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July diary

Regular events

Mondays Yoga, 7.30pm, Hollesley Village Hall Elly Lloyd 412053

Mothers’ Union, 1.30pm, Bawdsey Village Hall Pat Fleetwood 410409

Tuesdays Welcome Club, 2pm Marian Collins 411262

Hollesley Bay Day Centre Audrey Shelcott 411776

Mobile Library – 6th and 20th July

Wednesdays Badminton, 8pm Chris Andrews 411126

Thursdays Judo Club Julie Jolliffe 410483

Parent & Toddler Group Kerry Simoes 411603

Mobile Police Station, 8.45–9.45am

Womens’ Institute, 7.30pm Gina Forsyth 411727

Sundays Sunday Shape Up, 10–11am, Hollesley Village 
Hall

Dates for your diary

Saturday July 3rd Coffee morning, Boyton Village Hall, 10.30am

Boyton Beachwatch survey, meet 3pm Boyton Villlage Hall

Saturday July 10th Copy deadline August Village Voices

Sunday July 11th Strawberries and wine evening, 6pm, Sandling House

Saturday July 17th WI Coffee Morning, 10am–1pm, Wesley Cottage, The Street,
Hollesley

Riding for the Disabled Fun Day, 11am–4pm, Pettistree Hall Farm

Sunday July 18th Summer Concert, 3pm,  Hollesley Church

Butley Flower Show

Woodbridge Regatta

Sunday July 25th Charity Pub Quiz, Shepherd & Dog, 8pm

To have your event listed here, please contact
Debbie Pipe on 01394 411976 or email diary@villagevoices.org.uk
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from the editor
Dear friends

In this month’s feature, Laurie Forsyth 
tells us about the history of the Orford 
Ness lighthouse and its possible future 
demise, due to the action of the tide 
(see page 8).

Rachel Huws writes about the Pre-
School on page 36, and includes some 
pictures showing their wonderful 
facility. Perhaps you would like to 
volunteer to join their committee.

The children at Hollesley School tell 
us about their trip to Visit Coco, the 
Exmoor Pony who lives on Sutton 
Heath and whose name they chose 
earlier this year. Tom Anderson updates 
us on his progress in raising funds 
towards the World Scount Jamboree 
on page 25. He is still available to 
undertake odd jobs such as lawn 
mowing, gardening and car washing 
for a small donation.

Hollesley’s adults have also been busy, 
you can read about the recent events 

attended by the WI on page 5, and 
about the forthcoming appearance of 
Rachel Pipe and Di and Tony Barnard 
in an Eastern Angles production at 
Rendlesham (see page 33).

There are a number of events 
taking place this month including a 
strawberries and wine evening on July 
11th in aid of Hollesley Church Tower 
appeal, a coffee morning on 17th July in 
aid of the EACH Treehouse appeal and 
there is a Summer Concert in Hollesley 
Church on the afternoon of 18th July.

By the time you read this, the Hollesley 
Fete will be over for another year, 
we went to print too early to include 
any reports on this year’s events, 
but I suspect next month’s editor, 
Cheryl Gray, may be including some 
information in her edition.

Rob Claxton

Editor Helen Macleod, Colyton,
The Street, Hollesley, IP12 3QU
email editor@villagevoices.org.uk

Advertising Mike Adams
tel 01394 411422
email mja@sandlings.co.uk

Diary Debbie Pipe
tel 01394 411976
email diary@villagevoices.org.uk

Copy deadline for the August issue of 
Village Voices is 10th July.

Cover Photo: Orford Ness Lighthouse, Laurie Forsyth
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The Suffolk Punch Trust has had a 
successful month with people near 
and far coming to visit our fabulous 
facilities. We are delighted that our 
opening times from the 1st July will be 
10am until 4pm – seven days a week 

Our Coffee Shop remains open for 
the general public to meet friends and 
families and enjoy morning coffee, 
light lunches and cream teas without 
incurring a visiting charge.

Our two foals continue to thrive 
and have thoroughly enjoyed all the 
attention they demand!

We had a successful Suffolk Show 
winning numerous prizes and 
specifically Besthorpe Achilles 
winning Supreme Champion and the 

Turn Outs looking fantastic in the 
main ring! We are all very proud of 
our achievements – this is down to the 
dedicated and hardworking staff.

We are thrilled that a heifer calf has 
been born today to our Red Poll 
Cow. A competition to name her has 
commenced. We need a name suitable 
for a girl beginning with the letter A. 
Please apply at Reception.

If anyone has a spare half day and 
would like to volunteer to help during 
the summer we would love to hear from 
you. Please email sptfundraising@
tiscali.co.uk or ring 01394 411327 for 
further information. Our website for 
up-to-date information is
www.suffolkpunchtrust.org.

Caroline Donsworth

The Suffolk Punch Trust
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put in to submit entries to the Suffolk 
Show. Good marks were received for 
all five classes on a theme of dancing. 
The exhibits are to be on show at a 
future meeting. 

We have had another walk, followed 
by lunch at the Shepherd and Dog, 
and have started a book of members’ 
comments on their gastronomic 
experiences which we hope will help 
Chris and Carol, the new owners.

Following the demise of the youth club 
it has been suggested that we might 
change our monthly meetings from a 
Thursday to a Wednesday night. This to 
be decided at a future date.

Apologies to Margaret Gilbert for 
getting her address wrong in last 
month’s report. Wesley Cottage, The 
Street, is where she is kindly hosting 
the coffee morning on 17th July in aid 
of the Treehouse Appeal. 

Julie Kitson

Hollesley WI 

A pleasant meal in an idyllic setting 
made a welcome change for Hollesley 
WI when members gathered for their 
May meeting in the Ramsholt Arms.

Almost a full complement of members 
took over the dining room and 
enjoyed a three-course meal while 
still managing to conduct the usual 
business. President, Rosemary Busby, 
must be congratulated for arranging 
the evening and maintaining order 
throughout.

Among the items on the agenda was 
an invitation to Shottisham WI’s open 
meeting when the speaker was to be a 
police forensic scientist, a coach trip to 
Norwich to see ‘Calendar Girls’ and a 
visit to Aldeburgh Theatre.

Congratulations were offered to Gina 
Forsyth and Pam Charity for their 
success in the darts pairs tournament 
as reported in last month’s ‘Voices’ 
and a suggestion that Hollesley should 
purchase a shield for this event was 
carried unanimously. The shield, 
with Hollesley as the first name to be 
engraved on it, would be donated to 
Suffolk East Federation for the future.
The five members who took part in the 
8 mile sponsored midnight walk in aid 
of the St Elizabeth Hospice, completed 
the course in 2.5 hours and have raised 
the magnificent total of £650.  

Our craft section deserves to be 
congratulated for all the hard work 

The Barbershop Quartet R2G2 performing at 
the village hall WI evening on 10th June
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Thanks to longstanding residents Jenny 
Friend, Joan Bingham and Ena Em-
mens we have been able to identify a 
number of those taking part in ‘Beating 
the Bounds’ in 1966 (see page 13 of 
the June issue of Village Voices).

At the front from left to right: Dr 
Colin Shannon (with his back to the cam-
era), Harold Osborne (in a cap), Cedric 
Prue (wearing a beret),  Victor Middleditch 
(wielding a spade), next man in dark 
clothes–?, Roy Collins (bending down with 
cigarette), Taffy Thomas and his two chil-
dren (just behind Roy Collins) and George 
Middleditch (extreme right).

Past times in June – who were they?

Middle distance centre: Gladys Rozzier 
(in a skirt),  Albert Foreman (wearing a 
trilby).  

Middle distance right: Claude Marshall 
(wearing a mac).

At the back in front of the group of 
pine trees: Bobby Pottle, Reg Baker and 
Willy King.

Were you one of the children in the 
photo? Contact the Editor at Village 
Voices and let us know.

Helen Macleod 
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More Poplar Images

The gates in last month’s past times were the Poplar Gates leading to Poplar 
House opposite Moorlands near the village sign. The pictures below show the 
Farmhouse and the Empire Day celebrations that used to be held there.

15th September 1910

An Empire Day 
celebration picture 
from the 1920s

Poplar Farm, Hollesley
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Our coast is dangerous. In your 
last Village Voices we included the 
Coastguard Tragedy poem by W S 
Montgomery, and illustrated it with 
a drawing of the running aground of 
the Billy Boy Percy at Shingle Street. 
On this page we have reproduced a 
wonderful artist’s impression of the 
wreck of the Princess Augusta at 
Southwold in 1838. They are reminders 
of how dangerous our ‘soft’ coast 
actually is during dirty weather, and 
also of the astonishing volume of 
shipping that once sailed close inshore 
to the Suffolk coast. 

From the cliff at East Lane, Bawdsey 
today, you may see perhaps six 
container ships, heading to or from 
Felixstowe on the horizon, plus a ferry 
or two, and maybe a hardy windsurfer.
If you look at the sea behind the 
ill-fated Princess Augusta you can 
count at least a dozen vessels, mostly 
sail, and mostly small. Even if the 
artist used a bit of licence to produce 
his drawing, he would have drawn a 
seascape typical of the times. 

Extreme weather events of the 
magnitude of the October 1987 

The Great Light
The story of Orford Ness lighthouse

Wreck of Princess Augusta at Southwold 1838
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‘Michael Fish’ storm created havoc, 
death and destruction amongst the 
fleets of small wooden ships that 
once thronged the coastal waters of 
the North Sea. In a single night – 28th 
October 1627 – 32 ships were wrecked 
on Orford Ness and the adjacent 
coastline.

As a direct result of the tragedy, the 
Bailiffs of Aldeburgh joined with local 
merchants and ship owners to petition 
for the construction of a light on the 
Ness to warn ships of the danger. 
Impatient at the slow progress within 
government and the Trinity House 
Brethren, Sir John Meldrum stirred 
things up by applying directly to King 
Charles 1st for permission to build two 
lighthouses on the Ness. 

Sir John was a businessman rather 
than a philanthropist: lighthouses 

enabled owners to exact charges 
from passing ships, and made money. 
The lighthouses he already owned 
at Winterton in Norfolk, North and 
South Forelands on the Kent coast and 
the Isle of Wight showed what good 
business they were.

In 1637 Sir John received the Grant 
for the Ness lighthouses, and agreed 
to pay Aldeburgh £30 pa for fifty 
years from the dues collected by his 
lighthouses to be used for the benefit of 
the town and its people. He then sold 
the Grant to Alderman Gerard Gore. In 
an Indentiture of Agreement between 
Gore and the Aldeburgh Corporation 
Bailiffs and Burgesses in 1650, 
Gore would pay £120 pa to the town 
for twenty years: in return, the two 
lighthouses would be maintained by the 
Corporation.

Gore built his timber 
lighthouses in 1634: 
the Small Light was 
powered by candles, 
and the Great Light 
was a fire brazier 
fuelled by coal. 
He was allowed to 
charge one penny 
for each ton of 
shipping passing 
his lights, although 
local fishermen and 
Newcastle colliers 
paid just once for 
their regular in-
and-out passages. 

The lighthouse was the site of the Submarine Electric Telegraph 
in 1852
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In return, Gore paid a rent of £20 pa 
to the Crown. Given the amount of 
seaborne traffic at the time, it was a 
profitable business. 

He was an efficient man, but in 1648 
he slipped up by giving the care of the 
lighthouses to a woman: her light-
keeping was so poor that she brought a 
deluge of complaints down on Gore’s 
head.

In ensuing years, other people held 
the lease for the two lights that 
warned mariners of the dangers of 
the great shingle banks. Sometimes 
the lights were badly maintained, and 
then they were likely to die down, 

and be invisible. The captain of the 
Berkeley Castle complained that he 
had to fire cannon to warn his convoy 
of ships of the close proximity of the 
Ness to prevent them running ashore. 
In February 1691 the Small Light 
was washed away: amazingly, by 
mid-March it had been replaced for 
the sum of thirteen pounds and ten 
shillings. Probably, the work was done 
so cheaply because the owner fully 
expected it to be washed away again in 
a short time. 

The keepers of the lighthouses 
struggled with primitive equipment, 
lack of money and the raging North 
Sea to keep the lights burning. War 

Orford Ness lighthouse may soon lie on the seabed
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with France saw a French privateer 
sacking the lighthouse in 1707: an 
English privateer returned the favour 
just one year later, and stole the 
keeper’s beds. 

In 1720, the timber lighthouses were 
replaced by brick buildings. Time and 
again, they were washed away, and 
replaced by new buildings as the sea 
advanced. In 1730, they were among 
the first to use oil as a fuel, but shortly 
after, one burned to the ground: its 
replacement lasted nearly 60 years but 
became a casualty of the great storm of 
October 1789. The new owner – Lord 
Braybrooke of Audley End – built the 
lighthouse we see today in 1792.

Trinity House was given compulsory 
powers in 1836 to buy out privately-
owned lighthouses, and paid just 
over £13,000 for the two lighthouses 
at Orford Ness. After nearly 180 
years of Trinity House ownership, 
a combination of new technology, 
shortage of funds and the implacable 
North Sea has now turned the wheel 
of fortune against the lighthouse. 
In its Aids to Navigation Review, 
Trinity House recommends the 
decommissioning of the lighthouse 
– possibly by 2015 – and extending 
the range of the Southwold light in 
compensation.  

An estimated £5m expenditure is 
needed on the building and its sea 
defences. Without it, the building will 
become unusable and increasingly 
dangerous: in a few years it may even 

lie scattered on the seabed. Trinity 
House may donate the building to the 
National Trust before then, although 
the Trust will adhere to its firm policy 
on the Ness of letting nature take its 
course. 

The Alde and Ore Association are 
questioning Trinity House on its 
belief that electronic, satellite-based 
navigational systems are reliable 
enough to replace the highly visible 
(and loved) red-and-white striped 
lighthouse.

Refs: The Great Light,  C Underwood

Laurie Forsyth
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At this time of year, many 
people’s thoughts turn towards 
holidays and recreation. The 

long summer holiday from school is 
almost here; exams are over and many 
students have finished college and 
university now, until September. Sports 
take centre stage: who will win the 
World Cup? Wimbledon? A break from 
routine, new places and experiences, 
rest and re-creation are important to 
our well-being, physically, mentally 
and spiritually. Yet not everyone is 
fortunate enough to be able to get away 
on holiday or even have some time to 
themselves for rest and recreation. 

In the Church’s calendar, we are now 
in ‘ordinary time’, the time between 
preparing for and then celebrating 
the major festivals of Christmas and 
Easter. The colour green is used to 
celebrate life and creation; green is 
also generally considered to a relax-
ing colour, gentle on the eyes. It is a 
time when we celebrate the ordinary 
things of life in a variety of ways which 
different people may find helpful. 
Some people find their relaxation and 
re-creation in energetic activity, others 
in stillness and quiet. Some prefer to 
be with a crowd of people; others are 
happier on their own. Different people 
find different styles of prayer and wor-
ship helpful. The churches in this part 
of the Wilford Peninsula try to offer a 
variety of opportunities for spiritual 
refreshment and recreation. In addition 

to the regular services, over the coming 
months there will be Songs of Praise, 
a Pets’ Service and a Healing Service. 
In the autumn we are starting a weekly 
mid-week afternoon get-together, with 
children’s worship, for pre-school chil-
dren and their carers. The Rev’d Ed-
ward Giles (387486) is hosting a fort-
nightly meditation group and there are 
leaflets with suggestions for spending 
a ‘Quiet Day’ at home in Hollesley and 
Boyton churches. Please do not hesitate 
to contact me or any church member if 
you would like further details or have 
other suggestions for ‘re-creation’.

Ruth Hatchett

From our Team Vicar

Rev'd Ruth Hatchett

Christian Aid Collection 

Total £1,516.88  –  thank you every-
one for another fantastic result!

Diana Barnard
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Wednesday
12pm Sutton

1st Thursday
2.30pm Glebe House, Hollesley–Evensong

3rd Thursday
10.30am Glebe House–Holy Communion

4th Thursday
2pm Mary Warner Homes–Communion

1st Wednesday
1.30pm Colyton, Hollesley–Prayer Group

Day Boyton Hollesley Other Places

4th July
5th Sunday 
after Trinity

11.00 PF
Morning Praise
All Age Service

9.30 RH
Holy Communion

9.30 Sutton
11.00 Alderton, 
Bromeswell
6.30pm Shottisham

11th July
6th Sunday 
after Trinity

9.30 RH
Family Communion

9.30 Bromeswell
11.00 Bawdsey, 
Shotisham, Ramsholt
6.30pm Sutton

18th July
7th Sunday 
after Trinity

11.00 MH
Holy Communion

9.30 LC  
Morning Praise
All Age Service

9.30 Bromeswell, Alderton
11.00 Sutton
6.30 Bawdsey

25th July
8th Sunday 
after Trinity

9.30 RH  
Holy Communion

9.30 Shottisham  
11.00 Bawdsey, 
Bromeswell, Ramsholt

Ministers: RH Rev Ruth Hatchett     EG  Rev Edward Giles 
    LC  Reader Lydia Calvesbert PF  Elder Pat Fleetwood

Church Contacts

Team Rector:
Revd Ruth Hatchett, 01394 412052

Hollesley Churchwardens:
Fred Stentiford, 01394 411469
Pat Shannon, 01394 411214

Boyton Churchwardens:
Malcolm Fleetwood, 01394 410409
Isobel Lilley, 01394 411409

Tower Captain:
Alan McBurnie, 01394 411517

Weekday Services

A Summer Concert
Sunday 18th July 3pm at All Saints Church, Hollesley

Featuring local talent, young and old

Tickets £5, family £10, available from 01394 411214, 411355, 411999
in aid of Hollesley Church Tower Appeal
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SPRINGTIME 2010
Following a brutal winter period like 
we had this year we worry about how it 
will have affected our wildlife as well 
as our garden plants.

To follow up on last month’s piece 
on the Dartford Warblers – they have 
survived. We lost 75% of last year’s 
numbers, bur given some mild winters 
their numbers will soon build up again. 
We just need to encourage Gorse on 
Sutton and Upper Hollesley Commons 
to give them shelter there in such arctic 
conditions. I still can’t get over the 
emotion I feel that such little things can 
survive them at all. 

Woodlark and Stonechat have dropped 
in numbers, but in their case, some 
were able to move away probably to the 
continent to search for better condi-
tions. Nightjars are back and can be 
heard on Lower Hollesley or Upper 
Hollesley by Red Lodge car park at 
dusk. The beginning of July is not too 
late to go to listen for this enigmatic 
bird. We have had a good year for Red-
starts this year with one pair nesting in 
one of the nestboxes we put up (most 
of the others had Blue and Great Tits 
in them!). The use of nestboxes shows 
that one factor that controls the popula-
tions of many birds is the lack of nest 
sites – often holes in trees. As a society 
we tend to clean up, removing all the 
dead or untidy bits that have these 
holes and cracks that often add to the 
trees artistic beauty.

The weather in May and the beginning 
of June has been mixed with some 
excellent warm days for insects. In par-
ticular this year Orange Tips, with the 
larval food plant mostly Garlic Mus-
tard, seem to have been everywhere 
and it has been difficult to concentrate 
on my dragonfly surveying for all the 
movement of butterflies! The dragonfly 
atlas is in its third year and they, like 
the butterflies, seem to have over-win-
tered very well. The early species have 
been seen in good numbers. It will be 
interesting to see, in July and August, 
how the Willow Emeralds Damselflies 
have fared given that they are newcom-
ers on the scene. Interesting dragonfly 
records are always welcome.

Several people were anxious about gar-
den plants and whether they would sur-
vive. I know that some were grubbed 
out as they looked dead. My advice, 
but I’m no expert, is to leave them and 
give them a chance. I have a beauti-
ful Arum Lily in my garden which for 
all the world looked dead and rotting. 
Eventually new life appeared and it is 
back to its glorious best.

Nick Mason
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Top Day for Dogs
Suffolk Dog Day 1st August 2010 
at Helmingham Hall

Sunday 1st August sees the third annual Suffolk Dog 
Day to be held to support the work of The Suffolk 
Foundation. Gates open at 10.30am at Helmingham 
Hall, Suffolk, and classes begin at 12.30pm. 

This prestigious event in the canine calendar is by kind 
invitation of Lord and Lady Tollemache and is no ordinary day in the doggie diary, but one 
for all the family to celebrate our furry friends in all their guises. 

Tickets are £5 in advance (£6 on the day) and £3 for children and over 60’s (£4 on the day) 
and a family ticket is £15 for 2 adults and 2 children (£18 on the day).  All tickets give free 
entry to the Chelsea gold-medal winning gardens at Helmingham Hall. Entries per dog per 
class are £3 and to register in advance at a reduced rate and to find out more information 
about the day visit www.suffolkdogday.com or call 01473 886100. 

On sale at Hollesley Village shop
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Hollesley Tower Appeal

200 CLUB
 
May winners, sharing £228, were:

1st Fred Stentiford  12 £114.00

2nd Roger Townshend 35 £57.00

3rd Roger Buswell 68 £34.20

4th Gill Whiffin 5 £22.80
        

Belfry News

The bellhanger returned on 2nd June 
and after a very busy time putting the 
bells and their fittings back in place, we 
were able to ring for the first time on 
Sunday 6th June. The ‘go’ of the bells 
has been vastly improved and once eve-
rything has settled down, we will again 
have a ring of bells to be proud of.

There are some interesting photos 
showing the work in progress posted 
on the Hollesley Church website which 
is accessible via www.villagevoices.
org.uk.

forthcomiNg eveNts

Sunday 11th July
Strawberries and Wine Evening

We are holding another of our popular 
strawberries and wine evenings on 
Sunday 11th July at 6pm. Pat Shannon 
has very kindly agreed for us to hold it 
at Sandling House, Alderton road, Hol-

lesley. To assist with catering arrange-
ments, tickets at £8.00 each are avail-
able from Pat Shannon (411214), Peter 
Harper (411355) and Alan McBurnie 
(411999).

Proceeds from the evening will go to 
Hollesley Church Tower Restoration 
Fund. 

Peter Harper

Boyton Beachwatch Survey 

Saturday 3rd July at 3pm
 
A chance to escape from the football 
for a couple of hours and stretch your 
legs for a gentle stroll in good com-
pany. 

Please join us for the next quarterly 
survey and litter pick for Boyton beach 
which will be taking place on Saturday 
3rd July, leaving from Boyton village 
hall at 3pm. Sticks, bags and gloves 
will be provided. 

If you can’t make this event please 
make of a note of the next survey tak-
ing place on Sunday 19th September as 
part of the annual Beachwatch events 
taking place around the coast. For 
details contact Andrew on 411720 or 
email Boyton.co2@btinternet.com
 

Andy Cassy



July 2010 page 18 www.villagevoices.org.uk



www.villagevoices.org.uk July 2010 page 19 



July 2010 page 20 www.villagevoices.org.uk

The Friday Coffee Club....

... meets at 11am at the Shepherd and Dog every Friday morning. Anyone can turn 
up, it's certainly not ‘exclusive’. The conversation ranges across a wide diversity 
of topics; local, national, newsworthy, controversial, environmental or personal.  

It's usually humorous, sometimes argumentative and thought-provoking – and ac-
companied by very good coffee, all for £1.50 a head. In the photo above, taken on 
Friday June 4th we sat outside in the sunshine.  

Angela Lawrence

Left to right: Malcolm, Robin, Brian, Nick, Sue, Danny and Keith
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Your Letters - keep writing , we love to hear your views and stories

Dear Editor

Thank you to everyone who helped, 
gave and supported the Table Top Sale 
in Hollesley Village Hall on 5th June.  
A grand total of £745.15 was made and 
sent to The Hillside Animal Sanctuary 
in Norfolk.

Margaret Beecroft
Hollesley

Dear Editor
 
Just to give you a follow up on ‘our’ 
Village Film "Coming Home".
 
It has won the Jury's Best Feature Film 
and the Audience Award for Best Film 
at the DC Film Festival, in the USA. It 
is also being shown at the Ippocampus 
Ciak film festival in Milan. 

Louis Neethling has just won a Best 
Director Award but I'm not clear what 
for. I will try to find out.
 

Tania Varsanyi
by email

Dear Editor

The Hollesley house to house collec-
tion for Christian Aid raised a wonder-
ful £984, boosted to £1,516.88 by do-
nations from the local churches in the 

Deben 8 Cluster (Alderton, Bawdsey, 
Boyton, Bromeswell, Hollesley, Ram-
sholt, Shottisham and Sutton). Money 
was raised in various ways, includ-
ing a talk by a local resident, a Bring 
and Buy organised by young people 
in Hollesley Church, and by someone 
inspired to cook several meals for 
friends in her own home asking them 
for donations. 

Thank you everyone who gave. You can 
rest assured that Christian Aid will use 
your money wisely by working with 
local organisations to help very poor 
people improve their own lives.

The youngsters of Hollesley 
Church were inspired to run the Bring 
and Buy when they realised the com-
plete lack of toilet and washing facili-
ties available to the people of the Nai-
robi slums in Kenya, and thought what 
it would be like in their schools should 
the water be turned off in taps and  toi-
lets for even one day. They now know 
that one of the ongoing Christian Aid 
projects in Nairobi is to provide toilet 
and shower blocks and local staff to 
keep them clean. And to think that all 
this money was raised without even 
having the annual Christian Aid Quiz 
in the Shepherd and Dog which this 
year is coming up in September. Watch 
out for details and hope to see you 
there. Thank you so much.   

Diana Barnard
Local Christian Aid co-ordinator 
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AuBergiNe ProveNcAl (serves 4)

4 aubergines 
4 medium onions
2 sticks of celery   
3 fat cloves of garlic
8 large ripe tomatoes
(or a tin of chopped tomatoes)
1 dsp herbs (mix of marjoram, 
oregano and basil works well)

Closure of Barn Café leads to ‘Pudding in a Tutu’

Slice the aubergines and leave in cold 
salty water for about 30 minutes. Some 
people think this is unnecessary but I 
find it ‘plumps’ them up when you grill 
them.

Lay them out in a tin and drizzle with 
olive oil. Place under a medium grill and 
cook on both sides until golden. Mean-
while chop the onions, celery, garlic and 
cook gently in a mix of butter and oil for 
about 10 minutes.

Add the tomatoes, herbs, wine vinegar 
and seasoning and cook until a delicious 
unctuous consistency is achieved. Alter-
nate the aubergine slices, sprinkled with 
lemon zest, and the tomato sauce in 
layers. Finish with a layer of aubergine.

Spread the breadcrumbs and grated 
cheese as the final layer and finish off 
under the grill until golden brown.

Serve with a sprinkling of fresh chopped 
herbs.

After nearly a decade and a half of 
serving a loyal clientele with inspira-
tional and quirky food, Jacki Smith has 
closed the doors of the Butley Barn 
Café.

In the months preceding the closure, 
the idea of recording some of the reci-
pes of the food served there began to 
take shape. Friend and writer Elizabeth 
Murphy suggested a fly on the wall 
approach and Jacki allowed Elizabeth 
access to her kitchen in order to put 
pen to paper.

1 tsp red wine vinegar
zest of a lemon
4 oz emmental and parmesan mixed
handful of breadcrumbs
chopped fresh herbs
olive oil and butter

Medium rectangular oven proof dish

The book, ‘Pudding in a Tutu – Reci-
pes and Tales from a Suffolk Barn 
Café’, tells Elizabeth’s story of Jacki at 
the helm of the Barn Café, interspersed 
with original drawings by local artist 
Honor Surie and over fifty recipes. The 
recipes capture some of the most popu-
lar dishes at the Barn Café, combining 
unusual and unexpected ingredients 
from a battery of flavours, both savoury 
and sweet.

Here’s one to whet your appetite 
(printed by kind permission of Eliza-
beth Murphy and Jacki Smith).
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‘Pudding in a 
Tutu’ is available 
for £7.99 from 
Woodbridge 
Bookshops, local 
bookshops and 
farm shops or 
from Jacki at 
the Woodbridge 
Farmers’ Market.
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Thomas Anderson
World Scout Jamboree Update

I would like to say a big 
thank you to everyone 
who sponsored me for my 

recent cycle ride from London 
to Woodbridge. I would also 
like to say an extra thank you to 
Hollesley village shop for having 
my sponsor form on display and 
collecting money in for me. I 
made a total of £402 from the 
event bringing my current total to 
£1,226, out of the £1950 I need to 
raise. The Scouts will also be able 
to claim a further £80+ back from 
gift aid. I ended up cycling 101 
miles in total, even though it was 
wet, windy and hailed – typical 
Bank Holiday Weather! I still 
managed to complete it. My sister 
did it with me too.

Rob Dunger from BBC Radio Suffolk 
saw my previous articles in Village 
Voices and invited me to the radio 
station to talk about the Jamboree and 
what I have been up to and to try and 
drum up some support. It was a bit 
daunting but I think my mum was more 
scared than me!

I am still available for any odd jobs that 
people may have such as lawn mowing, 
gardening, car washing etc in return 
for a small donation. Please contact me 

on 01394 411868 if you have any jobs 
that need doing, as my mum has pretty 
much run out of other ideas and I still 
have a way to go yet to reach my target.

Hopefully, by the time you read this I 
will have met some of you at the fete as 
I am planning on having a stand at the 
Car Boot Sale and I have been asked to 
help out on the car park.

Thank you once again.
Tom Anderson
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On Tuesday the 8th June, ten children 
from Hollesley Primary School went to 
Upper Hollesley Common to visit the 
new Exmoor pony, which the children 
from the school had decided to name 
Coco. The children who went were 
School Council, the School Photog-
rapher and yours truly, we the School 
Reporters. 

To decide on the name, first every child 
in the school thought of a name for the 
pony and the names were all put in a 
hat. We then pulled out three names, by 
coincidence all the names began with 
C! The names were Cherry, Curly and, 
of course, Coco. Then we all voted for 
our favourite name out of the three and 

the overall decision was that Coco was 
our favourite name. 

When we arrived we saw that the Look 
East television crew had already ar-
rived. Later on the East Anglian Daily 
Times photographer arrived to take 
pictures of Coco and the children who 
went. The reporter for Look East inter-
viewed Harry Tyler and me, Georgia 
Donaldson, but my peer, Sam Parkin-
son, was just about to be interviewed 
when he passed-out so he missed his 
slot. Luckily it wasn’t bad but a great 
newspaper headline could have been 
“Excitement of Pony Makes Child 
Faint!” 

Visit to Coco
Hollesley Primary School
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For anyone who listened to the local 
news we must really apologise for the 
mistake they made about who raised 
the money to buy Coco. The village, 
at last years fete, raised the money to 
buy this magnificent pony. Some of 
you may have seen the ponies roaming 
around the large area of Upper Hol-
lesley Common. The size of the area 
that they live in is 130 hectares which 
is about 69 and a half football pitches. 
There is no natural water in their area 
so the Suffolk Wildlife Trust who looks 
after the ponies has to fill barrels of 
water every week for the ponies to 
drink.   

Some of you may be wondering why 
the ponies are on the heath land, it is 

all for the management of the heath. 
The ponies are sort of like natural lawn 
mowers, making sure that the heather 
and saplings don’t take all the nutrients 
out of the soil. They help restore the 
natural heather land so that it doesn’t 
turn into woodland. So next time 
you’re going out to get the shopping 
keep an eye out for our little friends. 

The man who invited us and who knew 
lots of fascinating facts about the po-
nies and common was Nick Mason. We 
really enjoyed going and are hoping 
that before the year sixes leave we can 
visit Coco and his friends again.

School reporters:
Georgia Donaldson and Sam Parkinson
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RIDING FOR THE DISABLED

OPEN FUN DAY
SATURDAY 17TH JULY 2010

11 AM – 4 PM
FREE ENTRY

PETTISTREE HALL FARM, 
SUTTON

DEMONSTRATIONS
PONY AND CARRIAGE RIDES
STALLS AND REFRESHMENTS

COME AND MEET OUR PONIES 
AND HORSES

ALL PROCEEDS TO RDA HOLLESLEY GROUP
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Suffolk Punch Trust Walk 
(approximately 2 miles)

This walk, for the readers of Village Voices, has been designed to give local 
people an overview of the Suffolk Punch Trust and visit the shop and cafe with-
out incurring any entrance charges. Please keep dogs on a lead.

1. Park in the car park in front of the Visitors Centre.

2. Walk back to the main entrance, turn right, cross the road and walk along 
the footpath to Oak Hill. Continue down the hill, crossing the road to Grove 
Farm, past the footpath sign and road on the right. 

3. After approx. 100 yards turn right, over a chain next to a gate. The path 
crosses a stream then bears right up into a pine wood. We heard a Chiffchaff 
here. Carry straight on up the bank between the trees. Bear left through the 
wild life area to a wire fence.

4. With the fence on your right walk along the path between the paddocks.

5. After approximately ½ mile you reach a large metal gate. Go through this 
(please shut it behind you) and follow the path as it goes round Glebe 
House and then runs parallel to Rectory Road.

6. Turn right at Duck Corner and right again at Woodbridge Walk, returning to 
the Visitors Centre.

Refreshments are available in the cafe. If you want to enjoy the rest of the ex-
hibits then an entrance charge is payable.

Pauline Austerfield and Debbie Pipe
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The Suffolk Punch Trust has designed this 
Summer Walk for local readers of Village 
Voices. It will remain open until 30th Sep-
tember 2010 and will then be closed for 
the winter. We hope that we will be able 
to open it again next summer but will let 
readers know.

While entrance for the walk is free, we do 
hope that people will use coffee shop and 
make a small donation.

Thank you
Suffolk Punch Trust



July 2010 page 32 www.villagevoices.org.uk

WI Coffee Morning 
17th July 2010

10am-1pm

in aid of Treehouse Appeal

teA/coffee, Piece of cAke

homemAde cAkes will Be oN sAle

BriNg ANd Buy ANd PlANts

Wesley Cottage, The Street, Hollesley
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Pagans in the Village!

Three Hollesley residents, Rachel Pipe and Di and Tony Barnard are very busy 
these days practising pagan skills. They responded to a call from Eastern Angles 
requesting volunteers for a community chorus to join with the professional actors 
in its forthcoming production ‘Bentwater Roads’. During June they have been 
working very hard polishing up their acting and movement skills, choral singing, 
chanting and drumming. Eastern Angles was very pleased with the variety of the 
volunteers, both men and women of all ages, shapes and sizes. Tony could well 
be the oldest pagan and Rachel could well be the youngest. Di doesn't happen to 
like beards but she will have to put up with a hairy Tony for a few weeks because 
beards are essential for pagans apparently.

‘Bentwater Roads’ is a new play, written by Tony 
Ramsey, music by Roger Eno, focusing on the 
local landscape and a young woman’s search for 
her long, lost past. This emotional journey is 
intertwined with stories from the Pagan, Medieval 
and Cold War eras creating a mesmerising and 
poignant piece of theatre. Wantisden church and 
Rendlesham forest both feature in it.

The play will take place on the old USAF airfield in the acoustically sealed 
aircraft hangar, which transforms into a thrilling and atmospheric theatre space. 
There will be a licensed bar, coffee van and festival-style food, with refreshments 
available 1 ½ hours before the performance. With 23 performances it runs from 
July 1st to July 18th, booking details as follows:

Telephone Box Office 01473 211498 or visit www.easternangles.co.uk

Because of other commitments (such as school in Rachel’s case) our three local 
pagans will not be appearing every time. Should you be keen to see Rachel or Di 

and Tony in the production it 
would be good to check with 
them which performances 
they are in before booking 
your tickets.

Rachel - 411976                     
Di and Tony 411079 
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Mr Lilley was re-elected as Chairman, 
who confirmed that this would be his 
final year in office, Dr Stentiford was 
re-elected as the Responsible Finance 
Officer and the clerk advised that his 
plans had changed slightly, and he 
would now be standing down at the 
2011 AGM.

Dr Stentiford presented the financial 
statement, which was signed by the 
Chair and Clerk.

The next PC meeting will take place 
at 7.30pm on Tuesday 21st September 
2010.

Annual Parish Meeting

Chairman’s report
The council has met four times 
during the  past year. Discussions had 
included green issues, and The Boyton 
Environmental Group has been formed, 
a ‘partnership’ with the PC.  

The council has been kept fully 
informed with reports from County 
Councillor Rosie Clarke, District 
Councillor Rhona  Sturrock and Pc 
Andy Warne. They were thanked for 
their individual contributions over 
the past year. During the past year the 
Parish Council has raised  the number 
of members from five to six, and 
Richard Jesty was formally welcomed.

There has been one Planning Applica-
tion and one Certificate of Lawfulness 
considered. 

He thanked all active members of 
the Parish Council for their support 
throughout the year 

District Councillors Report
District Councillor Rhona Sturrock 
said that there is just a 2.9% increase 
in Council Tax for this year. £150,000 
is available for grants. Council proper-
ties are reducing energy use and for the 
first time in 9 years, no-one is home-
less, requiring B&B.

County Councillor’s Report
County Councillor Rosie Clarke said 
that we were one of the most cost-
effective counties in the country saving 
£300,000 per week and the County 
Council Tax has risen by just 2.4%. The 
council shares buildings and offices 
with libraries and others to keep costs 
down. They have received 3 ‘Green 
flags’ for excellence.

Priorities are care of the elderly (espe-
cially in their own homes), education, 
vulnerable children (including foster-
ing and adoption) and reducing prosti-
tution in Ipswich. 

The County is also responsible for 
road maintenance, developing green 
technology, sea defence at Bawdsey, 

Boyton Parish Council 18th May 2010

Annual General Meeting
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improving rail services and parking at 
Melton and encouraging tourism.

Safer Neighbourhood Team Report
There have been four recorded crimes 
in Boyton in the last year. The mobile 
police station continues to visit Holles-
ley and Sutton Heath regularly. The re-
port gave details of New Age travellers 
movements, and initiative to prevent il-
legal motorcycling in the forest. Advice 
was given regarding purse thefts in the 
area, and details of forthcoming police 
events.

A full copies of the minutes and the re-
ports can be found on the PC website: 
www.onesuffolk.co.uk/boytonpc.



July 2010 page 36 www.villagevoices.org.uk

Hollesley Pre-school was once a 
playgroup held in a leaky portacabin 
offering morning play sessions for 
young children. In 2007 a new purpose 
built building was completed and the 
humble little playgroup blossomed 
into an Ofsted inspected Pre-school, 
providing essential childcare for the 
local community whilst encouraging 
activities that help the children with 
their development and learning.  

Pre-schoolers aged between two 
and five benefit from facilities that 
are open from 8.30 until 15.30. The 
welcoming, qualified staff are a credit 
to the success of this Pre-school, and 
through their nurturing and guidance 
35 children have fledged since 2007 

moving on to surrounding primary 
schools.

There are currently 21 children on the 
books, though 11 will leave in July, 
with a big opening in September to be 
filled by new children.

The Pre-school is a registered charity 
and its success also depends on an 
enthusiastic committee. However, in 
September some of our committee 
members including our Chairperson 
and Secretary will stand down 
following many years of service. We 
are now in a position where we are 
appealing to the public for volunteers 
to join our committee as we face 
closure without one. 

Hollesley Pre-School needs your help 
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Members are involved with managing 
the setting and supporting staff and 
key members with decision making. 
Meetings are usually arranged 
monthly during evenings, with the 
AGM held in September. Fund raising 
events are mostly held at weekends. 
Everyone is welcome to join; all ages 
and walks of life, experience isn't 
essential and you do not need to have 
a child at Hollesley Pre-school.

Being a charity means we always 
need extra funding, we hold events 
throughout the year; please look out 
for our adverts for events. In addition, 
sponsorship by becoming a ‘Friend’ of 
the Pre-school is a wonderful way to 
become a benefactor of a local cause.

Our final request is that we are always 
in need of new children to join our Pre-
school, if you are aware of any parents 
that are looking for a childcare facility 
please suggest us!

Please join us 
in keeping this 
wonderful community 
resource open.

For information 
about joining 
our committee, 
sponsorship or 
childrens’ places 
contact the Pre-school 
on 01394 410492.

Rachel Huws

Above and below: some of the facilities at 
Hollesley Pre-School
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Sandling House, Alderton Road,
Hollesley

(by kind permission of Mrs P Shannon)

Sunday 11th July 6pm

TO INCLUDE 200 CLUB DRAW

Tickets £8.00 each available from 
01394 411214, 411355, 411999

Proceeds iN Aid of hollesley church 
tower restorAtioN fuNd

 
Suffolk Wildlife Trust 

Ceilidh 
in the Farmyard 

at Foxburrow Farm 

7:30pm Saturday 10th July 
with 'Ducking and Diving'  band

 

bar and meat and vegetarian bbqs
  

Tickets at £7 for adults and £3 for 
children and be obtained by phoning 

01394 380113

Woodbridge Regatta 
Sunday 18th July  

traditional
river-based events

plus Lions Club stalls and 
Whooppee Dipper on the 

yacht pond field

For more information 
about the Lions Club of 

Woodbridge & District call 
0845 8332820 or see 

www.woodbridgelions.org.uk 

CAR BOOT SALE

The Friends of Hollesley School 
are organising a car boot sale in 

the school grounds on 

Sunday 19th September 

Pitches will be £5 with sellers 
arriving at 9am and the gates 

opening to buyers at 9.30 

If you would like to book a pitch, 
please telephone 

Diane Coates  on 01394 411091 
to register your interest
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Local Contacts
Hollesley Village Hall Bookings Christine Gillespie 411562

Boyton Village Hall Bookings Val Murray 410117

Hollesley School Lynne Wright (Headteacher) 411616

Welcome Club Marion Collins 411262

Hollesley Womens Institute Gina Forsyth 411727

Mothers Union Pat Fleetwood 410409

Hollesley Players Sharon Culley 01728 688446

Whist Drives Jill Cocksedge 411108

Hollesley Bowls Club Roy Winchester 411564

Indoor Bowls Nigel Smith 411549

Alderton Surgery 411641

Hollesley Badminton Club Chris Andrews 411126

Junior Soccer Keith Banthorp 01473 737474

Judo Club Julie Jolliffe 410483

1st Sutton Brownies Sonja Patterson 420576

Hollesley Playgroup Amanda Johnson 07947 887497

Hollesley Parent and Toddler Kerry Simoes 411603

Emergency Planning Coordinator Barry Towler 412009

Suffolk Link Bus Sadie 0845 604 1802

Marine Life Rescue Head Office 01825 765546

Hollesley Parish Council Dennis Driver (Chairman) 411707

Noelle Gore (Clerk) 411032

Boyton Parish Council Keith Lilley (Chairman) 411409

Alan Hall (Clerk) 411432

District Councillor Rhona Sturrock 411082

County Councillor Rosie Clarke 412178

Hollesley Bay Day Centre Audrey Shelcott 411776

Community Police Officer PC Andy Warne 01473 613500

Hollesley Commons Nick Mason 411150

Community Car Service Janet Gardiner 01473 630866




