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March diary
Regular events
Mondays

Elly Lloyd 412053

Yoga, 7.30pm, Hollesley Village Hall

Pat Fleetwood 410409

1st Mothers’ Union, 1.30pm, Bawdsey Village Hall
Tuesdays

2nd, 16th Welcome Club, 2pm

Marian Collins 411262

2 , 16th, 30th Mobile Library
nd

9th, 23rd Hollesley Bay Day Centre
Wednesdays

Audrey Shelcott 411776

Badminton, 8pm

Thursdays

Chris Andrews 411126
Julie Jolliffe 410483

Judo Club

Kerry Simoes 411603

Parent & Toddler Group

11th Mobile Police Station, 8.30–9.45am
11th Womens’ Institute, 7.30pm
Sundays

Gina Forsyth 411727

Sunday Shape Up, 10–11am, Hollesley Village Hall

7th Suffolk Wildlife Trust Working Party, 9.30am
7

th

Boyton Table Tennis, 3–5pm

Nick Mason 411150
Andrew Cassy 411720

Dates for your diary
Sunday Feb. 28th

10am–3pm Coastguard Station Open Day

Saturday Mar. 6th

9am–12pm Gardening Party Hollesley Village Hall

Saturday Mar. 6th

10.30am–12pm, Coffee Morning Boyton Village Hall,

Saturday Mar. 6

th

12pm, Environment Group Meeting at Boyton Village Hall

Saturday Mar. 6th

7.30pm, Bawdsey Bird Club Public Talk at Bawdsey Manor

Wednesday Mar. 10

th

Copy deadline March Village Voices

Thursday Mar. 11th

7.30pm, Hollesley Parish Council Meeting

Thursday Mar. 11th

7.30pm, Shottisham Exchange Broadband Meeting at Bawdsey Manor

Saturday Mar. 13

9am, Bird Walk meet at Banter’s Barn, Boyton

th

Saturday Mar. 13th

11am, meet at Boyton Village Hall for beach clean and survey

Saturday Mar. 13

Lent Lunch, Hollesley Church in aid of Haiti Earthquake Appeal

th

Saturday Mar. 13th
Mar. 13th - 14th

7.30pm,‘Coming Home’, Boyton Village Hall
Poplar Park Horse Trials

Thursday Mar. 18

10am, Easter Fayre, Mary Warner Homes

Saturday Mar. 20th

Lent Lunch Boyton Church in aid of Haiti Earthquake Appeal

Saturday Mar. 27

10.30am Environment and Community Workshop, Boyton Village Hall

th

th

Saturday Mar. 27th
Sunday Mar. 28th
Wednesday Mar. 31

st

2pm, St. Mary’s Church Spring Bazaar, Bawdsey Village Hall
8pm, Shepherd and Dog Charity Pub Quiz
Deadline for bulk oil order requests

To have your event listed here, please contact Debbie Pipe: 01394 411976 or email diary@villagevoices.org.uk
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From the Editor
Dear friends,
After a long, hard winter,
at last spring is about to
break forth and we can
look forward to getting
back into our gardens
and allotments. Let us
hope that all the plastic
bottles rattling in the
wind shown on this
month’s cover will
succeed in keeping out
the deer which wreak
havoc among young
growing plants and
runner beans.
A great deal has been
Snowdrops, heralding the spring
happening in our villages.
Welcome to Ruth, our new
Team Vicar. We hope she will settle in very quickly and we shall soon get to know her.
The Wonderful Beast presentation between Hollesley School and Mary Warner residents
was quite outstanding (p.10). The new Visitor Centre at the Suffolk Punch Trust will
open to the public on 23rd March. (p.28).
This is a bumper issue, once again, and there are 40 pages packed with varied interest
from Bird ringing to Broadband! Enjoy reading your Village Voices.

Helen Macleod
(Editor)
Cover photo: Deer defence – Hollesley allotments (Helen Macleod)
CONTACT US

IN THIS MARCH ISSUE
Bird ringing in Hollesley
Freedom was saved here
For lovers of Suffolk
Martlesham walk
Parish Councils
www.villagevoices.org.uk

p.4
p.16
p.23
p.30
p.34, 36

Editor Helen Macleod, Colyton,
The Street, Hollesley, IP12 3QU
Tel 411232
editor@villagevoices.org.uk
Advertising Mike Adams Tel 411422
mja@sandlings.co.uk
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Contributed

Bird ringing in a Hollesley garden

The large 25-metre garden pond

Debbie Duncan

I moved to Hollesley in February 1991 having had a bird ringing licence since 1977. I
wanted to move to the coast as I love bird migration and the Suffolk coast is well
positioned to receive migrant birds to and from their breeding grounds in Britain and
Europe. That winter I quickly began planting trees and shrubs, in order to attract as many
birds as possible. Things started slowly but I soon realised that I had made an excellent
choice as ringing totals started to grow year on year until I reached a total of 1137 new
birds ringed in 1994 after ringing only 296 in my first year.

Fieldfare ringed by Rob using special pliers which protect the leg from harm. It is then
weighed and measured and careful records kept. More fieldfares than usual have been
seen in Suffolk during this hard winter.
Numbers remained constant until we bought some land at the rear of our property that
used to be an old pig farm run by Hollesley Bay Prison. Over 400 shrubs and trees were
added to the 2-acre plot despite the difficulties of buried rubbish from the old buildings
and severe droughts. Nevertheless, most of the trees are doing well now and we have
added a 35m pond to increase habitat diversity.
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Contributed
Hobby
I have learnt a lot about our local and
migrant bird species since I started ringing
in the garden. When I look back at the
annual totals it is interesting to note the
fluctuations in numbers that reflect how
various species are coping with our ever
changing world. I have even managed to
attract back some of the species that I
thought I had lost for good by creating the
right habitats. I ringed 32 Yellow Wagtails
by the end of 2000 but they completely
disappeared as populations of this and
many other sub-Saharan African migrant
species have crashed dramatically over the
last decade. In 2008 I ringed 14 (attracted
to the insects around the maturing pond).
There are many possible reasons for the
extremely worrying decline in our once
common migrant songbirds which is
particularly bad in the southeast.
Climate change is one possible answer but
but we must find all the causes and try to
www.villagevoices.org.uk

pull these species back from the brink
before it is too late.
We have ringed some really exciting birds
over the years including Hobby, Jack
Snipe, 4 Turtle Dove, Cuckoo, Barn Owl,
52 Nightjar, 2 Kingfisher, 2 Wryneck,
23 Skylark, Woodlark, 120 Tree Pipit ,
46 Yellow Wagtail, Grey Wagtail,
Waxwing, 6 Nightingale, 3 Black Redstart,
11 Redstart, 9 Whinchat, 9 Stonechat,
102 Fieldfare, 10 Mistle Thrush,
4 Grasshopper Warbler, 4 Wood Warbler,
16 Firecrest,10 Spotted Flycatcher, 5 Pied
Flycatcher, 9 Treecreeper, 7 Jay, Crossbill,
2 Mealy Redpoll, 2 Tree Sparrow,
52 Brambling and a Dartford Warbler.
We have also had some quite spectacular
records of birds we have ringed being
recovered elsewhere. Pride of place must
go to a Tree Pipit that was ringed in June
1998 and found in Morocco in March
1999 having moved a distance of 2270km.
This was the second Tree Pipit recovered
in Morocco, the first having also been
ringed on Hollesley Heath as a nestling
(there have only ever been 3 recoveries of
Tree Pipits in Africa!) This is another
species undergoing dramatic range
contraction and a species that has also
declined significantly in the garden
recently (up to 25 were ringed per year
then numbers fell away to just the odd 1,
though we are now catching 4 or 5 a year
with habitat improvements). One of our
Swallows was found on the Ivory Coast (a
distance of 5173km) and a Reed Warbler
was re-trapped by a team of British ringers
in Senegal, West Africa.
There have been many movements of
birds within Britain and Europe including
common garden species such as a
Greenfinch that had been ringed in
Norway and Blackbirds from Denmark
and Holland. Other interesting warbler
recoveries include 2 Whitethroats, one of
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which was found on the island of Ibiza on
its return to Suffolk and another found on
the Algarve heading south to winter in the
Sahel ( just below the Sahara desert). We
also had 2 Garden Warblers recovered just
south of the Pyrenees in northern Spain
that were migrating to the equatorial
rainforests of central Africa!
These are just a few of the highlights of
what has proved to be an extremely
fascinating and rewarding insight into the
lives of some of the birds that live and
pass through a very small part our
beautiful Suffolk countryside. It also
shows what a variety of birdlife we still
have if you can create suitable habitats to
attract them.
Gardeners can play their part in helping
vulnerable species by planting and
encouraging the right habitats in their

gardens. As the garden matures, I have
been able to attract more and more birds
of a greater variety of species. I now catch
over 2000 new birds a year, including an
impressive 54 species ringed in 2008
compared with an average of 44 species in
the first 15 years. I was able to use what I
had learnt from my early planting to help
me select the best plants for birds which
obviously include mainly native shrubs
and trees, though I was surprised at how
well the willows have grown in such
sandy soil. Wildlife thrives in wild
habitats, the wilder the better, so that a
rough untidy clump of nettles and
brambles is the very habitat that supports
the greatest diversity of insects that our
threatened birds depend upon.
Rob Duncan

Bird ringing is organised by the British Trust for Ornithology and takes place by licenced
ringers. It involves putting a small numbered ring around the leg of the bird which is
traceable all over the world. The size of the ring varies according to the species. Ringing,
last year, celebrated its 100th anniversary as a scientific method for studying bird
movement and ecology. The information that returns to the ringer comes from
‘controlled’ birds that have been caught elsewhere or dead birds that have either died
naturally or been shot. Occasionally birds such as geese will have rings where the number
can be read in the field such as the Glossy Ibis at Boyton last year. Bird ringing plays a
vital role in our understanding of where birds go as well as answering crucial questions
about survival and productivity. We can only hope to help protect our songbirds abroad if
we know where they spend their winters. Key foreign sites need protecting if our migrant
birds are to stand a chance. This does feel like a race against time, and is one we cannot
afford to lose.
Some of our once fairly common species such as Turtle Dove and Spotted Flycatcher
have lost up to 90% of their populations in just 20 years! Once common in Suffolk, the
Nightingale is hanging on in Suffolk but is declining- a spring without the magical song
of this enigmatic migrant is just unthinkable! (around 250 young Nightingales were
ringed in just one spring in the woodland around the Kesgrave area 50 or so years ago).
If you see a dead bird wearing a ring, send the ring itself, or the number, with details of
where and when the bird was found, to the British Museum. You will receive very
interesting details of where and when the bird was ringed and who ringed it. In February
Rob had 8 waxwings in his garden eating apples he had put on the ground. One bird had
a Norwegian ring. (Editor)
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Jack Thompson

Welcome Miss Annetts
As you may already know, we have recently added another member to the Hollesley
School staff. Her name is Miss R. Annetts, who has made big first impressions on the
whole school. She is teaching years 5/6 and all are enjoying their new teacher.
Up until now, Miss Annetts has lived in Stourbridge, West Midlands where she attended
school at Gigmill Primary which had 500-plus pupils. She moved up to Ridgewood High
and from there to King Edward VI College. Miss Annetts later studied at Worcester
University, completing her MA. She became a supply teacher in Worcester primary
schools for a year during her time at University. Then finally, last year, Miss Annetts
came to Hollesley Primary for her interview. She had lunch with our School Council and
was then taken round the school grounds (which she really enjoyed.) Lastly she was
introduced to the children. After school she attended her nerve-racking interview with
Mrs Wright and the School Governors. A few weeks later we were all told that Miss
Annetts had been decided on for our new teacher!
We were all very much excited when we heard this news. We remembered when the
teachers had come for interviews and we all
agreed that Miss Annetts seemed the
friendliest and most interested in our work.
She has introduced many new things around
the class such as a visual class timetable,
saving us guessing our next lesson. Miss
Annetts keeps us organised and busy with
interesting and fun lessons. She joins in with
activities such as: ‘Activate’ (our brain
activating exercises,) art and spelling games
and is always there to help us in any
situation. Unlike some story-book teachers
who are horrendously mean and breathe
down your neck all the time, Miss Annetts is
very kind and extremely helpful. But she
doesn’t help in independent writing and tests
when we are not allowed any help!
Soon Miss Annetts will become twenty three
and turn from Miss Annetts to Mrs Edwards.
This is all happening in April. So good luck
Miss Annetts on your wedding day and we
hope you are happy with Mr Edwards.
So three cheers for Miss Annetts! HIP HIP
HOORAY!
School reporters Georgia Donaldson and Sam Parkinson

www.villagevoices.org.uk
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From our Team Vicar

Helen Macleod

up eggs and fat which would not keep until
Easter. To think of Lent as a time of
deprivation, however, is rather putting the
cart before the horse. The word Lent, or as
it was known earlier, Lenten, is from the
Old English lencten, which was the name
of the season we now call spring. So
perhaps we ought rather to think of Lent as
a time of growth, of increasing light and
warmth.

Hollesley Church
I’m taking a welcome break from
unpacking a seemingly enormous mountain
of boxes to write this, as we continue the
process of moving into the Vicarage at 6
Rectory Road, Hollesley. Moving house
can be an opportunity to clear out stuff that
we have accumulated, things which we no
longer need or use. It can be hard to let go
of some things but when we do, we may
find the space and lack of clutter quite
liberating. Another pleasure is finding
things that I thought I’d lost.
The church’s season of Lent began this
year on 17th February, Ash Wednesday.
Often we think of Lent as a time of
austerity, of giving up something that we
enjoy such as chocolate, puddings or meat.
That is the origin of Shrove Tuesday or
Pancake Day, when households would use
February
2009
page
March
2010
page
8 8

Spring has also traditionally been a time
for spring-cleaning – for getting rid of the
clutter and debris that has accumulated
over the dark, cold winter months;
removing the cobwebs and cleaning the
windows as the increasing daylight exposes
the dark corners. Lent is a good time to do
some mental spring cleaning; to reassess
what is important in our lives, what we
really need; to get rid of some of the
mental clutter. This process may, or may
not be helped by giving up chocolate!
As part of their ‘spring cleaning’ parish
churches hold their annual meetings at this
time of year. Everyone who lives in the
parish, as well as those on the church
electoral roll, are entitled to be present at
the first part of the meeting to elect the
churchwardens for the coming year. The
second part of the meeting, when the
Parochial Church Council is elected, is
open to all on the church electoral roll.
This is an opportunity for all church
members to take part in an open discussion
on church matters. The Annual Meeting for
Hollesley is on Wednesday 17th March at
7.30pm in the church and for Boyton, on
Thursday 25th March in Boyton Village
Hall, also at 7.30pm.
Ruth Hatchett
www.villagevoices.org.uk

Day

Boyton

th

7 Mar
3rd of Lent
14th Mar
Mothering
Sunday
21st Mar
5th of Lent

Hollesley

Other Places

11.00 P.F/R.H
All Age
Service.
11.00 P.F.
Mothering
Sunday
service

9.30
D.L.
Holy Communion
9.30
R.H.
All Age Holy
Communion with
posies

9.30 Alderton, Sutton
11.00 Bromeswell
6.30 pm Shottisham
9.30 Bromeswell
11.00 Shottisham Ramsholt
3pm Bawdsey
6.30pm Sutton.

11.00
R.H.
Holy
Communion

9.30 R.H. &.L.C.
All Age Service

9.30 Bromeswell
11.00 Alderton, Sutton

9.30
R.H.
9.30 Shottisham
All Age
11.00 Bawdsey,
Communion
Bromeswell, Ramsholt
Ministers: R.H. Rev Ruth Hatchett D.L. Canon David Lowe
L.C. Reader Lydia Calvesbert P.F. Elder Pat Fleetwood
28th Mar
Palm Sunday

h

4th March – Lent Course at St John’s led by Archdeacon Judy Hunt
3rd of the course – 7.30
LENT LUNCHES
Each will start with a short act of worship
in church followed by soup and bread.
6th March at Bromeswell
Donations will be sent to help the Haiti
disaster.
13th March at Hollesley
20th March at Boyton
27th March at Alderton at the Village Hall.

WEEKDAY SERVICES
Wednesday
12pm Sutton

1st Thursday
3pm Glebe House, Hollesley, Evensong

3rd Thursday
10.30am Glebe House, Holy Communion

4th Thursday
2pm Mary Warner Homes, Communion

1st Wednesday
1.30pm Colyton, Hollesley, Prayer Group

www.villagevoices.org.uk

11th March at noon – a Lent Lunch at
Japonica Cottage Shottisham.

Church Contacts
Team Vicar:
Ruth Hatchett, 01394 412052
Hollesley Churchwardens:
Fred Stentiford, 01394 411469
Pat Shannon, 01394 411214
Boyton Churchwardens:
Malcolm Fleetwood, 01394 410409
Isobel Lilley, 01394 411409
Tower Captain:
Alan McBurnie, 01394 411517
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Angela Lawrence’s photo’s

Bringing the whole community together
The youngest
children
singing with
actions

Schoolchildren from Hollesley Primary
School shared the stage with older
neighbours to stage a remarkable
programme of entertainment called ‘Now
and Then’. It was the culmination of
months of work by the Wonderful Beast
Theatre Company with the children and
residents from Mary Warner Homes in
Boyton. Children and residents learned
about each others’ lives, and listened to
each others’ poems. They have also
experienced different forms of dance, from
South Indian folk dances to step dancing
from East Anglia, as well as singing
traditional songs. Six residents from Mary
Warner and every child from the school
took part.

Dance-drama history of Mary Warner
Artistic Director of the theatre company,
Alys Kihl, was full of praise for the
performers. ‘We were so impressed by the
children,’ she said. ‘We really loved
working in this school. The children were
quite exceptional – in their enthusiasm,
March 2010 page 10

friendliness, maturity, creativity and talent
and they worked so well together. They’ve
been a delight to work with. We would
like to work with them again.’ She
thanked Lynne Wright and her staff for
their support, and the residents from Mary
Warner.

East Anglian folktale ‘Cape of rushes’
The school’s talented band of trumpeters
opened the performance with some
excellent ensemble playing, followed by a
dance/drama history of Mary Warner
Homes. A varied programme of songs,
poems and dancing culminated in the retelling of the old East Anglian folktale,
‘Cape of Rushes’. Narrated by Annie
Firbank it brought together all the Mary
Warner performers and every one of the
school’s 50-odd pupils.
After playing two performances to packed
audiences in the village hall there was
general agreement that this collaboration
between school, Mary Warner Homes and
Wonderful Beast should continue.
Angela Lawrence
www.villagevoices.org.uk

Coming Home
A MUTT AND JEFF DRAMA FILM
Boyton Village Hall
Saturday 13th March 7.30pm
Hot dogs £1.50
Cakes and coffee for sale
Tickets £5 411409, 411079,
Hollesley Village Stores
Proceeds in aid of Boyton Church
Malcolm Fleetwood from Mary Warner Boyton
looks back on his childhood, see p.10

Mothers Union
On the 31st January at Hollesley Church
three new members were officially admitted to the Deben Branch of the Mothers’
Union and we warmly welcome them. The
following day was the monthly meeting; in
spite of the weather and absence of some
members away with their families, the
meeting was enjoyed by those present.
After the official business part of the
meeting new member Rev. Judith Andrews

Poplar Park Horse Trials—Saturday
13th and Sunday 14th March 2010
Have a day out at Suffolk’s own Horse Trials! Watch British team members and our
own local stars compete in one of the earliest and longest established of the season’s
national horse trials.
Every horse must compete in each of three
phases: dressage, show jumping and cross
country. Enjoy beautiful scenery and many
varied trade stands together with a wide
www.villagevoices.org.uk

(See p.25 February Village Voices)
told the story of Christingle. Under her
guidance everybody made their own
Christingle and the meeting closed with a
short Candlemas service.
Our next meeting is on Monday 1st March
1.30 pm at Bawdsey Village Hall. The
speaker is Mrs Ann Foulds, Action and
Outreach Co-ordinator for Mothers’ Union
in the diocese. Her subject is this year’s
Mothers’ Union theme ‘Relationships, not
Rules’. Visitors are most welcome to join
us for the afternoon. God bless you all.
Pat Fleetwood 410409
choice of refreshments. Get close to the action and experiencing first-hand the thrills
and spills of this most addictive of sports.
Car parking is £10 per car including a
programme and locals are welcome to
walk in free of charge.
Funds raised go to local charities including
Riding for the Disabled, East Anglian Air
Ambulance and Suffolk Punch Association.
Jim Hardwick
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Lent by Derek Andrews

Past Times

Winners of the Woodbridge and District Bowls League Season 1960
Front: A. Osborne, W. Rozzier, R. Middleditch (Captain), C. Lennard, A Foreman
Back: L. Button, L. Middleditch, J. Flory, F. Nunn, B. Cox, A. Todd, W. King
It will soon be time to start playing bowls again. There is a long tradition of the game in
Hollesley. How many of these players do you remember? (Editor)

Suffolk Police Authority
Independent Advisory Group

Suffolk Police Authority is appealing for more Suffolk residents to become involved in
policing matters by joining the Independent Advisory Group (IAG). This provides
independent advice on police issues, which can help shape the way Suffolk is policed.
Membership is open to any individual who resides in Suffolk. You need to have an
interest in policing and its effects upon your community. You will be encouraged to point
out any criticisms you may have, but also to offer suggestions about how the service can
be improved. The group meets at least four times a year and there may be occasions when
the IAG or individual members will be asked for advice on specific issues. It is voluntary
work, but the fact that individuals are giving up their time to support this initiative is
highly valued, so reasonable expenses are paid. If you would like further information and
an application form, please contact:
Chief Executive , Suffolk Police Authority Police Headquarters, Martlesham Heath
Ipswich, Suffolk IP5 3QS Tel: 01473 782774 Email: sarah.carter@suffolk.pnn.police.uk
or visit our website at www.suffolkpoliceauthority.org.uk
www.villagevoices.org.uk
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Grants available now!
1. Grassroots Grants programme
Grants of up to £5000 are available for Suffolk’s community groups from the Grassroots
grants programme. A grant can cover core costs, activities, projects, training, equipment,
trips and much more. If your group is addressing deprivation, which can be anything
from rural isolation to helping those less fortunate to enjoy a better quality of life, then a
grant could be available to you. You would have one year in which to spend your grant.
This unique programme turns around completed applications in just two weeks enabling
groups to plan for the present.

2. Single Gateway Grants programme
The Suffolk Foundation, in conjunction with Suffolk County Council, is seeking
applications to the Council’s Single Gateway grant-giving programme. The next closing
date is the 16th March 2010. Applications are encouraged from community and voluntary
groups who feel that a grant of up to £5000 will benefit the community they serve.
Grants are available from the six funds managed by the Foundation. These being: health,
mental health, social isolation, social care, locality and arts for all.
For application forms, guidance notes and further information on both programmes please
visit the Suffolk Foundation website at www.suffolkfoundation.org.uk or telephone
01473 734127 to request an application form and guidelines in the post or via email, or
discuss your ideas with Sue Wright.

Easter Fayre

Free holiday activities

Mary Warner Homes
March 18th at 10am

There’s something fishy
going on at the Church!

Cakes, marmalade, bric a brac
and raffle. All welcome.
Would you like to join our weekly
armchair yoga?
Mondays 2.30 to 3.30pm
£ 2.00 per session in the Mary Warner
Community room. Phone Ellie 411234

Come and join us for
Seaside crafts, games, music

Wednesday April 7th
Hollesley Church
10 – 12 noon. Ages 4 – 12
Phone Lydia 411779 or Di 411079
to book your plaice (we mean place!)

Hollesley Youth Club
In the absence of any additional volunteers coming forward to help,
Diane Coates, Chair
the youth club has now closed.
www.villagevoices.org.uk
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Mike Page

Freedom was saved here
Now to save local Broadband!

Bawdsey Manor
perceived something like the Internet. The
Many people know that here on the
actress Hedy Lamarr — history’s most
Peninsula, some eight decades ago, British
alluring technie? — laid down the
electronic engineering changed the path of
principles of the cell-phones. Less sensible
history. That is, the early radars developed
at Orford Ness and Bawdsey Manor enabled inventors canvassed death-rays. And in
many nations scientists considered using
the RAF to win the Battle of Britain and
radio waves in early-warning systems.
break Hitler’s savage momentum.
British researchers were far from unique in
Here today we have another crisis of
technology — not so world-shaking, but far seeing that combatants developing high
from trivial in local and national terms. We power at short wavelength — a futuristic
prospect — would be victorious in future
need to stop our broadband service
warfare.
declining and start it improving again.
What’s common between the stories? They But Britain was unique in developing an
effective system without awaiting that
share a moral, of a type often overlooked.
prospect. The Bawdsey scientists built
In the 1930s and 40s electronics, variously
existing medium-wave components into
labelled, generated much visionary
reliable systems, and the RAF made them
prophecy. Guglielmo Marconi distantly
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produce combat data sufficient to
do the job. The Battle of Britain didn’t win
the war, but stopped it being lost.
And afterward the miraculous stuff arrived:
a total novelty called the resonant-cavity
magnetron produced huge power at
wavelengths of just a few centimetres.
(Civilianised in your kitchen microwave, it
still does.) If one breakthrough gave
democracy the edge over totalitarian force
in the twentieth century, it was Britain’s
creation of high-precision radar (present
warfare is often a branch of electronics).
But if the simpler product hadn’t worked
first, it would have arrived too late.
Is there a parallel? Consider the swirling
prophecies from government and corporate
chiefs about the electronic wonders
awaiting, if we’re patient. As I write
George Osborne is ‘unveiling’ plans for a
superfast national broadband service to run
100 megabits per second. Wow! But around
the Peninsula present connections often
struggle to reach 100 kilobits per second
(say 1,000th of that dazzling rate). And
many connect only occasionally.
This seems ironic on the site of a historic
demonstration that you must make the stuff
that works now, work well if you want to
reach the hypertech future. So ironic that a
public meeting has been set up for March
11th 7.30pm at Bawdsey Manor itself to
discuss improvements.
The decisive product for Peninsula
broadband now is ADSL — Asynchronous
Digital Subscriber Line — and anyone
baffled may like to know that at Bawdsey
Professor Fred Stentiford will give a plainwords account of some of the problems and
solutions. We needn’t here go into detail
about just how fast it should be: the
essence is that it can deliver current
broadband sufficient to let most people
carry on their business and run their lives.
But it needs careful organisation, and in
www.villagevoices.org.uk

many parts of Britain — not just here —
people wonder if that’s in place. There is
fair reason to think that Peninsula
broadband traffic now exceeds the capacity
of the Shottisham exchange (actually in
Hollesley) to deliver for the 1,151
residential and 44 non-residential addresses
linked to it.
We don’t want to claim total knowledge,
and still less to run a Bash-BT campaign.
But the point of a public meeting is to draw
local experience into an accurate picture.
This may lead to an active group
monitoring developments: pressing our
broadband suppliers to make adequate
provision for growing need. You may like
to fill out a questionnaire before the
meeting on March 11th by going to
http://tinyurl.com/shottishambroadband.
Otherwise our business and professional
community — and the infrastructure we all
depend on — may not exist when the
glorious future arrives.
Bruce Page
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Your Letters

– Always a pleasure to read

Dear Editor,

Dear Editor,

I refer to the letter from Neil Pettifer in
January Village Voices regarding his
grandfather John Flory. He was my
teacher and liked sport, especially
cricket. I always remember when he
batted he would stick his artificial limb
in front of the stump so we could never
get him out. His daughter Kathleen and
my sister Mary were the greatest of
friends so knew all about the scandal
mentioned in Village Voices and that he
was reported to be a ladies’ man who
A week later I was taken to hospital by my loved dancing. I also knew about the men
husband, and after tests I was told I had had who dished out the beating to the
a heart attack, which was a shock to the
unfortunate man on the edge of the
system at just 49. The following day, when Heath.
Cheryl found out, a beautiful bunch of
flowers and card appeared, with offers to do John Flory and my Dad were in the
anything for my husband that she and
Home Guard at the same time. Sorry I
Adam could do, even cooking him a meal. have no photos of him but remember him
Then other cards appeared from Nicola, and as an imposing figure about 6 foot tall
Keith and Isobel whom we had never even with a big round face. His hair was
met!
thinning and he wore clip-on rimless
spectacles.
I wanted to write this letter to thank
everybody for their concern and best
I was sad to learn of the passing of
wishes. We know that we made a good
Kathleen in 2005 and that her ashes were
decision moving to Boyton. I am feeling a
scattered at Shingle Street. Knowing this
lot better now, back home and looking
I will walk with fond reverence on this
forward to a happy and friendly life in
beach as I so often do.
Boyton.
Once again, many thanks for a great
Val and Bob Morling
magazine which I have enjoyed reading
while being stuck in owing to the bad
Cottons Acre, Boyton
weather of late.
My husband and I moved into Boyton in
January after a house exchange, to downsize and be closer to our daughter and
grandsons who live in Alderton. The day
after we moved in there was a knock on the
door and we were met by Nicola (from next
door) with a box of the most beautiful
home-made muffins we have ever tasted!
Shortly after there was another knock and
we were welcomed by Cheryl our other
neighbour.

What a lovely letter. Thanks for writing and Ray Middleditch, Walton, Felixstowe
our very best wishes to you for a complete
recovery from the Village Voices Team
See the photo including John Flory in Past
(Editor)
Times p. 13 (Editor)
www.villagevoices.org.uk

March 2010 page 19

March 2010 page 20

www.villagevoices.org.uk

Hollesley WI
Those who braved the elements to attend
the first meeting of 2010 in the Village
Hall might have found themselves wishing
they were back in the old venue of the
Bowls Club. The hall being so much larger
was a little chilly, but with coats kept on
members soon warmed up once the
meeting got under way. The reason for the
move was expanding numbers – too many
now to be accommodated in the Bowls
Club - and we have already attracted two
new members. The speaker for the evening
was Micky McBurnie who gave a most
entertaining talk on her desire to learn to
fly and obtaining her commercial pilots
licence.
The
darts
teams
were
hoping
that their
weekly
practices would stand them in good stead
for the heavy programme of matches
scheduled for February. However, at the
time of going to press only one match each
had been played. Both A and B teams
played Bramford and were each severely
trounced - losing both matches 2-0. This
was something of a disappointment to the
squad after last year’s success but we are
not downhearted and will go in heads held
high and darts blazing to the next match.
Further (hopefully better) results will be
announced in next month’s Village Voices.
As a final round up to the Christmas period
a trip was organised to see the Eastern
Angles production of Mansfield Park and
Ride, a comic and musical extravaganza,
loosely based on Jane Austen’s novels. The
verdict of those who saw the performance
www.villagevoices.org.uk

was that it was one of the company’s best
productions to date.
More news next month of future events and
speakers. Do come along as a ‘Visitor’ at
7.30pm on 2nd Thursday of the month to
see if you would like to join us especially
if you are any good at darts! Julie Kitson

Alde and Ore Futures

February Village Voices showed how our
communities worked together during the
bad weather in January. The village shop
kept us all supplied with the essentials and
the Coastguards delivered prescriptions to
people who couldn’t get to the
surgery.
I am working with a group of
people from 20 communities in
the Alde and Ore area in
conjunction with the town,
parish and district councils and
we are looking at issues that affect
us all. We are trying to get people’s views
about their experiences during the heavy
snow:
•
•
•
•

How did local services respond?
How was information communicated?
What worked well?
What didn’t work well?

This information will be used to help to
draw up emergency plans for the area.
We are also interested in your views about
traffic in the area:
•
•
•
•

Where are the bottle-necks?
Where is heavy traffic a problem?
Where is speeding a problem?
Any other traffic related issues.

Please email me with your views.
Debbie Pipe
Debbie.pipe@suffolkonline.net
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Shepherd and Dog Darts
On January 13th we had the first of the
return fixtures in the Hollesley League. We
were at home to Orford Sports who we had
already beaten in the league and knock-out
cup, by 7 games to 2. G Creed was up first
and won 2-1, C Lennard was beaten for the
second time by D Nessling who has a hattrick of wins against the Shepherd in our 3
meetings this season. Wins
for P Knights, J
Copping, S Copping
and R Wright sealed
the victory. Jeanette
was again victorious in the
ladies and moved to within 3
points (1 win) of the top spot.
For the doubles games P Knights
made way for Kyle Wright. The
Shepherd won 2 and lost 1 giving
another win against Orford of 7 games
to 2.
January 20th was away to Woodbridge
Football Club. J Copping got us off to a
good start winning 2-1. Phil Knights
scored a 180 and doubled our lead to 2-0
and then, in a surprise reverse, R Wright
scored a 180 and lost. Matt Lennard also
lost before C Lennard restored our lead 32. G Curtis played the sixth game which
both teams desperately needed. Sadly it
went to Woodbridge so the score at the end
of the singles was 3-3. Jeanette’s run of
good form also crashed as she lost 1-2.
Needing 2 games from the 3 doubles the
Shepherd played the same 6 players. R
Wright and G Curtis won in the first game,
2-1, followed by C Lennard and J Copping
the second, and the match, 2-1. Phil
Knights and Matt Lennard were unlucky
losers in the final game, 1-2. But the match
was won 5-4! During this game, James
Knights (Wickham George) was busy
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texting us with the score from their game
against the Legion. The George came out
on top thus putting the Shepherd back on
top of the league.
The semi-final of the Knock-Out Cup
against the Wickham George was played at
Leiston Con Club. J Copping was up first
for the Shepherd and had a narrow victory,
2-1, the double on to start in this
competition proving difficult for
both players – and many others to
follow. R Wright was next and lost
1-2 followed by another defeat for S
Copping 0-2. Garren Creed had an
excellent game and won 2-0 followed by
another 2-0 victory by captain Carl
Lennard. Phil Knights played the last
game and was very unlucky and lost 1-2.
Score after the singles was 3-3.
J and S Copping played the first doubles
and ran out easy winners 2-0. G Creed and
P Knights had a tough pair to beat and lost
by the same score 0-2. In the final game it
was the Shepherd captain and R Wright
against the Wickham captain, W Gardiner,
and R Buttle. The Shepherd won the first
leg helped by a 140 from Lennard. We lost
the second to excellent scoring by
Gardiner. In the final leg to decide the
match it was Wickham who took the
advantage and went clear of the Shepherd
by almost 200 points, but scoring counts
for nothing in this game as they had more
than a dozen darts at the doubles to win
the match. Eventually the Shepherd captain
left R Wright 36 and he hit double 18 with
his first dart to win us the match and put
us in the final against the Leiston Con
Club who, in the other semi-final beat
Woodbridge F C.
C. Lennard

www.villagevoices.org.uk

Especially for lovers of Suffolk!
From two of our very own readers
Peggy Cole MBE has had a long and very
interesting life in rural Suffolk She
experienced the harsh reality of farm life as
a child, became famous as the mother in the
film Akenfield, and raised many thousands
of pounds when she opened her garden to
the public.
In this CD she tells the story of her life in
her own inimitable way, simply, clearly and
all in the lovely Suffolk accent which we
hear increasingly rarely these days. Listen to
her in the kitchen while you are preparing a
meal, and wonder at the way life has altered
so much in just a generation or two.

Robert Simper must be one of our most
prolific writers! How does he do it? Here is
yet another book about this area. This one is
about the glorious coast right on our
doorstep.
Robert has known, farmed and sailed this
area since he was a boy, and knows it like
the back of his hand. He has also talked and
listened to so many of those who are part of
the Suffolk way of life.
In this new book, stories, anecdotes and
facts are interspersed with lovely photos, of
everyday life, work, people and places.

Both the Peggy’s CD and Robert’s book are
for sale in Woodbridge booksellers
(Editor)
www.villagevoices.org.uk
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Helen Macleod

Shingle Street Coastguard

Coastguard cottages

Hi once again.
No incidents to report this
time but we did have part
of the fence stolen from the
Bawdsey Remote site
which is at the bottom of
the ariel in the grounds of
Bawdsey Manor.
Apparently it was the
aluminium that the thieves
were after. We have had it
repaired and also had three
security lights fitted.
That's it for now, until
next time, safe passage.
Roy Clark

Alderton Surgery staff and patients would like to thank the Coastguards for being able
to collect and deliver medication to people during the recent spell of bad weather. Their
help and assistance proved invaluable, especially to those who could not come and collect
Once again, thank you!
their medication from the surgery.

Boyton Environment Group

After a slow and cold winter, the green shoots of spring are upon us with March warming
up and a string of activities. Please come along to Boyton Village Hall at noon on the first
Saturday of the month to find out what is happening or to get involved.
Dust off the cobwebs, dig out some gloves and bring a flask for a walk down to Boyton
beach on Saturday 13 March for the quarterly beach survey and clean. Meet at Boyton
Village Hall at 11am and get a cream egg for all who take part.
Let us know what you’d like from your community at a lively event in Boyton Village
Hall on Saturday 27 March, 10.30am until noon with free tea and biscuits. The Open
Space Theatre will help us to explore your ideas or concerns in an entertaining way to
help make Boyton and Hollesley a better place to live. Topics will range from community
space / woodland, forest playground, community wind turbine, bulk buy insulation and
solar products as well as local food production.
Finally, the next bulk oil buying date is for delivery by Easter. The last order totalled over
11,000 litres and we managed to get a very good price saving at least 2ppl off the nominal
rate! Order requests should be registered by Wed 31 March.
All enquiries about any of the above to Boyton.co2@btinternet.com
Or call Andrew on 411720.
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Philippa Kempball Welch

A Blog – from the horse’s mouth

May at RDA carriage driving
Hello, I’m May, a fourteen-hand Haflinger pony and one of the twelve horses stabled at
the RDA in Sutton. We decided to do a blog straight from the horse’s mouth. After all it
is not often that we horses get the chance to put our side of the story. So we drew straws
and I’m the first to have a go.
Let me start off by saying that I don’t ‘do’ riding, although we Haflingers are pretty good
all-rounders, my strength and temperament means I am better being a carriage horse. I
pull a trap designed to take a wheelchair for those clients totally dependant on their
carers, like Nick and Philip for instance. It’s funny, they really come alive, once they are
aboard and are given control of me. When Philip says ‘May, trot on!’ off I go and Nick
can even turn me round for the homeward leg, which really gives him a sense of
achievement. They always come up to thank me and usually offer me a carrot, which is
not to be sneezed at when I see how fast the hay bales disappear!
Frankly, I can’t wait for this cold winter to pass. We are very hardy breed, but the boggy
fields and muddy gateways are beyond a joke, we really should be issued with waders.
When the weather does clear up, they will want us to start driving again. What worries
me is that many of our present handlers are getting a bit long in the tooth and they will be
needing more help. Weather permitting, we drive throughout the week and all our helpers
are volunteers and a good bunch they are! We all get a kick out of what we all do, if you
will pardon the expression. If you have an hour or two to spare, why not come along any
day between 10 to 12 am Monday to Friday, to ride a bike in front or behind the
carriage,(yes its Health and Safety again!). You will be very welcome.
Must go – I can see my feed being prepared and some I know are not choosy as to whose
feed they eat ! In haste……… May

Riding for the Disabled Association Hollesley Group
Incorporating Carriage Driving
Contacts: Centre 410014 Shirley Green 411251
www.villagevoices.org.uk
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From our Country Kitchen
Casserole of rabbit and apple ( by Nigel Slater)
serves 4
One thing we do have lots of round here, is rabbits. If you
don't shoot them yourself, they are very cheap to buy. I have found that rabbit can taste
rather strong so I soak the pieces in vinegar water overnight. [1 dessertspoon of vinegar to
1 pint of water]
8oz dried haricot beans
3 tbls olive oil
1 large rabbit, jointed
4 butcher’s sausages, cut into four
2 medium onions, sliced
1lb dessert apples, peeled, cored and
chopped

3 sprigs rosemary
2 tbls flour
2 bay leaves
1 pint cider
1pint stock

Soak the beans overnight, drain then bring to the boil in fresh, unsalted water. Cook until
tender, drain and set aside. Set the oven at 180C /gas mark 4.
Warm the olive oil in a thick-bottomed, lidded casserole. Add the rabbit and sausage
pieces, in batches, to brown on both sides. Transfer the meat to a plate and add the onions
to the casserole. Cook until tender.
Add the apples, allowing them to brown. You might have to use more olive oil. Stir in the
rosemary, bay leaves and the flour. Slowly stir in the stock and cider, bringing the mixture
to the boil. Add the beans and then the meat and any juices from the plate. Place the
casserole in the oven and cook for 1 to 1½ hours until the rabbit meat is tender. Add
more liquid if required. Check seasoning, remove bay leaves and serve with baked
potatoes, which can be cooked in the oven at the same time.
Pauline Austerfield

Bird Walk guided by ornithologist
Oliver Slessor
Meet at Banter’s Barn, Boyton Sat 13th March 9am
A 3hr walk, during which we should see Redshank, Dunlin,
Curlew and maybe Avocet; also wildfowl (e.g. Wigeon, Teal,
Gadwall) and possibly even the Barn Owl. Be prepared for a
muddy walk and of course do bring binoculars/ a telescope.
Donations in aid of Boyton church restoration
www.villagevoices.org.uk
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It’s been a long, hard winter. But
it hasn’t stopped our grooms and
volunteers getting on with
regular tasks looking after our
livestock, and making headway
with the outdoor work that needs
to be completed in time for our
opening to the public on 23
March. Working in quite extreme
weather conditions, the animals
have been cared for, landscaping
completed, new fencing installed
and a path cleared through the
wood. Trees have been identified
and labelled and the pond cleared
and enlarged.
Meanwhile, in the visitor centre
we’ve been fitting out the coffee
shop, gift shop and exhibition
Head Groom Tracey Pettitt with Colony Charlie
area. The latter will feature
displays on wildlife, food
arrival time. This is because we need to
farming, blacksmithing, agricultural
spread attendance through the day.
machinery and transport with the emphasis Tel. 01394 411327 or email
throughout on the role of the Suffolk horse. krystyna.smithers@suffolkpunchtrust.org
To ensure a high quality visitor experience, Sponsors have come forward to provide
we’ve also been meeting with and
two Large Black pigs which the public will
choosing suppliers of the various
be able to see along with the Red Poll
commodities and services we will need.
cattle, Suffolk sheep, Ixworth fowl and
And a lot of work has gone into organising Silver Appleyard ducks.
activity rotas for our volunteers, based on
Fundraising initiatives are a constant
their preferences, skills and availability.
activity. As one of Ipswich Town Football
We are keen that the villages and our
Club’s nominated charities this season, we
supporters have the opportunity to see the
held a bucket collection outside the ground
new visitor centre as soon as possible. We before the Ipswich Town versus Newcastle
will be running a pre-public test day on 12 match in September. Suffolk Punch Colony
March and are inviting you to visit and
Charlie was braided up in Ipswich Town
experience all aspects of the stud and
blue and white colours and he helped raise
visitor centre on that day. We will ask you an amazing £1600 for the Trust.
to complete an evaluation form afterwards
Following the success of the 2008
so that we can use your valuable feedback. Christmas Bazaar, many traders have been
If you would like to come please contact
in touch asking if the event is going to be
me as soon as possible to arrange your
held again. Hosted by Jo Kelleway at
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Suffolk Punch Trust

Countess Wells farm house, the 2009
Christmas Bazaar raised a fantastic £1100.
The enormous variety of goods on sale this
year included umbrellas to handbags, hand

decorated cakes to children’s books and
wooden toys, and jewellery to jams and
chutneys. The whole festive occasion was
held in a cleared out barn and stable with
the dispossessed mare and foal temporarily
living at The Colony Stud.

Nigel Baker

We should be in pretty good shape for
opening on 23 March. We will then be open
between 10.00 and 16.00 six days a week
(closed on Mondays except for Bank
Holidays). We will be open throughout
Easter and open seven days a week during
July and August.
Thank you all for your fantastic support
and enthusiasm. It is only due to friends,
volunteers, fundraisers and the enormously
generous funders – large and small alike –
that this dream is at last becoming a reality.
We look forward to welcoming you.
Krystyna Smithers
General Manager
Horse in the snow

www.villagevoices.org.uk

March 2010 page 29

Pauline Austerfield

Martlesham Walk

Martlesham Creek
This walk has beautiful views of Woodbridge, Martlesham Creek and the Deben. It is
best to avoid during high spring tides as the path along the beach at Kyson Point may be
impassable. After all the rain, the path was very muddy between the Point and the top of
Martlesham Creek.
Distance approx 5 miles (6 miles if you visit the Red Lion) Time 2 1/2 hours
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

7.

Park in Broomshill car park in Woodbridge. Walk down the private road, over
the railway bridge, bear left and follow the path down to the river.
Turn right along the beach to Kyson Point then continue up Martlesham Creek
At the head of the creek turn left then left again. The path goes through
woodland and a boatyard.
At the Smugglers Run sign turn left and continue with the creek and trees on
your left.
At Troublesome Reach turn right down the wooden steps and over a bridge.
Follow a ditch on the left until the next footpath sign.
Turn left over a plank bridge. Bear right towards a metal gate. Go through and
follow the signs up a grassy track. At the T junction in a spinney turn right and
continue up the track towards the church.
Turn right and walk up the path to the church and enter by the side door.
St. Mary the Virgin was recorded in the Doomsday Book although most of
the existing building is 15th Century. The stained glass windows are Victorian
and are the most glorious colours. There is also an original wall painting of
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St. Christopher which had been painted over by Cromwells' troops. Exit the
side door and walk round to the front of the church. Follow the tarmac path
through the graveyard and out onto a lane. (The graveyard was full of
snowdrops in February)
8. Carry straight on down the lane then at the stile and footpath sign turn right.
The path drops down through a wood.
9. If you wish to visit the Red Lion take the next footpath left which goes through
the wood for approx 1/4 mile to a residential road (School Lane). Bear right
and the Red Lion will come into view ahead. If not, carry straight on and you
will rejoin the path at the head of the creek.
10. Retrace your steps along Martlesham Creek to Kyson Point and the carpark.
Pauline Austerfield and Val Dudley

Readers are reminded that they can buy 20 Walks on the Peninsula produced by Village
Voices at Hollesley Village Stores, local pubs, shops and Tourist Centres for just £3.99

www.villagevoices.org.uk
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AMATEUR GARDENERS/VOLUNTEERS WANTED
Members of the Hollesley Village Hall Management Committee
are clearing the garden behind the Village Hall and are
looking for willing helpers to assist them.
Just turn up on

SATURDAY 6TH MARCH
from 9am – 12noon.
Contact Dennis on 411707 for more details.

HELP IS ONLY A TICK AWAY.

HomeShield Plus is a Self Referral Scheme whereby older members of the public will
be able to call the service to try and get the help they need, instead of a referral being
needed. Helpline number 0845 603 4715
These are just some of the problems that HomeShield Plus may be able to help the public
with.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

They are having trouble making ends meet
Their home is too cold
They can't get to the door easily
They find it hard to keep your home tidy
They find it hard to cook or to shop
They are worried about safety and security in their home
They can't hear the doorbell
They are having trouble reading
They are lonely and rarely get out of the house
They are having falls

A phone call to the helpline will reach a Co-coordinator who will check over the
phone if the caller is eligible for help. If so, a visit will be arranged by one of a team of
specially trained HS+ Visiting Officers. The Visiting Officer will call round to see what
type of help is needed and then the HomeShield Plus Coordinator will set about contacting
the agencies, which could organise the help.
HomeShield Plus could make a real difference to peoples’ lives in just the way that Suffolk
HomeShield has already helped many hundreds of older people around the county.
Peter Lickert
Snr CRO – East Area
www.villagevoices.org.uk
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Boyton Parish Council
NOTES FROM THE BOYTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
WEDNESDAY 10th FEBRUARY 2010 .
Attended: five Parish Councillors, PC Andy
Warne, three village residents.
The meeting to discuss poor quality of
broadband rescheduled for 11 March 2010.
PC Andy Warne had no crime to report in
Boyton. Some local domestic heating
oil/diesel thefts and also scrap-metal theft.
Security-scheme now available to elderly
residents.
Rhona Sturrock absent but provided a brief
report. The Government not to take
statutory decision on local government
structure in Suffolk. Will invite all
stakeholders to a Convention to reach a
consensus. Suffolk Coastal is now higher
on the list for Coastal Funding, after
consultations with the Environment Agency.
£1.5k secured for coast and estuaries in
Waveney. SCC is working for faster
broadband. Suffolk Coastal almost bridged
£1.6K budget gap for 2010/11.
Andrew Cassy advised cancelled
Community Workshops to be replaced with
‘Open Air Theatre Group’ performance.
Bulk oil system still successful.
‘Beachwatch’ exercise on13 March.
SCDC approved planning application for
land adjoining Old Bell. PC supported
application by RSPB for cattle-housing
shed at Banter’s Barn. Request for an
additional parish councillor post submitted.
Approval awaited.

E-mail from the SCDC re: Planning Dept
discussed. Clerk to liaise with Richard
Jesty and submit reply.
Discussion re: e-mail from Communities
Sub-Group/ Alde & Ore Futures Project
concerning Emergency Planning measures.
Natural disaster the only one requiring
response at village level. The means of
‘cascading information’ needs to be
investigated. Communication an area of
concern; poor quality of broadband /loss of
power. The clerk to reply on these lines.
Some eligible Boyton residents not
included on the current electoral roll. Clerk
to investigate and advise re: inclusion
rights.
A new Boules League may include Boyton.
PC supported idea. Richard Jesty to
research.
Dr Stentiford advised village green swings
in need of repair. Clerk will apply to the
‘Playspace Scheme’.
Dr Stentiford referred to the recently issued
LAIS notice 1291 re: Post Office Banking.
Clerk will respond with council’s support.
Additional banks invited to join?
The next meeting (AGM) at 19.30 18 May
followed at 20.00 by Annual Parish
Meeting.
Allan Hall

Parish Council Website: www.onesuffolk.co.uk/boytonpc
e-mail: boytonpc@aol.com
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Skywatching – save money and see the sky
In last month’s Village Voices, the editor reported on the Copenhagen Climate
Conference. She listed one of the measures we could take to reduce our carbon footprint,
‘turn off streetlights’. Astronomers everywhere will heartily agree.
Light from poorly designed streetlights (light pollution) scattered by the atmosphere,
greatly reduces the visibility of the night sky. On a clear night, a dark location can testify
to the profusion of celestial jewels that are visible. Major constellations are usually
recognised from the brighter stars that form their outlines. In a dark sky, the wealth of
fainter stars can make it difficult for us to find these normal landmarks.
The orange glow of wasted street-lighting stains the sky far beyond urban streets. A
visitor from central Africa, arriving in England at night and viewing London from 30
miles, could be forgiven for thinking that the Great Fire was still in progress.
The average street lamp sends out light in all directions. A lamp shield would direct all
light to the ground, thus allowing us to drastically cut the energy bill, whilst still
maintaining the same level of illumination. UK light pollution wastes roughly¾ million
MWh of electricity annually, and generates nearly 1 million tons of CO2.
Domestic ‘security’ lighting often creates blinding dazzle. Studies show that security
lighting does little to reduce crime – burglars too, need to see what they are doing!
Exposure to light at night can affect the human immune system, and may increase
susceptibility to some cancers. Many birds and animals are confused by stray lighting,
deterring them from established foraging areas, and affecting breeding cycles.
This picture from satellite photos, shows huge areas of industrialised countries ablaze
with wasted lighting. If we could reduce some of this, it would benefit us all.

The Earth at night as seen from space (NASA/DMSP)
Ray Larsen
www.villagevoices.org.uk
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Hollesley Parish Council notes from the
meeting of Thursday 10th December
PC Warne (SNT) told the meeting that
there had been 5 crimes in the Parish since
12 November, 18 crimes at the prison. The
Mobile Police Station will be visiting the
village on 11 March between 8.45-9.45am.
There had been several thefts of heating
oil, red diesel and scrap metal in the area.
He also informed the meeting of the start
of the Home Shield Scheme, designed to
help vulnerable and elderly people in their
homes, details of this were to be advertised
locally.
Mrs Sturrock (District Councellor)
informed the meeting that the Boundary
Review of Suffolk had been put ‘on hold’.
The Secretary of State had disagreed with
the idea of Ipswich becoming a Unitary
Authority and the options for the rest of
Suffolk that had been put forward, so the
review was to involve further discussion
locally before any decisions would be
made, after the general election.
Grass cutting tenders were opened and
discussed at the meeting. It was agreed to
award the tender to Suffolk Coastal
Services, being the best value for money
for the village, for grass cutting needs over
the next 3 years.
Planning permission had been granted for
The Post Office and Stores extension and
HMP Young Offenders Institution, Warren
Hill, for the erection of a 60 cell house
block.

Recycling The hard standing had been
completed at the Village Hall, the dates of
when the bottle banks would be re sighted
would be advertised on the banks once this
had been arranged.
Duck Corner was in the process of being
made safer for road users. This work would
be finished once the electricity works in
the area had been completed.
Deer culling Concern was expressed at the
meeting on the effectiveness of the deer
culling on the common as the herd was
causing problems for road users. It was
suggested to ask the Highways department
if more visible signs could be put up to
warn drivers.
These are notes of some of the points
raised from the meeting and do not
constitute agreed minutes. The minutes
will be available to view on the notice
boards after the next meeting on 11
March 2010.
Noelle Gore, Parish Clerk.
Thank you to both Boyton and Hollesley
Parish Councils for keeping us informed by
sending notes to Village Voices from their
meetings.
(Editor)

Errata Apologies for 2 errata in February Village Voices (Editor)
1. The film ‘Coming home’ was made by Louis Neetling of Mutt and Jeff. The author
Rebecca Adlington wrote the story.
2. The picture in the Sorrel Horse (p.15) shows Dawn Kay and not ‘Ray’ as stated
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Black, beautiful – and bonkers!
especially in your garden or
shed - sometimes four times
in a single season. It is
highly adaptable, tolerates
disturbance, will eat almost
anything, and is found all
over the British Isles,
especially in cities, towns
and suburbia, where it is ten
times more abundant than in
farmland, despite the cats
and traffic.
And yet during the snow,
when food intake would
seem to be the only route
How are the blackbirds in your garden,
to survival, the blackbirds seemed
after the savage cold spell? I hope they are
suicidally bone-headed: whilst all the others
flourishing, like ours in Parsons Hill. At the
got on with the job of eating as much as
height of the snow and cold, we had nearly
possible, the male blackbirds were
a dozen feeding in our small garden.
obsessively territorial, and used up vital
Robins, chaffinches, goldfinches, starlings,
energy chasing all over the garden trying to
dunnocks, blue, great and coal tits,
drive them away, instead of feeding.
woodpigeons and collared doves also
Neurotic and belligerent they may seem,
turned up for the food – and an occasional
but their behaviour obviously works for
pied wagtail, mistle thrush, carrion crow,
them, and what could be better than the
jackdaw, rook and black-headed gull.
liquid flutings of lots of male blackbirds
from our TV aerials and chimneys in the
The blackbird is one of our most successful
spring?
birds, and ticks all the necessary boxes in
the survival stakes. It is so indifferent to
Laurie Forsyth
people it will nest almost anywhere Blackbird and cotoneaster berries
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Local Contacts
Hollesley Village Hall Bookings

Christine Gillespie

411562

Boyton Village Hall Bookings

Val Murray

410117

Hollesley School

Lynne Wright (Headteacher)

411616

Welcome Club

Marian Collins

411262

Hollesley Womens Institute

Gina Forsyth

411727

Mothers Union

Pat Fleetwood

410409

Hollesley Players

Sharon Culley

01728 688446

Whist Drives

Jill Cocksedge

411108

Hollesley Bowls Club

Roy Winchester

411564

Indoor Bowls

Nigel Smith

411549

Youth Club

Diane Coates

411091

Hollesley Badminton Club

Chris Andrews

411126

Junior Soccer

Keith Banthorp

01473 737474

Judo Club

Julie Jolliffe

410483

1 Sutton Brownies

Sonja Patterson

420576

Hollesley Playgroup

Amanda Johnson

Hollesley Parent and Toddler

Kerry Simoes

411603

Emergency Planning Coordinator

Barry Towler

412009

Suffolk Link Bus

Sadie

Marine Life Rescue

Head Office

Hollesley Parish Council

Dennis Driver (Chairman)

411707

Noelle Gore (Clerk)

411032

Keith Lilley (Chairman)

411409

Alan Hall (Clerk)

411432

District Councillor

Rhona Sturrock

411082

County Councillor

Rosie Clarke

412178

Hollesley Bay Day Centre

Audrey Shelcott

411776

Community Police Officer

PC Andy Warne

01473 613500

Hollesley Commons

Nick Mason

Community Car Service

Janet Gardiner

st

Boyton Parish Council
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07947 887497

0845 604 1802
01825 765546

411150
01473 630866
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