di 411079
Transport can be arranged. Next meeting January 22nd
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Church Contacts

WEEKDAY SERVICES

Team Rector:
Revd David Murdoch, 01394 450336

Wednesday
12pm Sutton

Hollesley Churchwardens:
Fred Stentiford, 01394 411469
Pat Shannon, 01394 411214

1st Thursday
3pm Glebe House, Hollesley, Evensong

Boyton Churchwardens:
Malcolm Fleetwood, 01394 410409
Isobel Lilley, 01394 411409

3rd Thursday
10.30am Glebe House, Holy Communion

4th Friday

Tower Captain:
Alan McBurnie, 01394 411517

2pm Mary Warner Homes, Communion

3rd Monday 2.30pm

Organist:
Giles Bradley, 01394 411124

Colyton, Hollesley, Prayer Group

Music dates for your diary
Woodbridge School Swing Band 7th March 2009
Gordon Bennett Band 21st March 2009
CHURCH SERVICES JANUARY 2009
Day
4th
January

Boyton
11.00

DB

9.30

All Age Worship

MHS

11.0
DL
Communion

Communion
9.30
JH
Family
Communion with
Sunday Club
9.30
LC
All Age Worship

11th
January
18th January

Hollesley

Other Places
9.30 Alderton, Bromeswell
11.00 Sutton,
6.30 Shottisham
9.30 Alderton, Bromeswell
11.0 Bawdsey, Shottisham
4.30 Sutton: Christingle
9.30 Bromeswell, Sutton
11.00 Alderton

25th
9.30
JH 9.30 Shottisham
January
Communion
11.00 Bawdsey, Bromeswell and Ramsholt
Ministers: JH Revd Dr John Hare
LC Lydia Calvesbert (Reader)
DL Canon David Lowe
MHS Revd Michael Hamilton Sharp
DB David Bird (Reader)

www.villagevoices.org.uk
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Poplar Park

Poplar Park helps our soldiers

Early in November, at Poplar Park, we
were privileged to provide horse riding for
40 soldiers recently returned from
Afghanistan to Rock Barracks at Sutton
Heath. Major Sladden, Commander of the
Rear Party of 23 Engineer Regiment (Air
Assault), had contacted us to arrange for
the soldiers to come horse riding over two
days as an enjoyable part of their
homecoming. These young men and
women had been working flat out for a
year, many even longer, in war-torn
Helmand province.

This photo shows some of them, who had
never ridden before, demonstrating that
our soldiers can successfully tackle
anything!
Trisha Hardwick
Poplar Equestrian Centre
What a lovely story and a well-deserved
treat for these soldiers (Editor)

Transition Woodbridge

The Power of
Community
Wednesday 14th January 8pm
St John’s Church Woodbridge
Everyone who is concerned about Peak
Oil needs to see this film. Cuba faced an
energy crisis in the 1990’s. The story of
how a whole society rose to the challenge
gives us hope for the future in our
communities.
January 2009 page 10
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Lt Col John Rock

John Rock memorial
This centrepiece of the Garden of Remembrance at Rock Barracks is a bust of the former
Royal Engineer who, at Winston Churchill’s request, founded the first British Parachute
Corps in 1942. A Sapper from the outset, not only was he the first parachute soldier but
also the first glider soldier and the bust is a symbol of the regiment’s proud airborne
traditions and of the sacrifices that have been made by soldiers throughout the regiment’s
history. The garden offers a place where people can remember those who have died in
service.
Based at Rock Barracks is 23 Engineer Regiment (Air Assault) consisting of 16 Air
Assault Brigade’s engineering and infrastructure specialists. They played a key role in
preparing and clearing the route for delivery of the 200-tonne Kajaki Dam turbine in
Helmand province. The regiment also managed all the reconstruction and development
projects in the Southern Afghan province.
In November the very first important medals parade took place at Rock Barracks. Many
soldiers had only just returned from their six months’ tour of duty in Afghanistan. Lt
Colonel Dave Wilson led the 360 parading troops in front of Maj Gen Cima, and an
audience of 600 serving and retired soldiers, VIP guests, friends and families watched the
parade. The day finished with a marching display by the Band of the Corps of the Royal
Engineers.
Richard Smith
These extracts and photos from EADT November 22nd 2008 are used by special
permission from Archant Print Ltd for Village Voices. Readers will be very proud to read
about our local regiment and its achievements. (Editor)
www.villagevoices.org.uk
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Past times – From Akenfield to Pastures New
Peggy Cole MBE is one of
our readers and contributors. She
is well known in Suffolk as the
key figure of mother in
‘Akenfield,’ the famous film
made over 30 years ago about
village life in Suffolk in the early
1900’s. She broadcasts on local
radio, writes for local papers and
has written a number of books on
local country life.
Peggy’s latest book has just been
published, ‘From Akenfield to
Pastures New.’ It tells the story
of her move to Melton after over
40 years in her beloved village.
She had opened her council
house garden to countless visitors
over the years, including Princess
Margaret and Dame Thora Hird
and had raised thousands of
pounds for Charity.
Like many of us, as the years go
by, Peggy had to make some hard
decisions, helped by her family,
to move to somewhere more manageable and convenient, (or ‘downsize’ as we say these
days!) She is a born story-teller and her latest book describes in graphic detail her move
and her new life. It will bring a smile and a chuckle to anyone who has had a similar
experience. Perhaps you had a Book Token for Christmas.
Available from
Woodbridge Books, £10.99

Woodbridge to the Coast, by Robert Simper
This is another excellent book by a local author, and one of our readers. Robert Simper
has written many books, especially about our local area and the rivers, estuaries and
boats that sail on the water. This beautifully illustrated small volume takes us through
Woodbridge, into shops, meeting shopkeepers and visiting places that we all know so
well. Ramsholt, Shingle Street, Butley ferry and Poplar Park are just some of the familiar
places that are illustrated.
Available from Browsers Bookshop £9.99
Did you have more than one Book Token for Christmas? (Editor)

www.villagevoices.org.uk
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Bromeswell Singers
In concert

Music for the New Year
Sunday January 18th
2.30pm
All Saints Hollesley
Followed by tea and cake
Programme £4
Tickets at the door
Or from Di 411079, or Helen 411232

Operation
Christmas Child
Thank you so much to everyone who
contributed the boxes for this appeal. The
very poor children who receive these gifts
will be truly grateful. Bless you all!
Pat and Di

Hollesley Tower
Restoration Appeal
200 Club The winning numbers in the
November Draw were 62, 34, 26 and 30.
They shared prize money of £204.
Smartie tubes Those of you who received
tubes of Smarties at the Village Fete have
probably eaten the contents by now.
Hopefully the empty tubes are now almost
full of 20p pieces.
We can arrange to collect the full tubes
(and possibly exchange them for fresh
ones!), or they can be dropped off at
church on Fridays (ringing practice) or on
Sundays. Please contact me on 411355
Peter Harper

Keep the deer
off the road!

Laurie Forsyth

Buy an ultrasonic whistle which
fits easily on the front of your
car or motorbike.
The tiny device is airflow activated and emits a high
frequency whistle. This is
inaudible to humans but alerts
animals that a vehicle is
approaching. £7.50 From the
British Hedgehog Preservation
Society.
Ask Di 411079

Muntjac deer on Hollesley Common
www.villagevoices.org.uk

If this really works it would be a
tremendous asset to those of us
who are driving at night over
Hollesley Common (Editor)
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Village Voices
subscriptions
Do you know someone who would like
to receive Village Voices?
Subscriptions are available at a cost of
£10 for 12 issues including postage
within the UK.
Rates for overseas are considered
individually.
Please send the recipient’s name,
address and telephone number together
with a cheque for £10 payable to Boyton
PCC to Debbie Pipe, 4 Mallard Way,
Hollesley, Suffolk IP12 3QJ
We hear that many former residents of
the villages love to read Village Voices.
Now is their chance to catch up with
all our news.
January 2009 page 16

www.villagevoices.org.uk

Confidence makes a difference

Barbara Morgan chose Confidence as the
name of the business she launched from
her Oak Hill home in August. She is a
trained expert in para-medical skin
camouflage, and her skills can restore
confidence and a normal life to people who
have non-infectious dermatosis, bruising,
scarring, birthmarks, and unwanted tattoos.
These, and a whole range of other
blemishes severely affect the lives of many
people: they often have low self-esteem,
avoid social contact and don’t like going
out. They fear rejection, and are subject to
anxiety and stress. Sadly, they often suffer
in silence, believing their problem will be
dismissed as mere cosmetic vanity, instead
of the medical condition it actually is.
I visited Barbara at Oak Hill for a chat.
Barbara was born in Basildon, and lived at
Rendlesham before moving to Oak Hill in
2001 with husband James – a builder –
daughter Kirk, son Ryan, cats Sid, Alfie
and Spencer, and Dave the dog. Barbara
has been a qualified make-up artist for
many years, and she recently gained her
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vital professional qualification Diploma in
camouflage technique on an intensive
training course with BASC – the British
Association of Skin Camouflage – which is
a registered charity unconnected with
commercial business.
Many people prefer Barbara to visit them
at home. There, she will take her clients
through a comprehensive skin match
process to identify the correct colour, and
the most effective product. With these
decided, she will then demonstrate the
application technique so that her clients can
do everything for themselves, and
hopefully give them confidence.
Barbara opened a strong, silver case and
showed me the creams, toners, lotions and
brushes that accompany her whenever she
visits a client. She dabbed a near-invisible
skin tone on my hand as a demonstration,
and says she is thinking of Rock Barracks
as a possible future client, where people
could benefit from her service.
Laurie Forsyth
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Diary—Janu
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursd
New Year’s D

To have your event listed here, please contact
Debbie Pipe on 01394 411976
or
email diary@villagevoices.org.uk
5 Welcome Club, 2pm
Short Mat Bowls
7-10pm
Mobile Library

Mother & Toddler
Group, 1-3pm

12 Womens Institute
7pm

6 Short Mat Bowls, 2pm 7 Phantom Arche
Hollesley Youth Club
7.30-9pm
Badminton, 8-10pm
Hollesley Bay Gym

13 Short Mat Bowls
2pm

Brownies & Rainbows
5.30-7pm

Hollesley Bay Day
Centre

Hollesley Youth Club
7.30-9pm

Bingo, 7.30pm

Short Mat Bowls
7-10pm

Badminton, 8-10pm

Mother & Toddler
Group, 1-3pm
Brownies & Rainbows
5.30-7pm

19 Welcome Club, 2pm 20 Short Mat Bowls
Short Mat Bowls
7-10pm
Mobile Library

Bingo, 7.30pm
Mother & Toddler
Group, 1-3pm
Brownies & Rainbows
5.30-7pm
Bingo, 7.30pm
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Judo Club

2pm

Hollesley Youth Club
7.30-9pm

14 Phantom Arche
Judo Club

21 Phantom Arche
Judo Club

Badminton, 8-10pm

26 Hollesley Bay Day
Centre

Short Mat Bowls
7-10pm

27 Short Mat Bowls
2pm

Hollesley Youth Club
7.30-9pm

28 Phantom Arche
Judo Club

Badminton, 8-10pm
www.villagevoices.org.uk
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anuary 2009

hursday
ar’s Day

1 Whist Drive

Boyton Village Hall
7.30pm

Saturday

Sunday
3 Working Party

2

b

8 Whist Drive

Boyton Village Hall
7.30pm

4

9.30am, Ring Nick
Mason for details
411150

Karaoke Hollesley &
Oak Hill Social Club

Archers

Table Tennis, Boyton
3-5pm

9 Copy deadline

February Village
Voices

10

11

Karaoke Hollesley &
Oak Hill Social Club

Archers

b

15 Whist Drive

Boyton Village Hall
7.30pm

16

17 Table Tennis, Boyton 18
3-5pm

Bromeswell Singers
Hollesley Church
2.30pm
(see page 15)

Karaoke Hollesley &
Oak Hill Social Club

Archers

b

22 Whist Drive

Boyton Village Hall
7.30pm

23

24 Charity Pub

30

31

Quiz, 8pm
Shepherd & Dog

25

Karaoke Hollesley &
Oak Hill Social Club

Archers

b

Friday

29 Whist Drive

Boyton Village Hall
7.30pm
Karaoke Hollesley &
Oak Hill Social Club
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Village Voices
Photo
Exhibition and
open day
14th February
January
January2009
2009page
page19
19

Your Letters – we have 5 this month. Well done, everybody!
Dear Editor,
Thank you so much for sending Village
Voices that I find so interesting. I was
especially interested to read the article
about Mrs Collins who lived in Bushey
Lane.
When, in 1977 Hollesley County Primary
School celebrated its Centenary, I found
that Mrs Sarah Collins was the oldest
living ex-pupil of the school. We sent her
an invitation to all our Centenary
celebrations but sadly she felt unable to
attend. However, I was proud to spend an
afternoon with her at about that time. Mrs
Collins had such a wealth of memories of
the village and the school.

with a piece of the Celebration cake. She
was so pleased to receive it for she had a
very sweet tooth. She told me that when
Meals on Wheels came she always ate the
pudding first!
May I wish you all much Joy and may
2009 be a good year for Village Voices.
M. Enid Eyre, Felixstowe

Newcomers to Hollesley may not know
that Enid was the Headmistress at the
school from January 1973 to
August 1988. In the early days there
were over 160 children at the school,
when they moved into the new
building which we know today. (Editor)

One such memory was that because of
illness, when she was small, she became
unable to speak and the doctor told her
mother it would not be advisable to attend
school. The Headteacher at that time was
anxious about the number of children in
the school. He went to see Sarah’s parents
and arranged that she should attend school
each morning to receive an attendance
mark on the register. Sarah could then
spend the rest of the day in School House,
the home of the Headteacher. Mrs Collins
said this little ploy kept everyone happy!

Dear Editor,
My brother Andrew and I want to take
out a subscription for Village Voices. Our
mum, Betty Moore who lived at White
Gate Lodge, Alderton Road, sadly died 2
years ago. My brother and I grew up in
the village, and we are still regular
visitors. Both of us enjoy the magazine.

I am sure that those who were privileged
to know Mrs Collins would be surprised to
know that, for some months, she lost the
power of speech. On that memorable
afternoon she herself said, ‘ I’ve made up
for not being able to talk, because since
then I’ve never stopped!’

I am in the Butley Modern School photo
taken in April 1961. I am in the top of the
picture on the back at the far left. I was
only at the school for 2 years, but I did
have a friend called Patsy Wyman. It
would be great to have news about her.

She really was such fun to be with and to
listen to her tales of Hollesley. After the
great day I returned to see Mrs Collins
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Julie Tull, nee Moore
Brickhill, Bedford
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Dear Editor,
I have been recently looking through my
late mother’s old scrap books of newspaper
cuttings and postcards and I have come
across a photograph taken by the EADT or
the Woodbridge Reporter. It was taken
outside Hollesley Post Office, and shows
Miss Betty Charity and Mr Herbert
Whiting when they acquired the first Postal
Landrover. I imagine Mrs Ena Emmens
would know which year it was taken.

anyone else has photos of this old village
character. From the time I was at Hollesley
Primary School right through until the 70’s
Jimmy never seemed to change, and
always looked the same – Flat cap, stubble
chinned, shirt with stud collar, dark grey
striped waistcoat and trousers, and blakeys
on his boots.

Jimmy Dunkley exchanging something
with my brother-in-law, Michael French,
aged seven.
Whatever happened to dear old Jim? He
would always tell us that he came from the
big smoke (London!), apparently brought
down to Hollesley Bay when it was a place
for the unemployed. He lived in the cottage
on Duck Corner.

Betty Charity and Herbert Whiting, driver,
with the first new Landrover supplied for
deliveries in the Home Counties. The 20
mile postal delivery in the village was
made by bicycle in those days by Betty
Charity. The Landrover could now be used
for the outlying areas. Editor
I have also found a couple of photos of the
late Jimmy Dunkley taken in 1967 by my
American wife Rene. I am wondering if
www.villagevoices.org.uk

Phil Shimmon
Sault Ste Marie, Michigan
Dear Editor,
I am writing in reply to Maisie, nee
Nannatt’s letter in the November edition of
Village Voices. I was so sorry to learn that
all her brothers and sisters have passed
away. I remember them all with such
happy memories, walking to and from
school and playing during the long summer
holidays. I also remember her Dad who
was a farm foreman at Hollesley Bay
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L.C.C. He rode his cycle and was always
so smart with collar, tie, cap, breaches,
shiny buskins and boots. He always looked
a picture.
Following on from Maisie’s letter was
another very interesting letter about
Hollesley Choir from Vera (nee
Middleditch) and I was pleased to hear

about her family connections. I would love
to know if many others in that photo are
still with us.
Once again, many thanks for another
enjoyable read.
Walton, Felixstowe
Raymond Middleditch
Dear Editor,
Please can you put a
picture of my mum in
Village Voices and say
‘Congratulations’ from
me?

Photo supplied

Her name is Haz Hughes
and she is a midwifery
lecturer. She received her
Masters in
Interprofessional Health
Care Education from
University Suffolk
campus at the end of
October.
We moved to Hollesley in
1994 and my mum started
her midwifery training in
1996. She gained a
diploma and then a degree
in Midwifery.
She has been working at
the University campus
Haz Hughes
since then She completed
her Masters while working full time, which was very hard work. I just want her to know
that my dad Steve, my brother Ash, his girlfriend Hayley, my sister Jade and I are all very
proud of her.
Chloe Baker, Mallard Way
Congratulations and Well Done, Haz, from all of us at Village Voices (Editor)
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Hollesley Judo Club News
We've been very busy at the club this last month with competitions, training, courses and
getting ready for our annual Christmas Party!
Five players took part in an enjoyable
competition at Bungay and we came home
with 4 Gold and 1 Silver medal!
We had a ‘Bring Your Parents To Judo
Evening!’ There was lots of ‘come on
mum....you can do it!’ with giggles and
laughter from parents and children alike!
The parents were invited to take part in a
session with their child and get to feel
what it’s like to be thrown (only on crash
mats of course!) and practise ground work
holds, and to play a game of Bulldog at
the end! The parents were very good. They
all had red faces and smiles at the end of
the session, and everyone survived! One
child was asked if he enjoyed his parent
being on the mat replied, ‘It was great, I
think we should do it every week!’ Not too

sure that the parents would be up for that
though!
We're now winding down for Christmas
and looking forward to our annual party
and Presentation Evening where awards
are given out – such as ‘Judoka of the
Year’. There will be more details in the
next issue.
If anyone would like to join our fun sport
we will be holding beginners’ courses in
the new year for anyone age 5+ so contact
me for more details. In the mean time we
would all like to wish you all a very Happy
New Year!
Julie Jolliffe - 2nd Dan

Hollesley Shepherd and Dog Darts
There were only two games for the
Shepherd and Dog, this month. The first, in
the Hollesley and District Darts League
was on November 12th away to
Woodbridge Football Club, the team that
beat us in this fixture last year to win the
title. Once again we got off to a good start
and went two games ahead and then 3
games to 1. Alas we let it slip, and, as so
often with singles games, it went to 3 – 3.
Jeanette Knights played in the ladies game
and won 2 – 0. The team won the first
doubles game, lost the second and so
needed the final doubles game to take the
match. Once again at Woodbridge it was
not to be our night. We won the first leg,
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could and should have won the second –
but didn’t – and were beaten in the last to
give a final match result of 5 – 4 to
Woodbridge.
We were away again on November 19th,
this time to Orford Sports and Social Club
in the Knock-Out Cup. Orford had plenty
of players available but they weren’t quite
up to the Shepherd’s standard. Although
we can feel slightly flattered by our 9 – 0
victory, it did seem a bit harsh on Orford.
Two players for the Shepherd did score
180 maximums and Steve Copping
checked out with 122. Jeanette had the
night off as there is no ladies match in cup
competitions.
Carl Lennard
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Hollesley Short Mat Bowls
Following a defeat in the Ipswich KnockOut Cup by Volts at Ipswich, the Hares
continued their good run in the league with
a 4-2 win against U.R.C. at home. Another
fine performance in Ipswich followed where
they won 6-0 against the Swallows, keeping
them in the top three in the league.
Pauls away saw the Hares pick up another
4-2 win, with Brenda Clare, Ian Deam and
Harry Brown impressive, scoring over 30
shots.
The return fixture against the Bobcats
(Ransomes) produced another 6-0 success,
making it the best start in the league for
quite some time.
Entertaining the Swallows at home, the
Hares maintained their good form with a 42 win. This was achieved without June
Dickens and Harry Brown who were
representing the County against Northants.

In the Deben league, a superb game by Kit
White, for the Hollesley ‘A’ Team could
not prevent defeat by Hollesley ‘B’. She
did not get support from myself or Harry
Brown. It was a much closer game on the
other mat but the ‘B’ team took all 6
points. In the next game the ‘B’ team
surprisingly lost 6-0 to Kesgrave ‘A’ away.
They also lost by the same score to
Kesgrave ‘B’ at home.
Hollesley ‘A’s 6-0 win against Kesgrave
‘A’ keeps them top of the league at
present.
Club competitions are now well underway
and the first Open was at Kesgrave on
November 30th. More on that in the next
issue.
Nigel Smith

Interested in Yoga?
I am a British Wheel of Yoga qualified yoga teacher and have recently moved to
Hollesley. I am hoping to set up a yoga class in the area and would love to hear from
anyone who may be interested in attending a class.
If you are unsure about the suitability of yoga for you, or would just like some more
information, please call Elly Lloyd on 412053 or 07821 153535
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Suffolk Punch Trust
Hello, Friends and Neighbours,
I hope you all had a very Merry Christmas and may I take this opportunity to wish you a
Happy New Year. It’s hard to believe a year has passed since I wrote the last story about
the year ahead.
We’ve had our highs and lows, the lowest times included being turned down by the
Heritage Lottery Funding and the passing of one of our beautiful stallions ‘Fenland Eric’.
We really miss him. The highs included the safe arrival of 3 beautiful foals - Ufford Park,
Unis and Uno - and also
Bruce’s continued recovery
from his serious illness. I
went to the Stud yesterday
and looked at the foals and
they are thriving and very
beautiful. They are all
developing their own
characters; I would have to
say that Uno is the most
mischievous. I had the 4 x 4
in the field and as soon as
my back was turned he
decided to try and eat the
spare wheel! They are all a
little mischievous but lovely.
Talking about Bruce, we
sprang a surprise on him in
December. Bruce celebrated
30 years service in
December and to mark this
milestone we had a clay
Model of Charlie made by Mary Keeble
model made of Colony
Charlie (Bruce has a soft
spot for him). As you can see from the picture, the detail of the harness and feathers is
very good. I would like to say a very big thank you to the model maker Mary Keeble for
doing such a fantastic job.
We asked volunteers and supporters to join us, and Philip Ryder Davies (Chairman of the
Trust) presented Bruce with the model and a certificate for Lifetime Honorary
Membership of The Suffolk Punch Trust. I think Bruce was truly surprised, and for once
somewhat lost for words!
Bruce, we all salute you for your years of service and dedication to the Suffolk Punch
Horses.
Tara
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Suffolk Punch Trust

Presentation to Bruce of Charlie’s model and Lifetime Membership of Suffolk Punch Trust
We have organised a Valentines Ball at Wood
Hall on Friday 13th February (contact
Caroline Donsworth for further details Tel:
01728 621682 or email
sptfundraising@tiscali.co.uk
We will also be attending the ‘Open Day’ at
Hollesley Village Hall on Feb 14th. We have
the Suffolk Punch Trust ‘Friends’ day at the
Stud on 11th April. I hope you will be able to
join us on these dates and that you will come
and say hello when you are visiting some of
the local events we will be attending this year.
I always like to hear from friends and
neighbours from the surrounding villages.
Don’t forget to visit our website, and check
out the events page for 2009.
www.suffolkpunchtrust.org.
Until next month, take care!

Bruce and Charlie

Tara Foy suffolkpunchtrust@hotmail.com
Tel: 07841-778658 (evenings only)
I was delighted to represent the readers of Village Voices at Bruce’s presentation.
Well done, Bruce for 30 years at the Stud.
The model of Charlie is a wonderful memento for you to treasure. (Editor)
www.villagevoices.org.uk
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Fostering and Adoption Services
Today in Suffolk we have over 700 children in care, but only 320 registered foster carers
and 90 Link carers. They provide help for children and young people who cannot live
with their own families, whether the need is for a short overnight stay or for several
years. In Suffolk 25 children require permanent foster placement. They may need to come
into care due to abuse, neglect, parental addiction, disability or for other reasons. Our
foster carers do an amazing job working with these children, some with very challenging
and demanding needs, and they find it hugely rewarding. Our Link carers specifically
support children with disabilities and their families by providing short breaks.

Facts about adoption
Last year, we placed 64 children for adoption. However, we currently have 25 more
children for whom we need to find a permanent family. Many have additional needs and
most have emotional and behavioural difficulties which will continue through childhood.

Who we are looking for?
We especially need people willing to consider either fostering or adoption for sibling
groups, children with additional needs, older children, children from black and ethnic
minority community groups.
Applicants can be married/single/gay/lesbian, with or without their own children, from
diverse cultures, religions or ethnicities. They do not have to own their home or be in
employment. They must be over 21 (for adoption) at a time in their life when they are
able to focus fully upon the adoption process and the needs of the child or children they
wish to adopt.

No qualifications required
To become a registered foster carer, we do not ask for any qualifications. However, the
qualities of a foster carer include being optimistic, energetic, patient and calm, having a
good sense of humour, wanting to help others, being non-judgemental and being
empathetic.
To find out more about fostering:
Call: 0800 3282148
Email: fostering@socserv.suffolkcc.gov.uk
Visit: www.suffolkfostering.com

To find out more about adoption:
Call: 0800 389 9417
Email: adoption@socserv.suffolkcc.gov.uk
Visit: www.suffolkadoption.com

Thanks to Ray and Gill
On behalf of all those of us who use the Shepherd and Dog we would like to thank
Ray and Gill for all they did in their all too short tenure of the pub.
Whatever activity you were doing you were always welcomed with friendliness and
courtesy. The food was good and there was always someone there to have a chat with.
We wish them well in whatever they choose to do with all that spare time!
Nick Mason
www.villagevoices.org.uk
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Shottisham to Stonner Point
Map used OS Explorer 197

Little egret

This walk includes the last section of the river bank between Methersgate and Ramsholt
which we haven’t previously covered in one of our walks.

4.
5.

6.

7.
8.

9.

1. Start from the Sorrell Horse pub in
Shottisham and walk along Church Lane.
2. At the end of this lane, go straight ahead
along the footpath and then immediately left
at the yellow footpath marker sign and
continue along this footpath with the
allotments on your right.
3. At the end of the field, bear left through the
hedge and over the stile. Follow the path
across the field. Cross the brick footbridge
and take the right hand track to a second
footbridge. Cross this and head towards the
cottages. We noticed a beautiful oak tree with
a split trunk on the right.
Cross the stile and then the road and walk along the bridleway (Wood Hall Drive).
Pass Wood Hall on your left and continue to the thatched cottages.
Go straight on along the public footpath towards Pettistree Hall, then turn right along
the footpath at Pettistree Hall. Continue past the high bank on your left and the
reservoir will come into view.
Turn left at the blue arrow marking the bridleway at the crossroads of tracks.
Continue through two wooden gates passing Lower Farm. The river will come into
view. Follow the path round to the left, then follow the bridleway to the left at the
fork to come down to the river.
Turn left and walk along the river bank past Stonner Point. Waldringfield is across
the river. We saw Brent geese, a stonechat and an egret. Continue to the spinney.
Turn left at the yellow public footpath arrow on the post and follow the path through
the trees. Go through the kissing gate, then left diagonally across the field to the
wooden gate. Cross the footbridge, then turn right. Follow the path and go through
the next gate.
At the T junction of tracks, turn right towards the sandbank full of sand martins’
nests, then follow the path round to the left. Bear left and continue towards the back
of the group of buildings. Ignore the first stile and follow the path along the fence to
the yellow footpath sign and stile. Go over the stile and follow the path back to
Wood Hall Drive. Turn right and retrace your steps past Wood Hall back to
Shottisham.
Debbie Pipe and Pauline Austerfield
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Bettaprint Print & Design
A Family Run Business
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Full Colour Design & Print • Brochures • Magazines • Newsletters
Letterheads, etc & General Printed Stationery
Colour/Black & White Digital Copying Services
• FREE Delivery Service with in the local area

T: 01394 386628 • E. bettaprint@btconnect.com
1 Carlow Mews Church Street WOODBRIDGE Suffolk IP12 1EA
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Proposed village development in Hollesley
Rhona Sturrock, our District Councillor responds to last month’s article
Further to Angela Lawrence’s article in the December issue of Village Voices, I would
like to make one or two comments.
SCDC have for some time been discussing a new Local Plan for the District, (renamed by
the Government ‘Local Development Framework’).
This has now gone out for public consultation, including all Parish Councils, and expires
on 16th February 2009. This is a time when everyone is entitled to submit their wish list
for development of the area. The Council looks at all the suggested sites and rejects the
ones which are not considered suitable. They then submit the LDF proposals to the
Planning Inspectorate for their approval or rejection.
Therefore, the ‘Proposed village development in Hollesley’ is a wish list only, and may
remain so. Please read pages 8 and 9 of the winter issue of Coastline, which gives full
details of the LDF.

Hollesley Parish Council

Village Voices is informed by the Parish Council that they are unable to comment on the
Mallard Way proposal as they have so far not received any notification of it.
The Mills site has had planning permission for some time and this has been welcomed by
the village. There is ongoing discussion about the Bushey Lane site about plans to build
2 properties instead of 4.

Coastline, the magazine for SCDC

This excellent publication should have been received by all households by the time you
receive this issue of Village Voices. On pages 8, 9 and 10, it describes very clearly the
general policy for planning from Walberswick in the north to Felixstowe in the south,
extending inland as far as Otley and Dennington.
Development in villages such as Hollesley and Boyton will be allowed, subject to the
services and facilities they have to offer (shops, access to public transport, community
halls, schools, GP surgeries post offices and pubs.) The map shows Hollesley to be a Key
Service Centre.
Look out for details of local exhibitions during the consultation period, up to February
9th, where you can see the proposals where there may be planners available to discuss
issues and answer your questions. Tel. 01394 444250, or visit
www.suffolkcoastal.gov.uk/yourdistrict/planning/review . If you wish to make comments,
forms are available from the Council. Return them to LDF Consultations, Planning
Services, Council Offices, Melton Hill, Woodbridge, IP12 1AU (Editor)
www.villagevoices.org.uk

January 2009 page 35

