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From the Editor
Dear friends,

This month's cover drawing is by talented
young artist, India Parkinson (age 9) done
as part of a school project on the
Victorians. India says: We went to visit
Glebe House because the Victorians built
it in 1864.You can see the date is written
in a brick pattern on the wall to the side of
the building. It took me forever to finish
my drawing, just to do the bricks! I
worked on it each day during quiet reading
time and in between lessons.
Victorian School in Hollesley is this
month's feature article. (p.4-6)
The children visited Victorian buildings in
Hollesley and later did drawings in school.
India said it took her the best part of a
week to complete hers.
We have plenty of variety again for you
this month. Giles Brandreth of BBC 1's
India Parkinson at Hollesley School
The One Show (p.14 -15) paid a visit to
Hollesley to film an item about rag and bone men. Helen Macleod and Pat Fleetwood
were each interviewed. Watch out for them to appear on our TV screens very soon. (We
hope to be able to notify you of the viewing date some time between now and March.)
Many thanks, as always, to all our regular contributors, without whom this magazine
wouldn't exist. I'm sure everyone will also join me in sending a big thank you to our team
of distributors, who faithfully go out every month in all kinds of weather in order to
deliver Village Voices to our doors.
Cheryl Gray
Please note that the opinions expressed in this magazine do not necessarily reflect
the views or policies of the editorial team.
Copy deadline for February issue of Village Voices is Monday 10th January
Email: editor@villagevoices.org.uk
Editorial copy Helen Macleod,
Colyton, The Street, Hollesley,
IP12 3QU
www.villagevoices.org.uk

Advertising Mike Adams
Tel: 01394 411422
mja@sandlings.co.uk
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Cheryl Gray

Happy New Year to you all!

Cheryl Gray

Hollesley School 1877- 1974

Old Hollesley Primary School July 2010, now private housing
This article came about because of a project undertaken by children in Hollesley School
studying The Victorians during the last school year 2009-2010. The following transcript is
from the opening page of the Hollesley Board School Log Book 1877:
Hollesley School
1877 January 6th (?)
Opened school, children wild, disorderly
and as ignorant as children can be.
8th Mr Johnson comes nearly every day.
Little progress unless it be the discovery of
ignorance. The biggest in the school have
no idea of punctuation few even know their
figures, more than half cannot read
& a greater part of these are ignorant alike
of letters or figures.
16th Order beginning to dawn – Mr
Johnson helps with attendance, but they
come at all times.
24th Still late-coming keeps registers low,
many do not know their ages and their
friends are equally ignorant.
31st One family are always late, always ragged, not over clean, the Mother abusive. The
boys in the Infant room kicked the teacher's legs and gave great trouble. Their Mother
probably told them to do so. Average 63
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Hollesley School Archives

Victorian School in Hollesley

Old Hollesley Primary School built 1877
It would appear from these comments that the first Headmaster and teaching staff of
Hollesley Mixed Board School certainly had their hands full! The children must also have
found it extremely difficult to adapt to the new school life with its rigorous routines. In
those days, all of them would have walked to school.
Did you know that (some) Victorian children didn’t have shoes?
Caitlyn Warne
No such luxury as a ‘school run'! Here are more of the observations the present day
children have made, firstly about the Victorian school buildings:
The windows in the classrooms were up very high. If they were low down, the children
would spend time looking out and daydreaming.
Lydia Bridgeman
The Victorians didn’t have radiators, they had fireplaces. They didn’t have electricity, they
used candles or lamps.
Erin Jelinska
In the harsh regime of Victorian schools the children sat in rows of desks facing the front.
Nowadays, they sit at groups of tables facing each other. Victorian Lessons were also very
different:
The teachers were very, very strict. They sat at the front of the class so they could see and
hear what was going on!
Holly Spooner
PE was called ‘drill’. All the children did exercises and they used dumb-bells.
Phoebe Gunn
The children did object lessons. They used an abacus, a kind of calculator using beads.
They exercised in lines, a very regimental PE!
Bethany Marsh
During playtime, Victorian children played with a stick and hoop. They played
with a wooden ball and skittles. They used skipping ropes.
Keren Bridgeman
Victorian punishments
The Punishment Book from the Victorian era makes very interesting reading. Corporal
punishment was regularly administered, pupils receiving between 2-6 strokes of the cane,
depending on the crime! So many inventive reasons for punishment were created by the
strictest of teaching staff, some for little reason.
www.villagevoices.org.uk
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Hollesley Board School 1901 (Damage to top rhs corner of photo)
They used to get punished in Victorian schools lots of times usually they got caned. They
were caned on one or two hands.
Abby Day
If they were being naughty they would get caned or the dunce's cap. They had to stand on
a stool with the cap on their head and face the wall.
Luke Jelinski

Most children received two strokes of the cane for the above misdemeanours and for all
of the following reasons:
Idling in passage
Prying in cupboard
Worrying sheep
Lost place in reading
Cutting desks
Absolute indifference
Destroying bird’s nest
Cruelty to flies
Whistling
Throwing mud
Continual cheating
Fighting girls
The school moved from the Victorian buildings to its current premises in 1974.
Cheryl Gray (With thanks to class teacher, Helen Yates)
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Hollesley School archives

Past Times

Do you recognise any of these young Victorians in Hollesley churchyard?
Please write in or email and let us know who any of them are, the year the photo was
taken and what was the occasion?
Your letters will be published in next month's issue.
Many thanks, (Editor)

Village Voices Subscriptions
Subscriptions are available at a cost of
£12 for 12 issues including postage within
the UK. Rates for overseas are considered
individually.
Please send the recipient’s name, address
and telephone number together with a
cheque for £12 payable to Boyton PCC to
Debbie Pipe, 4 Mallard Way, Hollesley,
Suffolk, IP12 3QJ.
www.villagevoices.org.uk
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Cheryl Gray

Great news for the gardeners of Hollesley!
You will have read in last month’s Village Voices that a garden club has officially started
and is to be known as the Hollesley Allotment and Leisure Gardeners Association. Do not
be put off by this – it is a garden club for everyone. With so many keen gardeners in the
village I am sure it will be welcomed. This is now officially launched and all it needs is
members. How can you find out all about it? How can you discover all the advantages of
membership? How can you join this new venture? Easily.
On Sunday afternoon January
16th from 2 .00 - 4 .00 there is
to be an open drop-in meeting
at the Bowling Club.
Membership forms will be
there and you may join for the
very reasonable sum of £5 for
the year. These are early days
but we hope to have at least
the next meeting set up for you
and there is much more in the
pipeline. In future there will be
meetings, visits to gardens and
nurseries, plant swapping, a
plant sale, and all the usual
things that garden clubs do.
The beauty in our gardens
But most exciting, and it starts
right at that meeting, you may order discounted seeds. If we get enough orders these will
be at half price!
The catalogue for these seeds is on the internet at www.kingsseeds.com, so have a look
before you come. You will be astounded at the number of varieties of absolutely
everything available. If you would like to order seeds on Sunday then bring along a list
stating the variety, the price, and how many packets you would like, and the money to
pay for them. This will be the full price and the discount will be returned to you. If you
want a bit more time, or if you would like to see the catalogue available at the meeting,
then you will have until the end of the month, so there is no hurry. However, we will have
to send all the orders up together.
This is make or break time. We need support to make a start and to get it off the ground. I
am sure from a small beginning it will grow and blossom so why not be a founder
member? Do come along and talk to us and have a cuppa and a bun (refreshments will be
available). If you have any questions do ring our chairman, Keith Burton, on 01394
411196, or the secretary, Sarah Cox, on 01394 411418.
Jane Stearn
www.villagevoices.org.uk
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From Ruth, our Team Vicar
Happy New Year! It’s what we wish each
other – happiness not just for these few
days when the year is young, but
throughout 2011. In some cases,
particularly for our close family and to a
lesser extent perhaps, our friends. We will
have some control, some influence over
whether the new year is a happy one for
them or not. Some of us will look forward
to the year ahead with hope and optimism;
perhaps there is a particular event to look
forward to – a wedding, a new baby, travel
plans, changes to the house or garden.
Others may be much less optimistic about
what the future holds, often with very good
reason. Failing health, uncertain
employment prospects and the possibility
of unforeseen tragedies are just a few of
the things that can make us doubt that it
will be a ‘happy’ new year.
In 1908, an American lecturer at the
London School of Economics, Minnie
All Saints, Hollesley
Louise Haskins, wrote a poem, which has
become famous. It was a favourite of
Queen Elizabeth the late Queen Mother, who showed it to her husband King George VI.
He included it in his famous Christmas message broadcast in 1939 at the beginning of the
Second World War. After the King's death the Queen Mother had it engraved on bronze
plaques in the entrance to the King George VI Memorial Chapel,Windsor, where they are
both now interred. It was also read at the funeral service of the Queen Mother. It goes like
this:
I said to the man who stood at the gate of the year
'Give me a light that I may tread safely into the unknown.'
And he replied, 'Go into the darkness and put your hand into the hand of God
That shall be to you better than light and safer than a known way!'
So I went forth and finding the Hand of God
Trod gladly into the night
He led me towards the hills
And the breaking of day in the lone east.
None of us knows what lies ahead but we need never face it completely alone.
Ruth Hatchett
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Day
nd

2 Jan
Epiphany

Boyton
11.00 P.F.
Morning Praise
All Age Service

th

9 Jan
The Baptism
of Christ
th

16 Jan
2 Sunday of
Epiphany
nd

11.00 R.H
Holy Communion

rd

23 Jan
Week of
Prayer for
Christian Unity

Hollesley

Other Places

9.30
R.H.
Holy Communion

9.30
R.H.
Family
Communion
5.00pm R.H.
Sing to the Lord
9.30
L.C.
Morning Praise
All Age Service
9.30
R.H.
Holy Communion

9.30 Sutton
11.00 Alderton,
Bromeswell
6.30pm Shottisham
9.30 Bromeswell
11.00 Bawdsey,
Shottisham
Ramsholt
4.30pm Sutton.
9.30 Bromeswell,
Alderton
11.00 Sutton
9.30 Shottisham
11.00 Bawdsey,
Bromeswell,
Ramsholt

th

30 Jan
4th Sunday of
Epiphany

11.00 United “Deben 8” communion service at Sutton
5.00pm
R.H.
Healing Service

R.H. – Rev. Ruth Hatchett, L.C. Lydia Calvesbert, Reader, P.F.– Pat Fleetwood, Lay Elder

Weekday services
Wednesday
12pm Sutton
Thursday 9am
St Andrews, Boyton, Morning Prayer
Friday 8 am
All Saints, Hollesley, Morning Prayer
1st Thursday
2.30 Glebe House, Evensong
3rd Thursday
10.30am Glebe House, Holy Communion
4th Thursday
2pm Mary Warner Homes, Communion
Edward Bear Club 10.15 am (new time)
1st Wednesday
1.30pm Colyton, Hollesley, Prayer Group

www.villagevoices.org.uk

Church Contacts
Team Vicar:
Ruth Hatchett, 01394 412052
Hollesley Churchwardens:
Fred Stentiford, 01394411469
Pat Shannon, 01394 411214
Boyton Churchwardens
Malcolm Fleetwood, 01394
410409
Isobel Lilley, 01394 411409
Tower Captain:
Alan McBurnie, 01394 411999
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Ivor Octavius Calversbert - always known as Jim
That name was a pretty well kept secret – we never questioned that he was anything but
Jim.
Jim was buried in Bawdsey churchyard on December 2nd after a long and serious illness.
The church was overflowing with people there to say goodbye to a lovely man. Jim had
pet blackbirds at home and the first hymn Morning has Broken includes the lines:
Blackbird has spoken,
Like the first bird.
So fitting then, that as he was lowered
into his grave, a host of blackbirds made
their presence felt around the churchyard.
Having been brought up in Ipswich and
leaving school at fourteen, Jim had a
number of jobs including being a
mechanic. In 1946 he was called up to do
National Service, much of which was
spent in Africa servicing planes, although
he never flew in any of them!

Contributed

On his return he worked as a technician at
Orwell and Kesgrave High Schools and
met Lydia. They were soon wed and there
started 43 years of married bliss.
He was persuaded to train as a teacher
and went off to gain his certificate.
At Butley Modern/Middle School he was a well-loved science teacher, known as Mr
Shock by many because he always wanted his pupils to get the full experience! Being a
raconteur he was able to spin yarns around his subject that kept the class enthralled. The
closure of Butley did not go down well with many, including Jim. In his early days Jim
was quite a sportsman and was very useful with the epee and a photograph exists that
shows a dashing young man, in fencing pose, rather like Errol Flynn!
Though never one to hog the limelight we all had to listen attentively when he told his
beloved jokes. Sometimes close to the mark, these were always delivered with aplomb
and the punchline was never missed.
Jim you will be greatly missed.
We send our thoughts and condolences to Lydia, Ben and Alison.
Nick Mason

www.villagevoices.org.uk
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Laurie Forsyth

The One Show

Filming in The Street

On a very cold morning in November, BBC 1 came to Hollesley for a re-enactment of the
Rag and Bone Man horse and cart collection we made for the village fete in 2009 which
was so successful and was such fun. Bruce, from The Suffolk Punch Trust, in a smart coat
and wearing a bowler hat, arrived with the cart, and the very patient Punch ‘Nettles.’

Laurie Forsyth

Giles Brandreth was the
presenter. He climbed aboard
and sat on a straw bale ready
to ring the bell and for the
filming to begin. He told me
how he remembered the Rag
and Bone Man coming round
in London in the 50’s and
how he, along with other
children would run out to give
the horse some sugar. I had
similar memories from my
childhood in Bristol, hearing
the bell ringing as the Rag
and Bone Man came along.
Helen, Giles and 'Nettles'

He collected rags, but we didn’t remember bones! Unwanted clothes, bric-a-brac and any
small unwanted items of furniture were all gratefully received and were taken away free.
These would be piled high in a most precarious fashion on the back of the cart.
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Contributed

A typical rag and bone man of the 1950's

Was there ever a Rag and Bone man in Hollesley? This is what Hollesley residents
remember:
1. Eileen Middleditch has been in Hollesley since 1931. During the war she
remembers a tramp who came round pushing a pram, singing and collecting
coppers (small change) and anything which would fit in his pram.
2. Jill Cocksedge lived at Duck Corner before the war. She remembers Sidney Peck
from Alderton. Despite being nearly blind, he had a trade bike and rang a bell to tell
people he was coming. He sold shrimps, apples and fruit in season.
3. Sidney also bought rabbit skins from Jill’s mother who used to hang them up in the
coal house. Everyone ate rabbits in pies and stews in those days as they were very
plentiful and free.
4. Hazel Crane from Bawdsey is Sidney Peck’s daughter. Before the war he used to
sell oranges in his front room, in boxes, beautifully wrapped in tissue paper and
sweets for the children. He took his bike to sell his wares in the villages. The rabbit
skins he bought were passed on to a gamekeeper, who presumably sold them on
again for curing. Rabbit muffs and gloves were very popular.
5. There was also a carrier who would bring things from Woodbridge and take away
unwanted items. He also took people to market on Thursdays
Look out for The One Show film of the visit that will be shown on BBC 1 very soon.
Helen Macleod

www.villagevoices.org.uk
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Your letters - we are always so pleased to hear from you
Dear Editor,

Janet Watson

I read with interest the saving of a
badger sett on the new housing
estate to be developed at the
former Mills' scrapyard. I enclose
a photo of a young cub I took this
year in my garden at Shingle
Street. I am fascinated by these
creatures and have had a number
of infra- red cameras filming them
every night for the last three
years. Being concerned for their
welfare in this current climate, I
am closely in touch with The
Badger Trust. If you need any
more information please contact
me.
Thanks
Janet Watson Tel: 07710758561
Dear Editor,
I am very pleased to say that I have now reached the target of £1950 that I needed to raise
to allow myself and other scouts from less well off countries to attend the World Scout
Jamboree in Sweden next year. I would like to say a really big thank you to Village
Voices and all it’s readers who have supported me, given me donations for jobs and
helped me reach this target.
I would especially like to thank Stewart Austerfield who has been a star and helped
organise events and jobs for me and made the task of raising such a large amount of
money less daunting.
I won’t be stopping here though, as some of the other scouts and explorers from Suffolk
are struggling to reach their fund raising targets, so I helped them with events such as a
bag pack at Budgens on 4th December and I am still available if anyone would like any
odd jobs done for a small donation.
I am really looking forward to the Jamboree and all the practice camps. I have attended
one so far and met the other members of the Suffolk contingent. The next camp is in
January which will probably be cold - let’s hope we don’t have as much snow as we are
having this year!
Thanks again,
Tom Anderson
Please keep sending us updates, Tom - good luck in all your endeavours! (Editor)
www.villagevoices.org.uk
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Help is at hand to switch to digital TV
TV is changing. In 2011 the traditional TV signal will be switched off in
the Anglia region and replaced with a digital TV signal. This is not a
concern for most people but some may find it harder to make the switch
than others.
The Switchover Help Scheme has been set up by the Government and is
run by the BBC. Its purpose is to make digital TV easy for older and disabled people
by converting one of their television sets to digital in the run-up to digital TV
switchover in their region. People living in the Suffolk area served by the Ipswich Stoke
transmitter will begin to switch on 06 July 2011.

What does the Help Scheme do?
The Switchover Help Scheme aims to reach out to all eligible people, and ensure that
those who need our help get it, so that no-one eligible need be left behind without access
to television after switchover.
People are eligible for help if they are:
• aged 75 or over,
• have lived in a care home for six months or more,
• get or could get, disability living allowance,
• attendance or constant attendance allowance, or mobility supplement,
• Or if they are registered blind or partially sighted.

What’s next?
Most people will be asked to contribute £40 towards the help.The service is free for
people who are eligible and also get pension credit, income support, income-based
jobseekers allowance or employment and support allowance.
In the run-up to switchover, every eligible person receives a Switchover Help Scheme
information pack explaining the options for switching to digital.
In the meantime, if you want more information for yourself or someone you know, please
log onto www.helpscheme.co.uk

Where can I get face-to-face advice on switchover?
Digital UK has been working closely with charities to organise local advice points during
switchover. These will be staffed by trained volunteers and are open to everyone. A
roadshow will be held at:
Woodbridge on 26 May 2011 at Hamblin Road Car Park, IP12 1BG
If you need any more help or information, please get in touch.
• Call us free on 0800 40 85 900. Our phone lines are open 8am-8pm Monday to
Friday and 8am-6pm Saturday and Sunday. Calls from mobiles may be charged
depending on your network provider.
• Contact us free via fax on 0800 40 86 045
• Textphone users call us free on 0800 40 85 936.
• Email info@helpscheme.co.uk or send a text message to 80002 .
The Help Scheme is run by the BBC under an agreement with the Government
January 2011 page 18
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Butley Flower Show 2011

We can always use more help and would be pleased
to hear from anyone who is prepared to play a part
in the preparations. Please call me and I will be
happy to discuss the ways in which you can help.
Leslie Stringer Secretary
01394 450048

Have you thought about asking the CAB?

Have you a problem? What do you think your local Citizens Advice Bureau does - could
it help you? Do you think you have to pay for the advice you seek? Do you think that
you have to make an appointment weeks in advance?
Here are some answers.
Your local CAB is completely free to everyone. Friendly, fully trained volunteers run it
and an appointment is not necessary. Everything discussed is completely confidential.
The CAB deals with almost everything that affects people in their daily lives: problems
at work, welfare benefits entitlements, debts of all sorts, neighbour disputes, consumer
problems, housing difficulties, relationship problems and pretty much anything else .The
advisor can help you to complete difficult forms, work out whether you are claiming all
the benefits to which you are entitled, make sure that you are not being treated unfairly
by utility companies and lots of other things.
All you need to do is go to your nearest CAB if you have something you need to talk
about or you can telephone 01728 832 193. There are several offices in this area and
their opening times are below:
Wickham Market: Resource Centre, Chapel Lane, Wickham Market.
Tuesday 1.30pm - 3.30pm
Woodbridge: The Help Room, Framfield House Surgery, Ipswich Road.
Thursday 10.00am - 12.00 noon

Ask the CAB - they are there to help you!
www.villagevoices.org.uk
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Contributed

The villagers of Butley, Chillesford, Capel St.
Andrew and Wantisden will be holding their Flower
Show and Fete on Sunday 24th July 2011. The
committee is busy preparing the programme, which
will include the very popular Fun Dog Show
together with competitions in the vegetable, floral,
cookery, handicraft and photographic classes.

From the horse's mouth

Now, as you can imagine, this is the
time of year when we horses get a break
from our duties but not usually as early
as this! What a shock, when overnight
our green landscape suddenly turned
white and with it the remains of our
autumn grazing. Admittedly, it was
getting a bit thin, but it was fresh. Now
we are on dry rations, which means hay,
something we don’t normally eat until
later in the year.
Fortunately this season's hay is very
good and tasty so it is no great hardship,
however there are always those who throw their weight about to get to the best heap. No
names no pack drill, as they say, but there are bullies amongst us who hop from heap to
heap and make a complete nuisance of themselves and in the end are really no better off.
I suppose we did well not to use any hay until now but we hear the stocks are being
depleted quite quickly, so our carers will have to buy more in, which will be expensive.
With this weather, we are all wearing
our rugs, which are a real necessity
when we stay out all night even though
the mares can shelter in the big school
and the lads in the sandyard. We all
think of ourselves as a pretty hardy
bunch and have always viewed our
handlers as being, well, a bit delicate.
Now listen up! We hear that Philippa,
one of our driving instructors, is
swimming in the North Sea at
Aldeburgh on Christmas morning! She
is collecting sponsors to spur her on,
and we really hope they will be generous. Another of our helpers, John Anderson is
working with Morrisons Supermarket, Ipswich, to organise two Christmas hampers and a
rota of volunteers has been set up to sell tickets. Also, every Monday for the last six
weeks, volunteers have manned the charity card shop in Woodbridge.
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Contributed

Contributed

Well Hello! We old hacks decided that the January Horse's Mouth should come from us
all rather than just one of our select band, as is usual. There are still one or two of us who
have yet to put hoof to paper but there will be time for that in the coming months.

The other bit of breaking news we hear is that we might see our local army boys carrying
out some renovation work around the paddocks in the New Year. It has to be admitted
that we have not been very helpful to our handlers in our treatment of fences and gates.
Well you know how it is; the grass is always greener on the other side of the fence. So
when they do come in, we shall have to be on our best behaviour and toe the line – hup!
By the time you read this, the festive season will be over and we will all be back to work
again for the Spring Term. So, as ever, if you feel the urge to help us, please contact
Shirley Green Tel: 01394 411251 or the RDA Centre Tel: 01394 410014.
A Happy New Year from all us horses

Finches and Parasite Disease
It has been mentioned before in Village Voices but it is worth mentioning again that a
number of finch species are suffering from trichomonosis.

The disease is passed on in the summer
when adults feed the young. In winter,
however, it can easily be passed on
around feeding stations. A plea then for
all those of us that feed and provide
water to make sure that feeders and
water troughs are regularly cleaned. I
hope this cold weather doesn’t last too
long – otherwise I will be writing sad
things about our Dartford Warblers
again.
On a more positive note, at the time of
writing, there are several flocks of
Greenfinch
Waxwings around – in Melton and at the
Wyevale centre. Maybe by January these stunners will spend longer in our villages.

Nick Mason

www.villagevoices.org.uk
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Contributed

Several locals have mentioned to me that they have birds looking ill and unable to
swallow their food. The parasite lives in the throat region of the bird and causes it to
swell, meaning that the bird cannot swallow. They then appear generally ill, lethargic,
may have wet plumage and have uneaten food around the beak. Greenfinch numbers may
fall by a third where there is an infection and Chaffinch by one fifth.
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Protecting small ports in East Anglia
Have you ever spotted suspicious goings on at small ports, airfields or remote coastal
areas near you? If so, the UK Border Agency would like to hear from you. The UK
Border Agency – which helps prevent illegal immigrants, drugs, weapons and other
contraband from reaching the UK – has a dedicated team which covers the region north
of the River Stour to the Wash, including Great Yarmouth, Lowestoft, Wisbech, Sutton
Bridge, Kings Lynn and the cargo vessels into Ipswich Port.
The team, based at
Felixstowe’s Customs
House, handles all light
aviation and maritime
traffic coming in and out of
marinas and light aircraft
strips in the region. Its
officers are trained to deal
with customs and
immigration matters and
are always on the move
intercepting and searching
incoming aircraft and
vessels from abroad.
We carry out regular visits to harbour masters, coastguards, marina staff and lifeboat
stations, but are keen to hear from members of the public too.
Anyone who has seen suspicious activity along the coast or unusual light aircraft
behaviour can reach us 24 hours a day on our hotline - 0800 595000. You can also write
to us at Custom House, View Point Road, Felixstowe, Suffolk, IP11 3RF, or email us at:
teamindia@hmrc.gsi.gov.uk.
All information is treated confidentially.
Examples of suspicious activity might include:
•

Night-time signalling between vessels at sea and people on the shore.

•

Large vessels being approached by smaller craft.

•

Items or people being landed in remote coastal areas.

•

Vessels leaving or arriving at marinas and harbours at irregular times.

•

Light aircraft operating at night, flying low in darkness, landing in remote places.

•

Items being attached to marker buoys.

•

Large numbers of passengers embarking or disembarking vessels.

www.villagevoices.org.uk
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Hollesley WI
By the time you open this Village Voices Christmas and New Year will be over as will
one of the highlights of our year – our traditional Christmas dinner. As I write the snow
is lying thickly outside and it is difficult to believe that we will actually get to the
Shepherd and Dog, our chosen venue for Christmas 2010.

More on the evening’s
entertainment and
merriment and our verdict
on the meal next time.
Watch this space!
On a more serious note,
Celebrating at our Christmas meal in the Shepherd and Dog
members have been
considering how to vote
on seven resolutions, one of which will ultimately be accepted at the National AGM later
in the year and subsequently used to lobby the government. These include such
important subjects as the closure of local libraries, controlled use of mobility scooters and
dementia related issues.
At our AGM in November a representative from the Disability Advisory Service in
Melton explained how they act like a Citizens Advice Bureau for the disabled offering,
among other things, advice on benefits and help with form filling which can be a real
burden to disabled and able-bodied alike.
January 2011 starts with a talk by Chris Miller from the Suffolk Punch Trust with a
follow up visit to the new centre planned for April.
Hollesley WI’s continued expansion from 16 members to the current 40 in the last eight
years necessitated a move to a larger venue for monthly meetings in 2010. We have a
very strong craft section, which we are hoping will again do well in this year’s Suffolk
Show. The darts and walks (usually incorporating a pub lunch) continue to be popular
and we are always open to other ideas, which we hope will attract even more villagers to
join us.
Julie Kitson
www.villagevoices.org.uk
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Cheryl Gray

Almost a full complement
of members is expected to
attend and it will be a hard
act for the pub to follow
after the previous year’s
outstanding meal, cooked
and served at the village
hall by our own
committee.

We invited the people who come in every
week to read with us and some of the
residents from the Mary Warner Homes. We
Our VE Day lunch in the hall
were delighted how many people came,
including grandparents and great-grandparents who could remember the war. In the
afternoon people started to arrive and they were taken around our fabulous museum
which included amazing shells and real gas masks both from WW2, also medals, photos
and electrical equipment from the time.
All the children crowded into the hall, sat down and celebrated VE day with the
sandwiches and crunchy biscuits we had made. Not everyone liked the sandwiches!
Thanks to Mr Alderton on the piano, afterwards we sang lots of cheery WW2 songs. They
included: There’ll Always be an England, White Cliffs of Dover and We’ll Meet Again.
These songs were sung by Vera Lynn, one of the most famous singers during WW2. Joe
Kittle, Tabitha Chapman, Iona Balleny and Abby Day played Rule Britannia and God
Save the Queen on their trumpets. Our VE day was over but it shall not vanish in our
memories for a long time.
Luke Coates, School reporter
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Contributed

As you may already
know our topic this term
has been about WW 2
and on Tuesday 30th
November we had our
VE day. We got to school
in our old and oddlooking 1945 clothes.
Some children carried
gas mask boxes and
others brought their
lunch wrapped in paper.
During the morning we
made bunting and flags
In the school museum with our lunches wrapped in brown paper
to decorate the hall. The
children in years 4/5/6 made paper models of aeroplanes - a whole array of planes from
different countries including English, USA and even German ones! Everybody made
sandwiches that would have been eaten
during WW2; these were spam, marmite and
carrot. The previous day we had made
biscuits and buns using recipes from the war.
People from the village came in to school to
talk to us about their memories of the war,
including Mr Ravenhill who you will all have
read about in last month’s Village Voices.

Contributed

Our Victory in Europe Day

Cheryl Gray

Look how hard we worked
on our Anderson Shelter!

Mr Field took us outside to dig the pit for the air-raid shelter. We discussed how we might
measure it and then marked the perimeter using string and pegs. Digging was hard work!
We put all the earth in buckets, look how heavy they are! Mr Blunden helped us to weigh
it on our wartime scale. This earth was later used to fill the sandbags. We all gave a big
cheer when it was nearly finished! Now we can play games in it every day. Great idea,
Mr Field!
(Our grateful thanks go to Lance Cpl. Gannon for putting in the sandbags, Nelson Potter
for providing all the timber and Roger Roy and Wayne Chapman for the metal roofing.)
Cheryl Gray
www.villagevoices.org.uk
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Community income from green energy
Many of you will know that there are now
attractive financial incentives to invest in
green energy. Basically, you are paid for the
energy produced by wind or sun that you
feed into the National Grid, as well as
getting to use that energy yourself. That is
appealing to many households as well as
an increasing number of financial investors.
The main drawback has been the capital
investment needed.
While some of the commercial operators are
starting to promote schemes by which they
take on the cost of setting up the equipment,
Boyton Environment Group has been looking
at the possibilities of a community-led local
energy project. This would mean that not only would the carbon footprint of the village
be reduced but also there would be potentially significant amounts of money to put back
into the community. This could be spent on other projects such as play equipment,
subsidised insulation, improved transport etc (up to £10,000 per year for the next 25
years).
Another huge advantage of a community scheme is the grant aid available to local groups
that is not available to individual householders or investors. There would however still be
a shortfall of funding and that is one of the problems that will need to be addressed.
The project is at a very early stage. Boyton Environment Group would
like to go further but as this is a community project, we need to know
that it has local support. It is very hard to give specifics yet but we will
be holding an open meeting in Boyton Village Hall on
Saturday 22 January at 7.00pm to outline a few
possibilities and hear of any additional suggestions in
an open discussion. Please come along if you are
interested or let us know of your concerns.
Contact Gary Lowe (411203),
Andrew Cassy (411720) or email:
boyton.co2@btinternet.com for more details.
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We welcomed old rivals Woodbridge
Football Club for our first home game
of the season. Carl Lennard was able
to record his first win 2-0. Second up
was new signing Tom Vincent who
had a great game winning 2-0. D.
Stone was up next and was unlucky to
lose1-2. Dave Hyde for the Shepherd
recorded his first win for the side 2-1.
Ernie Flint has yet to win a game as he
went down by 2-0. Captain Dingle
Bailey kept up his 100% success
winning 2-1, scoring maximum 180 on the way. Hyde and Vincent won the first Doubles
- thus winning the match. Lennard and Bailey also won but Stoney and Flint lost giving
a match result of 6-3 to the Shepherd.
In the local derby away to Sutton Plough, Garren Creed returned to the side in place of
Ernie Flint and recorded his second win of the season 2-0. Vincent was up next and won
2-1. Capt. Dingle Bailey lost 2-1 and with it his 100% record. Hyde and Lennard played
the next two games and both won by 2-0. Stoney was our last singles player scoring 2-1,
which won the match. The same 6 players were in the doubles and all recorded wins of 20 giving a match result of 8-1 to the Shepherd. Bad luck skip!
Next up was the British Legion at home. There was a good crowd at the Shepherd for this
match, with both teams having won their matches 8-1 the week before. First up for the
Shepherd was Dave Hyde who won 2-0. Vincent and Creed suffered 2 losses by the same
score. Lennard played next and had a narrow victory 2-1 to level the score. Stoney was
given a master class and was defeated 2-0 and Capt. Dingle played the biggest shocker
ever seen at the Shepherd and also lost 2-0. Being 4-2 down after the singles, we needed
to win all 3 doubles. Hyde and Creed were up first and against 2 Legion players who had
not dropped a leg. It was a very close game in which we had darts to win but sadly lost 21 and with it the match. In the other 2 doubles we recorded wins of 2-0 and 2-1.
Carl Lennard

HOLLESLEY PARISH COUNCIL
There will be a Special Meeting of Hollesley Parish Council
Thursday 6 January 2011 at 7.30 p.m. in the Village Hall, Hollesley
To discuss and formulate local views on the application stated below, so comments can be
sent to Suffolk Coastal District Planning Services for their consideration. (C/10/3014)
PART OF CAR PARK, SHEPHERD & DOG INN, THE STREET, HOLLESLEY
Erection of village store/post office with stock room and accommodation over.
(Relocation of current Village Stores)
www.villagevoices.org.uk
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Shepherd and Dog darts.
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From Our Country Kitchen - Pheasant with
Apples
Serves 2 to 4 depending on the size of the pheasant
We can get very good game in Suffolk and this recipe is delicious. It also is a good way
of using stored apples.
1 pheasant cut into serving pieces
2 tbls olive oil
1 cooking apple, peeled, cored and sliced
2 small eating apples, Cox or similar, peeled,
cored and sliced
2 stalks celery sliced
1 onion sliced
1tbls plain flour
1 pint chicken or game stock
1/2 pint white wine
1 bay leaf
Heat the olive oil in a heavy-bottomed, lidded casserole. When hot, add the pheasant
pieces and cook on both sides until browned. Lift out of the pan and put to one side.
Lower the heat, add more olive oil if necessary, add the celery and onion and cook until
soft. Add the apple slices and cook for 5 minutes.
Add the flour and stir in for a minute and then pour in the stock and white, wine stirring
all the time.
Return the pheasant pieces to the pan, check the seasoning and add the bay leaf.
Cover and cook in a preheated oven at 180c, Gas 4 for 1 to 1 1/2 hours until tender.
Check occasionally and add more wine if necessary.
This goes well with baked potatoes which can be cooked in the oven at the same time.
Pauline Austerfield

Coming soon to a venue near you: Deben 8 Films
'Mother Teresa - A Woman of Compassion'
Thurs 20th Jan 2 -3:30pm Sutton Village Hall
Sat 29th Jan 7 - 8:30 pm Bawdsey Village Hall
Thur 17th Feb 2 -3:30pm Shottisham Trust Hall
Sat 26th Feb 7 - 8:30pm Boyton Village Hall
Free Entry to All Events

www.villagevoices.org.uk
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Ramblings in the snow

Laurie Forsyth

Quick check on temperature before leaving the car at Red Lodge: minus two degrees –
excellent! Start walking back to Hollesley, via farmland, heath cottages, Bussock’s Barn,
Brew House and Hollesley Common. Snow dry, powdery – about 5 inches. Feel warm as
toast. Walk in tractor tracks – it’s easier. Pigs. They have food and water, so have to share
it with gulls, rooks, jackdaws and crows. Eight starlings perched on a sow’s back, and
brave pied wagtail darting close to row of chomping pigs’ jaws. ‘Bye pigs! Now, – into
the heath. Snow deeper. Gives a good satisfying crunch at every step. Read somewhere
that when snow squeaks, you know it is about minus 25 degrees. Feel even warmer – the
hoar frost and snow clings to every tree, so it is a lot colder than it seems.
Sky is a promising leaden colour.
More snow?
Perfection ruined: a tractor has
crunched through the ice on a deep
puddle, and sprayed brown water and
mud onto the glistening snow. Remind
myself that the countryside is a work
place. Tracks, and more tracks.
Rabbit, pheasant (?) fox, deer. Remind
myself that wildlife takes weather as it
comes and gets on with things.
Heather overhanging edge of track.
That small snowdrift hides hibernating
larva of the ant lion. And this
snowdrift covers vipers bugloss. Snow protects them from frost.
Reach the two flinty cottages: smoke curls from the chimney of one – otherwise, no sign
of life. Peaceful and isolated: they might have been lifted from the pages of a Thomas
Hardy novel. Move on through untouched snow. Bussock’s Barn was once a landscape
of pigs. Now a pig-free snowfield – deep, crisp and even. Lots of pigs near Brew House,
rooting and squabbling in the snow. Cold pork? Whirring wings as redlegged partridges
glide over stubble. Enter Poplar Farm’s watery woodland: Silent. Twigs, branches, leaves
all motionless, laden with snow. Sudden clatter! Woodpigeons soar from tall alder, and
then a faster wingbeat as something rockets off the ground. Woodcock?
Now heading for home. Gorse in flower, falling across the footpath beneath weight of
snow. Acres of virgin snow, pure, untouched: feel guilty about spoiling it, but come
across a fox track, so I’m not the first.
Laurie Forsyth
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Hollesley Parish Council Minutes November 2010
Police Report
Only one crime in Hollesley since the last meeting: a dwelling burglary with intent at Box
Hall. There were 6 offences at the prison including a well-publicised prison mutiny. From
1st December 2010 Woodbridge Police Station opening times will be 9-5pm 7 days a
week.

District Councillor's Report – Mrs. Rhona Sturrock
A reminder of the financial constraints and impending cuts at local government level. The
planning scrutiny committee had found problems with responses to applications. Planning
refusals would in future have the reasons for the refusal attached as part of the notice.
SCDC linking more closely with Waveney D.C. to provide services in a more cost
effective and efficient way

County Councillor's Report - Mrs. Rosemary Clarke
At the Budget Review meeting there was considerable concern over the expected
recruitment of volunteers to fulfil some services and the consequences if volunteers could
not be found. Reassurances have been given that services will not be cut.

Correspondence received
A letter received from HMP Hollesley Bay, seeking support for their application to the
Parish Tree Scheme. Funding required for planting a hedge to enhance an area on site.
The Clerk to write a letter of support on behalf of the Parish Council.

Village Hall Recreation Ground and Oak Hill Playing Field
•
•
•

•
•

Village Seating: the seat has not yet been installed, Mr Driver agreed to chase this.
Play equipment for Oak Hill: the recent application has been rejected. Awaiting
quotes re: fitting.
Options for parking for the Oak Hill Playing Field. It was suggested we request a
meeting with the Home Office and Prison to find out their intentions for the use or
disposal of the Club.
It was agreed to accept the quote from John Terrell for the trimming of the cherry
trees on the Village Hall playing field. Mr Driver to organise the work to be done.
Two trees opposite the Village Hall driveway covered in ivy were both in a poor
condition and may need to be cut down. Mr Driver to get Mr Minter to inspect this
tree. The elm tree by the Bowls Club was showing signs of disease and may also
need to be cut down.

The state of hedges in and around the village
It was agreed to send a letter of thanks to Mortiers Farm for cutting a lot of hedges
around the village.

Matters for report
•
•

Concern that Mr Towler, the named Emergency Planner for the village has moved
away. It was agreed to contact him to ask if he wished to resign.
Residents have again been asking about the possibility of a footpath from Duck
Corner. It was suggested they speak with the County Council or put their concerns in
writing to the Parish Council as evidence. Residents may attend the Annual Parish
Meeting to discuss their concerns.
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•
•

•

•

•
•

Continued flooding at Bussocks Lane reported. The highways to be contacted every
time this happens so the gullies can be cleared until they are replaced.
The play equipment at the Village Hall recreation ground has been inspected and
found in good working order. Repairs have been made to the gate. Some fence posts
need replacing. It was agreed to get a quote. The allotment path had deteriorated in
the last few months due to tree root damage. It was suggested that the landowner
whose trees had caused the damage could be liable for repair costs. Concern over the
visibility at Duck Corner due to the hedges on both sides. Mr Driver to speak with
the owners.
There used to be a fire-break along the common, cut back to 40 metres from the
verge. Contact the Forestry Commission to see if it can be reinstated and trees that
have now set can be taken out.
Concern over the possible closure of Leaman House and the duty of care of the
Council for the elderly. The Council pays for care if the individual cannot.
Information to be gathered and passed on regarding the standards of private care
showing it is equal to that of Council run homes.
Check the waste bins at the Village Hall re: the litter that seems to be constantly
blown around.
The trees in the new cemetery are encroaching onto the highway verge and need to
be cut back.

Pool

The Shepherd and Dog have joined the Woodbridge & District Monday Night Pool
League. It is a few years since a team has existed.
So, hello and a Happy New Year from our pool team! With the pool table now installed in
the pub, we are already proving its worth just over half way through our first season.
Progress has been great so far and we are currently locked in a tight struggle between the
Big Four!
(See table below)
Played Won
Drawn Lost
Points
Douglas Bader
9
8
1
0
25
Woodbridge George A
10
7
1
2
22
Framlingham Con Club A
9
7
1
1
22
Shepherd & Dog
9
6
1
1
20
Our team of local players has already shown a certain quality as we were triumphant in
the League Cup final on October 25th, beating the Wickham Market George 7 – 3. This
cup final victory has, most definitely, given us the incentive and confidence to press on
and win the league. Please feel free to come in and support us in our first home league
match of the New Year on Monday 17th January.
Bye for now,
Steven Shemmings (We all wish you luck in your first season! Editor)
www.villagevoices.org.uk
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Hollesley Tower Appeal - Robert Simper Talk
On Saturday 20th November (St Edmunds Day) about 65 people gathered at Hollesley
Village Hall to hear an illustrated talk by Robert Simper entitled Exploring Suffolk
Estuaries. Using his own photographs, he led us on a fascinating tour of river estuaries
from the Orwell to the Blyth, explaining how the riverscape we see today evolved over
several centuries. There was a short question and answer session at the end of the talk, by
which time a delicious pasty and pea supper awaited everyone, followed by a slice of
cake. This successful evening raised some £670 towards the Church Tower Appeal.
Thanks must go to Gill and Ray Whiffin for their work preparing the supper, to Ken Yates
for acting as Master of Ceremonies for the evening, to Dennis Driver for organising the
bar and to everyone involved in the smooth running of the event.
Peter Harper

Hollesley Players' Christmas Pantomime Reviews

Scenes from Hollesley Players' production of Sleeping Beauty
Absolutely fantastic! Rachel Spooner

It was all good. Brad

I felt really nervous when I stepped on stage but I thought, You can do this!
Lucinda (Fairy Cherry-Blossom)
I was proud of my performance, especially on Saturday night. My favourite bit was all of
it! Holly (Beauty's friend)
It was fantastic to be in it. It's funny when the audience join in.
Keren (Courtier / office worker)
Saturday night's audience were really good and joined in. We had lots of laughs.
Lydia (Courtier / office worker)
Congratulations to the whole crew, front of house and behind the scenes.
Hollesley Players are always looking for new members - Oh yes we are! Have you
thought of joining? Phone Sharon: 01728 688446
Cheryl Gray
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Robert Simper (on the rhs) being presented with his award by the Rt. Hon. Lord Ambrose Greenway.

World Ship Trust presentation to
Robert Simper

At the Frank Carr Luncheon at the Royal Thames Yacht Club, Knightsbridge, London on
October 12 2010 The Rt. Hon. Lord Ambrose Greenway presented Robert Simper with
the World Ship Trust’s Individual Achievement Award.
In recognition of his dedication over the years to the detailed recording and
documenting, both in word and photograph, of traditional East Coast working sailing
craft, and in appreciation of his own preservation activities coupled with his tireless
encouragement of others.
Many congratulations to Robert Simper from us all. (Editor)

Bettaprint • Design • Print • Digital
A Family Run Business
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Full Colour Design • Brochures • Magazines • Newsletters
Letterheads, etc & General Printed Stationery
Colour/Black & White Digital Services
• FREE Delivery Service with in the local area

01394 386628 • bettaprint@unicombox.co.uk
1 Carlow Mews Church Street WOODBRIDGE Suffolk IP12 1EA
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Marian
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