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Dates for your diary
Date

Time

Activity

Saturday 5th January

11 – 12

Boyton Village Meeting at VH

Sunday 6th January

9.30am

S W T working party

Wednesday 9th January

6 – 7.15pm

Boyton Village Meeting at VH

Wednesday 9th January

7.30 – 9.30 pm

Boyton Parish Council Meeting

Thursday 10th January

7.30pm

Hollesley WI meets VH
Village Voices copy deadline

Thursday 10th January

8.45 – 9.45am

Tuesday 15th January
Sunday 27th January

Mobile Police Station Pub car park
Mobile library

8pm

Regular events

Charity pub quiz Shepherd & Dog

Day

Time Activity

Where

Contact

Monday

7.30 pm

Yoga

Hollesley VH

Elly Lloyd 412053

Monday

1.30pm

Mothers’ Union

Bawdsey VH

Pat Fleetwood 410409

Tuesday

2pm

Welcome Club

Tuesday

Marian Collins 411262
Hollesley Bay Day Centre
Audrey Shelcott 411776

Tuesday

Tai Chi

Hollesley VH

Ali Crawford 411717

Tuesday

7.30pm

Ballroom dancing

Sutton VH

Tuesday

8pm

Tai Chi / Qi Gong

Hollesley VH

Wednesday

8pm

Badminton

Chris Andrews 411126

Judo Club

Julie Joliffe 410483

Thursday

Roy Wadland 411755

Thursday

2-3pm

Art Classes

Butley VH

Friday

11am

Coffee Morning

Shepherd & Dog

Sunday

10-11am Sunday Shape Up

Hollesley VH

Mary 450077
Beck Williams
07956 622330

Sunday

4-5pm

Table Tennis

Boyton VH

Andrew Cassy 411720

Please email diary@villagevoices.org.uk or phone Debbie Pipe 411976
with any updates to this information.
I run an emailed list of events that take place in our area. The rolling list is distributed as and when
people inform me of events and I include brief details and Internet links to more information if
available. If you want (or don't want any more) to be included on the blind distribution list, please
email me at fred.stentiford@btopenworld.com. Fred Stentiford
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Helen Macleod

From the Editor

The Street, Hollesley in January 2010

Dear friends,
Happy New Year to all our readers! Suddenly Christmas is over for another year. Some of
us make New Year Resolutions, but can we keep them? Our photo reminds us of what
weather might be in store in the next few weeks! Welcome to new families who have
moved into our villages, especially to Swallows Close. Just 4 houses have yet to be sold.
After some delays, even the 8 Affordable homes are available and are being occupied. We
know you will all be very happy here and there is a great deal to do and see in and around
our villages, as you will read in Village Voices.
Sixty years ago the East Coast was ravaged by the flood. Read local stories and memories
from Hollesley and Shingle Street (p.4 – 6) See the exhibition and film in Orford.
Looking ahead, there are details of Open Gardens in Hollesley, Boyton Herb garden and
seasonal tips for January, (p.20, 21, 27) Advice on ash trees (p.17)
Keep writing to us in 2013, with your letters and articles. Thanks to all the distributors
who make sure that every household receives Village Voices delivered to their door.
Helen Macleod
(Editor)
Cover photo: Frozen garden pond by Helen Macleod
The opinions expressed in this magazine do not necessarily reflect the views or
policies of the editorial team.
Email (all 3 editors):
editor@villagevoices.org.uk
Contact: Helen Macleod, Colyton,
The Street, Hollesley, IP12 3QU
Tel: 01394 411232
www.villagevoices.org.uk

Advertising: Rob Claxton
Tel: 01394 410231
E-mail: ads@villagevoices.org.uk
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Helen Macleod

60 years on – local memories of the
terrible flood of ‘53
Unless we lived through it,
how can we imagine what it
was like on that wild night of
Saturday 31st January when
the sea came in and covered
our marshes? Life was very
different then. At Shingle
Street there was no mains
electricity, but only candles
and oil lamps. Rain water was
collected for all daily use.
There were of course no
telephones, apart from the
Coastguard, and Shingle Street
Coastguard cottages
was cut off during the flood
for about a week.
Mary Curtis was living at the house named ‘Verona’, just beside the Martello Tower.
This is her story:
The 1953 flood was a frightening experience for me, my family and the people of Shingle
Street. It all started about 10 pm. I was listening to a play on the radio, and my husband
and young son were in bed. I heard a loud knock on the front door, and I bravely opened
it. Archie Bere from the Coastguard Cottages stood there. Archie said he had come
through the marshes and was rather concerned as there seemed to be a lot of water about,
and it was my husband Jim’s job to attend to the Pumping Station. Jim hastily got dressed
and left home. The wind was very strong that night, and shook the house. It was rather
eerie as time went on. I looked out of the
bedroom window to see that we were
surrounded by water. I started to panic as I
realized Jim would never have made it to the
Pumping Station.
He came home at 3am and said he got as far as
the Coastguard Cottages but could get no
further. He stayed with Archie for a while as he
didn’t know what to do. In the meantime the
water started to come into our house. We lived
at the far end of Shingle Street just before you
get to the Martello Tower. I rushed to get some
food and drink upstairs. Thankfully my 3 year
old son slept through it all, and so did Jim’s
Jim Curtis with his bike
Page 4 January 2013

www.villagevoices.org.uk

parents who lived along the front. It was a bright moonlit night, the wind died down and
all was calm.
It was a miracle to see all the houses safe. Jim’s parents got a shock when they woke up
to see water up to their front door. That was not the end of our worries, as Jim had to
have a rowing boat to get through the flooded marshes to get to the Pumping Station to
do the night shift. How he managed it I just don’t know as there were gate posts and other
obstacles to avoid. He really did deserve a medal as this went on for several nights until
the water receded.
I never liked Shingle Street after that and was glad to move to Moorlands in 1955 where I
have lived ever since.
Ena Emmens delivered our post by bicycle for many years.
Shingle Street was part of her round.
She set off on Monday 2nd February and reached the Pumping Station where she met
Eric Andrews, the Coastguard, who was ferrying people to and fro in his rowing boat. She
climbed into the boat with her heavy mail bag, which sometimes weighed up to 80lb, and
two Borstal Boys who were going to see to the cattle at Oxley Dairy.
They threatened to tip her into the water, and Eric told them to ‘be quiet!’, but she said
that if she went in they would go in with her! That settled the argument and the boys were
put off at Oxley. Ena was very relieved to reach the Coastguard Cottages, where Elsie
Bere sat her down with a cup of tea while Archie delivered the post for her.
For the next week or so, until the road became passable, Ena was glad to hand over the
post to Eric Andrews each day for Shingle Street delivery. He ferried people, food and
other goods. Some folk were evacuated, but Elsie Bere collected shopping for the elderly
who remained so that everyone was looked after until life returned to normal.
Leonard Button was the Hollesley Police Constable. His report is the most
comprehensive received by Village Voices and we are grateful to his daughter Pam
Charity who has obtained it for us. See the full version on our website.
At 3am on Sunday 1st February I was called up by the Governor, (Mr Ffinch) H.M.B.I.
Hollesley. The electricity had failed along with the telephones. I went with him by car,
our thoughts being centred on the safety of residents at Shingle Street. When we got to
the Pumping Station we found the water was a raging torrent, and the road was under
about 6 ft water. I managed to contact the Coastguard Mr Ridler who said ‘We have had a
rough time, but we are OK. We are completely cut off by water.’
We went to other farms and houses and warned them of the flood. At daylight we
surveyed the district and discovered that the sea and river walls between Shingle Street
and Boyton Dock had been breached in numerous places, and the marshes and most of
the roads were flooded. At Capel St Andrew part of the road towards Butley had been
washed away.
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We also found that marshes and arable land extending from Shingle Street in a westerly
direction to Church Farm, Hollesley, were under water. Eighteen head of cattle owned by
Mr W.M.Turner J.P. were standing in water up to their bellies and were in danger of being
drowned. A boat was loaned by Rev. W Groom, and launched at Church Farm by Mr
Turner, PC Button and others. Three men named Lewis, Barker and Lewis of Hollesley
tried to rescue the cattle, but owing to the roughness of the water, and to the high wind
the attempt was unsuccessful. A further attempt was made at 4pm by Mr L. Miller, and
they succeeded in getting 11 head of cattle to higher ground, where they appeared safe for
the time being. These cattle were fed and watered by boat, and on Friday 6th February
they were moved from the marshes after the water subsided. Seven of the cattle drowned.
At H.M.B.I Hollesley 214 acres of marsh land, 36 acres of arable land and 60 acres of
orchard were flooded. At the greenhouses 150 panes of glass were broken, 6 beehives
overturned and stocks destroyed. Three calves were drowned at Walk Barn but no cattle
were lost at Oxley although they were marooned and had to be fed by boat.
At Shingle Street 13 adults and 10 children were evacuated to friends and relatives. 26
foul and 4 tame rabbits were drowned. A garage, sheds, chicken huts and outdoor
buildings were washed away. Three houses were flooded. The Beacons, owned by Mr
Vulliamy of Ipswich, besides being flooded, had the doors broken in by the force of the
water and the weight of shingle thrown up against them. The boathouse and a boat were
washed away. The building was unoccupied at the time.
The approximate area of flooding is 1500 acres including 1200 acres of pasture, and 300
acres arable, woodland and orchard. ‘Sleeper’ bridges on the marshes were washed away.
The Pumping Station was flooded to a depth of 4ft 6ins. The water was pumped out of
the building on 2nd February at noon and the large pump started. It continued pumping
night and day until it was stopped on 15th February 1953. It is estimated that this pump
alone pumped 360,000,000 gallons of flood water from the marshes and other smaller
pumps were needed.
During the1953 flood
Shingle Street could
only be reached by boat
for around a week.
Laurie Forsyth

Thank you to those who
have provided this
fascinating record for
Village Voices
Helen Macleod
High tide on the road to Shingle Street in
November 2007
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The Alde and Ore Association

’53 Flood Exhibition – Flood Awareness weekend
Plans are well ahead for the Exhibition sponsored by the Alde and Ore Association to
mark the 60th Anniversary of the ’53 Flood. As many of you remember, late on the
night of 31st January 1953 the walls breached in numerous places and many homes and
several thousand acres of our estuary land were inundated with salt water. The
Exhibition will be showing a fascinating range of RAF photographs taken by Bomber
Command shortly after the disaster struck along with many private local photographs. We
are extremely lucky to have Angie Mason, an experienced documentary film maker,
producing a film of local memories which includes unique unseen cine footage taken
locally in Orford. There is also a map and very interesting diary written by Philip John
Trist, the local Ministry of Agriculture’s Engineer, covering the Suffolk coast, along with
your memories of living through those very difficult times. There will be lots to see in
Orford, Aldeburgh and Snape so please don’t miss it!

All these events are free!
Friday 1st February

Saturday 2nd February

Sunday 3rd February

Monday 4th February

Tuesday 5th February

6 p.m. Orford Town Hall
Launch of Flood Awareness Weekend and exhibition of maps
and photographs with invited guests. Invitation only due to
space constraints. Chairman: Alison Andrews
Exhibitions open 11a.m – 4pm Orford Town Hall, Peter
Pears Gallery, Aldeburgh, Aldeburgh Cinema Gallery
3 p.m. Aldeburgh Cinema. Premiere of local film! Archive,
local memories and Premiere of film by Angie
Mason Presentation of Emergency Plan for Aldeburgh.
Chairman: Hugh Pilkington
11 – 4pm Orford and Aldeburgh Exhibitions open
10.30 a.m. Snape Maltings Reading from John Trist’s Diary
by Blake Morrison – Tickets from Aldeburgh Music
11a.m.- 4p.m. Orford and Aldeburgh Exhibitions open for
schools visits. See below.
6 p.m. Orford Town Hall: Films: Archive and Angie
Mason’s film Presentation of Emergency Plan for Orford.
Free admission. Chairman: Sir Edward Greenwell, Bt.
11a.m.-4p.m. Exhibitions open for schools visits. See below.

School sessions for Orford should be booked with Frances Barnwell
frances.barnwell@gmail.com
The film includes personal memories of the flood which are recorded on the film by
residents of Hollesley, Shingle Street and Bawdsey who were present
at the gathering in Orford in December (Editor)
www.villagevoices.org.uk
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Our Vicar writes

Laurie Forsyth

Christmas is over! You might be glad that
things are getting back to normal, eager to get
back to school or work (if you haven’t
already), and looking forward to planning the
new year. Or perhaps you’ll miss the
excitement and the company and the festive
atmosphere?
Christmas is over! Or is it? Most people have
heard of the twelve days of Christmas even if
only in the song; or of ‘twelfth night’. What
you might not know is that in some countries
around the world, Christians celebrate
Christmas – Jesus’ birth – on January 6th.
This is because it is on this day, which we call
Epiphany, that we celebrate Jesus’ coming
into our world being made known to all the
people of the world, not just the Jewish
people. Traditionally, we remember the visit
Hollesley pews
of the three wise men to the infant Jesus
(although this was almost certainly more than twelve days after he was born). Many
Christians now continue to celebrate Christmas until the end of the Epiphany ‘season’ on
2nd February.
The wise men were led to Bethlehem by a star, and light of every kind has always been
important for guiding human beings and revealing truth. Stars, lighthouses, beacons,
torches, lamps, streetlights have all played their part and continue to do so even in these
days of sophisticated technology. The celebration of the light that Jesus brought into our
world continues long after Christmas Day itself and that light continues to spread.
In our villages we are celebrating Jesus as the light of all the world
with a special Christingle service at St Andrew’s Church, Alderton at
11am on Sunday 6th January. The service is particularly suitable for
children and each child will receive an orange decorated with a
candle, sweets, fruit and ribbon. If you want to know what it all
means, why not come and find out on January 6th? I wish you all a
peaceful and fruitful
New Year.
Ruth
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WEEKDAY SERVICES

Church Contacts

Wednesday
12 noon Sutton - Holy Communion

Thursday
9am Boyton Church - Morning Prayer

Friday
8am Hollesley Church - Morning Prayer

2nd Wednesday
1.30pm Colyton, Hollesley - Prayer Group

Team Vicar:
Ruth Hatchett, 01394 412052
Hollesley Churchwardens:
Fred Stentiford, 01394 411469
Pat Shannon, 01394 411214

1st Thursday
2.30pm Glebe House, Hollesley - Evensong

3rd Thursday
10.30am Glebe House, Hollesley - Holy
Communion

4th Thursday
1.30pm Colyton, Hollesley - Prayer
Group

Day
th

6 January
Epiphany
th

13 January
Baptism of
Jesus
th

20 January
Week of Prayer
for Christian
Unity
th
27 January
th
4 Sunday of
Epiphany
rd
3 February
Presentation of
Christ in the
Temple
(Candlemas)
www.villagevoices.org.uk

Boyton

Boyton Churchwardens:
Malcolm Fleetwood, 01394 410409
Isobel Lilley, 01394 411409
Tower Captain:
Alan McBurnie, 01394 411517

Hollesley

Other Places

8.00 Holy
Communion
11.00 Christingle Service at Alderton
11.00 Morning
9.30 Family
8.00 Alderton
Praise
Communion
11.00 Bawdsey,
6.00pm
Ramsholt (guest
’Reflection and
preacher – Mr Roy
Song’
Tricker)
11.00 Holy
9.30 onwards
8.00 Alderton
Communion
Café Sundae
6.30pm
Evensong
9.30 Holy
8.00 Alderton
Communion
11.00 Bawdsey,
Ramsholt
11am Service of Confirmation & Holy Communion for
the whole peninsula with the Bishop of Dunwich
at All Saints Hollesley
All welcome to this very special celebration
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Robert Marzetti

Scenes from A Christmas Carol

Robert Marzetti

Crowd scene

Applause for Steve Caulfield who played Scrooge
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A Christmas Carol
Hollesley Players performed to full capacity audiences at Hollesley Village Hall in the
run-up to Christmas. This was a play and a pantomime rolled into one, with a fresh
approach by Katherine Leaver, a promising young playright who is still at Farlingaye
High School, and also a member of Hollesley Players. It was a different, fresh approach
to the story, but the message was the same as the original Christmas Carol.
Congratulations, Katherine, and good luck for the future!
Scrooge was played in his inimitable way by Steve Caulfield, who suited the part
perfectly, as did Andrew Aldous as Bob Cratchit.
It was lovely to see many young children taking part, singing and dancing
enthusiastically. The audience joined in with boos, cheers and singing. The rest of the
cast all played their parts well, and the costumes were lovely. The backstage crew used
some ingenious curtains for scene changes. Lastly, the live musicians directed by Alison
Ward pulled it all together and ensured the pace kept going smoothly. Thanks also to
those who provided refreshments and the raffle.
Well done, Hollesley Players!
Hollesley Players always welcomes new members. Auditions will be at 7pm, Friday 18th
January, Hollesley Village Hall. New production in May: ‘An Inspector Calls’
by JB Priestley
Contact Di or Tony Barnard for details Tel. 411079
Helen Macleod

www.villagevoices.org.uk
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Do you know the truth about
Margaret Catchpole?

Anthony Cobbold at school showing his family tree

As you know our topic in the autumn
term was Margaret Catchpole. We
know that she worked for Mrs
Elizabeth Cobbold who taught her
to read and write. Margaret was
transported to Australia and while she
was there she sent letters to Elizabeth
Cobbold. The story we have been
learning about was based on the book
written by Richard Cobbold who was
Elizabeth’s youngest son.

On Friday the 19th of November we had a very special visitor.
Anthony Cobbold who is Richard’s great, great, great nephew came to visit our school to
tell us a little more about the story of Margaret Catchpole and her life. Mr Cobbold
brought in some books with the original watercolours that Richard Cobbold painted for
his book. They were really good and it is overwhelming to think they are the only copy in
the world! Elizabeth did some scissor cuttings, called scherenschnitte, for parties because
she was a party girl. Anthony brought some of these fine pictures in to show us. Mr
Cobbold told us that these items were not insured because although they are really
valuable no amount of money could replace them. It was unbelievable that we saw them
in front of us and were even allowed to touch them!
Anthony told us a little more about Margaret Catchpole. She really did steal a horse and
was sent to Australia but he doesn’t think she lived at Nacton but lived with her uncle in
Brandeston instead. But to our even greater surprise he told us that Will Laud probably
didn’t exist!
We enjoyed Mr Cobbold’s visit and relive the moments when he showed us nearly
everything Mr Richard Cobbold wrote and drew. We also wrote some letters to him and
we hope he will read this report and if he does we have a message for him: ‘Thank you
Mr Cobbold! It was amazing.’
More about the Cobbolds can be found at www.cobboldfht.com
School reporters Holly Spooner and Luke Jelinski
P.S. We saw the photo of the Lifeboat Inn in December Village Voices. Anthony Cobbold
told us that it was built by the Cobbold brewery in Ipswich.
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New Year’s Resolutions
Too many mince pies over the festive season? Resolved to lose weight or get fit
this year? Want to reduce stress or improve your mobility? What better time to
join one of our local exercise classes.
There’s no need to join an expensive gym or waste time out of your busy life
travelling miles to a class in Woodbridge or Ipswich, no costs to park and little or
no petrol money used. Have a look at the classes and activities below and if one
seems like it might be for you, why not give it a go this January?

Prefer to be out in the fresh air?
Working parties take place regularly
on our local commons, where you
can burn off energy in our local
‘green gym’ by helping to maintain
the heathland with other volunteers.

Stepping Out in Suffolk health walks
Free, low impact, guided health walks. You
walk with trained leaders and at your own
pace. January walks include:• Weds 9th Jan, 12 noon, meet Turban
Centre Car Park, Woodbridge
• Sunday 13th Jan, 2.30pm meet in Car
Park at Broom Heath, Woodbridge
email: info@livewellsuffolk.org.uk or visit our
website http://www.livewellsuffolk.org.uk
Tel: 01473 22 92 92
www.villagevoices.org.uk
www.villagevoices.org.uk

It’s free and you will get lots of
exercise whilst being out in our
beautiful countryside with other
people. Forthcoming working party
dates are:
Sunday 6th Jan, 9.30am at Upper
Hollesley Common
Sunday 3rd Feb
Sunday 3rd March
Sunday 7th April
Contact Nick Mason on 01394
411150 for full details.
January
2013
January
2013page
page13
13

Past Times – how different they were!

Helen MacLeod

Extracts from the Rules at the Almshouses
in Boyton 1942

Mary Warner Homes today
1. The Pensioners shall not absent themselves from the Almshouses without the written
licence of the Trustees or the Chaplain. None may exceed 4 weeks in any one year or
their pension will be forfeit.
2. No pensioner shall part with his or her rooms or permit any stranger, relation or
friend to reside or pass the night therein except with written permission. Each
pensioner shall be in his or her rooms by 9 o’clock from November to February and
before 10 o’clock other months.
3. The pensioners shall attend divine service in the parish church of Boyton on Sundays
and other days unless prevented by sickness or other cause to be allowed by one of
the Trustees or the Chaplain.
4. Pensioners are expected to be clean and tidy in their persons and clothing also to
keep their rooms clean and in order to the satisfaction of the Chaplain. They are
especially warned against frequenting public houses or beer houses, using bad
language or the excessive use of beer or spirits.
5. No person officially connected with the Almshouses shall be allowed to sell to any of
the inmates anything whatsoever neither shall they be allowed to solicit orders for
anything whatsoever to be supplied by another person.
6. The nurses are expected to give faithful attention to all pensioners especially the sick
and infirm, but in the case of long continued illness rendering any such person
incapable the pensioner must employ someone to wait upon them at their own
expense.
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7. The nurses are expected to discharge their respective duties kindly with consideration
and not exact from the pensioners extra payments.
8. Persons who are found supplying wine, beer or spirits in undue quantity to the
pensioners will be forbidden visiting the Almshouses for any purpose whatsoever.
9. The Trustees will whenever they see fit withhold the allowance of any pensioner, and
every pension withheld will be applied for the benefit of such pensioner in such
manner as the Chaplain shall in his discretion think advisable.
10. If any of the pensioners shall be guilty of insobriety or immoral or unbecoming
conduct the Trustees will upon proof thereof displace the pensioner and appoint
another in his or her place.
Willett Ram Clerk to the Trustees
May 1942

The little girl who nobody spoke about

Who was the little girl, called Henriette who was a member of the Churnside family, the
maiden name of my grandmother? No-one ever gave us any clues about the lost little girl,
except to say that she had died at an early age from falling in a washtub and drowning.
A search into the family revealed that her father William Edward was born in Malta in
1863, as his father was in the military. He married Elizabeth and they had 7 children born
after they returned to England, to Bolton, Lancashire. The middle one was Henriette born
18th April 1893 and died in the Workhouse in 1903.
The family circumstances appear to have been somewhat limited as it was believed the
father of the family was in fact a cripple, having lost his legs in a railway accident. They
only lived in a very small house. At the time medical care was expensive. Taking into
consideration the family situation it was thought necessary that Henriette should be
placed in a hospital environment because there was something wrong with her.
I made enquiries with Bolton Archives and ascertained that Henriette was in fact a cripple
child. Due to family circumstances they were unable to care for her, so it was decided to
put her in a hospital environment, which was the Workhouse. She died in December 1903
and the cause of death was Tubercular Arthritis of the hip joint. This meant she would
have had a very painful life, and death brought an end to her suffering.
Joe Cooper Mary Warner Homes

Village sample sale

Just to say thanks to the people of Hollesley who came and bought clothing samples
at the Village Hall on Saturday the 17th of November. Not only were there great
bargains to be had: we raised over £300.00 for the Village Fete.
Stewart and Pauline Austerfield

www.villagevoices.org.uk
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Don’t turn our ash trees to ashes!

Contributed

Completely out of the blue, the ash tree,
our ancient woodlands and Suffolk’s
landscapes face a serious threat. Ash
dieback disease is a fungal pathogen that
kills young ash growth – especially
saplings. At the time of writing, little is
known of its life cycle, how it arrived in
the UK, what long-term effect it has on
mature trees, and how virulent it could
prove within our huge national population
of ash trees, which fortunately has more
genetic diversity than the elms in the
1970s.
Reports from Denmark and Poland of
large-scale ash mortality have fuelled lurid
media stories, and whipped up fears about
something that may, or may not happen.
The disease is a serious concern, but it
could be made worse by doing the wrong
things: Corporal Jack Jones has always said Don’t panic! And how right he is. Firstly, we
must learn from history, says Julian Roughton, Director of Suffolk Wildlife Trust. Dutch
elm disease in the ’70s was bad, and the disease is still here, but so still are millions of
elm trees. The 1987 storm destroyed 15 million trees and punched great holes in
woodlands throughout southern England: within a few years, prodigious germination –
mainly by ash – had filled the gaps, and the woodlands are all the better for the storm.
What is crucial is that we learn just how the disease affects mature trees in the long term,
by not cutting them down at the first sign of infection. Says Julian: Tree diseases are part
of woodland’s natural cycle. They are just another form of natural disturbance: in fact,
they can increase diversity in woodlands through the principle of natural selection,
because disease-resistant strains will survive and vulnerable ones are removed from the
system.
Apart from the obvious step of not planting any more Ash trees, our response to Ash
dieback must be led by science. We really need to know much more about the disease,
and how it affects the ash, long term. Felling mature infected trees and burning them –
ash to ashes – before we know their long-term response to the disease is the wrong
reaction, because no population of ash trees with a natural immunity will ever get the
chance to spread their immunity across Suffolk.
Laurie Forsyth
www.villagevoices.org.uk
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Contributed

Tony Hough
31 July 1949 - 20 November 2012
On Friday 30 November
over 300 people packed
into Hollesley Church
for a service of
thanksgiving for the life
of Tony Hough. After a
brave battle with cancer,
Tony died at his home in
Poplar Farm Cottages
with his wife Beverley
and four children Louisa,
Caroline, Emily and
Toby by his side.
Tony was born and grew
Tony Hough on his boat
up in Essex but moved
to Suffolk in 1975 when he began working for Howards, the agricultural machinery
company. He then took a job with Hennessy Engineering and it was during his time with
this company that he came across the peninsula villages, deciding immediately that this
was where he wanted to live. Beverley and Tony moved to Boyton in 1983 where they
lived until 1991, before moving to Hollesley, first to School Lane and then to Poplar Farm
Cottages.
Tony's love of the area was largely fuelled by his passion for the outdoors. Many of his
favourite hobbies were in the open air. Tony was an enthusiastic rugby player, playing for
the Woodbridge Rugby Club 2nd XV. He was also a keen (and sometimes erratic) golfer
and was a long-time member of Aldeburgh Golf Club. He loved being on the water, and
sailed regularly at Ramsholt and Orford, where he served on the Orford Sailing Club
committee for several years. Tony also shot with the Gedgrave shoot, described by fellow
members as being a welcome and (occasionally!) accurate addition to the group.
When Tony's work took him out of the county to south London (and all around the
country) he loved his weekends spent in Suffolk, and particularly enjoyed stepping out
from his garden and walking on Hollesley Common.
In the past, Tony was an active member of Boyton and Hollesley village life and in
Boyton he was a member of the Parish Council. Perhaps his longest-serving contribution
was as a member of the Hollesley Players amateur dramatics society. Some of you may
remember his roles in several village plays, most notably when he played the role of
James Blonde, spending much of the play dressed as an elderly, female children's nanny
before stripping off skirt and blouse to reveal a white-dinner-jacket-clad secret agent!
Tony will be much missed by his family and by friends from the peninsula villages, the
county and further afield.
The Hough family
Page 18 January 2013
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What are your memories of 2012? We
asked some of the young people what they
thought their lasting memories of 2012
would be – things that they thought they
would still remember when they are 60.
The things that were discussed were very
personal memories such as things that
happened at school and ‘in jokes’. Other
lasting memories that many people will
have for this year will include the
Olympics and Paralympics and the Jubilee,
which have all played a big part in
everybody’s lives this year. Personally I
secretly hope that a few people will
remember 2012 as the year we started
running The Place in Hollesley. We hope
that as the year progressed we became an
important part of the lives of the local
young people, giving them a space to get
together, somewhere to have fun and a
place to talk about the important things in
their lives.
In the last few weeks of 2012 we ran a
number of Christmas-themed sessions,
including Christmas ‘crafts’ and watching
Christmas films. You can see pictures of
the young peoples’ creations on our
Facebook page.

Looking forward into the New Year, we
also asked some of the regulars about their
hopes, which included events they would
love to go to, ideal holiday destinations as
well as more personal hopes. As a project
we hope that we continue to make a
positive difference to the village, building
on the start we made in 2012. We plan to
visit Hollesley on 16th, 23rd and 30th
January. Themes for these weeks are yet to
be decided, but will be published online
nearer the time. For more information
about them please visit our website and for
updates check Facebook.
In addition to The Place, Just42 are also
starting a new bus project called ‘Cafe90’,
this will run during the day and aims to
support unemployed or under-employed
16-19 year olds, giving them somewhere to
get together with others in similar situation
for mutual support, job searching,
interview practice and information about
training opportunities. Locations and times
for Cafe90 are yet to be decided, and will
depend on demand. For more information
please speak to us during The Place, visit
our website or look us up on Facebook.

Website (for The Place and Cafe90): http://www.just42.org.uk/bus-project
The Place on Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/ThePlaceMYC
Cafe90 on Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/Cafe90Suffolk
Neil Fox – Lead Youth Worker (Just42 Bus Projects)

www.villagevoices.org.uk
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John Carpmael

Boyton Community Group
news
Progress continues with the Herb Garden; those passing
will have noticed that the post and rope fence along the
front is finished; those that haven’t can see from the
photograph. A frosty morning on our last work party day
means lavender planting will have to wait! Next steps are to include a bench and
eventually a new noticeboard.
There have been some newcomers into Boyton over the past month and we would like to
say a very warm welcome to you in your new homes! We hope you enjoy your Welcome
Pack and find it useful. The Community Group will be reviewing the Welcome Pack in
the near future, and on a regular basis. If you have any suggestions for any updates or
amendments, please send them to Gary Lowe: gary.lowe1957@btinternet.com by 25th
January. A copy of the pack can be seen on the Community Group website.
The group has been running a wholefood bulk purchasing scheme for eight households
for a while now. ‘Wholefood’ is something
of a misnomer as a wide range of food and
household products can be purchased. A
typical saving comparing the same items
bought in a shop is about 25%. We have not
rolled the scheme out more widely as it does
involve a little bit of time, mainly in coordinating the order and sorting out the goods
when they arrive. Ruth Hatchett has said that
she may be prepared to set up a group in
Hollesley. Please contact Ruth:
ruth.hatchett@yahoo.co.uk if you are
interested.
As you know, we run a quarterly bulk oil
purchasing scheme. On the back of this
success we are thinking about extending the
idea to bulk purchase of electricity. More
details will follow soon.
Rope and post fence
Small scale pig-rearing, organised by local
communities and schools, is becoming more popular. If anyone is interested in such a
project in Boyton, please contact Gary Lowe (email as above).
Next regular meeting of the group will be on Saturday 26 January 2013 10.00am at
Papaver (Andy 411720). As ever, all are welcome!
www.BoytonSuffolk.org.uk www.fb.com/BoytonSuffolk www.twitter.com/boytonsuffolk
Gary Lowe
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Suffolk Punch Trust garden
The other week we had a working party to
clear about half of the perimeter of the
pond. This leaves cover for creatures to
creep into for the winter.

Contributed

Next year we plan to keep a clear vista
down to the pond edge so that visitors can
sit and contemplate it.

Autumn pond work

Meanwhile we have continued cutting out
the shapes of the curving flower beds and
lifting the turf ready for double digging.
I’ve only recently learnt the science of
double digging and it’s hard work! First the
soil is dug out to a depth of a spade and put
aside. Then the hard, impacted ground is
dug over using a fork and the topsoil is
replaced.

Good exercise for anyone feeling a bit overweight after Christmas.
Come and join us!

Hollesley Open
Gardens

Margaret Wyllie

Hollesley P.C.C. are planning to
organise an

Open Gardens Day
The suggested date is
Sunday 14th July
2013 between 11.00am and 4.30pm
If you would like to take part by
opening your garden to the public

Helen MacLeod

Please contact Joan Butcher
on 411689
by the end of February.
A Hollesley garden
in summer 2012
www.villagevoices.org.uk
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Transformation of Hollesley Village Shop
Just a year ago Chris and Carol were
planning to build an extension at the back of
the present store. This would more than
double its size, and provide even more
choice for local people, without having to
take the car into Woodbridge or beyond.
During the year we have all seen the
building taking place, and the disruption has
been minimal, as all of us have adapted to
the changing situation.
Chris and Carol outside the shop in
December 2011

The entire shop front was removed

Photos by Helen Macleod

On a bitterly cold day in the middle of
December all the stock was moved back
into the new area and the old shop front was
removed altogether.
The girls carried on cheerfully serving, and
the shoppers did their best to find what they
were looking for in the new layout. By the
end of the week we had a brand new
entrance and everything was bright and
spacious, with plenty of room in the aisles
for trolleys and buggies.

On Saturday December 15th the shop shone out a
welcome as darkness fell and all was bright inside.
Helen Macleod

Keep shopping in Hollesley!
www.villagevoices.org.uk
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A love of Hollesley

Contributed

I fell in love with Hollesley when I first visited the village in 1972 and felt pleased and
proud when I was offered the position of Head Teacher at the Village School. I was
delighted to accept and came to live in Hollesley on December 22nd 1973. We were a
complete family then: my husband, who was not well, my very dear daughter Clare, and
my mum also came and loved Hollesley too.

Enid and Clare with Telsa about 30 years ago
Clare became a pupil at Framlingham Mills Grammar School for Girls. She was very
happy there and made many friends.She always had a very deep love and respect for
animals (especially her pug dog Ben, Oscar the guinea pig and Telsa, her very much
loved horse). She thought that one day she might read Veterinary science but that was a
dream she did not follow through. Instead she read for a degree at the University of
Surrey and from there joined a firm of Accountants in London. Clare enjoyed her years at
Guildford where she met her fiance Andrew Benning.
On December 17th 1983 they were returning to Hollesley from London in order to
celebrate Andrew’s birthday when they had a terrible car accident and were both killed.
Early in January 1984 Robert Andrews came with me to London, where Clare and
Andrew had made their first home, to help me pack up their belongings. I should add that
so many very good friends in Hollesley helped me through those first terrible weeks. That
night I wrote this little verse trying to put into words:
Page 24 January 2013
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My feelings
Today I packed away a house of dreams
A boy and girl with hearts full of love,
They who had so much to give
Whom we are told God has received.
Life stopped dead for me too in that awful moment.
But for them how can it be?
Their cherished home built with Love,
Furnished with Hope.
Hope that they could play a part in this Mad World.
But for them the Great Director chose another part.

Why is it so?
Enid Eyre Felixstowe
Many of us in Hollesley remember Enid with great affection, along with Clare and the
family. Thank you, Enid for telling us the whole story of Clare and Andrew, and
correcting us in some of the details we gave in our Feature last month. We are always
pleased to see you here, and will remember you and your family when we admire the
beautiful Nativity window in Hollesley Church as shown in December Village Voices
Helen Macleod

www.villagevoices.org.uk
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Hollesley Gardening Club
Keith Burton got this club off the ground, originally with
the hope that the National Allotment Association would
help us to get water laid on for the allotments. That
has not happened yet but we are still working on it.
He has been the chairman since its inception but due
to his other commitments he has had to resign the
post. We would like to record a hearty vote of thanks
for all that he has done. The committee has asked me
to take over until the next elections in October.
Last month we had our first winter meeting when Alison
Looser came from the Suffolk Wildlife Trust to give us an
illustrated talk on its work and answer endless questions. It was a
popular meeting, requiring extra chairs and several new members attended. By the time
you read this we will have had the Wreath Making and be looking forward to the January
meeting. May I remind you that subscriptions are due at that meeting and programmes
will be available. To keep the club afloat with such a small £5 subscription we will be
having a 50p raffle at meetings, along with plants, seedlings, books and magazines, from
your surpluses. Donations for their purchase will also go to swell club funds. We do ask
that anything not sold is taken home again. I hope everyone is enjoying the gardening
tips. If you have done all last month’s tasks you have done well. I must admit to some
still not done. How do you like our new logo? This one will help you to spot us in
Village Voices.
Jane Stearn

Grafting’ by Graeme Proctor of Crown Nurseries.
at the Bowls Club, 7.30pm on January 17th
Grafting is a great skill to acquire and has endless possibilities.
Refeshments as usual
Gardening tips for January
Chit early potatoes by placing tubers in a single layer in a light, cool, frost-free place
Prune wisteria to keep it confined and flowering - cut side shoots back to 2-3 buds
Take root cuttings from dormant perennials like echinacea, japanese anemones, oriental
poppies, phlox and verbascum
Remember to stake newly planted trees
Sweet peas can be sown now: they will germinate at room temperature
Work off some of the Christmas excesses by raking your lawn, remove dead grass and
moss and help drainage by spiking the surface with a fork every 6-12 inches
Keep feeding the garden birds and give them fresh, clean water - they need to bathe to
maintain their feather condition
Lorraine Foster
www.villagevoices.org.uk
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On Monday 3rd December
the Deben Mothers’ Union
held their annual bring
and share Christmas lunch
attended by Monica
Twaits our Diocesan VicePresident as guest of
honour, and three
husbands. I hadn’t realised
what a grand lot of
caterers we had in the
branch! The meal was fit
for a King: varied main courses, cold meat selection, pie and salads, followed by a choice
of sweets and a wonderful cheese board, all washed down with glasses of lemonade and
orange juice.
Prior to the meal we were entertained by members reading some very interesting and at
times amusing passages, in between which we were in fine voice singing carols. We ended
with coffee or tea and a slice of Christmas cake, which Les Andrews had shown us how to
ice and decorate at our November meeting. He made it look so easy, leaving us all very
envious of his skill. Thanks to you Les. To end the year in such a good social event was
very appropriate.
Our next meeting will be 4th February 2013 at 2 pm weather permitting, do come and
visit us and see what we get up to. In the meantime we hope you had a very happy and
peaceful Christmas and have a brilliant new year.

Kay Raffe

Kay Raffe was one of the founder members of the Deben
Mothers’ Union about fifteen years ago. Kay became very
involved in the activities and became the branch secretary, a
position she held for a number of years.
When I became branch leader Kay was my backbone in full
support and advice, for which I am very grateful. She
attended Mothers’ Union Council meetings, the annual
Deanery outing and supported many other meetings, church
services and fund raising events not only for this branch but
also Deanery and Archdeanery events.
She was a very true example of a Mothers’ Union member,
kind, loving, helpful and very supportive in all fields. She is
sorely missed. God bless you Kay, thank you and may the Lord receive you.

Contributed

Pat Fleetwood

Mothers’ Union

Pat Fleetwood 410 409
www.villagevoices.org.uk
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From our Country Kitchen
Candied Citrus Peel
The following recipe has been kindly given to us by
Isobel Lilley from the R D A. It is perfect for January
as it's the best season for citrus fruits. I've always liked
candied fruit and the orange strips are even more
delicious dipped in melted dark chocolate and allowed
to cool on grease proof paper. Just right with an afterdinner coffee.
1. Skin fruit with pith - the thicker the better
2. Soak in cold water - 1 hour - drain.
3. Simmer in fresh water for 15 minutes - drain.
4. Cut into sticks, weigh, add same weight of sugar.
5. Shake, leave overnight with an occasional shake.
6. Next day, cook very gently in saucepan without lid
for 2 hours - stir occasionally.
7. Put on to a grid to drain for 2-3 days to dry off.
8. Roll in caster sugar and store in a jar.
Use any left over thick syrup by adding to other fruit in or on top of a cake.
Pauline Austerfield

Police warning and request
The police have received complaints about parking of vehicles on the road and
pavement causing obstructions around Hollesley Shop at various times of the day.
They warn motorists that if any offences are seen they will be dealt with robustly.
We all realize how difficult it is to park at the moment.
This is a temporary problem,
with so much building work taking place, and we hope the police
will make allowances. We will just have to try to keep congestion to a
minimum and watch out for pedestrians walking into the shop from the
pavements or from their cars.

(The Village Voices Team)
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Greetings from the Mission at Boyton
Dear Lord and Father of mankind
Forgive our foolish ways
Re-clothe us in our rightful mind
In purer lives thy service find
In deeper reverence, praise.
This hymn was my mother’s favourite. I
say, ‘was’ for as I am writing these
words, Eileen is passing from this world
into the promised Everlasting Kingdom
of God. Her Saviour is calling her home,
and as we start the New Year, this hymn,
on reflection, will play a great part in
starting the New Year right.

Drop Thy still dews of quietness
Till all our strivings cease
And take from us the strain and stress
( of living)
And let our ordered lives confess
Thy beauty and thy Peace

Helen Macleod

In simple trust like theirs who heard
The Gracious calling of our Lord
Rise up, and follow Him.

Swans and stillness on Boyton marshes

Our preachers in January are: 6th, John Knights (Ipswich) 13th Steve Dart (Hollesley)
20th Philip Hunt (Woodbridge) 21st Sam Potter (Bury) Services start at 3pm followed by
a fellowship tea and cakes. Transport, if required, can be arranged
Every Blessing to you all in the coming year,
Steve and Lynda Dart 6, Melton Road Hollesley 411876

www.villagevoices.org.uk
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Your Letters – we love to hear from you
Dear Editor,
I would like to say a big thank you to Your
Letters. I wrote to you in May 2011 and
was so disappointed not to have a reply. Lo
and behold, when the November issue
came, to my joy there was a long letter
from Linda Flory. She is the granddaughter
of my old Headmaster John Flory. I must
now try and find John Flory who is the
only child from the second marriage.
He must be about 64 now and living in
Ipswich. It was lovely to hear all about the
Flory family. We all had such fun at
Hollesley School when John was
Headmaster. Happy days!
Jean Garnham (nee Barber) and Fred
Garnham
Dear Editor,
Referring to your article, 'Past Times' about
the Lifeboat Inn at Shingle Street, there are
several anomalies in your article which
must be corrected.
Barnes Wallis had nothing to do with the
destruction of the inn, neither were any
bouncing bomb experiments conducted
there. Yes, it was destroyed by the RAF,
and yes, they were trying out a new type of
bomb, an experimental 250lb chemical
bomb. It was dropped on a Sunday
morning, from a Bristol Blenheim bomber.

and is about the destruction of the hamlet
by troops of the Liverpool Scottish, and
includes names of those who allowed the
hamlet to be trashed. I have a copy of part
of the document – the original is now in a
very poor condition.
The bodies of Germans washed up on the
beach were nothing more than you would
expect, from the sea battles which took
place off Harwich and Felixstowe in the
early part of the war, with e-boats and
planes dropping mines.
Books published are mostly novels by
James Hayward. If you read the chapter
'Shingle Street - Smoke without Fire' in his
book 'Bodies on the Beach' he writes the
correct version of that known. Also I
suggest you look at the DVD 'War Time
Secrets' with Harry Harris, sub title
'Flirting with Hitler and Nazi invasion'. In
this Harry Harris with an expert visits the
National Archives and looks at the file HO
207/175.
I have been researching Shingle Street for
almost six years, and as far as I am
concerned the hamlet holds two secrets (a)
where exactly was Martello Tower 'BB'
built and (b) when was the two-story inn
built? There are tales, but none are
documented.
Alec Burwood

There are no secrets of what happened at
Shingle Street. Nothing happened other
than activities you would expect in war.
The file HO 207/175 on which an embargo
was placed till 2014 was released in 1974,

www.villagevoices.org.uk

Thank you for enlightening us about wartime Shingle Street. There have been so
many tales that it can be hard to separate
fact from fiction! (Editor)
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Home-Start Suffolk Coastal
is coming
We will be working in Ipswich as part of an initial 1year
pilot. Home-Start is a charity providing support to
families for whom life can be difficult. Families we
support must reside in the East Ipswich area or the Suffolk Coastal District, and have at
least 1 child under 5 living at home. Over the past year we have provided support to over
100 families who live in the coastal area, helping out families with twins, triplets, mental
health problems, medical difficulties, bereavement and families who are isolated to name
a few. Support is provided by volunteers who are parents themselves or have some
experience of parenting. One mum said of our support:
I can't begin to tell you what this organisation has done for me and my children. I don't
even know where to start. I just know I wouldn't be the person I am today if I hadn't had
Home-Start in my life.’
Volunteers visit as a professional friend, bringing whatever is needed, a confidential
listening ear, help with entertaining and playing with children, an extra pair of hands and
eyes, and support to help a family through a difficult time.
We are looking to recruit and train up to 30 new volunteers from the Ipswich area.
Volunteers can gain accredited level 1 and 2 training, and ongoing support, training and
supervision.
Our next training course starts in January 18th 2013 and will run once a week over 9
weeks between 9.30-2.30, and the following course will run from the 25th Feb- 1st of
March 9.30-3.00pm.
If you would like to know more about supporting a local family please call 01394
389402, or visit www.home-startsuffolkcoastal.btik.com
All posts are subject to enhanced level CRB and Reference check.
Travel Expenses paid.

www.villagevoices.org.uk
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Boyton Parish Council
Please come to an informal drop-in to share your views on
Village planning and spending for the new year
at the Village Hall on

Saturday 5th January, 11am – Noon OR
Wednesday 9th January from 6pm – 7.15pm
(we will be discussing the budget the same evening: we
hope you might also stay for the Parish Council meeting
starting at 7.30pm).
www.Boyton.OneSuffolk.net

Mothers and Tots group for
children 0-5 years
and their carers
Butley Village Hall, Mill Lane, Butley
10am to 12 noon on Tuesdays in term time
This is a friendly informal group with lots of toys for all ages.
Just turn up for more information or call 0780 482 4117

Crisis at Christmas
Fairtrade raffle
The Fairtrade Hamper was won by someone local and
given to Monica, the ‘Big Issue’ lady in Woodbridge.
Thank you to all who supported this. You raised £63 to
give food, shelter and help to 3 homeless people over
Christmas.
Di Barnard

Bettaprint • Design • Print • Digital
A Family Run Business

w

d b r i d
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l i
m i t e d

Full Colour Design • Brochures • Magazines • Newsletters
Letterheads, etc & General Printed Stationery
Colour/Black & White Digital Services
• FREE Delivery Service with in the local area

01394 386628 • bettaprint@unicombox.co.uk
1 Carlow Mews Church Street WOODBRIDGE Suffolk IP12 1EA
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Telephone: Alderton 01394 411 641 & Orford 01394 450 315
www.thepeninsulapractice.co.uk
DAY

ALDERTON

ORFORD

HOLLESLEY

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

8.30am
8.30am
8.30am
8.30am
8.30am

8.30am
2.00pm
8.30am
8.30am
8.30am

2.00pm to 5.15pm

to
to
to
to
to

2.30pm
2.30pm
6.00pm
6.00pm
6.00pm

to
to
to
to
to

6.00pm
6.00pm
1.00pm
1.00pm
1.00pm

Sutton Village Hall is open every Monday at 5.00-5.30pm. No Appointment needed

Please note when a surgery is closed during the day, your call will be
automatically transferred to the other site without the need to re-dial.

January Newsletter
We would like to wish all of our patients a Happy New Year.
Changes to Orford Opening hours
Orford Surgery will now open at 2pm on a Tuesday and Dr Crockett will be at
Alderton every Tuesday from 1st January 2013.
Sutton Surgery will also close from the 1st April 2013 as in December’s letter.
There is further information regarding this on our website as above.
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Local Contacts
Hollesley Village Hall Bookings

Jo and Ben Harding

Boyton Village Hall Bookings

Kay Lane

410361

Hollesley School

Lynne Wright (Headteacher)

411616

Welcome Club

Marian Collins

411262

Hollesley Womens Institute

Gina Forsyth

411727

Mothers Union

Pat Fleetwood

410409

Hollesley Players

Becs Hudson

410352

Whist Drives

Jill Cocksedge

411108

Hollesley Bowls Club

Roy Winchester

411564

Indoor Bowls

Nigel Smith

411549

Hollesley Badminton Club

Chris Andrews

411126

Junior Soccer

Keith Banthorp

01473 737474

Judo Club

Julie Jolliffe

410483

1st Sutton Brownies

Sonja Patterson

420576

Hollesley Pre-school

Vince Ogilvie

410492

Suffolk Link Bus

Sadie

Hollesley Gardening Club

Sylvia Wade

411526

Hollesley Parish Council

Dennis Driver (Chairman)

411707

Gill Whiffin (Clerk)
Boyton Parish Council

412119 /
07904 363101

0845 604 1802

07780 642512

Richard Jesty (Chairman)

410055

Ray Cooke (Clerk)

411362

Sutton Heath Parish Council

Kate Fradd-Walker (Clerk)

410058

County Councillor

Andrew Reid

07545 423799

District Councillor

Jane Marson

07771 608376

Hollesley Bay Day Centre

Audrey Shelcott

411776

Community Police Officer

PC Andy Warne

01473 613500

Police Community Support Officer

Krista Robertson

Hollesley Commons

Nick Mason

Community Car Service

Janet Gardiner
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