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from the editor
Dear friends
Our cover photo shows Eric and
Nettles pulling the rag and bone cart
for the hugely successful collection
of goods for last month’s fete. The
fete may be over but there are many
more forthcoming events listed in this
month’s Village Voices including Tea in
the Garden at Alderton, a fun dog show
at Butley, Quiz Night at Hollesley
Village hall, Boyton field party and a
Summer Concert at Alderton Church.

Angela Lawrence’s new book, on page
four of this issue.
Our feature this month is on pages
32-34, and has been written by Jenny
Maddock. She recalls her time as a
teacher at Butley Middle school and
her words and pictures may spark
memories for many readers.
We hope you find something to interest you in this month’s Village Voices.

Those of you who prefer to stay at
home with a good book may be interested to read Susan Gowan’s review of

Rob Claxton

Editor Helen Macleod, Colyton,
The Street, Hollesley, IP12 3QU
email editor@villagevoices.org.uk

Diary Debbie Pipe
tel 01394 411976
email diary@villagevoices.org.uk

Advertising Mike Adams
tel 01394 411422
email mja@sandlings.co.uk

Copy deadline for the August issue of
Village Voices is 10th July

Cover Photo: Eric and Nettles pulling the Rag and Bone cart, Mike Adams

World War II Ordnance
As we are out and about, and the children paddle or go crabbing, a possible
risk along our shoreline is washed up
ordnance. Please be aware of this if
visiting the Colony Bay, East Lane or
Shingle Street this Summer.
More remnants of World War II can
be unearthed anywhere – jars of white
phosphorous in water. Whilst the lids
www.villagevoices.org.uk

are on the jars it is perfectly safe but
once the jar is open and exposed to
oxygen this ignites, explodes and spits
fire.
Left behind by the Home Guard, there
may still be some lying around, buried
and still awaiting discovery.
Barry Towler
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Mike Adams

Hollesley Rag and Bone Collection − Saturday 13th of June
Thank you Hollesley

Eric and Nettles at work pulling the Rag and Bone cart

What a turn out, what a great day.
Would you believe the Rag and Bone
collection went so well we had to go
to the Village Hall and empty the cart
twice? We got so many things for the
Fete: lots of toys, stuffed animals,
books, bottles, videos, CDs, DVDs,
bric−a−brac and lots more.
It was really great to see all the people
come out and greet us taking photos of
the horse and cart the response we had
was fantastic. Sorry for disappointing
the people who were waiting for us at
Hollesley School but with having to
go to the Village Hall twice to empty
the cart we were a bit delayed and our
schedule got a bit out of hand.
Many thanks to Bruce, Richard, Sue,
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Val and of course Eric and Nettles the
two magnificent Suffolk Punch Horses
for their help on the day and of course
the people of Hollesley for such a great
turn out.
Harold Steptoe

Book review — Rumour
by Angela Lawrence
You have to wipe away the tears when
you come to the end of this book. It is
based on a true story, set here in Suffolk during the First World War. It is a
nearly forgotten period in our history,
but Angela has succeeded in bringing it
to life in a captivating way: the history,
the heartache and the pain are all here.
www.villagevoices.org.uk

A community becomes caught up in
the war as its young boys, fathers, sons
and husbands go off to fight for their
country. Fed by newspaper reports and
stories getting out of hand, the rumours
begin, with ensuing betrayal, hurt and
anger. William, Alma, Benny and the
Countess almost become alive as you
read on, and you can imagine yourself
with them in the pony and trap, and
having picnics on the cliffs.
I almost felt I was there experiencing
their pain and heartache. Thank you
Angela, for a compelling story written
with such feeling and emotion, about
people and events that actually occurred so long ago. It is a captivating
piece of writing – and a lovely story.
Susan Gowen

www.villagevoices.org.uk
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From tiny acorns…

It was produced from Framlingham
trees felled and processed by Eastern
Counties Mobile Sawmills. The beefiest length of oak is five inches square,
and well over twenty feet long. ‘Two
men might lift it, but we decided on
three!’ I asked Robin what previous
experience he had in this sort of construction. ‘Absolutely none,’ he said,
‘although I was on a Woodland Trust
training course a few years back.’

The workshop nears completion

Robin’s workshop is constructed to a
traditional design using Jowel posts,
Robin Langdon can’t claim to have
and very many tenon joints for which
altered Hollesley’s skyline, but he has
he had to make up a jig. There are no
certainly made a difference to Tower
nails and very few bolts in the frameHill. I met him at the Shepherd and
work, although lapped oak planking
Dog, and we talked about the project
will be nailed to the walls.
that has kept him on the go for months
on end. ‘I design and construct furHe also had to
niture,’ he said,
construct steps to
‘and years ago I
allow work on the
had the idea that
walls and roof.
I could build a
The workshop
workshop in the
sits on foundagarden for that
tions of motor
purpose.’ And
tyres rammed
he has done it −
full of earth, with
almost. You can’t
shingle in the
miss Robin’s new
workshop in his
Robin Langdon, Richard Pipe, Dave Kershaw, Ray workshop centre
to allow drainage.
garden next to
Whiffin and Danny Bethel (inset) take a breather
It will be years
Tower Hill.
before the green oak dries out. He is
‘Working on the workshop is a great
pleased with the results of months
way to meet people: they want to know
of hard work, and thrilled to receive
how it’s coming along, and stop to
praise for his curved wind braces from
chat. It’s a bit like having a dog!’
Rick Lewis, a professional timber
framer. ‘Coming from him, that really
Robin’s timber is massive, heavy oak,
means something,’ said Robin.
and still full of sap. ‘Green timber is
Laurie Forsyth
softer and a lot easier to work,’ he says.
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Rob Claxotn

From Canon Pauline
Stentiford

Flowers at All Saints, Hollesley

W

ith a triumphal fanfare that
heralded the arrival of the Lord
Lieutenant of Suffolk, the singing
of the National Anthem began the
service to consecrate the new sacred
spaces of the Cathedral Church of St
James. An impressive procession of
choir and clergy led bishops Nigel,
Clive and Archbishop Rowan Williams through the congregation to
their seats. If the music and solemnity was anything to go by the service
was going to be one to remember.
Those of us who were privileged to
be present on June 5th were not disappointed. The service celebrated
the gifts of the craftsmen and gave
thanks for the work that had been
completed. It was an occasion where
God was praised in ‘wood and stone,
in word and song, and in heart and
mind’ as we dedicated the spaces and
ourselves in the service of God.
The Archbishop processed to the new
Cloisters, Crypt and Chapel of the
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Transfiguration to bless and consecrate
them, the chapel walls and floor being
sprinkled with holy water and the altar
anointed with oil, before being dressed
with a linen cloth and lighted candles.
Despite criticism, Archbishop Rowan
has the rare gift of being able to tailor
his words to his audience. This was the
case in the morning in his sermon to
the cathedral congregation and again
in the afternoon when he spoke to and
engaged with the clergy and readers
of the Diocese. His relaxed delivery
drawing on material from his time as
a Welsh bishop, theologian and Anglican Primate made it a joy to be there.
The Cathedral in Bury St Edmunds
is well worth a visit. It offers quiet
space for reflection and is a cool place
on a hot summer day, a place to find
peace and refreshment. It is also a
place where we can meet with the risen
Christ.
Pauline

Weekday Services
Wednesday
12pm Sutton

1st Thursday
2.30pm Glebe House, Hollesley, Evensong

3rd Thursday
10.30am Glebe House, Holy Communion

4th Thursday
2pm Mary Warner Homes, Communion

3rd Monday
2.30pm Colyton, Hollesley, Prayer Group
www.villagevoices.org.uk

Church Contacts

Christian Aid Collection
best ever result

Team Rector:
Revd David Murdoch, 01394 450336
Hollesley Churchwardens:
Fred Stentiford, 01394 411469
Joan Butcher, 01394 411689
Boyton Churchwardens:
Malcolm Fleetwood, 01394 410409
Isobel Lilley, 01394 411409
Tower Captain:
Alan McBurnie, 01394 411517

WANTED
Double knitting wool or similar odd
balls, any colour to make up seamen’s
hats. We have been supplying about 800
per year to the Seamen’s Mission at Felixstowe but our wool supplies have finished. Can you help? 410409

£1,378
Thank you so much to everyone who
pulled out all the stops and contributed
in any way to this fantastic result. The
house to house collection in Hollesley
and Boyton raised £1,091.79. Church
collections in Alderton, Bawdsey,
Bromeswell, Hollesley and Ramsholt
added £175.30 and Quizaid in the
Shepherd and Dog added a further
£111.38.
Working with the world’s poorest
communities in 49 countries, Christian
Aid will invest this money in projects
to help people improve their lives. On
their behalf I give you a huge thank
you.
Di Barnard, Co-ordinator

Day

Boyton

Hollesley

Other Places

5th July

11.00 PF
All Age
Service

9.30 DL
Communion

9.30 Alderton, Bromeswell
11.00 Sutton
6.30pm Bawdsey and
Shottisham

9.30 DL
Communion

9.30 Bromeswell
11.00 Bawdsey, Ramsholt
and Shottisham
6.30pm Sutton

12th July

19th July

11.00 DL
9.30 LC
Communion All Age Service

26th July

Ministers:
		

9.30 DL
Communion
DL Canon David Lowe		
LC Lydia Calvesbert (Reader)
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9.30 Bromeswell
11.00 Alderton and Sutton
9.30 Shottisham
11.00 Bawdsey, Bromeswell
and Ramsholt
JA Rev Judith Andrews
PF Pat Fleetwood (Elder)
July 2009 page 

Mothers’ Union Report
June 2009

Unlike last year when the car
park at Bawdsey Village
Hall was a lake and
we were washed out,
this year the Mothers’
Union Coffee Morning
and sale dawned warm
and sunny. Unfortunately
there is so much going on at weekends
now the attendance was relatively disappointing.
Regardless of that there was much
chatter and laughter with the cakes,
eggs and vegetables being snapped up,
the raffle book getting slimmer and
much tea and coffee being drunk. All
helping to raise £118.03 which helps us
to support the Mothers’ Union outreach
work not only in this country but overseas as well.
Thank you to all whom supported us
from near and far, and another big
thank you to our ladies who put so
much effort into the morning.

Bell Tower
Appeal
The prize winning
numbers in the May
200 club draw were
44, 3, 5, 21 with the
winners sharing £200 between them.
The peal which the Hollesley ringers
were attempting to ring on 7th June
to mark Alan McBurnie’s birthday
unfortunately came to grief after about
half an hour’s ringing when there was
a problem with the clapper of the 7th
bell. The clapper was removed from the
bell and it was found that the bush on
the clapper bearing had disintegrated—
understandable after 70 years of wear.
Fortunately and with some difficulty,
the clapper has been re-bushed and was
back in place ready for ringing practice
on Friday 12th June.
Some of the other clappers are showing
signs of wear and tear which is another
job to attend to when the main bearings
are repaired later in the year.
Peter Harper

Our next meeting is at Bawdsey Village
Hall at 1.30 pm on Monday 6th July
when the subject for the meeting is
‘Wave of Prayer’ which ripples round
the world. Everybody is welcome to
visit and join in.
Until then God Bless You All.
Pat Fleetwood
Branch Leader, 410409
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Tea in the Garden
Saturday 11th & Sunday 12th July
2pm−5pm
18 Hollesley Road, Alderton

In aid of St. Elizabeth Hospice
Teas, Coffees & Home-made Cakes
Plants & Fresh Produce
Help with the above items
will be greatly appreciated.
Please call Bev Lambert on
01394 412177 (Eves).

Entrance fee
by donation

Night of the Billy Witch

CUSTOMER FIRST
Your first point of contact
for social care in Suffolk

0808 800 4005 (free*)
Lines open 8am to 6.45pm
Monday to Friday
email: customer.first@socserv.suffolkcc.gov.uk
web: www.suffolk.gov.uk/careandhealth
fax: 01449 723127
PO Box 771, Needham Market, Suffolk IP6 8WB

*All calls free from landlines and most major mobile
phone networks. Please check with your service provider.

the roots of lettuce, raspberry, strawberry and ornamental trees. They also
eat the roots of grass, to the dismay of
lawn lovers and golf course managers
when the characteristic brown patches
occur. The beetle was once prolific
throughout Europe, and in some
years plague-like numbers
caused considerable damage to
agriculture. Almost eradicated
by pesticides at one time, a more
relaxed attitude has allowed
numbers to build.

Something whirred out of the night
and clung to my arm when I was
returning home after a recent Village
Voices meeting. In the
light streaming from the
windows of the Shepherd
and Dog I saw it was a
very chunky beetle. Nick
Mason, who happened to
be on his way into the pub,
took a look. ‘It’s a Billy
Witch,’ he said. Not being
Cockchafer, Looking at Billy on my arm,
from these parts, I had to
alias Billy Witch I have to admit he is a pretty
handsome fellow, with speclook up the name on the Intacularly feathered antennae. He is a
ternet, and discovered that Billy Witch
terrible aviator, however, and blunders
is just one name used in East Anglia
through the dark on mating flights
for the common cockchafer, May bug
until he hits something. As I watch, he
or spang beetle.
stands vertically on my finger, opens
You gardeners will probably be only
his wing cases, unfolds his wings and
whirrs off in search of a female.
too aware of the immature larva of the
Laurie Forsyth
Billy Witch, because chafer grubs eat
www.villagevoices.org.uk
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Skywatching July 2009

The Beauty of Noctilucent Clouds
At our latitude the mid-summer Sun
never dips far below the horizon, even
at midnight. There are several definitions of twilight, for different purposes.
Civil twilight ends when the Sun is
over 6° below the horizon—this is the
definition used for vehicle ‘lighting up
times’. Nautical twilight is the period
during which the Sun is between 6° and
12° below the horizon—sailors could
take sextant readings of the brightest
stars, although today they use GPS.
Astronomical twilight is when the Sun
is 12° to 18° below the horizon; only
when the Sun is more than 18° below
the horizon is the sky dark enough to
see the faintest celestial bodies.
Although we do not achieve truly dark
skies between May and July, there are
still some lovely twilight phenomena to
look for. Noctilucent clouds (Latin for
‘Night Shining Clouds’) are best seen
at this time of year, when they show
their delicate, feathery electric-blue
streamers in the late-evening sky.
These clouds are unusual in several
respects, one of which is their extreme
height. Our everyday clouds occur in
the lowest layers of the atmosphere—
for example rain clouds may be 3–4 km
above the ground, whilst the anvil of a
major thunderstorm includes clouds up
to about 8–10 km above ground. But
noctilucent clouds occur typically at
80–100 km above ground—far above
normal weather systems.
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Late Evening Noctilucent Clouds

Noctilucent clouds are believed to
be made up of very small crystals of
water-ice, although it is difficult to
explain where the water comes from at
this altitude.
It has been suggested that they may
be an indicator of global warming.
Paradoxically, whilst greenhouse gases
cause the lower atmosphere to warm,
they cause the upper atmosphere to
cool. Lower upper atmosphere temperatures increase the incidence of
noctilucent clouds. This suggestion is
consistent with the fact that the earliest recorded observation of noctilucent
clouds was in 1885—not long after the
beginning of the Industrial Revolution,
and the early phases of increased CO2
emissions. (At this time many observers were studying the colourful sunsets
that followed the Krakatoa eruption
of 1883—so any earlier noctilucent
clouds would have been spotted.)
Regardless of the science, these rare
clouds are beautiful to behold. They are
best seen about 1–2 hours after sunset
when the sky is clear. Look towards the
www.villagevoices.org.uk

West or North-West; any normal clouds
will be only dark shadows, but noctilucent clouds are so high that they still
catch the light of the Sun, and gleam
with a luminous, silvery-blue quality in
streaks, bands, streamers and whirls—
quite magical!
Ray Larsen

www.villagevoices.org.uk
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Hollesley WI Midnight Walk
Hollesley WI raised
in the region of £700
from their participation
in this year’s Midnight
Walk. The money will
go to St Elizabeth Hospice.
Rosemary Busby passes
her thanks on to all
those who sponsored
the WI.
Rosemary Busby, Gina Forsyth, Joan Butcher, Sarah
Some of the ‘girls’ from
Barraclough, Shirley Gillard
the shop also took part
in the walk although we
didn’t manage to get hold of a photograph in time for publication! Congratulations
to them and thank you to everyone who supported the intrepid walkers.
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Hollesley School
Our new outside area
It is the 9th June and work is starting on
our fantastic new play area for reception and year 1. We are very happy to
be getting a new area. This play area
is used by younger children for lots
of lessons all through the year. There
will be loads of amazing new things,
including a canopy to play under which
will keep children dry on rainy days
and safe from the sun on hot days.
There will be a new surface on the
ground which will be safe for them to
play on and which will dry quickly so
the younger ones can go outside after it
has been raining. It will be brilliant to
play in whatever the weather!

Mr Mortimer on extra equipment to
make the area really special. We are
very grateful to Mr Mortimer from
Hamilton Smith Estate Agents for
the donations that he has made to the
school. Every year he gives £100 for
each house he has sold in the village.
This year we received £300 and School
Council decided the money should be
spent on equipment for our new area.
Dance and Drama club back at the
New Wolsey Theatre
We hope you receive Village Voices in
time to get your tickets to watch us perform at the New Wolsey Theatre. Our
dance and drama club are working hard
on another performance, yet again, for
the annual youth performance. This
will be the third year running that we
have performed at the theatre; our
first performance was about the slave
trade, then behind the scenes at the big
top, and this year the big challenge is
‘Healthy Bones’. Come and see how
we get on, on Thursday 2nd July. (Tickets are £4 and are available from the
New Wolsey Box Office).
Hollesley Trumpets back at Maverick

The school council talking to the builders

Bethany, one of the younger ones, said
she was very excited about the new
play ground and couldn’t wait to see
it finished. Charlotte also said she was
very happy to be getting a new area
and is looking forward to seeing what
it will be like. The School Council
has decided to spend the money from
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As you might have read in Village
Voices last year, Hollesley trumpets
were excitingly invited to an American
folk music festival called Maverick at
Easton Farm Park last August. Well,
we have been invited to perform again!
This year it is in July and we have
been promised an outdoor stage just
like the professional performers, some
www.villagevoices.org.uk

of whom come from America for the
festival. Georgia said “I am astonished
and thrilled to hear that I will be going
back to Maverick but this time as a performer!!” (She watched her older sister
play last year.) Both of the reporters have experienced the highs, lows
and the nerves as a performer and an
admirer. We are already preparing for
our big performance. We are doing the
same music as the Animal Kingdom
(which was a big success) and a few
extras! And remember readers, we will
be performing on 4th July and tickets
are still on sale. So come and support
your talented local musicians!
School Reporters: Sarah Anderson and
Georgia Donaldson

Quiz night
Hollesley Village Hall
Saturday 18th July 3009
in aid of
Village Hall & WI funds
7 for 7.30pm start
Tickets £5 per person
(teams of up to 6)
including buffet supper
Please provide own drink & glasses
For bookings call Gina Forsyth 01394
411727 or Joan Croome 01394 411348
Please let them know before 15th July for
catering purposes

The Quiz Setter & Master will be
Keith Churchyard

Fun Dog Show

at Butley Flower Show
Sunday 19th July 3pm
at Butley Village Hall
Does your dog have talent?
Can he/she sit and smile?
Come along to Butley Flower Show on
Sunday 19th July. The Flower Show starts at
2pm with the dog show kicking off at 3pm.
Varied classes to suit all ages, shapes and
sizes – some are even suitable for dogs!
£1 per class payable on the day
Prizes and rosettes for winners
It really is a FUN dog show
perfect for everyone and every dog
Come and try your luck
Further enquiries please
call Susie 01394 450042
www.villagevoices.org.uk
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Diary—Ju
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

To have your event listed here,
please contact
Debbie Pipe on 01394 411976
or
email diary@villagevoices.org.uk
Mothers’ Union
6 Welcome Club, 2pm
1.30pm, Bawdsey Village
Hall
Mobile Library
Yoga, 7.30pm

Badminton, 8-10pm
Hollesley Youth Club
7.30-9pm

Thurs

1 Parent & Tod

Group, 1-3pm
Hollesley Sch
Judo Club

7 Badminton, 8-10pm

8 Parent & Tod

Group, 1-3pm
Hollesley Youth Club
Barbeque (last meeting
before holidays)

Hollesley Pa
Council Mee
7.30pm
Judo Club

Yoga, 7.30pm

13 Womens Institute

14 Badminton, 8-10pm 15 Judo Club

No Meeting
Oak Hill & Hollesley
Social Club Bingo
7.30 for 8pm

School Holidays
Yoga, 7.30pm

Yoga, 7.30pm

Hollesley Bay Day
Centre

20 Welcome Club, 2pm 21 Badminton, 8-10pm 22 Judo Club
Mobile Library

27 Hollesley Bay Day
Centre

Oak Hill & Hollesley
Social Club Bingo
7.30 for 8pm
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Parent & Tod
1-3pm

28 Badminton, 8-10pm 29 Mobile Polic

Station, 8.30
Shepherd &
Park

www.villagevoices.org.uk

uly 2009

rsday

Friday

Saturday

ddler
m
hool

2 Oak Hill & Hollesley

3 Bromeswell Fete

ddler
m

9 Oak Hill & Hollesley 10

Sunday
4 Table Tennis, Boyton 5

2-4pm

Social Club, 9pm
Paul’s Karaoke

3-5pm

11

12

Social Club Live Music

arish
eting

Copy date August
Village Voices

16 Oak Hill & Hollesley 17 Summer Concert

ddler Group

18 Butley Flower Show 19

7.30pm in aid of Riding
for the Disabled, Hollesley
Group (see p. 28)

Social Club Paul’s
Karaoke

2pm Butley Village Hall

Hollesley Village Hall Quiz
with buffet supper
7 for 7.30pm Tickets £5
(see p. 17)

23 Oak Hill & Hollesley 24
Social Club Open Darts
Tournament

ce
30
0-9.45am
& Dog Car

www.villagevoices.org.uk

25 Charity Quiz at

26

Shepherd & Dog Pub
Hollesley, 8pm

31
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Are we mad ?!

Family Carers GP Surgeries
We can now offer Family Carers a
fortnightly afternoon ‘surgery’ just
for them at Alderton GP surgery on
alternate Friday mornings, 10 am till 1
pm. If you wish to come along and are
registered at the surgery, please ring
the receptionist at the practice to book
an appointment and ask them to tag
you as a carer so that provision in your
area improves.

th

On 7 June me, my mum, Carol and
Sarah went to Chantry Park for a race
for life for cancer research. It was three
miles long and there were 2500 people
doing it. We were not organised and
didn’t prepare for rain! You can probably guess that it did rain. It rained
hard all the way through the race until
the end. As soon as we finished of
course the sun came out! By the end
we looked like four drenched rats!
Me and Sarah skipped most of it (for
fun) and went through the line together
49.30 since we started. My mum and
Carol came through about eight minutes later looking like they had just
been swimming !

• Time to off-load issues concerning
your caring role
• Information and access to support in your area
• Information on how to access these services
• Help to get a break from your caring role
• Look at funding available
• Signpost to other organisations that can help
• Support you claim benefits
• Provide information on events and activities,
support groups and complimentary therapies
• Education and Training Opportunities
• Inform you of social events

Remember you don’t have to be claiming carer’s benefits to be a carer. If your
day is restricted because of the support you provide, without payment, to
someone else who is frail, ill, or who
has a physical or learning disability or
mental health problem, then YOU are a
Family Carer.

Altogether despite the rain we had a
great day and raised an amazing £175!
But we would not have been able to
raise this without you sponsoring
us. So thank you very much and the
money will be sent off soon.

You don’t have to do it alone—our
services are FREE. Find out how
Suffolk Family
Carers can
help you with

Natalie Whitney

information and
support.
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Your Letters -

keep writing , we love to hear your views and stories

tect this area of Special Scientific Interest and Outstanding Natural Beauty.
Alexandra Williams and Catherine
Lindsay-Davies

Dear Editor

View across Shingle Street

Dear Editor
Shingle Street is, understandably, a
popular place for dog-walkers and
problems with dogs used to be rare.
Unfortunately, there were several incidents in one week alone in June which
highlight the need for dog owners to
keep their dogs under control and,
preferably, on leads. Nesting swans
were harassed, hares and the dairy herd
at the back of Shingle Street chased
and a jogger attacked. There is also a
problem with dog mess which owners
fail to clean up despite there being dog
litter bins at either end of the street.
Visitors might not realise that much
of the land at Shingle Street (including parts of the beach and coast path
and the heathland beside the road) is
privately owned. We welcome visitors
to Shingle Street but would politely
remind them to act considerately and to
remember their obligation to help prowww.villagevoices.org.uk

Although I agree with Mr Dawson
regarding bonfires, he must remember
living in the country quite a few of us
are old country boys and we live for
our gardens and allotments, once in a
while we may have to have a small fire.
I, for one, live on four acres of shrub
orchard adjacent to the estate and what
with the rubbish thrown over my fence
and wood from fallen and dead trees,
I get my fair share, but when I have a
bonfire it’s always on a Saturday morning when the School is closed and if
the wind is blowing towards Shingle
Street then the only home to suffer is
mine.
If it’s any comfort to him if his home
was down by mine he would be
smoked out four times a week during
the busy period, but there I’m just an
old country boy and remind some holders that over 80% of their rubbish can
be dug in or go on a compost heap.
P Bingham
Long Acres
Hollesley
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Sutton Heath Football Tournament 2009
Nigel Bingham
On Sunday 17th May Sutton Heath
Football Club held a 5 a-side tournament at Hollesley Recreation Ground.
We had three age groups, Under 10s,
12s and 14s.
Saturday was spent in preparation
marking out six pitches, erecting goals
and tents and getting ready for the barbecue we were preparing for lunch.
Sunday came and we were all hoping
the weather would stay fine despite
some dodgy forecasts! All the teams
arrived and registered in order for the
games to kick off at 10.30. Everything
ran smoothly with all ninety nine
games kicking off on time thanks to all
our volunteer referees.
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There was some really great football
played with some of the semi-finals
going into extra time and one even ending in penalties for some last minute
excitement. We were unfortunate to
encounter one heavy downpour in the
morning but luckily the sun came out
and dried everyone off for the afternoon.
The final winners were: Under 10s
Kesgrave A, Under 12s Saxmundham
A and Under 14s Wickham Market A.
Our thanks go the sponsors, Clair
Orton Salon PR, Mr R. Kember and
A.W. Polley Carpentry and also to John
Hardwick of Poplar Park for allowing
us to use their field for parking.
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Bawdsey Boathouse Café
‘Is the Boathouse Café open yet?’ The
months between October and the end
of February stretch interminably in
the cold grey days of winter. We walk
quite a lot, in all seasons, and anything
that brightens up a dark day is very
welcome indeed. The Boathouse Café
at Bawdsey Ferry meets our needs in
every way. We celebrate when the café
emerges from hibernation in March –
usually with wonderful cappuccino, tea
and buttery scones out on the balcony
overlooking the wind lashed Deben.

café was refurbished and opened early
in 2007. ‘Originally, the building was
the RAF sailing club,’ she says, ‘but
during the time of the Quilter family it
was the coal yard for the estate. Barges
delivered coal to the quay.’
Bawdsey runs deep in Diane’s family. Her parents live in the village, her
father and grandfather both worked at
the manor, and her sister and her family returned to Bawdsey several years
ago. ‘I live in Melton at the moment,’
she says, ‘but I expect I’ll end up back
here some day.’
Vital raw ingredients for the café menu
are sourced locally. Salad
and fruit from the manor
kitchen garden, bread from
The Cake Shop in Woodbridge, ham from Five
Winds Farm, smoked fish
and prawns from Spring
Tide Fisheries and fresh
Felixstowe Ferry crab and
lobsters if available.
‘Our cakes are home-made,
and the scones are baked
fresh every day’, continues
Diane. ‘And now that it’s summer we
are doing salads as well.’

On the balcony at the Boathouse Café

In summer we do the same, but then we
also drink in the pleasures of watching
toddlers paddling and making sandcastles in the sun on the little beach
a stone’s throw from the café, whilst
dinghies and yachts scud towards the
sea in the surging Deben tide race. Diane Clouting runs the Boathouse café,
which she rents from Bawdsey Manor
estate: this is her third season since the
www.villagevoices.org.uk

So there you have it: an attractive café,
a stunning location and simple, homemade food at fair prices using the best
local produce. The Boathouse Café is a
great local asset. Have you tried it?
Laurie Forsyth
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Boyton Field Party
Hog Roast and Riverside Drums
Sunday 25th July 7pm
follow signs on the night
£7 or £20 family (2 adults + children)

Bring own drinks
To book: 01394 411409, 410333
In aid of church building appeal

Village Voices
Subscriptions
Hollesley Village Hall
Lovely modern, well heated venue
Attractive kitchen and bar area,
staging and an excellent dance floor.
Meeting rooms available
Very reasonable hiring charges
For bookings and quotes contact:
Christine Gillespie 01394 411562
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Do you know someone who would like to
receive Village Voices?
Subscriptions are available at a cost of
£10 for 12 issues including postage within
the UK. Rates for overseas are considered
individually.
Please send the recipient’s name, address
and telephone number together with a
cheque for £10 payable to Boyton PCC to

Debbie Pipe, 4 Mallard Way,
Hollesley, Suffolk, IP12 3QJ

www.villagevoices.org.uk

Heath Fires

We are surrounded by outstanding
natural beauty. The heathland could
easily be at risk in hot, dry weather
with things such as cigarette ends or
barbecues. The Fire Service gives the
following advice on fire safety in the
countryside:
• Extinguish cigarettes and other smoking materials correctly. Never throw
cigarette ends out of car windows.
• Do not leave bottles or glass in woodlands as the sun shining through glass
can start large fires. Take them home or
put them in a waste or recycling bin.

The Forestry Commission posts current
fire risk information on their website,
so if you are planning a trip anywhere
open, why not check it out before you
go. A fire in the countryside can cause
many thousands of pounds worth of
damage and kill hundreds of wild
animals and birds. Many such fires are
caused by the carelessness of people
using the countryside, or by children
deliberately starting fires. Ten seconds
of carelessness can cause fires that take
ten hours to put out and ten years to
regrow. Those living close to heathland
would be wise to think about cutting
back any gorse that surrounds their
property. These are quite oily plants
and are quick to catch fire. Have fun
this summer, be safe and be careful!
Barry Towler

• Only use barbecues at specially designated sites and never leave them
unattended. Keep young children and
ball games away from barbecues.
• Ensure your barbecue is fully extinguished
and cold before disposal and never
discard used coals anywhere except in
bins designed specially for the purpose.
• Avoid using open fires in the countryside.
• If you see a fire in the countryside report
it and leave the area immediately. Give a
map reference if possible, otherwise give
a landmark such as a farm or pub to help
locate the fire. Sometimes, controlled fires
are used to manage vegetation, particularly on heaths and moors between October and early April, so please check that a
fire is not supervised before calling 999.
• Do not attempt to tackle fires that cannot be put out with a bucket of water.

www.villagevoices.org.uk
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Local Walks
Butley, Staverton and Chillesford circular

Map OS Explorer 212

Distance approx 6.5 miles
Time taken 2.5–3 hours

1. Start from Butley Village Hall. Turn
right out of the gate and walk down
the lane to the B1084. Turn left on this
road and walk past the ‘Oyster’ Inn.
Continue walking till you come to a
signpost indicating a footpath off to the
right (about a third of a mile).
2. Take this footpath into the woodland.
Follow the path to a footpath sign.
Cross the grassy track here and carry
on to the next footpath sign. Continue
on the grassy path through the trees,
bearing right as the path joins a track
along the fringe of Staverton Park.
Some of the gnarled oaks you pass here
are thought to be at least 800 years old.
3. Stay on the sandy track leading
downhill to a lake on your left. We saw
mute swan, greylag and several other
wildfowl here. Continue to a T-junction
of footpaths by a telegraph pole and
bear round to the right on the track.
4. When this track turns left at a
footpath sign, go straight on, passing
through a farm yard to another footpath
sign. Turn left here onto a tarmac lane,
and after 100 yards take the footpath
signposted off to the right (part of the
Sandlings Walk) opposite some relics
of steam-age agriculture.
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5. Cross the field to a belt of pine trees.
At the footpath sign here, carry straight
on to the next field boundary, and then
continue straight on along a farm track
between hedges. Follow the arrows on
the next two footpath signs, turning left
for a few yards and then right between
the water tower and a large pond. We
saw shelduck and mallard here, as well
as a pair of herons.
6. With the fence round the old Bentwaters air base on your left, turn left
off the track onto a grassy path heading
towards Wantisden Church, isolated in
the fields. Pass the Church and continue to a footpath sign. Bear right here,
staying on the tarmac track, and walk
down a gentle slope to the lane.
7. Turn right down the lane. After Dale
Farm, take the signposted footpath
to the left. Follow the path downhill
across the field and pass a belt of trees
then follow the fence on your right
along the track. Continue straight on
along the next field boundary to a Sandlings Walk sign at the corner.
8. Go straight on here through the
woodland, then continue along the
hedge to a footpath sign. Go straight
on again, onto the ‘Pedlar’s Lane’, a
sand/gravel track leading down to the
village of Chillesford.
9. When you reach the road, bear right
to cross over and take Mill Lane, part
of the Suffolk Coast & Heaths Path, to
Butley Mills, now a complex of artists’
studios. Opposite the buildings if you
www.villagevoices.org.uk

climb the verge, you will see some of
their handiwork along the creek.
10. Stay on the lane past the mill pond,
and carry on all the way back to the
Village Hall. Just before reaching it,

you will pass the Barn Café and Pottery – opening times vary according to
the time of year: phone 01394 450800.

Val Dudley and Pauline Austerﬁeld

Swine Flu
You will have had your information
leaflet about Swine Flu, which is now
pandemic. If you care for someone
then you may need to consider how
this, or any other illness, may affect you. If you provide a regular and
substantial amount of care or support
www.villagevoices.org.uk

for someone, talk to Customer First on
08456 023023 about having a carer’s
assessment. This will identify your
needs as a carer and is an opportunity
to talk about planning for emergency
situations.
Barry Towler
Emergency Planning Co-ordinator
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Pauline Austerfield
However careful you are there is always
a time when there is a glut of lettuce.
They will keep for days if immediately
after picking you plunge them into cold
water for 15 minutes, drain and then
put in the fridge in a sealed plastic bag.
I have been trying recipes for lettuce
soup, some of them more successful
than others. The following recipe has
a fresh summer flavour and a beautiful
green colour. It also works
well as a chilled
soup.
lettuCe souP For 2
1 small onion, finely chopped
1 tbls olive oil
4 oz green lettuce, washed and roughly chopped
2 oz young peas
2 sprigs of mint, stem removed, leaves finely
chopped
½ pint vegetable stock
½ cup milk
Chopped chives and cream to garnish

A Summer Concert
in aid of

Riding for the Disabled Hollesley Group
Reg. Charity No. 1127627

on

Saturday 18th July at 7.30pm
at

Alderton Church
Alderton, nr Woodbridge
Jane Highfield - Soprano
John Gibbins - Baritone
Nigel Foster - Piano
Jo Simmonds - Classical Guitar

An exciting mix of music and song
Traditional folk songs,
opera and songs from the shows
Music ranging from Mozart to Andrew Lloyd Webber

Tickets £15 (unreserved)
to include Pimms or soft drink
Tel: Carolyn 01394 388728 or Rosie 01394 411490
or Browsers Bookshop, Woodbridge

Gently heat the olive oil in a good
sized pan and soften the onion, taking care not to let it brown. Add the
chopped lettuce and mint, briefly stir
until wilted and then add the stock and
the peas. Bring to the boil, cook for
a minute and take off the heat. Cool
slightly and then blitz in a liquidiser
until smooth. Check seasoning.
Return to the pan, add the milk and reheat. Garnish with chopped chives and
a spoonful of cream. You can always
freeze this for future use.
July 2009 page 2
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Butterflies And Moths
Painted Ladies

Large Red-belted Clearwing
There is a group of moths called Clearwings, because they have see-through
wings! They are often very difficult to
see.
Matthew Deans

Laurie Forsyth

Few cannot have been aware of the
massive influx of Painted Lady butterflies that hit us towards the end of May.
These butterflies are migrants and they
come from Africa—the Atlas Mountains to be precise.

you count? On the whole the ones here
passed through with only a few staying.
Apparently they may well breed here
in Britain and then we may see the next
generation migrating back south. Good
luck to them!

Painted Lady butterfly

Most years we get them in some numbers but some years there are few.
What happened this year was that there
were extra rains in the Atlas which
meant a great increase in the larval
food plant and then this massive emergence of adult butterflies.
They were noted passing through Spain
in great numbers and then France and
latterly Britain. Some observers on the
coast have mentioned groups of thousands passing along. There were certainly good numbers at Shingle Street
and in Hollesley. They spread north
and each day more northerly observers were seeing them. How many did
www.villagevoices.org.uk

Large Red-belted Clearwing

The population of Large Red-belted
Clearwings has increased recently
around Hollesley because of the birch
that has been cut as part of the management on the Heath. The larvae feed in
the birch stumps (they would normally
be found on damaged trees) and their
cases can be seen when they emerge.
They have been causing some excitement amongst local mothers (not muvvers!) and other entomologists. You
need warm sunny days with little wind
to see them.
Nick Mason
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Hollesley Youth Club
Something for Year 6’s to look forward to

This year lots of exciting events have
been happening at Youth Club. Whether
it’s rock climbing or boules we always
have a great time. This is the one thing
the present year 6’s should be looking
forward to, except for going to Farlingaye (obviously!).
Recently it has been extremely nerve
racking for people that go to youth club
as Vanessa our previous chair decided
to stand down. Luckily Diane Coates
stepped in for us after two minutes of
silence with no hands being raised to
take over the job. We were thrilled!
Hopefully more kids from year 7+ will
join and have a brilliant time just like
we have had.
From all the Year 7’s—
		
An invitation to Year 6’s

All current Year 6 children are invited
to join the youth club for their end of
term barbecue:
Date: Wednesday 8th July
Time: 7.30–9.00pm
Place: Hollesley Village Hall
Please come along and find out about
youth club and the activities you can
get involved in. Your parents can also
come along and meet members of the
committee.
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We would be grateful if we could know
numbers in advance so please ring
Diane (411091) if you are coming.
NB There will be no youth club
on 15th July as it is activities week
at Farlingaye. Youth club will
recommence on 9th September.

The Hollesley Stench – again!
Hollesley residents waiting for the bus
on Duck Corner narrowly missed being sprayed with foul-smelling sewage
water as traffic drove by on Wednesday
27th May. For the third time in the last
year, the excrement was bubbling up
from the man-hole between Duck Corner and Moorlands, tracking its way
into Gorselands and running all the
way down to The Street into 2 drains
outside Colyton.
Jenny Friend alerted Anglian Water
who very quickly came, attended to
the drain and resolved the problem that
had started 10.30pm on Tuesday 26th.
The following day they came out again
and washed down the road. The trouble
is thought to come from Sutton Heath
and could occur again.
If you see overflowing drains at any
time, please contact AWA immediately
on 08457 145145 (24 hour service).

Jenny Friend and Helen Macleod
www.villagevoices.org.uk
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Butley Middle School
Jenny Maddock tells the story of the
happy years she spent at the school
where there were a succession of new
initiatives in education.
In 1974 I was teaching at Hollesley Primary School when we were visited by
various people from County Hall who
told us that the way forward for Education was the Middle School System and
explained how this would be achieved.
Despite reluctance from many of the
Junior school staff and parents, in September 1975 I found myself in Butley
Middle School working as the Second
Year Tutor and responsible for the
school curriculum for Girls PE, French
and Religious Education.

Amanda Gowan at Le Touquet

Malcolm Shoote was the new Head,
having taken over from Les Bolton
in 1974. We started with the children
of the first three years, having moved
up from various Primary Schools and
the fourth year pupils being those
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who would have been at the Modern
School for one year staying on. It was
a strange mixture on which to build a
new identity but it was also exciting to
be creating a brand new way of working together. Out went the high coat
pegs, the working flat for domestic science, the largest sports equipment, and
in came little pegs, small tables and a
new wall splitting off the dining area
from the hall. Soon we forgot we were
a new school and settled down to the
Middle School way of working.
In tandem with Kingston Middle
School (now also demolished) we
flourished in our wonderful environment. We had acres of playing fields,
spacious classrooms and children at
their most inquisitive and cooperative
age. It was a really charmed time to be
a teacher and I have so many special
moments to recall.
Many of my memories were connected
with the annual trips to the northern
coast of France. A few children had
never even been to Ipswich so it was
hard to imagine how they felt being
whisked off to foreign parts. I know
how memorable it was for some of you
as it so often crops up in conversations
in the village! I am even now discovering some of the things that happened
while we were blissfully thinking you
were being so good. All that on top of
the things we did know about! There
were several walks along the river from
Hollesley to Butley when we had the
Suffolk marshes to ourselves. There
were quite magnificent Drama producwww.villagevoices.org.uk

Butley Middle School Staff 1983

tions with the Art Departments expertise and Jill Gathercole’s music input.
Is there a man out there brave enough
to admit that I persuaded him to be a
masculine angel in the Nativity play?
The Angelic Choir was an absolute
hit in their silver Roman Soldier-type
outfits and I was so proud of them,
especially as Mr. Shoote had bet me
that I’d never get them to turn up on the
night!

ing dropped stitches! Half a term later I
proudly sent thirteen beautifully made
blankets to Oxfam. One class was
so keen to win the prize for prettiest
blanket they had made two. Every child
and teacher in the school contributed
at least one square. Not so long after
that the school was rocked by the sad
Last school sports day.
Howard Stanley, with the
winning house cup

I wonder how many Hollesley people
remember the knitted-square blankets
we made for Oxfam. One morning
assembly every pupil who could taught
someone else to knit. I vividly remember Michael Cavanagh and his 13 year
old boys sitting in little rings with
furrowed brows in concentration as the
girls flitted from place to place catch-
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news that Michael had suddenly died
and we realised in our common grief
what a unit we had become. One of the
County Art Advisors said to me later
that he thought Mike had been the best
art teacher in the County. How glad I
am that I had the privilege of working
with him.
We continued with enthusiasm to embrace each new idea that was promulgated by the managers in the world of
education. We worked in sets, in mixed
ability, in subjects, in topics, small
groups, large groups: it didn’t matter;
staff and children were happy and cooperative and we got on with it, enjoying the opportunity to try new ways of
working in our isolated spot.
Sadly the final months at Butley Middle School were not so happy. The
same County officers had been to
visit us to explain that Middle Schools
would be closed to make way for a better two-tier system and a much bigger
new High School. Many people questioned the proof of such a statement but
the inevitable happened. We found our
staff looking for new opportunities

and fields, our Head was moved, our
numbers declined and we finally closed
with little more than a whimper in July
1987.
I, and many others feel privileged to
have been part of the great experiment
that was Butley Middle School. Our
pupils have gone on to be high fliers in
many fields; academics, doctors, nurses, teachers, professional musicians
and creators of flourishing businesses.
But perhaps the thing that brings me
greatest pleasure as an ex-teacher is the
day-to-day contact I have with parents
of the new generation of school children. They are the people at the school
gate or in the shop, going about their
ordinary business and reminiscing happily about their days at Butley. Many
of you say that, like me, you have shed
a quiet tear as you look at the empty
space that once was a vibrant and happy school. I was part of Butley Middle
School for its entire life and I doubt
if there is one councillor or Education
Officer who will ever understand what
was demolished along with the building at Butley.

Closing down! The last half hour at Butley
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In May Hollesley Judo Club were
officially presented with their Bronze
Clubmark Award by British Judo Association Chairman, Densign White. The
presentation took place at an Inter-Club
Competition at their club in Tunstall.
Over 70 players competed, ages ranging from 5yrs to don’t ask! A fantastic
day was had by all and the medals were
presented by Densign who commented
on the brilliant Judo taking place and
the friendly atmosphere in the club.
There was also a bouncy castle, Gladiators challenge and Sumo wrestling,
which even the coaches couldn’t resist
a go at!

seconds! Spirit of Judo went to Dudley
Cartwright-Jones and Judo player of
the Day went to Sam Cooper.
Hollesley Judo Club meets every
Thursday at Tunstall Community Centre from 6.30pm and we run beginners
courses for all ages, if you are interested come and visit us or get more
details at www.hollesleyjudo.org.uk.
Julie Jolliffe
Julie Jolliffe

Hollesley Judo

The fastest throw of the day was
awarded to Ryan Davison in a superb 6
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