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Dear friends
Last month saw the Hollesley
Players (pictured here)
performing Panic Stations, by
Derek Benfield. Pat Shannon
reviews their production on
page 21.
Last month also saw Andy
Warne completing the
London Marathon, raising
a large sum for the Suffolk
Punch Trust (page 29).
There were three recent
call outs for Shingle Street
Coastguard, Roy Clark describes these, in the feature, or anyone in the Past
and two dramatic rescues from the past, Times photograph on page 18, write to
on page 13. Our feature this month also us or email us at the address below.
looks to the past, recalling Hollesley
School’s 1977 centenary celebrations.
If you recognise the children pictured

Rob Claxton.
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Sad farewell to John Macleod
John died in May at the age of 71.
He was a true Scot who had taken
Hollesley to his heart after moving
here 11 years ago.
He was actually born in Vanuatu to
missionary parents and then brought
up in Orkney, where his dad was a GP.
His working life was spent as a teacher,
in Scotland. He eventually retired
quite early having been head of Wick
High School for 13 years. He has four
children and 15 grandchildren.
When younger he was a keen
sportsman, playing rugby and running
for the RAF when he did his National
Service. He was also a keen cyclist,
something which never left him.
He met Helen at Ramsholt and they
soon realised that they were good for
each other and married in 1990. The
British Council appointed John to an
African High School in Botswana
with 1200 pupils, on the edge of
the Kalahari. They had need of an
experienced head teacher!
Eleven years ago they moved back
permanently to Hollesley and
John continued what he did best
– organising and leading the way in
various charity activities. There were
3 long distance charity bike rides with
Helen, including Land’s End to John
O’ Groats for the Bushmen of the
Kalahari and The Lin Berwick Trust.
He led the Pin Mill Christian Healing
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Fellowship, and the longstanding
village Prayer Group meets in their
home. In January 2003 they started to
part fund the Phoenix Nursery School
in The Gambia. They gave talks and
raised money for this and for The Lin
Berwick Trust of which they were
trustees. All of this showed his caring
side and reflected his strong Christian
faith.
As a Scot with a strong accent he was
perfect for addressing the Haggis on
village Burns Nights. He was a strong
supporter of Village Voices, especially
with his photography.
Unfortunately, having been unwell,
John was diagnosed with cancer in
February. The disease progressed
rapidly, but, at least, he was able to
stay at home with support from Helen,
local medical teams and the Hospice
at Home service. During that time
he was able to enjoy the company of
relatives from Scotland and abroad
and many local people. Helen has been
overwhelmed with all the support she
has received and the many dozens of
cards that have come through their
door.
Nick Mason

The Village Voices team would
like to send their deepest
sympathies to Helen and family
members.
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From the Rectory
As some of you
may already know
I am leaving on the
10th June to take
5 parishes in the
Holbrook area. It
doesn’t seem possible
that I have been here
6 years, whether or
not it seems longer or
shorter than that is for
you to decide! I am
very sorry to go and
will miss you all very
much, but I look forward to the new
challenges ahead.
11th June marks the 231st birthday
of John Constable. I went on my
motorbike the other Sunday up
the Dedham vale where Constable
executed many of his most famous
paintings; the beauty of it all was
stunning. I was so taken up by the
scenery that I got lost and ended up in
Colchester, a contrast to say the least.
It is easy to become blind to the beauty
that surrounds us. I was surprised to
read that there are now more trees
than in Constable’s day, so many of
the places made famous by him are no
longer the same, you’d have thought it
would be the other way round.
This reminds us that everything in this
life has to change; sometimes for the
better and sometimes it seems for the
worse. However, my experience of the
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Laurie Forsyth

Dear Friends

Hollesley Church

Christian faith tells me that God never
changes; His love and companionship
remain the same, even when we think
He is not there at our side.
You may not believe it but even
churches change! I hope that whoever
is appointed as your new Vicar will
enjoy the same support and friendship
that you have shown me, and that the
church in Hollesley will continue to be
a vibrant centre in the village.
If I don’t get the opportunity of saying
it to you personally, I would like to use
this letter to say thank you for your
friendship and support over the last 6
years, I will continue to remember you
in my prayers, please remember me in
yours.
I remain, yours faithfully
Geoffrey
www.villagevoices.org.uk

WEEKDAY SERVICES
Wednesday

7.30am Hollesley, 12pm Sutton

1st Thursday

3pm Glebe House, Hollesley, Evensong

3rd Thursday

10.30am Glebe House, Holy Communion

4th Friday
2pm Mary Warner Homes, Communion

3rd Monday 7.30pm

Colyton, Hollesley, Prayer Group

From Peninsula to Peninsula
We are soon to say good bye to Geoff
who has accepted a post on the Shotley
Peninsula. Geoff is a keen ringer of the
bells and two of these parishes have
them. I am sure you will miss seeing
him around. But there are often times
when we have to move on. On your
behalf I wish him well and I pray that
God will bless his future ministry.
Thank you and God bless you Geoff,
Judith

Church Contacts
Vicar: Revd Geoffrey Clement,
Shottisham Rectory, 01394 411748
Assistant Vicar:
Revd Judith Andrews, Hillside, Hollesley,
01394 411642
Hollesley Churchwardens:
Fred Stentiford, Sheepstor, Boyton,
01394 411469 & Pat Shannon, Sandling
House, Hollesley,
01394 411214
Boyton Churchwardens:
Malcolm Fleetwood, 7/8 Mary Warner,
01394 410409 & Isobel Lilley, Bellfield,
Boyton,
01394 411409
Tower Captain: Alan McBurnie,
01394 411517
Organist: Helen Burrows,
17 Squires Lane, Martlesham Heath,
01473 625196

Day

Boyton

Hollesley

Other Places

3rd June

11.00 LC
Village Service

9.30 GC
Communion

9.30 Alderton, 11.00 Bawdsey
and Sutton, 6.30 Shottisham

10th June

Farewell Service for Revd Geoffrey Clement-All Saints’, Hollesley at 6.30

Your are invited to share wine and nibbles after the service. This is your
chance to thank Geoff and to say goodbye as he leaves to take up a new
post on the Shotley Peninsula.
17th June 11.00 JA
9.30 JA
9.30 Sutton
Communion
Communion with
11.00 Alderton
Sunday Club
6.30 Bawdsey Flower Festival
Songs of Praise
24th June
9.30 MHS
9.30 Shottisham
Communion
11.00 Bawdsey, Sutton,
Ramsholt
Ministers:
		

GC - Revd Geoffrey Clement		
LC - Lydia Calvesbert		
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JA - Revd Judith Andrews
MHS - Revd Michael Hamilton Sharp
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Local Walks by Debbie Pipe and Pauline Austerfield
This month’s walk is based on the
Circular Walk leaflet produced some
time ago by the Parish Council.
1. Start at the Shepherd & Dog Car
Park, turn left past the thatched cottage
up Tower Hill and past the houses in
Stebbings Close. At the end continue
along the public footpath (dirt track).
2. After the chickens, at the end of the
wire fence, turn left along the public
footpath through the green tunnel of
trees. Opposite Meadow Farm, turn
right along the footpath and proceed
over the board walk beside a muddy
ditch. We saw a Green woodpecker
along here. Cross the stream (Black
Ditch) and go through the chain gate.
3. Bear diagonally right across the
meadow to a gap in the fence. The
field can be marshy in wet weather.
Vale Farm is on the right across Black
Ditch. We saw Greylag geese by the
lake. Go through the next chain gate.
On the right is an overgrown bomb
crater from the Second World War.
Continue along the boardwalk to the
wooden gate and into an open field.
4. Follow the path straight ahead up the
field to a track. Bear right and head for
the gate in the hedge to the right of the
electricity pole. Go through the gate
and turn sharp right to follow the path
between the hedge and a wire fence
alongside the bungalow in Spinney
Field. This leads to an open meadow
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looking towards Box Hall.
5. Cross the field diagonally to the right
of the large telegraph pole keeping
Box Hall on your right. Turn right at
the footpath sign following the hedge
on your left. Cross the stile and go past
a wooden bench. This land belongs
to Poplar Park Equestrian Centre.
Continue along the wide grassy track
between the hedge and the paddocks.
6. At the end of the hedge, turn left into
the long narrow meadow with jumps.
7. At a temporary fence, turn right onto
a sandy track crossing a stream and
passing a line of Poplar trees. Follow
the track to the end and turn right up
hill. From the top you can see Poplar
Farm House ahead in the valley. On
the right, the top of Hollesley Church
tower can just be seen above the trees.
8. At the end of the track go through
the gap in the fence towards the
cottages. Turn right, with the cottages
on your left and go past Poplar Park
Equestrian Centre.
9. Follow the track through the gap in
the fence on your right straight across
the field and continue past the back
of the Village Hall. The church tower
is visible ahead. At the road, turn
left to the Street and then right at the
Thatched Cottage to bring you back to
your starting point.
Distance: 2.5 miles
www.villagevoices.org.uk

Map by Pauline Austerfield

HOLLESLEY SUMMER FETE
Saturday 23rd June, 1pm to 4pm
Village Hall Recreation Field
FUN DOG SHOW BEGINS AT 2PM
The fete committee is looking for donations of items to sell on the cakes,
plants and vegetable stalls. Please bring to the hall on the morning of the fete.
Books and toys, full bottles (for the bottle stall!) and anything for the White
Elephant stall (excluding electrical goods) would also be appreciated. Items
can be left in the church or collection arranged by contacting Joan Butcher on
411689. Anyone wishing to purchase draw tickets or who can help by selling
tickets before the Fete day please contact me on the above telephone number.
Joan Butcher
Hollesley Fete Committee
www.villagevoices.org.uk
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Hollesley School

former staff and pupils remember the centenary of 1977
Hollesley School is 130 years old this
month. Some villagers may remember
the School’s centenary, back in 1977.
Perhaps you were at the school
yourself at the time, or had children
there.
Mrs Enid Eyre was Headmistress of
Hollesley School at the time of its
centenary and recalls the celebrations
and how this milestone in the life of
the school was commemorated.
‘Way back in the mid 1970s the Friends
of Hollesley Association decided we
needed a badge to go along with the
new uniform. As we were close to the
sea and had such wonderful views of
ships passing along the coast, it was
decided to have a boat as a symbol on
the badge.
Mr Simper provided us with a picture

of a boat which sailed along the
Shingle Street coast in days gone by.
We went ahead and accepted the
advice of Mr Simper and so the badge
was born!
The year 1977 came along and the
school was to celebrate its 100th
birthday. We then approached Mrs
Simper who was making a variety of
pots. She kindly designed and made
a dish incorporating a picture of the
badge in the centre. Every pupil and
member of staff was presented with
a Commemorative dish as part of the
Centenary celebrations.
We had a full day of wonderful
celebrations which started with a
Church Service and went on to include
Exhibitions, pieces of Drama, Maypole
dancing etc. All the staff and children
wore Victorian clothes for the day.
The children ended the day with a
party and enjoyed a wonderful cake,
courtesy of the cooks from the Colony
and toasted the next 100 years of the
life of Hollesley School with glasses of
lemonade.’
One former pupil who remembers
the celebrations is Patrick Cavanagh.
Back in 1977, his September 5th
birthday meant he was the oldest child
in the school. Patrick writes of the
celebrations,
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‘It was a special day. We had to go to
school dressed up as if we were pupils
100 years before. I wasn’t all that keen
to dress up and felt a bit self conscious.
My family didn’t have a hat I could
borrow so I became part of the hatless
minority.
I remember standing for a photo,
outside the school I first attended on
my fifth birthday. Everyone was very

good for the photo, but then how could
we not be when Mrs Jermyn looked
even more commanding than she
usually did!
There are some gaps in what I’m able
to remember about the day, but I do
remember dancing around the maypole
very well. We in class 5 had practised
hard for the occasion and were keen to
show off what we could do.’

Class 5 dress up as Victorians in 1977

The children in the photo look very
happy, though as the school newspaper
of 1977 observed, they might have
been less cheerful had they really been
Victorians. The newspaper told the
children that in 1877 schools typically
had classes of 70 to 80 children
and one teacher, keeping very strict
discipline. ‘Those who misbehaved
were beaten with a stick or cane.’
Perhaps the cheery faces above are
expressing relief!
www.villagevoices.org.uk

Staff of Hollesley School in 1977
Mrs Enid M Butler (Headmistress),
Miss M Wiltshire (Deputy Head),
Mrs N Jermyn, Mr J. Phillips,
Mrs J Rogers Mrs V Levett (Teachers)
Mrs D Lennard (School Helper),
Mrs J. Hubbard (Secretary),
Mrs D Gowen (Cook), Mrs N Marshall
(Assistant cook), Mrs J Pottle &
Mrs C Cundy (Kitchen Assistants),
Mrs G Lewis, Mrs V Emmens &
Mrs S Gowen (Dinner Supervisors)
Mrs V Collins Caretaker
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From Shingle Street Coastguard

On April 15 at 1030 called to River
Ore at Shingle Street where the yacht
‘Vagabond’ was aground opposite the
colony beach. Both Aldeburgh and
Harwich inshore lifeboats were called
out and the vessel was towed off.
On April 16 at 1455 called to Shingle
Street where a dutch yacht was

aground in the river mouth. The yacht
was in no immediate danger and had to
stay there until it re-floated at 2025.
On May 1 at 1655 called to Stoner
Point in the River Deben where a yacht
was reported to be aground. On arrival
it was found that the yacht was actually
at anchor and was in no danger.

From the Archives Rescues of yesteryear
On January 13 1977, the MV ‘Harle
Strand’ came ashore at East Lane Point
on its way from Sheerness to Kings
Lynn. Its radar had failed in a storm
and it became wedged in between two
groins and couldn’t move.
Shingle Street company were called
at 2308. The vessel was listing badly
to port and the captain decided they
should come off. The four crew
members were taken off by breeches
buoy by 0215 and were taken to
Bawdsey School house for hot drinks.
The Harle Strand was badly holed and
was eventually scrapped. It is believed
this was the last time the Breeches
Buoy was used in Britain before it was
withdrawn from service.
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On January 14, 1960, the MV
‘Scarcity’ came ashore 1.5 miles South
of the Coastguard station. It was a very
rough night with North-north East
winds force 6-8.
The company were called out and
proceeded to the casualty with the
Breeches Buoy equipment at 2115.
There were three persons on board
and they were successfully taken
off the stricken vessel by 2235. The
company were supplied with hot tea
and sandwiches by personnel from
RAF Bawdsey. The crew were taken to
RAF Bawdsey. The vessel was finally
re-floated and returned to service.
Roy Clark for Shingle Street Coastguard
June 2007 page 13

June 2007 page 14

www.villagevoices.org.uk

Hollesley and Oak Hill
Social Club
Come along and have an evening out,
and find out all about us

Special Weekend at Boyton
Saturday 7th & 8th July
Flower Festival in Boyton Church
with Open Gardens

Everyone is Welcome
Competitive prices
Large function room for hire (free)
Weddings, Parties, Anniversaries

Tour Boyton Village to see the
gardens and a scarecrow competition
Have tea or coffee in Boyton Village
Hall

Karaoke every Friday
In aid of Boyton Church restoration
funds
Once again EVERYONE welcome

Barn Dance
Saturday 28th July at Butley Village
Hall

VILLAGE WALK
An evening stroll on Lower
Hollesley Common

Fun for all
To look at wildlife and
Details in July Village Voices
In aid of Boyton Church Restoration funds

Village Dance Thanks

A CHANCE TO DISCUSS THE
ONGOING MANAGEMENT
of the heathland
THURSDAY 14th JUNE

Thank you to everyone who came to
the dance on April 21st. It was a really
good night and the profit of £206 was
shared between Hollesley Church and
the Suffolk Wildlife Trust.
The Gordon Bennett Band will return
in the autumn - watch this space!
Di Barnard
www.villagevoices.org.uk

Meet 7.00pm - Common end of
Moorlands
followed by Nightjar count for the
hardy!
contact Nick Mason, or just turn up
June 2007 page 15
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HELP – WEBSITE NEAR TO CRASH DRAMA – HELP
YOUR WEBSITE NEEDS YOU!
The Village Voices web site has come of age. It has been in existence for over a year
now and in April recorded 7196 hits. The number is growing month on month, but it
is now time for a change. We need a new design for the site and lots more features and
articles in addition to content such as the surgery times, bus and train times, tide tables
and other useful things for local residents.
Up to now I have largely run the site on my own and to carry forward these changes I
need some help. So now I would like to form a committee for the web site. You do not
need to be a computer wizard, it is content that matters. If you can write an article, proof
read, take photographs, are interested in local history or can contribute in any way I
would be only too grateful for your help. The more the merrier! I would like to have the
first meeting on Tuesday 15th June in the Shepherd and Dog at 7pm. If you would
like any further details contact me on 01394 411196 or at kburton@incm.co.uk.
Have your say and let us move this forward together and make
www.villagevoices.org.uk a real community site, one that we can all be proud of.
Keith Burton (webmaster)

Past Times - Village Faces and Places

The Eighties?

We think this photo was taken in the Oak Hill Social Club but can you put some
names to the faces and tell us something about the impressive haul of trophies?
June 2007 page 18
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Your Letters -

keep writing , we love to hear your views and stories

Dear Editor,
With reference to the picture ‘Birds
Eye View’ towards meadow farm.
The structures in question were Silver
Fox Pens, they were used for rearing
the foxes for the fur trade. When
the enterprise came to a close, my
grandfather purchased two of the pens.
I think the name of the person owning
Meadow Farm at the time was a Mr
Bathurst.
Peter Lennard
Gainsboro, Hollesley

Dear Editor
My partner Janie and I have been
Tenants at Meadow Park Livery a year
this July. It is a peaceful and beautiful
oasis with abundant wildlife in the
nature reserve opposite the stables.
You couldn’t hope for a better place
that gives the opportunity ride down
the long trails into the Forest and
across the Heathland, without having
to ride on any road.
We are supported with the work at the
yard by the effortless Sam Pankhurst
who rides our Cob (quite a handful)
and Richard Gibbs from the Suffolk
Punch Trust, who is always there
with good advice. Richard and I ride
two Irish Draft cross thoroughbreds,
adaptable and good natured horses.
www.villagevoices.org.uk

They move fast and are good jumpers,
the Irish Draft gives them good
stability.
I was having a social drink in the
Shepherd and Dog and Nick Mason
showed me a black and white print
dated around 1900, of the area behind
the Fox pub where the pastures are and
Shannon Heights is now. If you study
the picture which is featured on page
18 of May issue of Village Voices, you
will see what looks like small wooden
houses which I thought were for
breeding pigs. I mentioned this to Mark
Sly who as you know lives in the house
next to the yard, he informed me these
were used to breed Silver Foxes on the
side of the hill and I understand there
were beavers in the wet area to left of
the lane. The breeder lived in Mark’s
house which was then much smaller.
If anyone in Hollesley has any more
information on this Silver Fox and
Beaver skin Breeder or trader, I would
be fascinated to know more, maybe
this is where the Fox got its name
from! Did they just breed and sell to
the trade or were they actually involved
in export? Who were they and do they
still have family living in the area?
If anyone reading this knows please
email me on nordicair@keme.co.uk or
please call me on 07920 151037.
Peter Thomas
Meadow Park Livery, Hollesley
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(Your Letters continued)

Dear Editor

Dear Editor,

Red Cross Week 6-12th May, Boyton
and Capel St. Andrew

In reference to the photo showing the
view from Hollesley Church Tower
featured in Past Times.
When the picture was taken in the
1930’s, the country was in the middle
of an agricultural depression and
people tried many things to make a
living. When we moved to Meadow
Farmhouse we were told that silver
foxes were bred on the hill behind the
house for the fur trade. I wonder if all
those little white boxes in the picture
held these foxes? Apparently, they also
bred beavers in the marshy area which
is now part of the ‘Patch’ for the same
reason.

I wish to thank everyone for
contributing so much to my collection
last week.
We have achieved another record sum
of £101.73. I look forward to seeing
you all again next year.
Kay Stoddart

Mark Sly
Hollesley

Orwell Walk - 17th June
My name is Jane Eaves and I am doing the Orwell walk this year on 17th June. I
have been training hard and hope to complete the whole distance of 25 miles.
The walk starts at Gainsborough Sports Centre in Ipswich and follows the River
Orwell to Felixstowe. I am walking to raise money for the National Association
Crohns and Colitis (NACC) and Hollesley Youth Club. As many of you may
know I have suffered from Crohns for 27 years.
If anyone would like to sponsor me, I would be very grateful. You can contact me
on 01394 411115 or email me at jane.eaves@homecall.co.uk.
Many thanks to everyone who has sponsored me and for the support I have
received from my family and friends. I will let you know in July’s Village Voices
how I got on.
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Panic Stations!

Pat Shannon reviews the Hollesley Players’ spring production, May 2007

Congratulations to Lydia and Judy of
the Hollesley Players for their recent
production of ‘Panic Stations,’ a lighthearted romp by Derek Benfield. Well
done too to those who worked behind
the scenes, contributing with the cast to
make it a huge success. The excellent
set enabled the cast to make the many
well timed exits and entrances required
by the script.
This was a demanding text with the
cast having many lines to memorise,
reminding me of the hours I spent
learning words for ‘The Cat and the
Fiddle’ and ‘The Happiest Days of
Your Life’, to mention just two of our
earliest productions in the 1980s!
In this, their 27th year, the Hollesley
Players, put together a well chosen
cast to bring life and character to the
various parts.
The long suffering and often perplexed
Chester Dreadnought was ably played
by Steve Caulfield. His character
had much to think about and many
situations to wriggle out of as he
visited his new home, a rural cottage in
Devon, and awaited his wife (Sharon
Culley) to view it for the first time. She
arrives followed by her eccentric and
critical parents, well played by Robert
Marzetti and Freda Hudson. As if the
arrival of his in-laws were not bad
enough, Chester also has to contend
www.villagevoices.org.uk

with the unexpected presence in his
new home of the scantily clad Carol
(played by Becs Hudson), who claims
to have had a recent romantic liason
with him. Where did she come from to
complicate things?
Other characters added to the chaotic
mix were handyman Abel Bounty
(Dave Price), who provided a number
of inuendos, and archaeologist, Miss
Partridge, excellently played by
Di Barnard. Miss Partridge turned
up to investigate the history of the
cottage and drifted across the set in
a delightfully detached manner. Her
complex lines were delivered with
perfect timing.
Dave Turner, played an army sergeant,
who ‘throws a spanner in the works’,
and later retracts it. Finally Mrs.
Bounty (Liz Proven, playing a different
part to that with which regular play
goers will associate her) calls to take
Able home, and then there was Gladys
(or was there?) and dynamite in the
cellar!
A lovely explosive confusion of
happenings causing much laughter.
Those who did not swell the audiences
on one of the three evenings, missed a
treat where much hard work had been
done and much ability and effort had
been displayed. Well done Hollesley
Players!
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Sports and Clubs The latest on activities around the area
SUTTON HEATH ADULTS
FOOTBALL
On 8th April we were away to FC
Brookhayes, who were second in
the league. This was an outstanding
performance by Sutton Heath. We took
the lead with Peter Kaznica scoring.
However, despite dominating for long
periods of the game it was Brookhayes
who scored next and despite more
pressure from Sutton they took the
lead. Following more pressure Sutton
equalised through an own goal by a
Brookhayes defender to make the final
score 2 – 2. This was a great team
effort with man of the match Brendan
Crisp in outstanding form.

Kaznica proved to be too much for
Felixstowe to handle. There were some
fine individual performances from the
Sutton players but overall this was a
superb team effort. Goals from Peter
Kaznica with two, Liam Miller and
Stuart Ballantyne with one each and
finally the goal of the season from
Adam Ward. This was a great solo run
from his own 18 yard line taking on
all players, en route, to score with a
stunning volley to make the final score
5 – 0 to Sutton Heath.
Three great results, well done
everyone!
Len Busby

Away to AFC Ordnance on the 29th
April, Sutton put in another fine
performance. We opened the scoring
through an in-form Peter Kaznica.
Ordnance equalised through an own
goal. In the second half we played
much better although we wasted a few
chances. A draw looked on the cards
until Peter Kaznica scored a late goal
making it 2 – 1.

SHORT MAT BOWLS

We had a floodlit friendly away to
Felixstowe Trade and Labour Club
on the 9th May. They play in the
division above us, Division 3, in our
league. Again this was an outstanding
result against a full strength side. All
the team played very well with man
of the match Clive Smith playing
exceptionally well. The pace of Peter

In the final of the club pairs
competition, Margaret Bennett
and Brian Ling defeated Georgina
and Ian Dearn. This was a game
where Margaret and Brian ran out
comfortable winners. A spirited
performance from Georgina and Ian
could make no difference to the final
result.
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Hollesley B came runners-up in
the Champion of Champions at the
Northgate Sports Centre, Ipswich.
They drew with Stone Lodge, Ipswich,
who were the winners, drew with
Carlton Colville, beat a team from
Clacton and lost to the Ipswich League
2nd Division champions from Whitton.
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Double winner, Nigel Smith

The final of the Three Wood over
60s singles was won by Nigel Smith
playing an off-form Keith Clements.
Nigel completed the double by winning
the Four Wood singles. In the final
against Brian Ling he was 9 – 3 down
at one stage, but turned the game
Mothers’ Union
In a previous issue of Village Voices
a request was made for anybody
with a spare moment who could knit
Seafarers’ hats. The response has
been tremendous, so much so that last
week 132 hats were handed over to
the Seafarers Mission. Also fourteen
knitted Teddy Bears were part of a
quantity given to the Rapid Response
Unit of the ambulance service.
There were so many Teddies made
by people from the Ipswich and
Suffolk Coastal area that they will be
sufficient to supply Norfolk, Essex and
Cambridgeshire Rapid Response Units.
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John and Julie Leek presenting trophies

around winning 21 – 10.
The evening concluded with the
chairman John Leek and his wife Julie
presenting the trophies and prizes to
the finalists.
Nigel Smith
The Mothers’ Union are very grateful
to everybody who knitted and a special
thanks go to the Friday Night whist
ladies at Boyton Village Hall for their
wonderful response. Our thanks to you
all.
On the 9th June the MU are holding
their annual coffee morning with
cake sale and other stalls at Bawdsey
village hall 10.30 am till midday.
This is the main fund raising event
of the year enabling us to support the
Mothers’ Union work here in the UK
and abroad. Do come along and enjoy
yourself and see what we do. Looking
forward to seeing you.
Pat Fleetwood
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From the allotment
Keith Burton

eco friendly, made from green wood,
pressure treated to make it last. The
boarding is 5 inches high and about
¾ of an inch thick and is available in
lengths between 1.82m and 3.6m. The
price for the 3.6m is £3.56 inc. VAT
from Nelson Potter’s.
Raised beds make everything reachable
without walking on the beds. Space
isn’t wasted because you can plant
more densely.

Flaming June and the allotment bursts
into life. Bare brown earth is replaced
by green young plants as the cycle of
life begins again.
In early April I sowed lettuce under
fleece and have been eating them for
about a month. When sowing lettuce
they always come up too thickly so I
go along the row and every foot I take
out a clump using a hand fork and split
them up and transplant them.

A very dry April made it difficult for
seeds to germinate. A good guide is if
weeds are not growing your vegetables
won’t. I found seeds sown under fleece
germinated and those sown without
fleece did not. When you water through
fleece the water is retained under it and
the air remains moist.
You can see more about the allotment
and some more photos at
www.villagevoices.org.uk/allotment.

The transplants take longer to reach
maturity. When the remaining lettuce
have grown a bit larger I start thinning
them out again and this time I eat the
ones I remove. By doing this you can
spread the time of harvesting to about
six weeks from one sowing.
I’ve recently replaced the plastic
edging on three of my raised beds with
gravel boarding. This is cheap and
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Raleigh International
Borneo Expedition
This summer I am participating in
a Raleigh International overseas
programme in Borneo, Malaysia.
Raleigh International is a youth
development charity committed to the
personal growth and development of
young people aged between 17 and 24
from all backgrounds and nationalities.
The overseas programme enables
young people to undertake sustainable
community, environmental and
adventure projects. Young people
from the host country work together
with other young people from all
nationalities. I will be joining about
100 UK, international and host country
young volunteers to undertake a five
week programme and will be building
an eco-hut and creating paths to aid
tourism in the country.
I have had to raise £2000 and I
am nearly at my target. I have had
donations from charitable organisations
and have done raffles and a car boot
sale. Me and the rest of my family are
doing a sponsored walk on Dartmoor
on 29th May which should get me to
my final figure. Let’s hope the weather
stays fine!
Many thanks to everyone who has
supported me. I will let you know how
I got on when I return at the end of
August.
Charlotte Bishop
www.villagevoices.org.uk

Charlotte Bishop

Military Open Day
30th June, 1130-1700
Rock Barracks
Sutton Heath, Woodbridge
23rd Engineer Regiment presents
a family fun day in aid of Army
Benevolent Fund, St Elizabeth’s
Hospice and Sutton Heath
Schools
Adults £2.50, Kids Free
Senior Citizens £1.50
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RIDE FOR LIFE! Rendlesham Forest, Sunday 10th June
Have fun, get fit and make a fantastic difference to local people’s lives. Join the Ride For
Life in Rendlesham Forest on Sunday 10 June 2007. Enjoy the UFO trail, and help lifelimited children.
The Ride for Life sponsored cycle ride or walk is organised in aid of East Anglia’s
Children’s Hospices. The children’s hospice in Ipswich will benefit directly from the funds
raised by this event. We expect in excess of 200 participants and perhaps some aliens!
As well as the UFO trail, for the less courageous or curious there are 6 mile and 10 mile
cycle off road routes and a 3 mile walk as well. None of the rides are arduous and have
all been chosen with the emphasis on family participation. There is a prize for the best
dressed alien so there’s lots of fun for UFO hunters of all ages. You don’t even have to get
up early as the rides start between 10.00 and 12.00.
There will be a BBQ, refreshments and ice-cream van! Registrations will be accepted on
the day or better still enrol online at www.each.org.uk where you can also order ‘alien’
headgear. Entry for the ride is £6 (£4 for under 16’s) and the walk is £3. All in all a great
family day out.
HOLLESLEY PRE-SCHOOL FOR 2-5 YRS
Ofsted Inspected. Learning through play, with our highly trained
& committed staff, we connect closely with our local School to aid
them in a smooth transition into the School environment. Let the
adventure begin......
For more information & a free visit tel:01394 411032
Hollesley Pre-School, School Lane, Hollesley

Dear Readers,
The Diary of a Pre-school saved,
restored and renewed continues....
The time has come! We have lift off!
Well, by the time you read this we will
have moved into our temporary home
at Hollesley School. The contractors
will have put a temporary road to the
port-a-cabin and secured the site for
safety. The old building will have been
removed, some of you may have seen
it go! For safety reasons the lay-by at
www.villagevoices.org.uk

the bottom of the school drive will be
unusable for the duration of the work,
although the driveway up to school
will be operational as normal with
minimum disruption to children and
parents. The school will be advising
parents of alternative options for
parking. We thank everyone in advance
for their patience during building.
We cannot wait for you all to join us on
the day of our grand opening, date to
follow in due course!!
The Committee
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Malcolm Watson

Andy’s London Marathon

Congratulations to Andy Warne for
raising over £2000 for the Suffolk
Punch Trust. He completed the run in 4
hours, 41 minutes and 7 seconds.
Andy had been training hard for the
marathon and had hoped to complete
the run in around 3 hours. However, in
the week before the event his mother
sadly died and his father was taken into
a hospice with terminal cancer. After
a series of sleepless nights and the

www.villagevoices.org.uk

heat experienced during the run on the
actual day it was amazing that Andy
managed to complete the run at all.
It’s not too late to contribute!
Donations are still being accepted
online until 22nd June at a safe and
secure website at
www.justgiving.com/andywarne.
Village Voices send Andy our
congratulations and also our sympathy.
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From our Country Kitchen

Wedding Congratulations

June is the month for strawberries.
They retain their flavour in the freezer
but tend to go soggy on defrosting
so are best used in a summer fruit
compote or added to rhubarb crumble.
Freeze them in a single layer on a tray
and then put in bags or juice them in a
liquidiser and pour into small cartons
for freezing.
The resulting juice is quite thick and
can be used (with the addition of a
little caster sugar and lemon juice) as
a sauce for ice cream or mixed with
fresh orange juice to create a refreshing
breakfast drink.
The following recipe is easy and
delicious.

Our hearty congratulations go to
newlyweds Mr and Mrs Stevenson
who married at All Saints Church on
Sunday 6th May, and then continued
the celebrations at Ufford Park. They
then departed for their honeymoon to
a secret location in Cuba (Guantanamo
Bay?).

Serves 4
½ pint double cream
2 oz meringues, coarsely crushed
¾ lb strawberries, roughly chopped

Whilst Al and Jules are fairly recent
residents in the village they have
made many friends already and bring
welcome new blood to our community.
Nick Mason

Whip the cream until it holds its shape.
Fold in crushed meringues and
chopped strawberries. Spoon mixture
into 4 glasses.
Chill until firm – approximately 30
minutes.
Decorate with small or halved
strawberries and a sprig of mint.
Pauline Austerfield
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Belly Dancing in Hollesley
Hollesley Women’s Institute are
holding an open meeting on Tuesday
June 12th.
Come along to the Village Hall at
7.30pm and learn how to belly dance.
Entrance £2.
For further information contact Joan
Croome on 411348.
www.villagevoices.org.uk

June arrives in the garden
There is something new every day
in summer so in future I’ll make
comments in diary form as things
occur, i.e. the arrival of summer
visiting birds and the activity of
bumble bees, some species of which
are allegedly in danger of extinction.
Asparagus is very temperature
responsive and must be fed as it grows
apace in warm weather.
Spring flowering shrubs should
be pruned after flowering to
encourage strong new growth and the
development of better shaped bushes.
The grass has remained remarkably
green in spite of the long, dry period.
Recent rains have only wetted the
surface and the soil is quite dry down
to depth, requiring an inch of rain to
soak the soil profile properly.
Mulching with compost or manure at
this time of year has several benefits –
moisture retention, weed suppression,
improving soil condition and structure
and releasing nutrients.

unavailable to the plant; it keeps it
alive but does not promote growth.
On the nursery the prolonged dry spell
and drying wind meant we had to water
daily just to keep the plants alive,
particularly the small pots, making
adjustments to the irrigation sprinkler
for wind direction and strength.
We’ve been allowed onto Woodbridge
Market, so Wednesday afternoons
and Thursdays are spent preparing
plants and setting up the stall. Plants
coming into flower include Incarvillea,
Verbascum, Veronica, Asters, Centaura,
Dicentra and Lewisham.
The garden is still being developed;
time to dig out another flower bed to
display our plant selection in an island
bed of perennials. Too often plants are
crammed in and eventually some will
be smothered out, and often the natural
shape of a plant is ruined. Give plants
sufficient room to grow and develop.
Enjoy your gardening.
Ivan Clarke

I recently saw some onion downy
mildew on some early planted sets
- conditions in April were conducive to
disease development.
Planting and sowing are in full swing,
and water is critical for development.
Although the soil appears moist it
is often the case that moisture is
www.villagevoices.org.uk
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