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from the editor
Dear friends
In this month’s issue we report on some
events that have happened recently:
Tara Foy tells us about the Suffolk
Punch Open Day on p25, and Di Barnard reports on the Live Music Night
on p13.
Congratulations to the Judo Club who
were given a ‘Bronze Clubmark Award’
from Sport England in January. I’m
sorry that lack of space prevented me
from including a full report on this, or
on the success of their recent tobog-

ganing and parents nights which were
enjoyed by all.
We also look ahead to some forthcoming events, with notices regarding Bawdsey and Hollesley village
fetes, ‘Tea in the Garden’ at Alderton,
Quizaid at the Shepherd and Dog and a
Race Night at Bromeswell Village hall.
I hope you enjoy this issue.

Rob Claxton

Editor Helen Macleod, Colyton,
The Street, Hollesley, IP12 3QU
email editor@villagevoices.org.uk

Diary Debbie Pipe
tel 01394 411976
email diary@villagevoices.org.uk

Advertising Mike Adams
tel 01394 411422
email mja@sandlings.co.uk

Copy deadline for the June issue of
Village Voices is 10th May

Cover Photo: Poplar Park Horse Trials, Rob Claxton

Elgar
with the Ipswich School Chapel Choir

Saturday 23rd May 2009, 7.30pm
Snape Maltings Concert Hall
Tickets at £10, £13 and £15
available from Pat Naysmith (01728 689066),
Snape Maltings Box Office (01728 687110) or
any member of the choir.

www.woodbridgechoralsociety.org
www.villagevoices.org.uk

Bawdsey Spring Bank Holiday Fete
and Fun Dog Show
Monday 25th May 2009, 2-4pm
at the Bawdsey Recreation Ground

Come and enjoy the attractions
Teas and Cakes
Miniature Train Rides
Morris Dancing
Grand Draw with prizes galore
Punch and Judy
Fete stalls
Proceeds towards maintaining Bawdsey Village Hall
and Recreation Ground
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Spring is sprung!

Boyton Church Restoration

Helen Macleod

This splendid mimosa tree is in full
flower at the garden of Peter and Joan
Bingham just beside the allotments.

The septaria staircase at Boyton Church

Boyton Church has been in need of
restoration for many years. A few years
ago we were fortunate to obtain an
English Heritage grant towards repairs
to the roof. Further grants were obtained from the Alan Evans Trust, the
Allchurches Trust, the Charles French
Trust, The Really Useful Group, The
Scarfe Charitable Trust and the Suffolk Historic Churches Trust. The roof
repairs were completed in 2006 but
there were insufficient funds to start
repairs to the tower and its extremely
rare septaria staircase (see photo).

Above, a fine display of blackthorn
blossom on the road to Shingle Street.
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A further application was made to English Heritage and we have just heard
that we have been successful! In the
www.villagevoices.org.uk

latest round of grants Boyton was the
only Grade II listed church to obtain a
grant in the East of England. I would
expect that Boyton church will soon be
re-graded at Grade II* like Hollesley.
The grant is for £115,000. We still have
to raise a substantial sum ourselves to
do all the work.
Our architect, Tony Redman MA
FRICS IHBC, writes the following
about the turret staircase:
Boyton has probably the most interesting turret staircase in England. Interesting, that is from the point of view
of the stone used in its construction,
for whilst the core of the construction
along with the tower uses the local
cragstone, the steps have been formed
in septaria, described by Alec Clifton
Taylor as a stone which “scrapes the
barrel” of building stones.

sides. The feat of incorporating them
in a spiral staircase is exceptional and
probably unique, but they were doomed
from the outset, being prone to cracking caused by shrinkage as they dried,
and also unreliable under compression
forces.
Very little septaria is now available for
building purposes, so when we come
to repair the steps we will probably
use alternative methods and materials,
which will also enable us to retain as
much as possible of the original stone
in this extraordinary stair case.
Tony is researching the use of natural
building stone in Suffolk and Norfolk
and would be pleased to hear of any
unusual stones or uses in the area.
Fred Stentiford

Septaria was used from Roman times
for rough walling, as it was by the
twelfth century builders of Framlingham and Orford castles. In the eighteenth century it was burnt to form Roman cement which had a distinctive red
appearance redolent of roman plaster.
It is usually found as nodules, although
this may be because the stone weathers
very easily, and as the stones dry they
form internal cracks or septums which
give it its name.
Boyton Church stairs have been formed
of very large lumps of septaria, the
largest known in any building in the
UK, and the only ones carved on three
www.villagevoices.org.uk
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Our Village Hall
Armistice Day, 11th November 1958
was a great day for Hollesley, because
it saw the signing of a land conveyance
that transferred property from glebe
land owned by the Church Commissioners to the Parish Council for the
benefit of the village. In the archaic
legal phrase…the said property was
purchased with the intention that a Village Hall for the use of the inhabitants
of the said Parish of Hollesley should
be erected thereon. The purchase price
of the land was raised entirely by
public subscription: the same willing
source also provided the funds to construct the Village Hall when building
commenced a decade later.

glorious new Hollesley Village Hall
was opened that October. The official
opening ceremony was held in March
1969. ‘It was the best village hall in the
county when it was built,’ recalls Pam
Charity.
The Parish Council Trust Deed of 1965
called for three Trustees, (Mr Claude
Marshall, Dr. Colin Shannon and the
Rev. John Gates) and the formation of
a village hall management committee
with representatives of every society
and club in the village, plus two coopted members, and Pam, who held the
posts of Secretary and Treasurer for 30
years.

In 1990 the management committee
celebrated the 21st anniversary of the
The hall replaced a decaying military
opening of the hall with a wine and
Nissan hut dating from the Great War
cheese party organised by Mrs Florthat had been used for meetings and
rie Marshall. The hall had been a great
events. Primitive it may have been, but
success as a focus for Hollesley’s activolder residents will recall how popular
ities, which included badminton, youth
it was. Construction of the new buildclub, play group, bowls club, guides
ing was completed in 1968, and the
and brownies, needlework classes,
keep fit, line dancing,
WI, bingo, Hollesley
Players, craft classes,
slimmers, weddings,
birthday parties, whist
drives, cheese and
wine parties, harvest
suppers, coffee mornings, bazaars, baby
clinic, dog shows,
dances, concerts and
political meetings and
elections!
The Village Hall was officially opened in March 1969.
But that was then.
Are you in the picture?
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Laurie Forsyth

Today, the Village Hall needs YOU!
Did you go to the Hollesley village
fete last year – or to the Village Voices
Open Day just a few weeks ago?
Friends met friends and made new
ones. There was gossip, endless cups
of tea, games, soup, laughter, raffles,
stalls, cakes and photographs. Village
organisations waved their flags and got
new members, and lots of people supported local charities by donating, or
volunteering.
What great days they were. Better than
great – they were perfect! Each was a
fine celebration of Hollesley and the
neighbouring villages, created by the
drive and enthusiasm of volunteers, but
made possible simply because we have
a fine village hall.
Sad to say and harder to believe, our
vital village hall is now under real
threat of closure. These are difficult
times, and the mathematics are grim:
the cost of running the hall is greater
than its income. We are simply not
using it enough, and in the short term
the Village Hall committee must boost
its income this year, and plan ahead to
reduce running costs in the long term.
The everyday services, amenities and
facilities that previous generations took
for granted in every village community
have been whittled down to the skeleton: shops, local bus services, pubs
and even churches are all subjected to
the same stone-faced dogma: use it or
lose it.

Management Committee secretary Christine
Gillespie and PC Chairman Dennis Driver

How can the committee increase usage of the hall this year? New village
activities? More village parties, weddings, concerts and dances? Commercial company events from outside Hollesley? Increasing the hire cost? Your
ideas are vital, and urgently needed.
The committee also needs people to
make ideas actually happen, or to give
a few hours now and then just to help
out.
The future of your Village Hall is in
the balance – and you could make the
difference.
Please call Dennis (01394 411707) or
Christine (01394 411562).
Laurie Forsyth

www.villagevoices.org.uk
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Laurie Forsyth

From The Revd David
Murdoch

email, but I will, of course, make them
known.
Life contains many experiences of
loss, but they can lead to new beginnings. During May we continue in
the churches to celebrate Easter. My
favourite resurrection appearance, the
one on the Road to Emmaus (Luke 24,
13–35) speaks of a Christ who walks
alongside us on the journey of life,
even though we often fail to recognise
Him. Eventually however, he makes
Himself known, and encourages us to
share His joy.
Revd David Murdoch

All Saints, Hollesley

A

t the end of May my wife and
I hope to be moving from the
large old Orford Rectory into a newer,
smaller one. I remember reading that
moving house is meant to be one of
the most traumatic experiences of life
except for bereavement and divorce.
However this move will be much
easier in that we will be staying in
the same community with the same
kind friends around who support us
so much. My new address will be
The Rectory
Front St
Orford
Woodbridge
IP12 2LN

At the time of writing I do not know
whether it will be possible for us
to retain our telephone number and
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Horse Race Night with Supper
Saturday 2nd May
The eight parishes of Hollesley and
Shottisham Clusters are holding a
Horse Race Night at Bromeswell
Village Hall. Supper provided but
bring your own drink and glasses.
An evening of fun testing
your form reading skills

Entry £5.00 - Tickets available from
01394 410409 (numbers limited)

Let’s Get Quizzing
at the nationwide Christian Aid Week

Quizaid
Please bring a team of 6-8 people or
just bring yourself to join in with others, to:
The Shepherd and Dog, Hollesley
on Sunday May 17th at 8pm
www.villagevoices.org.uk

Minimum donation of £2 per head,
draw prizes really welcome. It was
good fun last year—let’s make it even
better this year.
Di Barnard, 411079

WEEKDAY SERVICES
Wednesday
12pm Sutton

Church Contacts
Team Rector:
Revd David Murdoch, 01394 450336
Hollesley Churchwardens:
Fred Stentiford, 01394 411469
Joan Butcher, 01394 411689
Boyton Churchwardens:
Malcolm Fleetwood, 01394 410409
Isobel Lilley, 01394 411409
Tower Captain:
Alan McBurnie, 01394 411517

1st Thursday
3pm Glebe House, Hollesley, Evensong

3rd Thursday

All Saints Sutton
Flower Festival

10.30am Glebe House, Holy Communion

4th Thursday
2pm Mary Warner Homes, Communion

The Year In Flowers

3rd Monday

June 6th and 7th 10am to 4pm
Festival Songs Of Praise 4pm

2.30pm Colyton, Hollesley, Prayer Group

Day
rd

3 May
Easter 4

Boyton

Hollesley

Other Places

11.00 PF
All Age
Worship

9.30 DL
Communion

9.30 Alderton, Bromeswell
11.00 Sutton
6.30 Shottisham

9.30 DL
All Age Communion

9.30 Alderton, Bromeswell
11.00 Bawdsey, Shottisham,
Ramsholt; 4.30 Sutton

10th May
Easter 5
17th May
Easter 6

11.00 DL
9.30 LC
Communion All Age Worship

21st May
Ascension Day

9.30 Bromeswell
11.00 Alderton, Sutton
6.30 Bawdsey

7.30pm Team Eucharist
Revd Judith Andrews and Revd David Murdoch

24th May
Easter 7

9.30 DL
Communion

9.30 Shottisham
11.00 Bawdsey, Bromeswell
and Ramsholt

31st May
Pentecost

10am Hollesley & Shottisham Clusters Joint Eucharist, Sutton Church
Revd Canon David Lowe

Ministers:
		

DL Canon David Lowe		
LC Lydia Calvesbert (Reader)

www.villagevoices.org.uk

JA Rev Judith Andrews
PF Pat Fleetwood (Elder)
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Bawdsey Radar

Hollesley Youth Club

The Transmitter Block
opened again at Easter
with many new displays
and items of interest. The reconstruction of the Operations Room is a
‘Project in Progress’ still requiring the
following items: 4 Manequins (2 male,
2 female), 1 1940’s WAAF uniform
with battledress style top, a black
bakelite telephone and 3 wooden chairs
(slatted style or similar). If you can
help please call Dee on 07702 372029.

As you will have seen in the April Village Voices Vanessa has stepped down
from the Youth Club. Also several
others of the original team who started
the Club have left. Club members and
their parents greatly appreciate all
their efforts over the last 3 years. At
the Extraordinary General Meeting on
8th April Diane Coates was appointed
as the new chairman. Other roles have
also been filled to ensure that the Youth
Club continues to run.

The Transmitter Block, which includes
the Magic Ear Exhibition, will be open
during May on Sunday 3rd, Monday 4th,
Sunday 24th and Monday 25th. Opening
times are 12.30pm to 4.30pm with the
last entry at 4pm. The entrance fee is
£3 for Adults. Children are admitted
free. Please check the website, www.
bawdseyradar.org.uk for updated information. Special visits or talks can also
be arranged by phone 07821 162879 or
email: info@bawdseyradar.org.uk.

However in September, other long
standing committee members will be
leaving and volunteers will be needed
to fill their positions to ensure that the
Youth Club continues to flourish. If
anyone is interested or would like more
information please contact me or Debbie.

Walking the Parish Footpaths
Sunday 17th May
We are lucky in Hollesley to have
many lovely footpath walks. How well
do you know them? By tradition on
Rogation Sunday, 17th May, we will be
meeting at Hollesley Village Hall at
2pm. Whether you enjoy a short stroll
or a long walk we would be pleased if
you can come and join us.
Alan Shelcott
www.villagevoices.org.uk

Please note: No youth club on 6th May
(Hollesley Players will be using the
hall), nor on 27th May (half term).
Diane Coates tel 411091 or
Debbie Pipe tel 411976

Midnight Walk
Six WI members are taking part in this
year’s 8 mile ‘Midnight Walk’ on Saturday 23rd May which will raise funds
for St. Elizabeth Hospice.
Anyone willing to sponsor the walkers
please contact Joan Butcher on 01394
411689.
May 2009 page 11

Boathouse café
Opening times
March and April
Friday, Saturday, Sunday 11.00 am – 5.00 pm

May to September
Thursday to Monday 11.00 am – 5.00 pm

October and November
Friday, Saturday, Sunday 11.00 am – 5.00 pm

The Quay, Bawdsey, Woodbridge, Suffolk IP12 3AZ

Tel 07900 811826
www.boathousecafe.co.uk
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Thank You
May I take this opportunity of thanking
everyone who has supported the Coffee Mornings held in Alderton Village
Hall. My reasons for starting the coffee
mornings were to offer a community
service and to raise money for the Alderton Playground Equipment Project.
With a group of volunteers, we have
held seven coffee mornings and since
starting last October, have raised £1938
in total (including the Christmas and
Easter raffles). The coffee mornings
have now finished until we start again
in October. So thank you to everyone
who supported these events, without
your support every month we would
not have raised so much money for the
Playground Project.
Bev Lambert, Alderton

Tea in the Garden
I am now organising a charity event in aid
of St. Elizabeth Hospice.
To be held at 18 Hollesley Road, Alderton
on
Saturday 11th & Sunday 12th July
from 2pm−5pm both days
Teas, Coffees & Home-made Cakes
Plants & Fresh Produce
This event will be open to the
general public
Entrance fee will be by donation
Donations of plants and home-made cakes
will be greatly appreciated.
www.villagevoices.org.uk

Live Music Night

Thank you everyone who came to
listen to or to dance to Fooled by
Puckered Lips and The Gordon Bennett
Band. It was a great night.
The four young local musicians were
congratulated on their originality and
talent by The Gordon Bennett Band
and told to make a CD quickly. Gordon
Bennett’s new lead singer was a blast
and had almost everyone dancing. If
you weren’t able to be there you missed
a treat.
Di Barnard

Police appeal for information
Between the 1st and 4th April a diesel
engine and pump unit stored in an
open shed in a field off Boyton Road
Hollesley was struck several times
with an iron bar causing extensive
damage.
Were you in the area over the times
given? Did you see anyone acting
suspiciously? Anyone with information
about the incident or the offender is
asked to call Woodbridge Police on
01473 613500 re. WO/09/597.
Police Direct Team
May 2009 page 1
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Christian Aid Week
May 10th−16th
We appreciate that many people are experiencing the credit crunch and giving
may be difficult. However, for those
Christian Aid work for the crunch is
chronic. In Ethiopia millions of farmers need food aid after failed rains.
Christian Aid works with Water Action,
an Ethiopian organisation which has
begun to provide safer drinking water for 55,000 people in an arid area,
building small reservoirs, laying pipes
and capping wells. Currently people in
the area have to make a six hour round
trip every day in the dry season to fetch
water. People trek with their children
and donkeys to fill cans with muddy
water infested with worms.
Water aid also plans to build cattle
troughs and it half way through a programme of planting 950,000 seedlings
that will reforest an area and turn back
the desert. And good news—the EU
has promised to quadruple any money
raised through Christian Aid for Ethiopia. Please put what you can in the red
envelope when it drops through your
letter box.
Di Barnard

Mothers’ Union April Meeting
After a long and dreary winter, we
were whisked away to various areas of
Africa by Mrs Gillian Berry Co-ordinator of Mothers’ Union Worldwide.
There are numerous projects such as
literacy, parenting programmes, workshops, caring for hundreds of HIV/
Aids orphans and many others to help
improve life and maintain the progress
of the people. It made for a very interesting afternoon, giving us an insight
of how our African sisters live and pass
on their skills to others.
It makes us very grateful for so many
things we have that we tend to take for
granted—education, food, clothing,
medical health care and many other
things. Our style of living contrasts
very strongly with the day to day hardships that they live with as a norm.
Our next meeting is Monday 11th May,
1.30 pm Bawdsey Village Hall. Everybody is welcome to join us as a visitor;
our speaker will be Mrs Peggy Sargent,
her subject ‘Forever Amber’. There is
parking available at the village hall.
Pat Fleetwood

Bell Tower Appeal
The wining numbers in the 200 Club
March draw were 38, 35, 27 and 32.
The winners shared a prize fund of
£205.
Peter Harper
www.villagevoices.org.uk
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Diary—M
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thurs

To have your event listed here, please contact
Debbie Pipe on 01394 411976
or
email diary@villagevoices.org.uk
Bank Holiday

4 Welcome Club, 2pm

5 Badminton, 8-10pm

6 Hollesley Pla

Hollesley Bay Gym

Mobile Police
8.30-9.45am

Parent & Tod
1-3pm
Yoga, 7.30pm

11 Hollesley Bay Day

12 Badminton, 8-10pm 13 Hollesley Pa

Centre
Mobile Library

Council AGM
Hollesley Youth Club
7.30-9pm

Parent & Tod
1-3pm

Hollesley Fet
Shepherd &
Yoga, 7.30pm

18 Welcome Club, 2pm 19 Badminton, 8-10pm 20 Parent & Tod
1-3pm
Hollesley Youth Club
7.30-9pm

Bank Holiday
Half Term
Bawdsey Fete and
Fun Dog Show
2-4pm (see p.3)
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25 Hollesley Bay Day

26 Badminton, 8-10pm 27

Centre
Mobile Library

www.villagevoices.org.uk
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sday

Friday

Saturday

1 Boyton Coffee Morning 2 Table Tennis, 3-5pm

Whist Drive
Boyton Village Hall
7.15pm

7 Hollesley Players

Grand Race Night, 7pm
Bromeswell Village Hall

8 Hollesley Players

9 Copy Date

10

June Village Voices

Spring Fair, 2pm
Hollesley Bowls Club
Pavillion

Whist Drive
Boyton Village Hall
7.15pm

e Station

3

Boyton
A Cassey 411720

& Cake Stall
10.30-12pm
Boyton Village Hall

Hollesley & Oak Hill
Social Club Live Music
The Aldertones

ayers

Sunday

ddler

arish
M

Karaoke Hollesley & Oak
Hill Social Club

14 Whist Drive

15

16 Walking Parish

Boyton Village Hall
7.15pm

Paths, meet 2pm
Hollesley Village Hall

Hollesley & Oak Hill
Social Club Live Music
Apache

Quiz Aid, 8pm
Shepherd & Dog
Hollesley

17

ddler

te Meeting
& Dog, 6pm

ddler

21 Whist Drive

22 Sutton Coffee

Boyton Village Hall
7.15pm

23 Woodbridge School 24

& Plant Morning, 10am
Sutton Memorial Hall

Swing Band
Sutton Hoo, 11-2pm

Karaoke Hollesley & Oak
Hill Social Club

28 Whist Drive
Boyton Village Hall
7.15pm
Hollesley & Oak Hill
Social Club Quiz

www.villagevoices.org.uk

29

30

31

Charity Pub
Quiz, 8pm
Shepherd & Dog
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Your Letters -

keep writing , we love to hear your views and stories

Dear Editor
After the coldest winter for some years
most of us are looking forward to being able to spend time outside in the
garden and enjoy the fresh air as the
days become warmer and longer. All
too often that dream is destroyed by
the selfish behaviour of those who light
bonfires, driving everyone else in the
vicinity indoors behind closed doors
and windows, protecting themselves
from the resultant filthy and obnoxious
smoke.
If you even think about lighting a bonfire, before you do please think again;
please think about the open windows
of other villagers through which your
smoke would blow; please think about
those—the children and the elderly—
with respiratory problems made worse
by your smoke; please think about
those with clothes drying on their
washing lines; please think about those
just simply enjoying being outside in
the clean country air; then change your
mind and decide to become a good
neighbour and don’t light a bonfire, today, tomorrow, next week, next month,
or ever again.
Garden bonfires belong to a bygone
age. They have no part in the 21st
century when the damaging effects of
inhaling smoke, whether from tobacco
or from any other source, are so well
known. Our pubs and work places are
May 2009 page 20

smoke free, lets us make sure our gardens are smoke free too.
Roger R Dawson
Hollesley

Dear Editor
Having enjoyed Tom’s cooking in his
previous situation we were delighted
to see that he and his family had taken
over the Shepherd and Dog. We have
been several times to eat and not been
disappointed. All his produce is locally
sourced, home made and cooked to
order. This means it is not fast food but
good food worth waiting for.
Amongst the delicious dishes we have
eaten have been: Moules Mariniere;
home made beefburgers; confit of
duck; haddock with shrimp sauce; liver
and bacon; sirloin steak and chips, plus
the most imaginative and tasty puddings.
Tom has been trained by Gary Rhodes
and it certainly shows. We would recommend if you have not already done
so to have a meal at the Shepherd and
Dog.
Also put the 27th of June in your diary
as this year Tom will also be doing the
BBQ at the Village Fete.
Pauline and Stewart Austerfield
Hollesley
www.villagevoices.org.uk

Michael Lucock

Dear Editor
With reference to: Past Times – 5 oz
piece of Amber found at Shingle Street
submitted by Sarah Margettai to Village Voices, April 2009.
The Gold of Shingle Street in the
form of Amber has always been a
subject of much interest to my family
‘The Lucock’s of Shingle Street’. My
Grandfather William James Lucock
was a coastguard at Shingle Street for
24 years which ended on his retirement
January 1948. He lived in Veronica
Cottage. My late father Henry James
Lucock was also born there. He eventually moved to No 4 Coastguard Cottages where I was born in 1934. Our
family goes back even further to when
Shingle Street was becoming established and a further two generations of
Lucocks lived next door to the Lifeboat
Inn and saw the building and the development of this popular landmark.
Throughout this long period the Seashore at Shingle Street was walked
time and time again where Flotsam and
Jetsam was picked up and taken home
if it was of value or interest. During
this period one of the great pastimes
was the collection of Amber and Sea
washed coal. The amber was made into
necklaces for the ladies and occasionally even Jet was discovered amongst the
coal to make stunning fashion items.
Sarah’s article was of much interest in
that the 5 oz of Amber found by William Mannell only just beats one of the
three pieces found by my family over
www.villagevoices.org.uk

Amber found by the Lucock family

the years. The enclosed photographs
show two pieces in a polished state
and one piece in its natural unpolished
state. The larger of the three pieces
weighs 4.5 oz. To polish the rough raw
Amber it was sanded down with fine
sandpaper and then polished for many
hours using Brasso (the metal cleaner)—this brings up the high shine. Can
any reader beat the size and weight?
I am always interested in reading The
Village Voices which provides the local
stories centred around my childhood
days (and beyond up to the present).
May 2009 page 21

Another point of interest is Mr. Hyslop where articles by Alec Burwood
and Val Dudley are of much interest
as Mr William Hyslop does come into
my family tree. His wife Jessie was a
Langmaid much like my Grandmother
Althea Langmaid who have a long
family background connected with
Shingle Street.
Michael Lucock
Tewkesbury
michael@lucock.freeserve.co.uk

I had found it. I arranged a clean up
one Saturday morning, only six youngsters two of them nine and good old
Derek Andrews turned up. It was like a
mouse taking a bite out of a large piece
of cheese.
As I worked at the Colony I asked the
Governor for help and thanks now to
Mrs Butcher the strimmer can still be
heard on most Tuesdays, and now ranks
with one of the best on the Peninsula.
As for the new burial ground, the
Council make a list of do’s and don’t’s
which I think must have been incinerated. Mr Collins does a good job where
he can get his mower, but the original
plan was for headstones only, perhaps
the Council should make that clear to
the bereaved for when they pass on it
will be a lost cause.
P Bingham

Dear Editor

PS another church yard story and mystery next issue.

Re: Village Cemetery - April issue
It was good to know the Parish Council
are keeping an eye on our cemetery.
It took me back a few years ago when I
joined, a greenhorn, with no knowledge
of council procedure, but though lacking brains I do love a challenge. I soon
found one, when I visited the War Memorial which is sacred ground to me
and noticed the only tomb stone I could
see had to be over 6 foot tall. Bingo!
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A New Arrival
As I write this we are recovering from
the Open Day held at the stud. On
behalf of The Suffolk Punch Trust can I
say a huge Thank You. The support we
received from many of our neighbours
and readers of Village Voices was tremendous. The sun shone all day as the
stud welcomed around 4000 visitors. It
was lovely to see you there. The funds
raised will be put to very good use.

Photo supplied by Tara Foy

Just as everyone was recovering from
the very busy Open Day we had a
further bit of excitement—then there
were 2!

The Trust’s new arrival
She was born at 11pm on Wednesday
15th April; the latest arrival (as yet unnamed) is thriving and mum is doing
a great job looking after her with the
help of Bruce, Tracey, Richard and the
volunteers.
We have another event at the stud:
Grand Draw and Party Night on
www.villagevoices.org.uk

Friday 8th May 2009. For further
information please have a look on the
website or contact Caroline Donsworth
on 01728 621682 or email sptfundraising@tiscali.co.uk. Visit our website
to check out the events page for 2009
www.suffolkpunchtrust.org.
Tara Foy
suffolkpunchtrust@hotmail.com
Tel: 07841 778658 (evenings & weekends only)

Do you want a village bus
service?
All of you received a transport survey
form with your April copy of Village
Voices. This was not just about buses
but also about other forms of transport
and car sharing.
Just 35 forms have come back to me—
or about 5% of the 700–800 that were
delivered. Some people may think the
form does not apply to them. Did you
find it confusing or difficult to fill in?
Then just have your say in the ‘comments’ box at the back. Please send or
bring me your form. I will gladly give
help to anyone who is not sure what to
do.
We must tell the County Council that a
bus service is important in a rural area
such as ours. It’s up to us to say what
we want—NOW. It’s not too late! Suffolk County Council have given us an
extension to May 15th.
Helen Macleod, 411232
see address on p.3
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Sixteen members travelled to Martham
to the Anglia Regional Championships
in March. It was a great day right from
the start, with the younger players on
the mat first. This was the first time we
have had a senior turnout for a long
time and everyone fought extremely
well, winning the majority of their
contests.

Matt Vinson from Alderton took 5th
place in his first ever competition outside of the club. They were all a credit
to the club and again put our name on
the map as one not to be forgotten!
Julie Jolliffe − 2nd Dan
Senior Club Coach
Julie Joliffe

Martham Judo Competition

The total medal tally for that day was 8
gold, 4 silver and 4 bronzes—not bad
for a small club out in the sticks—
I heard someone say! Out of the 16
players, Ben Hartman from Shottisham
won gold, Jason Hones from Sutton
Heath won gold and both his children
Rosie and William won bronzes. Jade
Baker from Hollesley won bronze and
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Hollesley School visits the Royal Opera House
were excited and we didn’t know what
to expect. The Opera House was massive. It was certainly amazing before it
had started!
The orchestra were mind blowing, all
the different musical instruments and
brilliant musicians. I’d like to be in it
one day. There were lots of different
instruments such as trumpets, trombones, cellos, gongs and violins but
most people’s favourite was the harp.
The harp sounded beautiful and when
people heard it they were amazed at the
musician’s talents.

Outside the Royal Opera House

On the 30th March nearly the whole
school (Years 2-6) went to the Royal
Opera House to see the Royal Ballet
dance Swan Lake. It was one of the
best visits the school has ever done.
The day started at 8.15 when we
arrived at school. We were all very
excited, because for some people this
was their first trip to the Royal Opera
House. The journey seemed very short
and we were doing well for time. When
we reached our destination we walked
to Covent Garden and enjoyed our
lunch in the sunshine.
Then we went into the Royal Opera
House. It was very busy so we had to
stick together. When we walked in we
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Then the curtains opened. Wow! People
were thrilled. There was so much to
look at, the dancing, lighting, special
effects, scenery and fabulous costumes. Everybody was overwhelmed.
The dancers were amazing, how they
all kept in time. We all admired them
and I was trying to find somebody who
was out of time, but I didn’t succeed.
We thought it was great how the male
dancers can jump really high. It was
like they had springs in their shoes!
We all thought the costumes they were
wearing were brilliant and there were
so many different dresses and uniforms. The ladies’ dresses went from
bright, flamboyant, red to calm and
beautiful white. We liked all the feathers that the swans had and all the glitter
on their dresses shimmered in the light,
which made it extra special. The men
had a variety from smart colourful
www.villagevoices.org.uk

uniforms to evil magician. They were
the best costumes I had ever seen and
it must have been difficult for Rothbart
to dance because his costume looked
heavy.
The stage had magnificent scenery and
was very convincing. We were amazed
at all the work they must have put into
it to make it so special and how quickly
they could change from one scene to
another. On top of all that the lighting
and special effects added to the atmosphere and helped to make the story
come alive. It was all amazing.
To top the day off we had lunch in Covent Garden, the weather was lovely and
sunny. Then the bus driver took us on
an extra special sight-seeing trip. We
saw lots of famous London sights and
even saw the site (and buildings) of the
2012 Olympic Stadium.
Altogether the trip was great and I
would love to do it again. I can’t think
of anything bad, it was a most memorable day.
School reporters: Sarah Anderson and
Natalie Whitney

PS You may have heard of the Race
for Life for Cancer Research. This year
Natalie and Sarah are doing a 5km
run for it. Between us we are trying to
raise £100. We would be very grateful if you would sponsor us. If you
are interested in sponsoring us please
call 01394 411236. Thank you.
Natalie Whitney and Sarah
Anderson
www.villagevoices.org.uk

Scorpions’ season to savour
The football season is drawing to a
close and Sutton Heath U10s, aka the
Scorpions, can look back on another
year of steady progress. We have currently amassed 54 points between the A
and the B teams with a combined playing record of W17, D3, L12. It would
be great to secure one more win from
our two remaining matches so that
we can say we won half the seasons’s
games. Given that two years ago we
never won at all, this is real progress.
This year we lost a couple of good
players, with the one lad moving on to
Woodbridge and our lone girl going on
to the Ipswich Academy. These moves
are great for the kids concerned and
they left us with our best wishes. This
did leave two big holes to be filled and
it is a great credit to the team that the
boys that have come in have been up to
the challenge
But a season is more than just statistics
and results—it is about memories of
games and incidents. Highlights for me
are two fantastic games against Kirton
at home where both the A and B teams
were almost perfect.
Thanks to all the mums and dads that
have helped during the season and well
done to all the boys for a really great
season. Hopefully you will all be back
for more when we hold the club’s signing-on day on July 4th.
Ian Coates
Manager SHFC U10
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Shepherd and Dog
Darts

P

W

L

F-A

Pts

Legs Diff

Woodbridge Football Club

11

9

2

60-39

27

+37

Hollesley Shepherd and Dog

11

8

3

66-33

24

+53

Wickham Market George

11

8

3

53-46

24

+14

Grundisburgh Dog

11

6

5

50-49

18

+7

Orford Sports Club

12

6

6

43-65

18

-39

Leiston Constitutional Club

11

2

9

43-56

6

-32

Woodbridge Legion

11

0

11

36-53

0

-49

On March 11th Carl Lennard and Dean
Bailey found themselves in the semifinal of the Captains and Vice-Captains
Cup. We met the Woodbridge FC pairing and, in a game that could have gone
either way, it was Woodbridge who
got to the final, where they lost to the
hosts, The Grundisburgh Dog.
On March 18th the Shepherd had a bye
in the league. The top team, Woodbridge, beat Wickham George by 5
games to 4. So Woodbridge stayed top
and the Shepherd moved into second
place above Wickham.
On March 25th the Shepherd travelled
to Orford knowing if we won our last
2 matches we would be runners-up or
even league winners. Our captain got
off to a shaky start, losing the first leg
but recovering to win 2–1. J Copping,

James Knights, G Creed and L Copping all had narrow victories. Steve
Copping won 2–0. Orford don’t have
much luck against the Shepherd but
they are one of the teams which has
managed to beat Woodbridge FC.
Jeanette Knights was again victorious
in the Ladies League.
Phil Knights and Mathew Lennard
were given games in the doubles. Phil
and L Copping lost 1–2 while Matt and
S Copping won 2–0. James Knights
and C Lennard won 2–1. The match
result was 8–1.
The Shepherd must win away at Leiston, in the last match of the season, to
have a chance of winning the League.
Woodbridge FC, however, need to win
their game away at Grundisburgh.

P

W

L

F-A

Pts

Hollesley Shepherd and Dog

11

10

1

21-5

30

Leiston Constitutional Club

11

9

2

20-6

27

Grundisburgh Dog

11

6

4

13-12

18*

Orford Sports Club

12

6

6

13-13

18

Woodbridge Football Club

11

5

6

13-12

15

Woodbridge Legion

11

1

9

2-18

3*

Wickham Market George

11

1

10

4-20

3

More importantly, Jeanette
Knights must win at least one
leg of her match to tie for top
spot and her opponent could win
the League if she beats Jeanette
2 games to 0 (see Ladies League
table at left).

* void game, no lady players present
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The Knock-Out Cup Final was on
April 1st at the Wickham George. The
Shepherd and Dog played Woodbridge
FC but, as has been the case all season,
they were too strong and we lost 4 of
the 6 singles, J Knights jnr and J Copping were our victors.
J Knights jnr and M Lennard played
the first doubles game and were unlucky to lose 2–1. Yet another trophy
goes to Woodbridge! Score 5–2.

Since Hollesley Bowling Club won
Lottery Funding, 15 years ago, for a
new pavilion, car park and automatic
watering for the green, numerous improvements have followed to buildings
and machinery, while membership has
grown. Our licensed bar and catering
facility keeps members in touch for the
whole year and subscriptions are kept
low by the income generated and the
efforts of club members in undertaking
the upkeep of the bowling green and
the buildings.

Carl Lennard

Summer Bowls At Hollesley
– roll up, roll up!
Activities commence at 2pm on Sunday 3rd May when present members
will have a chance to stretch their
muscles.
After extensive rejuvenation, the bowling green promises to be in splendid
condition in our 57th year and a full
programme of league matches, cup
games, Open Tournaments etc has been
arranged.
On the 3rd May we would be delighted
to welcome anyone who wishes to
sample the game of bowls. Equipment
will be available and basic instruction provided. All you need is a pair of
shoes with no heels. Trainers or carpet
slippers will do the job of protecting
the playing surface.
www.villagevoices.org.uk

While older members have great pride
in seeing the club prosper, and remember the poorer times, there is concern
that we are failing to attract younger
members to the club. The Youth Club
visited on a June evening last year and
a very enjoyable time was had by all.
We hope to have a repeat this June
and hope that they will persuade their
parents to consider playing.
Many of us regret not coming to bowls
sooner, but leaving it as a retirement
activity. This is too late to achieve recognition in a wider area.
Please join us on May 3rd to find out
what you could be missing. It is also a
nice place to sit, gaze and have a cup
of tea.
Roy Winchester, Hon Sec.
Always available for more information
– 01394 411564
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They’ve gone! But they haven’t gone
very far! The firebreak up from the car
park for Upper Hollesley Common,
nearest the village, is now clear of
Travellers. They have left Upper Hollesley Common. The gates can now be
put in place and next week the sheep
will be back on and soon the Exmoor
ponies will be arriving.
Those of you who felt intimidated
about going up there, and that’s a lot of
us, can now go in total freedom.
Unfortunately the Travellers have not
gone far as they are in the Forest. It
may not be long before they are moved
from there—where will they go then?
We have done some work to clear
trees and scrub near the road as part
of avoiding collisions with deer. This
should enable regular cutting of the
bracken etc. behind the roadside trees,
so we encourage grass and a better
view of the deer that might be there.
More gorse and bramble will, hopefully, be removed from the roadside.

Nick Mason

NEWS FROM THE COMMONS
an update from Nick Mason

Bird News

A Purple Heron has turned up in the
area. It was first seen on the RSPB
marshes towards the river. Since then
it has moved around a bit and has been
visible from Oxley Marshes.
This is another species that seems to be
increasing in recent years and 3 birds
spent the summer at Minsmere two
years ago. It is slightly smaller than a
Grey Heron and has a brown head and
neck and dark grey wings which show
when the bird is flying. There are black
stripes on the head. This bird is an
adult, showing some crest feathers.
Interestingly some years ago I identified a Purple Heron which used the
same areas. All us locals considered it
a Purple Heron but the bird was not accepted by the relevant committee!

Hollesley Village Hall
Lovely modern, well heated venue
Attractive kitchen and bar area,
staging and an excellent dance floor.
Meeting rooms available
Very reasonable hiring charges
For bookings and quotes contact:
Christine Gillespie 01394 411562
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This is Asparagus season and if you don’t grow
your own there is plenty to buy
locally. It’s an ingredient in the
following recipe which also uses all
the new season vegetables and salad
leaves.
a GardEn SaLad—FOr 2 PErSOnS
½ lb small new or salad potatoes—washed
1 dozen baby new carrots, washed, topped and
tailed
A handful each of small broad beans, peas,
mangetout or sugar snap peas
1 dozen radishes, washed topped and tailed
6 spears of asparagus, cut into 2 inch pieces
1 lettuce, washed and separated into leaves
Any other salad leaves—rocket, cress, chard etc
2 eggs hard boiled
½ dozen chive and mint leaves, chopped for
the dressing
3 table spoons of virgin olive oil
1 desert spoon of Dijon mustard
1 table spoon of white wine vinegar

Cook the
potatoes until tender,
cool and halve. Remove the egg shells
and quarter the eggs. Boil the carrots,
peas, beans and asparagus for a couple
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of minutes
so they are
still crisp. Slice the
radishes. Mix the dressing. Put all the ingredients into
a large bowl. Pour over the
dressing and with salad servers, gently
toss the salad so everything is coated
with dressing. Transfer onto plates and
serve with crusty bread.
As the season advances you can add
tomatoes, cucumber, celery etc.

There were lots more ideas for asparagus in the June 2008 edition of Village Voices which is available on our
website.
NB My recipe last month did not come
out quite correctly and should read:
1 lb peeled potatoes - cooked
and mashed with butter and milk.
Tab should read tbls, ie tablespoon.
The 2 rashers of streaky bacon are
to be sliced and added to the grated
cheese on top of the mash.
Pauline Austerﬁeld
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Local Walks - Butley
Map OS Explorer 212

Distance approx 4 miles
Time taken approx 2 hours

This is a good walk for all seasons
along quiet lanes and tracks with no
stiles.

1. Start from Butley Oyster pub,
cross the lane from Hollesley
and then turn right along Mill
Lane towards Butley Pottery.
2. Continue along Mill Lane until you
reach Butley Mills, just past the large
ponds on your left. Go past the derelict
building on your right, then turn right
near the metal gate and follow the
footpath up the hill. There are good
views across to Butley River from here.
3. Follow the footpath across the first
field to the tree and turn right at the
white arrow marker to the sandy track
(Suffolk Coast and Heaths path).
4. Turn left and follow the track
all the way to Butley Low Corner.
You will see the Church and old
village school across the fields
on your right along the way.
5. At the tarmac lane, turn right to the
crossroads at the main road junction
and go straight across along the road
marked Melton and Woodbridge.
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6. Follow this lane into the woods. A
good view of Butley Priory Gatehouse
opens up to the left. Continue to the
end of the woodland.
7. Opposite a road junction to the left,
take the footpath to the right. Follow
the yellow arrows till you pass through
the belt of trees.
8. At this point, although the line of the
path marked on the current OS map
can still be traced going diagonally
across the field, the Right of Way has
been diverted. Turn left and walk along
by the trees to the corner of the field.
Turn right here and walk along the top
of the field almost to the next corner.
9. At another new yellow arrow, turn
left to bring you onto the original
footpath line once more. Now cross the
next field, go straight ahead at the field
boundary and carry on down the slope.
10. The grassed recreation area
to your right is the site of the old
Butley Middle School (featured
in Village Voices January 2009).
Continue down the slope to come
out at the pub (where a notice
explains the footpath diversion)
and return to the starting point.

Debbie Pipe and Val Dudley
www.villagevoices.org.uk

Map and illustration by Richard Pipe
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