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Dear friends,
It’s pumpkin time! Well done to
Pauline, seen here with her 2 stone
pumpkin.
Try out her recipes in Country
Kitchen on page 31. There is seasonal
advice for Halloween on page 10 and
details of Boyton bonfire and Harvest
Supper on page 15.

Photo Supplied

At this time of year we think of our
forces: those who died in the two
World Wars or those who are away
just now serving overseas. Some have
gone from Rock Barracks and we
wish all of them well and a safe
return. Read about ‘Villages at War’
in this month’s feature, page 6 and
the plane which crashed on Hollesley
Common in 1943.
Watch Hollesley bells on ‘Inside Out’
Wednesday 5th November
7.30pm BBC 1.

Pauline Austerfield with her 2 stone pumpkin
Helen Macleod (Editor)
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School Photographer

Outdoor activities at Hollesley School

Children in The Patch
The school has great grounds and we are
now able to do lots of our work outside in
the outside classroom for shelter. We can
do English outside and we have a great
view of the sea and get ideas for some
descriptive writing work. Years 3/4/5/6 also
do a maths trail where we can do maths
outside. Everyone is given a card with a
number and they look for the card and that
has a sum. They work it out and then look
for that number.
The whole school can visit The Patch in
Hollesley which is a private nature reserve.

It is a wonderful place where we do new,
exciting things. We are very lucky to be able
to visit it all year round. In the summer
years 2, 3 and 4 went to The Patch to do
some pond dipping and to find out about all
the different creatures that live there. At this
time the school pond was new and did not
yet have much wildlife in it.
At The Patch the old years 5/6 went to do
some filming about something getting lost.
When we were filming one group did more
of a realistic story by actually losing their
prop – the ring they were using is still in the
river somewhere. We also managed to leave
the digital blue camera behind one day and
had to go back to get it!
On 25th September years 5/6 went to The
Patch to get ideas for similes to write a
prose poem. We also got in pairs to take
pictures of trees. We can keep track of that
tree and how it changes through the seasons.
We were all amazed at a tree that had purple
leaves all round but when you walked
underneath all the leaves were green!
Report by
Sarah Anderson and Natalie Whitney

Autumn at The Patch by Sarah Anderson

The wind is howling like a wolf hungry as ever.
The trees like old giants, the skin all crimpled.
The breeze tickling my face as the leaves blindly fall to the ground.
The cobwebs are glistening in the long juicy grass.
Hanging branches like curtains hiding a mystery.
Leaves lying in a bed like snakeskin all peeled and scattered.
The trees were like cages trapping the wind, some were like gates blocking the path.
Letters on the branches as if Mother Nature wanted us to know a secret.
Berries like cushions hanging on the beautiful tree like a model.
The birds singing like a choir all around me as they dance in a magnificent show.
They stay by the stream which has roads of light making a well needed path.

www.villagevoices.org.uk
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Helen MacLeod

From Hillside

Boyton Church
This is the time for Harvest suppers –
gatherings of people with like thoughts and
like intentions – to join in fellowship to
appreciate what our Creator God has
prepared for us. The harvest will probably
be gathered in by now and most people
have had harvest services.

Do you feel fortunate to be a Christian in
the 21st Century? Would you be able to
respond to your local church with a gift?
Our churches need so much money these
days and I fully realise that all our funds are
tight. BUT, if the money dries up then your
church is closed.

Boyton Church is dedicated to St Andrew
who was a fisherman and one of the first
men to be called to follow our Lord. What
better example can we have than to step in
the footprint of St Andrew? What else do
you know about fish? Come to the Village
Hall at Boyton, enjoy a fish supper and
listen to Guy Marshall talking about fish.

PLEASE come to the churches and give
what you can on the Gift days, or respond
to the letter accompanying this magazine.

The sign of a fish was left on the doors in
the days of the early Christians. It was the
marker to tell the Christians where the
meeting was to be that day. They had to
meet in secret for fear of the Romans, for
worship, to pray and to celebrate the Lord’s
Supper which we call the Communion
Service. They felt they were so fortunate to
be a part of such a group.

HOLLESLEY 15th November 10-12
noon
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Churches open:
BOYTON 8th November 10-12 noon

I will be there to welcome you, to
receive your gift, to say thank you
and to chat with you
Judith

www.villagevoices.org.uk

Dates for your
diary
7th March 2009
Woodbridge School Swing Band
21st March 2009
Gordon Bennett Band

WEEKDAY SERVICES
Wednesday

Pat Shannon 01394 411214

12pm Sutton

1st Thursday
3pm Glebe House, Hollesley, Evensong

3rd Thursday
10.30am Glebe House, Holy Communion
Dates for your diary
4th Friday
7th March 2009
2pm Mary Warner Homes, Communion
Woodbridge School Swing Band
st
21 March 2009 2nd Thursday 7.30pm
Colyton, Hollesley, Prayer Group
Gordon Bennett Band

Church
Services,
November
CHURCH
SERVICES. NOVEMBER
2008 2008
Day
2nd
November
9th
November
Remembrance
Sunday
16th
November

23rd
November

Boyton
11.00

PF

All Age Worship

Hollesley
9.30
Communion

JA

Other Places
9.30 Alderton, Bromeswell
11.00 Sutton,
6.30 Shottisham
Alderton/Ramsholt at Ramsholt10.50
Shottisham/Sutton at Sutton 10.50
Bromeswell 9.30

10.50
DL
Remembrance
Service

9.30
DL
Remembrance
Service

11.0
JB
Communion

9.30
DL
9.30 Bromeswell,
Family
11.00 Alderton Sutton
Communion
With Sunday Club
Christ The King – the birthday of our Team
Service for all 17 parishes

St Felix Church, Rendlesham
10.30am
Service for all 8 parishes – St Edmund, Bromeswell
10.00

30th
November

Concert 4pm
Alderton LC
Ministers: JA Revd Judith Andrews
PF Pat Fleetwood (Elder)
DL Canon David Lowe

www.villagevoices.org.uk

MHS

Advent Carol Service - 6.30pm
Boyton LC
LC Lydia Calvesbert (Reader)
JB Revd John Berg
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Villages at War – WW2
against Germany. It became apparent very
quickly that we would have to supply
more food from our own resources than
we had in the declining years. More land
was cultivated and sheepwalks and
heathland had to be ploughed up. As
mechanisation had not yet really reached
the farms it meant more men and women
had to be employed on the farms.
Tank range
The summer of 1938 was a typical idyllic
summer. People were talking about the
politics of Europe, but the majority
believed that peace would reign and
everything would carry on as normal.
The villages of Hollesley, Boyton, Shingle
Street and Capel were very different
places in 1938 compared to now. Many
people had to pump their water from a
well, lighting was by candlelight or oil
lamp and the toilet was an outside privy.
Many of the roads were no more than
farm tracks and some were made of
compressed flint chippings, rutted by the
few vehicles that used them. You had to
walk, ride a bicycle or catch one of the 5
or so coaches per day to get to
Woodbridge. During the 1920’s and
1930’s farming had been in decline and
life in rural Suffolk was not easy.
.
In April 1939 The Military Training Act
came in and all British men aged between
20 and 21 who were fit and able were
required to take six months military
training. Later on a further act called on
men from 18 to 41, single men being
approved before married men.
Finally the crunch came on 3rd September
1939 when we formally went to war
November 2008 page 6

On 22nd June, 1940, Shingle Street
residents were evacuated with three days’
notice to find other accommodation in
Hollesley and Alderton. As there was
only one small lorry available to assist
them, their larger household items had to
be left behind. Within a few months the
houses had been vandalised and looted.
Army contingents were moved in and the
beaches were laid with mines. Boyton
marshes were also taken over by the army.
To assist with vehicle movements the
army laid strips of concrete roads. Some
of these are still in use – access to the
beach at Shingle Street and the road down
to Banters Barn at Boyton. The marshes
were adapted for tank gun firing
alignment and training and some of the
protection bunkers for the moving target
range are still there.
For children it was both frightening and
wonderful. Aircraft were taking off and
returning. The RAF stripped crashed
aircraft of everything they needed and
children used any pieces left over to make
their dens. So the war dragged on and it
seemed to go on for ever, with food
rationing, clothing coupons and the black
market. Food rationing carried on right up
until 1950. The American troops with us
appeared to have plenty of everything.

www.villagevoices.org.uk

The big difference between then and now
was the speed of the media. In those days
there were news films at the local cinema,
the news on the wireless and the
newspaper. Everything depended on film
photography, telephone calls and wireless
contact. People were injured, died or made
prisoner of war and it could take months
before the information reached England.
Now we can see events as they take place.
Many village people contributed to the
war effort, some having been recognised
over 60 years later. The fantastic Land
Army Girls carried out work previously
done by men and thought to be beyond
them.

The Roll of Honour for the parishes of
Boyton and Hollesley lists only nine for
this Second World War. The first was
buried at Tobruk in May 1942, and the last
was buried in Hamburg in November
1946. Others are in various places around
the world: Alamein, Algeria, Italy, Malta
(the only female death) and Thailand.
‘They shall grow not old, as we that are
left grow old: age shall not weary them
nor the years condemn. At the going down
of the sun and in the morning we will
remember them.’
Laurence Binyon ‘For the Fallen.’
Malcolm Fleetwood

Photo supplied by Eileen Middledtch

The roof is torn off a cottage on the Heath

Photo, taken about 1938 of the old Manor cottage at Firman’s Corner
which was demolished following the accident
One Thursday in 1943, just before lunchtime, a damaged bomber was limping home from
Arnhem on 2 out of 4 engines. As the 3rd engine kicked in once more the Canadian pilot
made a last desperate attempt to reach the emergency landing strip on Hollesley
Common, attached to the RAF base (now Rock Barracks).
Eileen Middleditch’s mother was at home and had a lucky escape. She heard a bang as
the plane hit the 2 trees on the right, before crashing into Manor Cottage, taking the roof
right off. The plane landed on the ground and one of the airman rushed to the cottage
with his hand almost severed from his wrist. Another had been killed over Arnhem, and a
third died in the crash. The family were re-housed at Gobblecock Hall.
Helen Macleod
www.villagevoices.org.uk
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Photo supplied by Peggy Cole

Peggy Cole visits the Suffolk Punch Trust

David Chaplin with the children in the Harness room
I felt I must write and tell you about my
recent visit to the Trust. Chris Miller
invited me to meet a party of school
children from London who were staying at
Blaxhall Youth Hostel and coming to the
Stud for a day. I was so pleased to meet
them and it made me think how lucky I
was to be brought up in the country as a
child, to roam the fields and countryside,
to know the birds, the wild flowers, which
berries could be eaten and to know the
animals.

At lunchtime the children all said Grace
before eating their sandwiches. (It is a
Church of England school.) One of the
teachers told me that once the children
come home from school the parents don’t
let them go out to play. They stay at home
until they go to school the next day.

I think Bruce Smith and David Chaplin
gave the children a wonderful day,
especially when they were taken to see the
Suffolk Punch Eric. Bruce showed the
horse’s teeth and lifted his foot up. I wished
As I got talking to the children I asked
I could have photographed the children’s
them what they liked most about their visit. faces! I bet it will be talked about for days.
‘Being in the countryside,’ one little boy
said. Another said, ‘I like the horses.’ One
I can’t forget my visit and I do hope many
little girl said, ‘I saw a rabbit!’ (We had
more children will have the pleasure of
seen one going up a bank as we were on
visiting the Trust. Good luck to them, and
the horse-drawn vehicle.) Such simple
the volunteers who all do a wonderful job.
things that we take for granted.
Since subscribing to Village Voices I have
enjoyed the magazine very much. There
So much was put on for the children to
always seems to be so much going on in
see: the Birds of Prey Centre, the Harness
the area.
room and the food the horses eat. They
were shown how to look after a horse and
Peggy Cole
the implements used.
November 2008 page 8
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Past Times
This Copyright photo and extracts from the Woodbridge Reporter 1978 are used by kind
permission of the East Anglian Daily Times. Some of you will remember Sarah Collins
who lived along Bushey Lane. You may even have been one of her helpers!

Back row left to right: Mrs Taylor, Margaret Parsey, Pat Shannon, Carol Lewis, Margaret Gates,
Miggie Wyllie. Front row: Dorothy Holmes, Sarah Collins, Helen Cavanagh, Dr Colin Shannon

A 93 year old pensioner yesterday held a
thank-you party for the good neighbours
who ‘adopted’ her when she was too weak
to manage on her own. ‘If it had not been
for their patience and care, Hollesley
resident Mrs Sarah Collins would have had
to be moved into hospital by now,’ said her
doctor.
Six weeks ago it was discovered that she
was simply too unwell to be able to look
after herself. The word was passed around
and 5 pairs of willing hands set up a rota
to visit Mrs Collins four times a day,
helping her to get up, go to bed, cook her
meals and most important gradually giving
her back the confidence to do things
herself. Mrs Collins said, ‘I cannot tell you
how much they have done. If it had not
been for them I think I would have given
up.’
www.villagevoices.org.uk

As well as the Home help and other
neighbours (in the picture) the helpers
include 2 SRNs. They are reducing their
visits as Mrs Collins’ condition improves.
Their children often pop in at tea-time to
see her. One of the five, Mrs Helen
Cavanagh, said ‘She has been a marvellous
patient, and, from being quite helpless, she
has learnt to walk with a frame. We hope
that the ‘adoption’ idea will be copied by
other villages.’
Dr Colin Shannon, who has been treating
Mrs Collins for a varicose ulcer on her leg
said, ‘This is a community effort in the
village where the social services cannot
cope. I think this sort of thing will become
more and more important in the future.
Even the local carpenter has contributed by
raising Mrs Collins’ bed so that it is easier
for her to get in and out.’
November 2008 page 9

Making Suffolk safer
at Halloween
Parents – if it wasn’t
Halloween would you
let your children knock
on strangers’ doors?
Children should
always be
accompanied by an
adult. Respect the older
generation – think how
you would feel if it were your
gran or granddad on the other side of the
door. Please only go to houses where there
are people you know. If a poster is
displayed asking you not to call, please
respect this. Have fun, but have respect
for others.
From Suffolk Police

Boyton’s bamboozling
Broadband

I am aware of a number of houses in
Boyton over the past few weeks that have
experienced problems with their
broadband line – they worked fine

previously and have suddenly lost all
intermittent access to the net unless the
router is plugged into the master socket. I
would like to find out if it is a more
widespread problem. If anyone in Boyton
or Hollesley has had a similar problem,
please let me know.
Andrew Cassy 411720
Boyton.banter@btinternet.com

Suffolk Historic
Churches Trust

Sponsored Cycle Ride 13th September
At the time of going to print £320 has
been raised to be divided between
Hollesley Church and the Trust. Thanks to
those who took part in the event: those
who manned the church to welcome
visitors, those who sponsored the cyclists
and those who cycled on the day.
Joan Butcher

A Stranger for Christmas
Visits from strangers at Christmas began with the shepherds turning up at a Bethlehem
stable, and continued with the arrival of wise men from a foreign land. You could carry
on this tradition by inviting an international student to spend Christmas in your home.
HOST is a well-established charity, backed by the Foreign Office and many universities,
which links adults studying in the UK with hospitable volunteers throughout Britain.
Guests come from all over the world, including many from China. They speak English,
are keen to share their own culture, while longing to know more about our way of life.
Welcoming a student who might otherwise spend Christmas on a deserted campus fosters
international understanding and will make Christmas special. See www.hostuk.org or call
0207 254 3039 for more information.
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YOUTH TALK
Hollesley Youth Club

It’s been great to see so many new and old faces back at youth club
after our summer break. We were lucky enough to be able to use the
prison’s climbing wall at the end of September which gave some of the
new members their first chance to have a go. It is really great to
have this opportunity and big thanks go out to everyone who works so
hard to make it happen.

I find the climbing wall a fun experience and would recommend
everyone to have a go at it. It is so much fun as well as being great for
the body. It is so cool because all your friends do it at the same time
and is so exciting. I have been quite a few times now but my first time
I was so scared to start off, but then realised it was not that hard
and I could do it. There was such a thrill when I realised I had
reached the top and could do it. As your skill progresses you can set
yourself targets. For instance, you can go up on one colour only. If you
do that then you feel over the moon to be able to achieve the target
that has been set.
These are some of the things that other people said after they went:
‘It was tiring but I’m glad I did it’. ‘I really found it fun. I want to do
it again soon.’

Sophie Middleditch

Many thanks to Sophie for writing for us.I have to say that she is a
bit of a natural at it.(Vanessa)

Please email youth@villagevoices.org.uk with your
contributions to this page.

www.villagevoices.org.uk
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Shingle Street Coastguard

Beachwatch 2008

Helen MacLeod

Hi, once again. There are two incidents to report this month.
5th October at 0300 we were called to the Tide Mill, Woodbridge, where a missing person
was supposedly in the water. After searching for over an hour the search was called off with
no sighting of the missing person, but he was located later in the day.
On 10th October at 1545 we were called to Shingle Street where a yacht was reported to
be in trouble near the port hand buoy. On arrival there was no sighting of the yacht.
That’s it for this time. Until next time, safe passage.
Roy Clark

Coastguard cottages and a clean beach with just the line of white shells after the ‘Clean-up’

A team of volunteers cleaned Shingle Street beach on the weekend of 21st-22nd September
as part of the Marine Conservation Society’s Annual Beachwatch litter survey and cleanup. They will use the survey results from hundreds of beaches that were carried out over
that weekend to tackle the sources of beach litter.
The residents, who try to clean the beach every day, were very grateful to be joined by 7
volunteers. The area cleaned extended from the furthest north point at the river entrance to
the third Martello Tower south. There were 2008 separate items of rubbish collected in 14
bags, weighing around 56 kgs. There were 1194 pieces of plastic, including shredded cups
and polystyrene, ( blown overboard from ferries?) 139 pieces cloth and string, 173 pieces
of metal and beer cans, 243 pieces of paper (mostly bait wrappers), 153 items of sanitary
goods and 52 bottles and pieces of glass. The most dangerous were 5 syringes and 4 vials.
There was no tar or plastic discs reported this year. Perhaps the Marine Conservation
Society should encourage ferries to limit the use of plastic cups on deck.
The Shingle Street Settlement Co. will organize a second mass clean-up in the spring and
anyone wishing to take part would be very welcome. Contact Alex Williams 411354 in
March for details.
Patricia Hazell. Shingle Street
www.villagevoices.org.uk
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Boyton Annual
Harvest Supper
Saturday 29th November

Oak Hill and
Hollesley
Social Club
Events in November all starting at 9pm

Boyton Village hall 7pm
3 course meal for £10
Speaker to be announced

FREE unless stated

Tickets Malcolm Fleetwood 410409
Isobel Lilley 411409

Friday 7th – Karaoke
Saturday 8th – Barn dance with
‘No Spring Chicken’

Boyton Coffee
Morning

Unusual Christmas Presents
Saturday 1st November

£5 including BBQ
Friday 14th – Quiz
Teams up to 4
£1 per person
Friday 21st – Karaoke

Boyton Village Hall
Friday 28th – Live music
10.30 – 12.30
Ed Palmer and Dan Croft at‘One
the BOOM
Amp’ training session
Usual cakes and produce for sale

BOYTON BONFIRE

Wednesday 5th November 2008
6pm at Boyton Hall Farm
by kind permission of Richard Pipe

Suitable bonfire materials can be taken to build a fire from now on but please
not on Saturday 1st November as there is a shoot. The same site as last year
behind the barns before the house.
Donations or fireworks are welcome before 31st October to Andrew Cassey
01394 411720 or Malcolm Fleetwood 01394 410409. This will give time for
the purchase of fireworks and setting up of the display.
You are welcome to bring your own refreshment to make it a bonfire party.

Shared food also welcome
Prize for the best dressed guy
Everyone welcome.

No old mattresses or 3 piece suites and nothing
October toxic
2008 page 15
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the Hall. Duties will include:
Taking
MinutesMorning
at the four ComCoffee
mittee
meetings
held in January,
10
– 12noon
April, June and
SeptemberHall
Alderton
Village
• Why
Distribution
of Minutes
to Trustees
not join us
for a cuppa
and a
of home-made
cake
on the
• slice
Dealing
with any other
matters
first
Saturday
of Hall
each month,
pertaining
to the
starting
November
1st?prior to
• Preparation of documents
Cakes, breads, hand-made
the AGM in September
greeting cards, bring and swap
book stall, raffle
•

Although the position is voluntary, a
Christmas
Night
small
honorarium isBingo
paid annually
and
Saturday
6th
December
7pm
reasonable expenses are allowed.
Coffee morning raffle draw
Donations of cakes, breads and
If you
are interested and wish to disraffle prizes very welcome

cuss the position further, please contact
BevCooper
412177onfor
further
details
Eileen
01394
411988.
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Village Voices
Subscriptions
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Do you know someone who would like
to receive Village Voices?
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Subscriptions are available at a cost
of £10 for 12 issues including postage
within the UK. Rates for overseas are
considered individually.
Please send the recipient’s name,
address and telephone number together
with a cheque for £10 payable to
Boyton PCC to
Debbie Pipe, 4 Mallard Way,
Hollesley, Suffolk, IP12 3QJ.
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Riding for the Disabled one day event
and throughout the year
As a volunteer you bring smiles and happiness to all who come
It is the fourth time we have held this event with Poplar Park Equestrian Centre in mid
September. It was a very successful day and funds were raised for the RDA. We rely on
our volunteers to help run events like these.
We always need more volunteers on a regular basis too, so if you can spare a few hours
each week to help us that would be wonderful. The classes are six days a week, some
mornings, some afternoons and some evenings. You don’t need to be used to riding horses
yourself. We need volunteers to walk or cycle with our clients for a two hour session. The
group has 12 horses of various sizes, both for riding and driving. For each client who
rides or drives we need three volunteers and four if we are taking out a wheelchair.

Walking with the horses
Your reward is to see the expressions on the faces of the clients. They love coming, but
without a team of helpers we cannot continue to make a difference to people less
fortunate than we are. We are delighted that one young lady has joined us recently
following last month’s article in Village Voices.
Isobel Lilley
Contact Shirley Green 411251
www.villagevoices.org.uk
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21 Shottisham Christmas 22
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Coffee Morning
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Oak Hill & Hollesley
Social Club Barn Dance
Tickets £5 including
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13 Whist Drive

2
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Contact Nick Mason,
411150

Gift Day, 10-12
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1 Hollesley Common

Christmas Bazaar
Coffee Morning with
stalls, Boyton Village
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7 Boyton Church

6 Whist Drive

age Hall
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m

27 Whist Drive
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Supper, 7pm

29 Candlelit Christmas

30

Concert, Alderton
Church, 4pm
Charity Pub Quiz
8pm, Shepherd & Dog
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Your Letters – Please keep them coming!
Dear Editor,

Dear Editor,

I thought readers might be interested to see
this photograph of an unexpected visitor to
our garden in Hollesley. Having heard the
somewhat depressing thud of a pigeon
taking a final flight into our dining room
window the other morning, I went outside
to find and remove the unfortunate bird’s
body from the patio. However, I found I
had been beaten to the job by this
sparrowhawk (pictured).

We would like to take this opportunity to
thank Judith Andrews for all the support
and the help she has given to the Parish of
Boyton over many years: for all the hard
work and dedication she has put in – and
for all the fun too. She always managed to
get a smile or two at all her services here.
We wish her well in her new commitments
to Bromeswell, Shottisham and Sutton
Parishes. At the same time she is still
willing to help us until we find a new
Vicar. Thank you, Judith , and we wish you
Good Luck!
St Andrews Church
Boyton

Rob Claxton

Dear Editor,

Sparrowhawk
The sparrowhawk dragged his find under a
shrub to conceal it and then began ripping
off the feathers to enjoy his pigeon
breakfast. He returned again at around
noon to eat some more pigeon for lunch
and again around 5 pm for dinner. I was
amused to see that his meal-times
coincided with my own.
He came back again the next day for
breakfast after which there was nothing
left except some pigeon legs, breastbone
and skull. It seems nothing went to waste.
Tina Morley Hollesley
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A friend of mine, Chrissy Jones living in
New Zealand has been unable to contact
you. This is her message: ‘A friend in
America sent me the photo of Butley
School in the last Village Voices. I got
quite nostalgic seeing it as we were then. I
am in the top photo, 3 rows down, 3 in
from the right on the third row. It was
exciting seeing my old mates at the other
end of the row – Nadine Bushell, Carol
Stone, Lorraine Flame, Jill Starmer – and
of course the teachers: the amazing Gwen
Dyke, Mr Underhill and Mr Preece. Don’t
we all look wonderful – just to think we’re
all grannies and granddads!’
I remember all the teachers and also Mr
Gowdy, the caretaker and Pam Charity,
school secretary. I am also in the photo –
the last boy seated in the front row with
my friend leaning against my chair. I can
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remember the photo being taken. We all sat
or stood within a huge semi-circle chalked
out on the school playing ground. The
photographer set the camera in motion and
it seemed to take several minutes to
complete its traverse.
I made many friends during my time at
Butley School, some of them now living all
over the world. Chrissy Jones and I
formerly both lived at Oak Hill.
Phil Shimmon
Sault Ste Marie Michigan

connected with it. Ray and Richard
Middleditch were also in the issue of
Village Voices.
Mrs Ena Emmens came to my 80th
birthday party at Hollesley Village Hall,
organized by my brother, Leslie and my son
Andrew. I would very much like to have
the magazine sent to me as it’s so
interesting.
I wonder whether the WI still has the
tablecloth I embroidered many years ago?
Mrs Vera Knights
Debenham

Dear Editor,
I enjoy reading your Village Voices. I was
born at Sink Farm, Hollesley, and went to
Hollesley School. I noticed in the
September issue Ray Middleditch wrote
that he remembered going to school with
my brother, Vinstead Hannatt. My family
was Basil, Sidney, May (Sue) and Vinstead.
All have passed away except me. Did Ray
know any of the others?
Maisie, nee Hannatt
What is your surname now, Maisie, and
where do you live? (Editor)
Dear Editor,
My sister came over to see me a few
Sundays ago and brought me several copies
of Village Voices. I was one of
the 6 year old school children in the May
issue. I remember nearly all of them and
some were my schoolfriends. My name was
Vera Middleditch of Hollesley and I am
sister to all the Andrews family: Leslie,
Derek and Barbara (Last) and sister-in-law
to Judith (Les’ wife).

Photographic Competition

I have a photo of our Church choir when I
was 9 or 10 and remember all who were

Copy date for January Village Voices will
be 3rd December due to holidays (Editor)
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Please submit all your entries by
December 1st. See page 30

Advance Notice
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Scorpions sparkle in
September sunshine
Sutton Heath F.C. Under 10s have started
the new season in superb fashion with the
A team winning all four of its opening
league matches and the B team winning
two out of their four. Opening their season
against SKY FC both the Scorpions’ A and
B teams registered comfortable wins, 6 – 0
and 8 – 0 respectively. Tommo took the
honours with a 5 goal haul in the A team
game with Jack S bagging himself a hattrick in the B team game. A special word
for Harry Tyler (Lea) who took just 15
seconds to open his account on his league
debut for the B team!
The next match saw us visit Whitton Utd
and the A team had to come back from 2 –
0 down to run out 3 – 2 winners. Once
again Tommo was the hero with three well
taken goals. The B team unfortunately
made life hard for themselves by not
working hard enough defensively and so
ended up losing 9 – 3. However they did
score the goal of the match with a superb
header from a cross.
We entertained Bacton, a new side to us, at
home the following week and after a tense
battle in the A team game ran out 1 – 0
winners thanks to you know who! The B
team had the mirror image game of the
previous week coming up against a side
that needs to learn how to defend as much
as we do. 10 – 1 to us was probably a fair
reflection of the play but I doubt if we will
find these opponents so generous the next
time we play them.
September ended in glorious sunshine in
Debenham and once again the A
team ran out relatively comfortable
www.villagevoices.org.uk

winners by 3 – 0. Scorers were Sam and
Kieran with two including a super strike
from the edge of the box. In what is
proving to be a feast or famine season for
the B team, we gave the home side a three
goals head start that we never managed to
put a dent in eventually losing 7 – 3.
The season has a long way to go but this
has been an encouraging start and the boys
have already won their first challenge –
achieving 18 points. So be warned to stay
away from Burger King Ransomes in
November, because the Scorpions are
coming back!
Ian Coates

Hollesley Short Mat
Bowls

The season began on the 16th September
with the usual AGM. The committee was
re-elected as last season. A roll-up
followed the meeting.
The Ipswich League team (Hares) started
their campaign two days later with a
fixture against URC in Ipswich, which
they lost 4 – 2. This was followed by a
home game against Kirton resulting in a 4
– 2 win. A 6 – 0 win away at Ransomes
put them in fourth position in the League
after four games.
The Deben League (A) team had their first
game away at Kesgrave. After a close
encounter we ran out 6 – 0 winners, but
only by an eight shot margin. The first
home game took place on Sunday 12th
October, Hollesley B winning 5 – 1
against Butley B and Hollesley A gaining
another 6 – 0 victory over Butley A.
Nigel Smith.
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Suffolk Punch Trust
The barn dance was a great success, and I
would like to thank everyone who came
along and supported us. We had a great
evening and the funds that were raised will
be put to very good use.

Photos: Suffolk Punch Trust

As you may have seen we are putting in a
new access road to the stud on Oak Hill.
This is all part of the plan for developing
the stud so that we can fully open to the
public in the future. We may have been
turned down by the Heritage Lottery Fund

but as this part of the stud’s development
shows, we are still working very hard to
raise the funds we need. I think this is a
timely reminder to say a very heartfelt
thank you to all the people from our local
area who work so very hard behind the
scenes. They give up their time for free in
support of our charity. Thank you for all the
wonderful support we receive locally. It
really shows that we have a very healthy
community spirit which is all too rare
nowadays.

Volunteer helpers

Christmas is coming!

Yes, it’s fast approaching, as is the stress of knowing what gifts to get for friends and
family. Having personal experience of the annual stresses and strains of present buying,
the Suffolk Punch Trust might be of help. We have put arrangements in place so that you
can sign up a family member or friend to be a ‘Friend of the Trust’ as a Christmas Gift.
All you need to do is fill in the ‘Be a Friend’ form and pop a note in telling us it’s for
Christmas. If you like we will send the membership to your family member/friend or we
can send it to you so that you can put it under the tree for Christmas day. Better still, if
you live in Hollesley village, Father Christmas can deliver it in person on Christmas
November 2008 page 26
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Morning! To get a form please email
suffolkpunchtrust@hotmail.com or
phone me on 07841-778658
A very important reminder for all
mums and dads of Hollesley
village and Oak Hill;
Once again Father Christmas and his
helpers from the stud will be doing
the normal deliveries on Christmas
Morning to Hollesley village and
Oak Hill only. I will provide you
with all the details in the December
issue of Village Voices.
Please tell your new neighbours and
spread the word about Christmas
Day. We don’t want to see any
disappointed children!

Bruce and ‘Charlie’
This little owl is a resident at the stud too. Can you see him?
Bye for now.
Tara Foy
suffolkpunchtrust@hotmail.com 07841-778658

Panto Time!
Is it a cat in a hat? A mog in a fog? A kitten in a mitten? No, it’s
PUSS IN BOOTS
and it’s the Hollesley Players festive offering this year. You will sigh at the sad story
of a poor little pussy cat, doomed to be thrown in the river. You will feel for young
Jack; thrown out of his home and in love for the first time with a beautiful Princess
who ignores him. You will thrill at the sinister Hunch and his Very Unpleasant Master
– Giant Crunchbones. You will sing and laugh and generally enjoy yourself. Oh, yes,
you will! But you do have to be there, in Hollesley Village Hall, at 7.30pm on 4th, 5th
or 6th December or at 2.30pm on the Saturday. Get your tickets from any member of
the cast, from the Village Shop, Alderton Village Stores or from the
Box Office, Tel 01394 410 352.
Tickets are only £5.50 and £2.50 for children under 14. On Saturday evening you can
have a glass of mulled wine and a mince pie but it will cost you £6.50. The children
get a soft drink and a mince pie for their £2.50. We look forward to seeing you.
www.villagevoices.org.uk
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So this is retirement!
My first growing season as a retired
gentleman has been challenging. The
balancing act has been to maintain the
gardening jobs I have taken on, still
keeping a foot on the consultancy market
and then having an input on the nursery as
our plant range and numbers increase.
Then there is our own garden which needs
attention, but it has to take second place to
the nursery. Mature shrubs are holding
their own and can be rescued from weeds
and the hedges have been trimmed.
The weather, as you are well aware, has
been a problem. The rain has come at
times in very heavy showers, which has
caused flooding. Windy weather has
caused us problems with plants drying out
and blowing over. We did not have all that
much rain but it didn’t dry out enough to
allow for hoeing and weed growth has
been phenomenal. We will have to resort to
strimming and weed killer.
Vegetable crops on our new site have
yielded very well thanks to a combination
of horse manure, irrigation when necessary
and the recent rainfall. Pests and diseases

have been at low levels on both veggie
crops and the nursery plants. In complete
contrast moles have been very active and
are still causing us problems. The
extra pair of hands on the nursery means
that we are looking tidier and have things
more under control. Due to pressure of
work I didn’t manage to sow or plant as
many vegetables as intended but I will try
harder next year.
Although this year is not over it is time to
be thinking ahead and planning for next
year’s seeds, plants and projects to be
undertaken. We have been sowing some
perennial species in the last few weeks to
increase our range and replenish lines
which are good sellers.
This weekend we have taken a short break
to Snowdonia visiting Bodnant Gardens
near Conway, enjoying a bright sunny day.
The gardens were not at their best at this
time of year, and, like any other garden
need visiting 3 or 4 times a year to see the
true beauty of the plants in the natural
season. Spring and early summer usually
providing spectacular displays.
Ivan Clark
Visit the nursery by appointment:
Phone 410333 or see us at Woodbridge
Market every week Thursday 8 - 2pm

Helen MacLeod

Nerines

Nerines in the Editor’s garden
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These delicate-looking pink flowers give us
a brave show at this time of year. They are
surprisingly resilient and withstand rain
and wind. The bulbs increase year after
year and some can be given away to
grateful friends. They make a good cut
flower, but last longer in the garden.
(Editor)
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From our Country Kitchen
I have just grown a 2 stone pumpkin which is going to take some eating! Pumpkins are
not the tastiest of vegetables and are inclined to be watery. I made a batch of the
following, some of which I used for a pie and the remainder for a soup. The following
quantities are for 2 people.
1 large onion – chopped
1lb potatoes – diced
3 sticks celery – finely sliced
2lb prepared pumpkin – skin,

seeds removed and cut into 2in pieces
2 tabs olive oil
1 dessertspoon curry powder
3/ pt stock
4

In a thick bottomed pan pour in the olive oil, heat gently and add onions. Cook until
softened, add celery, cook 5mins, add potato, cook 10mins, stirring to prevent sticking.
Add pumpkin, cook for 5mins and mix in curry powder. Pour in stock, cover and cook
until vegetables are tender, approx. 10 – 15mins. Add seasoning.

Pumpkin Pie

With a slotted spoon remove enough mixture to fill a pie dish for 2 people. Allow to cool.
Take 3 leaves of filo pastry, brush them on one side with olive oil and
place on top of filling. Don’t worry if pastry falls apart, just layer it.
Brush top with more olive oil and put in pre-heated oven at 190C for
approx. 15 – 20 mins until pastry is brown and crispy.

Pumpkin soup

Liquidise the remaining mixture until smooth. Freeze it at this
stage, otherwise return to pan, add 1/2cup milk and reheat.
Serve with with a teaspoon cream and chopped chives.

Pumpkin Parcels

4 leaves filo pastry, each cut in 4 pieces
8oz prepared pumpkin cut into 2in pieces
4 dessertspoons freshly grated parmesan

8 fresh sage leaves – finely sliced
Olive oil

Either steam or bake the pumpkin until tender for approx 20 – 30mins. Allow to cool. Put
into a sieve and press out excess water with a spoon. Mash the pumpkin and mix with
cheese and sage. Brush the filo pastry leaves with olive oil and place one on top of the
other in a greased bun tin so you make 4 tart cases. Divide the pumpkin mixture into 4
and spoon into cases. Bring the pastry up and pinch together to make a parcel. Brush
with more olive oil and cook in pre-heated oven at 190 C for 20 mins or until pastry is
brown and crisp. Two of these with potatoes and salad make a light supper
Pauline Austerfield
www.villagevoices.org.uk
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Shingle Street Circular Walk
Map used OS Explorer 197
Distance 3 miles

Laurie Forsyth

Debbie Pipe and
Pauline Austerfield

Shingle Street SSSI signpost

1. Start from the pumping station just over the bridge on the Shingle Street road.
Follow the footpath on the right and cross the concrete bridge with the pumping
station on your left. Continue along this footpath and cross Fiveway Sluice using the
bridge and steps.
2. Go straight on for about 11/2 miles. At the footpath sign, turn left towards the wooden
bridge and Martello Tower.
3. Cross the bridge and follow the grass path to the top of the sea defence ridge.
Follow the blue Suffolk Coast path arrows towards the Martello Tower at Shingle
Street between the wire fences.
4. At the concrete road, turn left, and continue to follow the blue Suffolk Coast path
arrows, turning right along the tarmac road towards the telephone box, then passing
the cottages to the beach.
5. Turn left along the footpath in front of the houses and continue to the flagpole at the
white block of Coastguard Cottages. At this point, have a look from the shingle ridge
and you will see the line of shells stretching across the beach to the right, (see p.13)
We also had a look at the wild flowers growing on the beach – the tall seed heads of
Hoary mullein are easy to spot here, and on closer investigation, we found sea kale,
sea campion, scentless mayweed, sea pea and yellow horned poppy leaves.
6. Continue along the footpath in front of the houses to the concrete road heading north.
Follow the concrete road past the bungalow on the beach on your right. When the
road ends, near a wooden information board about Shingle Street SSSI, continue
northwards, either on the beach or, for easier walking, on the grassy track through the
shingle just below the sea defence bank. Carry on to the red diamond-shaped marker
post.
7. About 120 yards beyond this, turn inland along the path on top of the sea defence
ridge, zigzagging back towards the pumping station to return to your starting point.
The mudflats here are good for birdwatching – we saw redshanks and a heron.
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Bettaprint Print & Design
A Family Run Business
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Full Colour Design & Print • Brochures • Magazines • Newsletters
Letterheads, etc & General Printed Stationery
Colour/Black & White Digital Copying Services
• FREE Delivery Service with in the local area

T: 01394 386628 • E. bettaprint@btconnect.com
1 Carlow Mews Church Street WOODBRIDGE Suffolk IP12 1EA
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Notes from Boyton Parish Council 16th September
Rosie Clarke, S.C.C. said that the
Boundary Committee Consultation process
ends on 26th September, and urged all
Parish Councils to submit their views. The
two main options are an Ipswich with
Felixstowe Authority, plus an Authority
covering the rest of Suffolk (including
Lowestoft) or Single Authority covering
the whole of Suffolk (including Lowestoft).
The Chief Constable favours a single
Unitary Authority (including Lowestoft.)
Rhona Sturrock, SCDC, spoke about the
SCDC leaflet ‘Make Suffolk Three’ which
outlines their preferred option for boundary
changes, having one authority for Ipswich,
another covering east Suffolk including
Felixstowe and Lowestoft, and a third for
the west of the county. She viewed that this
would be the better option. The coastal
defence work will start on 29th September;
although the ‘Bushy Lane’ sale has not
been completed. Further finance will come
from the Environment Agency.
Safer Neighbourhood Scheme said there
had been only 2 crimes in the village since
the last meeting on 21/2/08: A theft of a
battery from a bird scarer, 28/5/8, and a
broken window on 30/6/8 at the village
hall.
In recent weeks gangs of pickpockets have
been stealing purses, especially from open
bags in shops in Woodbridge. A
‘Horsewatch’ scheme started just over 1
month ago and now has 50 members.
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The Parish Council responded to the
Boundary Committee proposals, stating that
either the status quo should be maintained,
or they would reluctantly opt for a single
authority covering the whole county which
would be a marginally better option.
Nicola Cassy An additional 8 households
completing the questionnaire on ‘Tackling
Climate Change’ would qualify the village
to receive £100. Residents will therefore
again be encouraged to participate.
The recent flooding at Cottons Acre was
discussed, and the Parish Council will write
to SCC Highways about this and also the
mud and sand on the highway at the Little
Scotland / Butley Road crossroads which
are again making them dangerous.
The clerk had written to ‘Far East Travel’
regarding the speed that the buses travel
through the village as the timetable allowed
very little time between stops. The initial
letter was copied to the Suffolk County
Council, which sets the timetables.
Date of next meeting: 7.30pm,
Wednesday 19th November 2008 in the
village hall. A full copy of the minutes can
be seen on the village notice board, and on
the Parish Council website
www.onesuffolk.co.uk/boytonpc
boytonpc@aol.com
Allan Hall
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Notes from Hollesley Parish Council 2nd October
1. A speed check had been made in The Street. Out of 46 vehicles, 6 had been found to
be travelling above the 30 mile speed limit, at up to 36 mph.
2. The Police had reported 7 crimes connected with vehicles in the Oak Hill area during
September and 2 absconds.
3. The Clerk reported that a replacement seat had been ordered for the play area
following recent damage. There is concern about night-time activity causing problems
by a small minority in this area.
4. Rent for the allotments would not be increased in the coming year. A new fence was
discussed to replace the present one bordering the footpath.
5. A vacancy has occurred for someone to look after the village cemetery and the post
will be advertised immediately.
6. The Parish Council is looking for an enthusiastic volunteer ‘Handyman’ (with
expenses paid) to carry out general maintenance tasks around the village as
directed by them as need arises. For more information please contact either the
Clerk (411032) or the Chairman (411707)
7. A Grant Application had been made for help to maintain the Village Hall, Recreation
Ground and Oak Hill Playing Field. The outcome of this will be known in November.
8. Next meeting 13th November – please note the date

Deer on Hollesley Common

9. Concern was expressed at the large number of deer, around 600, estimated to be on
the Common. In the previous week there were 5 known incidents of deer hit by cars.
Bracken and undergrowth on the verges make visibility extremely difficult. It can be
almost impossible to avoid a deer suddenly jumping out into the road. The Parish
Council will ask landowners and others to help reduce this problem.

Fallow deer on the Common
If you hit a deer and need help, Tel. Roger Marsh 411842,
Mike Vester 07887 955817, Peter Hind 0775 785547 or 411771
www.villagevoices.org.uk
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