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Laurie Forsyth

From the Editor

Troops from Rock Barracks marching in Woodbridge in September
Dear friends,
Many people including members of Hollesley WI were in Woodbridge to welcome our
local troops from Rock Barracks as they marched through the town. We wish them all a
safe return as they continue their engagement in Afghanistan. Look to see how you can
support them in a small way with ‘Treats for Troops’ on p. 22.
Our front cover this month shows the lovely painting by Pauline Austerfield of the old
Norman doorway hidden away round the back of Boyton Church. Do go and see it if you
haven’t already and marvel at the rare Septaria tower steps inside the church. Please note
that September’s cover was at Bawdsey and not Ramsholt (sorry for the error!)
Helen Macleod
(Editor)
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Laurie Forsyth

Havergate – island of hares,
spoonbills and avocets

Avocets: elegant, aggressive and doing well
Saxon Suffolk once had several estuary
islands, but today only Havergate Island
remains. But what an island it is! It was
formed by the action of tidal river currents
and water-borne sediment in the lee of
Orfordness, and it is young: its age is
measured in centuries, not millennia. The
River Ore that created the island is itself
only a relative newcomer – the Alde is
prevented from entering the North Sea at
Slaughden by the stony bulwark of
Orfordness. Deflected south, it runs a
further nine miles and changes its name to
the River Ore before finally escaping into
the sea at Shingle Street.
Havergate Island literally grew out of the
Ore when the growing southern tip of
Orfordness extended south beyond the
mouth of the Butley River. Calm waters in
the sheltered lee of the shingle spit
allowed sediment to settle, and slowly, a
muddy island broke the surface of the
river, around which the Ore was forced to
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flow in two channels. Soon, the island was
covered with a dense mat of salt-tolerant
plants that helped Havergate to grow and
protected it from erosion.
Five hundred years ago, saltmarshes and
mudflats throughout the region were
turned into fertile farmland by reclamation
and the construction of sea walls.
Havergate Island by then extended to over
200 acres, and was big enough to justify
the cost and labour of surrounding it with a
sea wall, and turning parts into pasture or
even crops. You can see still ridge-andfurrow marks of early ploughing on the
island. Farming on Havergate was always
hard. The Brinkley family were tenants
responsible for the livestock, and lived
there in a cottage in the early 20th century,
but farming finally ceased in the 1920’s.
Havergate was abandoned: sluices fell into
disrepair, sea walls crumbled, and parts of
the island began to flood. And then, in
1947, the avocets arrived.
www.villagevoices.org.uk

coast, although uncommon elsewhere – the
famous scrape at Minsmere is a great
example. In a world of salt and mud,
Havergate’s shallow saline lagoons sustain
vast numbers of invertebrate mud dwellers
that are a food supply for avocets and
many other bird species that live there, or
which drop in on migration. The key to the
success of the lagoons is to keep the level
of salinity the same as salt water. Because
they are shallow, the water in the lagoons
evaporates in hot weather, sending the salt
content sky-high. If this happens too
frequently, the vital invertebrate food
supply for the birds plummets.
Currently, 30 bird species regularly nest
and 230 species of bird have been

Laurie Forsyth

Extinct as a breeding bird in Britain for
over a century, those pioneering birds lit
the fuse for conservationists, and in 1948
Havergate Island was purchased by the
RSPB as a nature reserve. Avocets are
capable of protecting their nests from
marauding natural enemies, but the
extreme rarity of the eggs of the first
avocets to breed in Britain for over 100
years set them up as targets for human egg
collectors. Reg Partridge was appointed to
watch over the avocets and to make sure
the precious eggs didn’t end up in a dusty
drawer with other rare stolen eggs. Later,
Reg became the full-time resident warden
and began the vital and lengthy task of
restoring the sea wall and creating the
lagoons.

Havergate’s isolation suits its wildlife
Havergate is special because of its
isolation, and the large lagoons that lie
within its sea walls. They are highly
productive feeding areas for birds because
the mud in the lagoons contains a high
content of small invertebrates. The lagoons
are saline, and allow salt water to enter the
reserve through sluices at high tide. Saline
lagoons are a speciality of the Suffolk
www.villagevoices.org.uk

recorded. 137 species of flowering plants
live in saltmarsh and shingle bank habitats,
and the rough grassland is the home of
brown hares. They don their boxing
gloves in the spring – a great time to visit
the island, because then thrift will be in
flower, and three species of terns will be
arriving to nest on the lagoon islands.
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In summer, the dry grassland flits with
meadow brown butterflies, gatekeepers,
small coppers and skippers, and that is
when the spoonbills arrive from Holland.
Its bill has a spatula at its tip that is ideal
for sifting and sorting food in shallow
water: unlike the avocet, it hasn’t nested at
Havergate yet, although it is a regular
summer visitor. The flowering of sea aster
heralds the arrival of autumn, when shorteared owls hunt above the sea wall for
voles, while spotted redshank, greenshank,
whimbrel and other migrant waders head
south. Winter brings the sight of flocks of
Brent geese overhead, and a build up of
numbers of teal, wigeon and pintail in the
lagoons.

You must take the RSPB boat from Orford
Quay to get to Havergate Island. It’s the
only way to get there, and the short, spraydashed trip to the island is as much a part
of the experience as the reserve itself.
From September to March inclusive,
October Storm runs only on the 1st
Saturday of the month. Guide dogs are
allowed on the island but no others. You
must pre-book your seat on the boat.
Laurie Forsyth
For information about Havergate Island,
or to book your seat on the boat, please
contact the RSPB Minsmere visitor centre
on 01728 648281

Heading for the bird hides

High standard and £500 for the Tower appeal
The concert on 5th September at All Saints Church Hollesley was perhaps unusual for
our village. Nick Parry and John Stafford were the artists performing a programme of
works by Beethoven. A large audience and a full house helped to make this a special
occasion.
Nick Parry plays the cello with the assurance of a born performer. The enchanting
sound was enhanced by a convincing technique. The piano playing of John Stafford was
truly astonishing, with scintillating passage work. As both of these fine musicians live
in our community, it is to be hoped that there will be more concerts of this calibre.
Derek Honnor (Written for Village Voices whilst in hospital.)
We wish Derek well and hope he will be able to return home soon. (Editor)
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Taster Day at Hollesley School

Jack Thompson

been step dancing since they
were really young and have won
awards. Georgia tried on
Doreen’s shoes which fitted her!
These people were absolutely
amazing.

Working a Jig-Doll
Tuesday 8th September was a very special
day at Hollesley Primary School. Some
residents from the Mary Warner home
came to our school as well as performers
from the Wonderful Beast Theatre
Company and others to share a taster day
for our intergenerational project. First we
showed what we can do and, as well as
the performers, two residents (Mary
Chittock and Mrs Plunkett) sang ‘Paddy
McGinty’s Goat’ and read a poem called
‘The Raggle Taggle Gypsies’. We then had
four workshops.
One of these amazing activities was step
dancing, either on a wooden board or
floor. Doreen and Percy West wore shoes
and Lenny Whiting wore leather soled
shoes. We all tried the basic dance steps
shown us by Doreen and then jazzed them
up on the board. Selva Engel played
traditional music on a fiddle for us! We
were shown pictures of children who have

In the traditional song
workshop, first of all we sang
‘Drunken Sailor’ and ‘I Climbed
Aboard a Pirate Ship’ and when
we ran out of traditional verses
we made up some of our own.
The reporters’ favourite was
‘Whip him with a cat o’ nine
tails’ Vernon and his wife Jan
showed us how to use their
Jig-Dolls and let us try – wooden
figures with loose joints made for
hundreds of years. You control them with
a stick at the back.
A lovely lady called Anusha and her
drummer came and told a story through
Indian dance. It blew my mind because it
was so powerful. You have to do lots of
different hand and arm movements and
steps with your feet! They also taught us
some Indian words. They wore the most
beautiful clothes and some people might
have seen the drummer man walking
around Hollesley at lunchtime!
This was an absolutely brilliant day and
was even more fantastic than we expected!
So thank you to everyone who helped to
organise the project day and to everyone
who came. You will have a chance to see
what we can all do when we perform at
the Village Hall in February.
School reporters Georgia Donaldson
and Sam Parkinson.

www.villagevoices.org.uk
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From Canon Pauline Stentiford
We have had an identity crisis in our house. On return from holiday we acquired a new
kitten to keep our older cats company. He has the beginnings of stripes and is reminiscent
of a tiger so we decided to call him Tigger. He is also bouncy like his namesake. Tigger
has a way of engaging his large round green eyes with mine, while tipping his head
backwards. Being used to Siamese cats with their oriental shaped eyes it is unnerving to
be fixed with Tigger’s unblinking stare. The crisis? Well, the name Tigger didn’t seem to
fit him once he arrived home. After a slip of the tongue by my nearest and dearest we
found ourselves calling him Nermal and he seemed to like it, twitching a downy ear
when we called him. Calling Tigger didn’t work! Almost by stealth he has become
Nermal. ‘Just don’t call me Garfield!’
Names are important: the Jews
believed that a person’s name was
of profound significance, being far
more than simply a means of
identification; it also carried the
inner significance of a person, their
character and essential being. We
read in the Bible that it is God who
gives names to his people.

Helen MacLeod

Take John the Baptist who by
rights should have been called by
the family name, Zechariah, but
God had other ideas and struck his
father Zechariah dumb until he
agreed to call him John. One of my
favourite passages is from the book
of Isaiah where God says ‘Do not
be afraid for I have redeemed you,
I have called you by your name,
you are mine’ (Is.43.1) God knows
us by our name, he calls us by our
name and we are all precious in his
eyes.
Boyton Church

Pauline

We welcome the Revd Janice Leaver who with her husband and daughter have moved to
Suffolk from the Peterborough Diocese. Janice will licensed as a Team Vicar in the
Wilford Peninsular on Monday 12th October. She will have responsibility for
Rendlesham, Eyke, Tunstall and Wantisden.

February2009
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Boyton

Day

11.00
All Age
Service.

4th Oct
Trinity 17

P.F

th

11 Oct
Trinity 18
11.00
D.L.
Communion

18th Oct
Trinity 15

Hollesley

Other Places

9.30
D.L.
Communion

9.30 Alderton, Sutton
11.00 Bromeswell
3.00 pm Bawdsey
6.30 pm Shottisham

9.30
D.L.
All Age
Communion

9.30 Bromeswell
11.00 Bawdsey, Ramsholt,
Shottisham
6.30 pm Sutton

9.30
All Age
Service

9.30 Bromeswell
11.00 Alderton, Sutton

L.C.

9.30
D.L.
Communion

25th Oct
Trinity LST

Ministers: D.L. Canon David Lowe
P.F. Elder Pat Fleetwood

9.30 Shottisham
11.00 Bawdsey, Bromeswell
Ramsholt

L.C. Reader Lydia Calvesbert

WEEKDAY SERVICES
Wednesday

Church Contacts
Team Rector:
Revd David Murdoch, 01394 450336

12pm Sutton

1st Thursday
3pm Glebe House, Hollesley, Evensong

3rd Thursday
10.30am Glebe House, Holy Communion

4th Friday
2pm Mary Warner Homes, Communion

1st Wednesday
1.30pm Colyton, Hollesley, Prayer Group

Hollesley Churchwardens:
Fred Stentiford, 01394 411469
Pat Shannon, 01394 411214
Boyton Churchwardens:
Malcolm Fleetwood, 01394 410409
Isobel Lilley, 01394 411409
Tower Captain:
Alan McBurnie, 01394 411517

Carol singing

Owing to other commitments I am unable to organise this year’s carol singing. Anyone
prepared to take on this year’s event please contact me on 411689.
In the past, the carol singing has been held over 5 or 6 evenings and covered most of
Hollesley village and Shingle Street.
Joan Butcher

Date for your diary –
Barn Dance in Hollesley Church
Saturday, 28th November, 7 - 10 p.m., £5

www.villagevoices.org.uk
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Past Times
Who are they?
What was the occasion?

Photo supplied

Can you tell us anything
about this photo? Dennis
Driver found it when he
was clearing out at home!

Website update
The Village Voices website (www.villagevoices.org.uk) has been
running for some time now, providing much of the news and articles
online that can be found in our excellent monthly magazine.
As well as displaying news and other items for local residents, the
website also includes information that may be of interest to people
visiting the area, such as ‘Where to Eat and Drink’, or details of the
local bus and train services.
The latest addition to the website is a ‘Picture of the Month’ which
can be seen on the Home Page. This is a
chance for anyone to contribute. Just send your picture
(preferably with a local flavour) to me at the e-mail address given
below.
In addition to this feature, I would like to be able to expand
the website to include other items that may be of interest to
anyone – resident or visitor alike. If you have any suggestions
for inclusion, please e-mail me at danny.bethell@btinternet.com.
Alternatively, contact Helen, Rob or anyone else on the magazine editorial team, and I’m
sure they would be delighted to pass on your suggestions to me.
Danny Bethell
Have you visited our excellent website yet? Thank you Danny for all your hard work in
setting it up – it is especially appreciated by our overseas readers (Editor)
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Hollesley Fete presentation

From left to right:Stewart Austerfield, Hollesley Village Fete Committee, Nick Mason, Suffolk Wildlife Trust,
Rosie Clarke, Riding For The Disabled, Di Barnard, The Welcome Club, Dennis Driver, Hollesley Village Hall,
Carol Anderson, Hollesley YouthGroup, Tracy Pettitt, Suffolk Punch Trust, Sarah Anderson, Hollesley Youth
Group, Joan Butcher, Hollesley Village Fete Committee, Janice Wythe, Hollesley Preschool, Mike Adams,
Hollesley Village Fete Committee, Lois Bridgeman, Hollesley PreSchool. Sophie Middleditch, Nick Parry, Felix
Parry all from Hollesley Youth Group, David Mason, Suffolk Wildlife Trust, Fred Stentiford, on Behalf of
Hollesley Church, The Bell Tower, and Hollesley School.

After expenses this year’s Fete realized £3373.00 which was divided between all the
groups listed above. Hollesley has now bought an Exmoor pony to help graze the
Common. We will have a competition for the children at Hollesley School to name it and
we hope the two young reporters will send a report back to Village Voices. See more
photos on the website www.villagevoices.org.uk

Welcome Club outing

Photo supplied

21 Welcome Club members and a few
friends had a lovely day out at
Thorpeness and Aldringham in
September. We had coffee at
Thorpeness and a delicious lunch at
the Parrot and Punchbowl in
Aldringham. We are very grateful for
the donation from the Hollesley Fete
committee which went towards the
expenses of hiring the coach.
Di Barnard
Geoffrey Fulcher and Pam Thomas at Thorpeness
www.villagevoices.org.uk
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New garage business for Hollesley
Racing engines return to the village
Richard Coles and his wife Selena, trading
as ‘Coltec Racing Engines’, have been
trading successfully from premises in
Grundisburgh for many years. However,
being a progressive company, they have
felt that their business would benefit from
trading from a more modern facility.
Richard and Selena live locally at Oak Hill
and are personal friends of Tim Crane, a
relationship that goes back to the days
when Richard started his apprenticeship at
Cranes in 1984. The question of relocation
came up between them late last year and on
hearing this, Tim suggested that the superb
facility he owns in Hollesley would be an
ideal solution as it would not only give
Richard and Selena the premises they need
but free him up to pursue his many other
business interests that need closer attention
and time. Further discussions and much
planning followed resulting in an
agreement that will see Coltec Ltd leasing
the Hollesley Garage from late September
this year.

Selena are taking on the existing staff
currently employed at the garage to ensure
good continuity.
Tim and the Crane family would like to
thank the many loyal customers that have
supported the business over so many years
and say that they are very confident that
Coltec Ltd will continue to give excellent
service.
We wish Tim and family well as they move
on to ‘pastures new’ and look forward to
welcoming Richard and Selena at the
garage. (Editor)

Many village folk will recall that Holbay
Racing was trading from the Cranes
Garage site prior to Jack Crane acquiring it,
and Richard learned his racing engine skills
with them and bought all the technical
equipment from them when the company
was wound up.
Coltec not only provide specialist motor
engineering but a full range of garage
services such as MOT testing, servicing
and repairs, and will offer all this to the
customers of Cranes of Hollesley and all
the residents on the Peninsula, something
Tim was anxious to ensure. Richard and
www.villagevoices.org.uk
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Boyton Harvest
Supper
Saturday 24th October 7.00pm
Boyton Village Hall

Hollesley Bells
Open Day
The Tower will be open from 11am until
4pm on Sunday 1st November.
Prospective ringers especially welcome!
Come and join us for a cup of tea and see
the bells and ringing demos.

Roy Tricker will give a talk on Local
Church History. Over the years Roy has
displayed a passionate interest in church
history and has given many interesting talks Hollesley Tower Appeal 200 Club
on his findings. This is an event not to be Winning numbers in August were 33, 62,
missed.
75, and 77
3 course meal. £10. Bring own drinks
Ring 411409 to book

Hollesley Bells

There will be a peal of bells at Hollesley
church at 2pm on Sunday 11th October.
Some very skilled ringers from the Suffolk
Guild will be ringing.

Hollesley Tower Appeal
disappointment
We have been told by English Heritage that
we will not be considered for a grant in the
current financial year. It seems that a grant
would only be available if lumps of
masonry were falling off the tower!
It is now our intention to commence urgent
work to the bells and accelerate fund raising
for the repair of the masonry before it
becomes unsafe. We hope you will support
our efforts. We need over £100,000. Alan
McBurnie

Piano stool wanted

Apple Day at
Foxburrow Farm

Sunday November 1st, 1pm – 4pm
Foxburrow Farm
Saddlemakers Lane, Melton.
Event for all the family with stalls,
activities, crafts and refreshments.
Adults £2, children £1
Free parking
Paul Read, the leading apple expert in this
region, will be on hand with his superb
display of English apples. Bring your pear
or apple along for him to identify. There
will be a free tasting of a range of apple
varieties, and a chance to sample fresh
apple juice made with a hand press. Stalls
in the farmyard will be selling local
produce, preserves, chutneys and oils, and
the raffle prize will be a hamper of
delicious home–made goodies. There will
be a variety of activities for children
including the longest peel competition.
Home-made refreshments will be on sale in
the barn.

Does anyone have a piano stool suitable to
At three o’clock the Apple Man and his
use with the
Lady will lead a procession to the
Village Hall piano?
orchard to wassail the apple trees.
Christine Gillespie 411562
www.villagevoices.org.uk
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Helen Macleod

Shingle Street Coastguard

Martello Tower Shingle Street
There were three incidents to report on this month.
On 15th August at 1830 called to Bawdsey Ferry where a speedboat with four Polish
persons on board was adrift in the river mouth. Harwich ILB was called and towed them
back to Felixstowe Ferry.
On 18th August at 0930 a yacht reported that they thought there was pollution floating in
the river at Ramsholt. We went to investigate and found it was no more than sediment
floating on the surface.
On 29th August at 0930 a gaff rigged yacht Enterprise was well aground in the mouth of
the river Ore at Shingle Street. On arrival we found that it was in no immediate danger
and it finally refloated at 1500.
That's it for now, until next time, safe passage.

Roy Clark

Sad loss of dedicated prison workers

Readers will have read in the newspapers of the sad and sudden deaths of 3 prison staff
from Warren Hill within the past 3 months: Caroline Burnham from Kesgrave, Jacqueline
Donnelly from Sutton and Richard Self from Saxmundham. All were much respected
prison officers who were absolutely committed to the young people in their care. They
will be sorely missed in the prison, by their families and in the communities they came
from.
All our readers will wish to join us in sending our deepest sympathy to all those who
knew and loved them (Village Voices Team)
www.villagevoices.org.uk
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Diary—October 2009
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday
1 Oak Hill & Hollesley

Judo Club

To have your event listed here, please contact
Debbie Pipe on 01394 411976
or
email diary@villagevoices.org.uk
Yoga, 7.30pm
Oak Hill & Hollesley
Social Club Bingo
7.30 for 8pm

5 Welcome Club, 2pm
Short Mat Bowls
7-10pm

Parent & Toddler, 1-3pm

12 Womens Institute
7pm

6 Short Mat Bowls, 2pm 7 Judo Club
Hollesley Youth Club
7.30-9pm

Hollesley Bay Day
Centre
Short Mat Bowls
7-10pm
Mobile Library
Yoga, 7.30pm
Oak Hill & Hollesley
Social Club Bingo
7.30 for 8pm

Half Term

13 Short Mat Bowls

8 Oak Hill & Hollesley

Parent & Toddler, 1-3pm

3 Working Party

4

9.30am, contact Nick
Mason 411150

Morning, 10.30am12.30pm

9 Copy deadline

Social Club
7pm Whist Drive
8.30pm Paul’s Karaoke

10

11

17

18

24 Charity Pub

25

November Village
Voices

Hollesley Parish Council
Meeting, 7.30pm

14 Judo Club

15 Oak Hill & Hollesley 16

2pm
Parent & Toddler, 1-3pm

Social Club Whist Drive
7pm

Hollesley Youth Club
7.30-9pm
Badminton, 8-10pm

19 Welcome Club, 2pm 20 Short Mat Bowls
Short Mat Bowls
7-10pm

2 Boyton Coffee

Social Club Whist Drive
7pm

Sunday

Table Tennis, Boyton
3-5pm

Badminton, 8-10pm
Hollesley Bay Gym
Yoga, 7.30pm

Saturday

21 Judo Club

22 Oak Hill & Hollesley 23 Harvest Supper

2pm

Social Club Whist Drive
7pm

Mobile Police Station

Boyton Village Hall
7.30pm

Quiz, 8pm
Shepherd & Dog

Badminton, 8-10pm
Parent & Toddler, 1-3pm

26 Hollesley Bay Day

27 Short Mat Bowls

Centre

2pm

Short Mat Bowls
7-10pm

Badminton, 8-10pm

28

29 Oak Hill & Hollesley 30

31

Social Club Whist Drive
7pm

Yoga, 7.30pm

Mobile Library
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Your Letters – Here are some of your stories
Dear Editor,
After seeing the request in
Village Voices from the Parish
Council for seats in the
Cemetery we were very
pleased to donate a bench in
memory of my parents. My
mother Connie Southeron died
in 2002 and we have been
acutely aware that there was
no memorial to either of my
parents. Nothing that we
thought of seemed to be
appropriate. This, however,
was a perfect idea and the
bench has been beautifully
sited underneath the tree that was planted in memory of my father in 1981.
My parents loved living in Hollesley and they were involved in many activities. When
they were not out at meetings they were often to be seen in the garden outside The Haven
chatting with the customers making their way to Joan's Corner Shop.
John and I celebrated our Golden Wedding Anniversary on 15th August and all our family
were here. During a wonderful weekend we were able to take a few moments to enjoy
the tranquility of that peaceful spot and give thanks for the lives and love of two
wonderful people. We hope that the memorial bench will provide a restful place for their
friends and family to enjoy the Hollesley countryside that John and Connie loved so
much.
Jenny Maddock
Dear Editor,
By some strange fortune I was visiting Hollesley with my parents as we were going
through some family history information for my records. We visited the beautiful church,
which was my first visit, and it felt so peaceful and lovely - my mother regaled stories of
her being in the choir there for many years during the forties. It was also where she was
christened, married to my father and where their silver wedding vows were renewed. One
of my sisters was also christened there.
Whilst in the church my husband picked up a copy of August Village Voices as we left
and later when we looked through we found a photograph on page 25 of the wartime
coastguards and the request for information of the man in the middle of the front row.
October 2009 page 20
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Stunned, my family and I couldn't believe that it was my maternal grandfather, who had
been one of the main reasons for visiting Hollesley.
His name is Cecil Lennard, more affectionately known as ‘Jack’ and lived his adult life at
the Run Cottage in Hollesley, which had since been condemned after a tree grew through
the lounge and bedroom. (I noticed on our visit this has been rebuilt with a more modern
dwelling). They then moved to Moorlands in Hollesley soon after, I believe. He died in
1966 aged 72 before I was born so I sadly never knew him, but only through my Nana
Gertrude Lennard and their daughters Peggy (my mother) and Ruby (my aunt). My
mother and aunt are still living in Suffolk and so could tell you much more should you
wish.
We spent a lovely day visiting Hollesley, Bawdsey and then Shingle Street where my
(maternal) great-grandmother Etor Lucock lived.
Many thanks for allowing me to share this with you.
Heather Rumney (nee Emerson)
In September Village Voices, p.20, we published a letter to say that the man in the front of
that picture was Loder Miller. Now who really was he? Does anyone know the definitive
answer? (Editor)
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Treats for troops!
Please help us support our troops in
Afghanistan by providing them with
essential goods and items they miss from
back home.

Here are a few ideas – Toiletries,
tissues, baby wipes, shower gel, toothpaste
and brushes, razors, shampoo, roll-on
deodorants, Paracetamol.

coffee, drinking chocolate, tea bags, milk
sachets.

Food items – small tins baked beans,
spaghetti, noodles, Oxo cubes, ‘Baby Bel’
cheeses, crisps, cereal bars, jelly blocks (to
chew!), sweets, chewing gum, Tic Tacs.

No chocolate please!

Drink items – small bottles of drink,
fruit shoot, cartons of lemonade,

Put these items in a shoebox if possible,
and give to any WI member or tel. 411754

On Monday 7th September the Mothers’
Union was introduced to the world of
Army Cadets. The Reverend Canon David
Lowe, our speaker, gave us a really
fascinating and interesting insight into his
involvement as Padre to the cadets and
also as Padre to the Territorial Army.

satisfying life for David and his last
Drumhead service must be vivid in his
memories. He left us with lots of
photographs, books and leaflets to look at
and learn from at our leisure.

Mothers Union

David’s time has covered all aspects of the
cadet’s life and includes 39 camping
breaks over the years. One year they took a
group to Ypres; a trip that covered many
emotions for the leaders as well as the
cadets. It was fascinating to see how the
position and uniform of the army Padre has
evolved over the years from the late
1800’s. It has obviously been a very
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This month we are also at the Archdeacons
Coffee Morning on the 26th September at
St Michael’s Martlesham. We will be
manning the Kitchen Goods Stall, which
shows we are not just confined to the local
area.
Our next meeting will be at 1.30 pm
Monday 5th of October and is our A.G.M.
Until then take care and God bless you.
Pat Fleetwood 410409

www.villagevoices.org.uk

Hollesley WI
Champagne and cake instead of tea and
biscuits were a delightful surprise at our
September meeting in the Village Hall when
Priscilla St Ledger wanted to celebrate 20
years of living in Hollesley in this generous
way with her friends in the WI.
This rounded off an evening that also
contained an unusual talk with slides by
Stephen Caulfield, better known on stage
with Hollesley Players. He had stepped in at
short notice to tell us about an intrepid
walking holiday across the desert in the
company of a Bedouin guide. Not
something to be undertaken by the faint
hearted!
During the summer a large group of us
visited Aldeburgh Theatre to see Caught in
the Net, a farce by Ray Cooney, that had us
all in hysterics with its fast pace and double
entendres. We all agreed the play was
hilarious from beginning to end and a great
night out.
The open-top guided bus tour through
Ipswich was very interesting and the view
from the Orwell Bridge, normally unseen by
car, was stunning. Still on the theme of
buses, a spur of the moment decision taken
during darts practice saw nine of our
members booking the Link bus for 10.30 on
Friday 4th September to arrive in
Woodbridge in time to see the soldiers from
Rock Barracks march through the town in
celebration of their receiving the Freedom of
the Borough in recognition of their services
in Afghanistan. (see p.3 Editor)

Priscilla St Ledger in Nigerian dress
as possible in order that we do not lose this
valuable asset. Our president took the
opportunity to speak to some of the troops
and all were very appreciative of our efforts
with knitting hats and providing other
essentials such as toiletries to add to their
comfort when abroad.

There is a varied programme planned for
the next few months leading up to
Christmas, including another quiz night in
November. Our next two meetings will be
returning to the Bowls Club on our usual
second Tuesday, but in the New Year future
Those who took the trip found the parade
meetings will be on the second Thursday in
very moving and agreed that the bus service the month in the Village Hall.
was excellent and should be used as much
Julie Kitson
www.villagevoices.org.uk
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In September a conference was held at
Snape Maltings to consider all aspects of
the future of the Suffolk Coastal area
stretching from Thorpeness to Shingle
Street. The map above shows the part of the
area which applies to Village Voices
readers living in Hollesley, Boyton, Capel
St Andrew and Shingle Street. The shaded
area to the right of the dotted line on the
map (east) shows the area potentially at risk
from flooding. Of course, this doesn’t mean
that it will flood, just that it could, given
certain conditions. Whilst the flood issue is
of great concern to all of us, the conference
wanted to discover much more about the
lives of people living in our area.
Estuary Planning Partnership for the
Alde and Ore
Many groups were represented including
the Environment Agency, National Trust,
Suffolk Coast and Heaths, local landowners
and Parish Councils, RSPB, Natural
England, SCDC, Alde and Ore Association,
local fishermen and yacht clubs and the
Ramblers’ Association.
Jeremy Scofield, Strategic Director SCDC
said that we must all face challenges
together with temperatures expected to rise
2 deg by 2050, sea level up 6 cm by 2025,
with a loss of salt marsh at Shingle Street.
Rainfall will be up by 12% with wet
winters and very dry summers. Population
is estimated to be up 2 % in 10 years.
1/ could put
Tourism will increase but
2
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pressure on the wild and beautiful areas
people come to visit. Jobs, and especially
small businesses are doing well, but more
affordable housing is needed to enable
young people to settle here. SCDC has a
20% reduction in budget for the next 3
years, but there will be an increase of 80%
for flood management in the next 25 years.
(I was informed during discussion that if
the innovative defences at Bawdsey hold
they will protect the whole of Hollesley
Bay.)
Bill Parker, Project Officer said a better
approach is needed to see what can be done
in local solutions. We must all make our
voices heard and make decisions together
for the next 20 years. We must define
common interests, agree a way forward and
have regular reviews and discussions. We
must look for ideas and opportunities from
many different people, especially those who
know the area well. Each Parish should
have a Parish Plan. What is special about
the area? What concerns you most about
the future of your area and why? Email
Jacqueline.smith@btinternet.com 01728
746420
Frank Duenk from the Netherlands told us
how communities are coming together and
coping, with greater challenges than we
face here.
‘The best way to predict the future is to
invent it!
Helen Macleod
www.villagevoices.org.uk

At night the sky is essentially
black, but during the daytime it is
generally blue – close to the
direction of the Sun it may appear
to be almost white, whilst in
directions away from the Sun it
may be a very deep blue. The
reasons for this are interesting.
We see most of the world around
us by reflection – grass looks green
because it reflects green light more
strongly than other colours, a
letter-box looks red because it
High cirrus clouds and aircraft vapour trails
reflects red light more strongly. But
the colour of the sky is due to scattering of sunlight in the atmosphere.
All constituents of the air (e.g. air molecules, dust particles, ice crystals, water droplets)
can scatter sunlight, but the type of scattering depends very much on the size of the
particles involved. Very small particles (like air molecules) scatter blue light much more
strongly than red. Thus when we look overhead on a sunny day we see sunlight that has
been scattered through a large angle, and it is predominantly blue light. On the other
hand, when we look westwards towards the setting Sun it appears to be red – the long
path of the light through the atmosphere means that much of the blue light has been
scattered away into other directions. The only light that remains travelling in our
direction is the red end of the spectrum, giving us the fiery orange-reds of a beautiful
sunset.
After a long period of dry weather the air becomes filled with minute particles of sand
and clay carried on the wind. However, although they are very small, these particles are
much larger than air molecules, and they scatter all colours equally. The sky then appears
to be less intensely blue and more a milky white. But a heavy shower of rain will wash
all the dust from the air leaving it clean and transparent, and the sky once more appears
to be clear blue.
Whenever high cirrus clouds appear they are evidence of tiny ice crystals in the upper
atmosphere. Although small, these crystals are much larger than air molecules, and again
they scatter the different colours almost equally, giving the sky a milky white appearance.
Aircraft vapour trails at high altitude are likewise made of small ice crystals, and their
white traces show up best against a clear blue sky.
Volcanic eruptions can also be a major source of atmospheric dust, and the debris they
eject contains particles with a wide range of sizes. The largest particles fall back to Earth
quite quickly, but the smaller ones may remain suspended in the upper atmosphere for
weeks or months, and can sometimes spread right round the Earth. Scattering of sunlight
from these particles may give rise to spectacular orange, red or purple sunsets, as
followed some recent eruptions in Alaska and Siberia.
Ray Larsen
www.villagevoices.org.uk
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Photo Supplied

Skywatching October 2009 – Blue Skies Thinking
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Look what’s in our drainpipes!

Photo Supplied

The Hollesley sewer

A camera in the sewer pipe shows it to be partially blocked
Since my last report the camera has been put
down the sewer pipe. This went from Silver
Birch (the former police bungalow), across
the road, and then down to Duck Corner. Mr
Minter came to see me as promised and said
that the pipe was partially blocked and
furred up and needed to be ‘jetted,’ which
should clear any obstruction. One pipe was
jetted on 21st August and the second was
expected to be done in the week
commencing 7th September.

weeks and experiments are taking place to
find a chemical which will solve the
problem.
Jenny Friend
(Hollesley Parish Council)
Thanks go to Jenny who has campaigned on
behalf of villagers to find a solution to this
longstanding problem (Editor)

The problem was caused by a build-up of fat
and rags (mainly pads and nappies) which
have been put down the drains. I have
dropped off leaflets to Sutton Parish Council
to circulate on Sutton Heath. Details will go
in their local newsletter.
Work is being done on the bad odour which
is most noticeable in still and damp weather.
It comes from the pumping plant in action
on the base. This will be checked every 6
www.villagevoices.org.uk
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Muriel Browning

15.4.1913 – 27.8.2009

Angela Lawrence

Muriel Browning, known affectionately as
‘Speedy’, died in Ipswich Hospital after a
short illness. She was 96 and the oldest
resident of Hollesley. She was a very
independent, determined and brave
woman. With the support of her family and
caring neighbours in the village she was
able to live an independent life in her
Mallard Way bungalow right up until June,
when she became a resident of Glebe
House.
Although arthritis rendered her unsteady
on her feet, her Ferrari-red scooter gave
her legs and earned her that nickname
‘Speedy’ from the girls in the shop.
Having never driven before, she would hog
the middle of the road as she headed to the
shop, church or village hall for club
Muriel Browning
meetings. Muriel arrived in the village in
2000 after moving from Braunton in Devon. She became a popular and active member of
various groups; the Welcome Club, Hollesley Bay Day Centre and the Mothers’ Union.
Muriel’s lifelong passion was music and she loved playing the piano. Well into her 90s,
her great delight was to play the hymns for MU meetings and Christmas carols for the
Welcome Club and prison day centre. She would spend hours trawling through sheaves of
popular songs to compile musical quizzes for Welcome Club members, practising daily on
her treasured Broadwood piano so she’d be note perfect. She had a gift for entertaining
and whenever the opportunity arose recited humorous poems.
Born in Greenwich in April 1913 Muriel White was born into the White family of Thames
barge builders. The second of three children, her elder sister Joan trained as a teacher, but
contracted polio at 22 and spent most of her life in a wheelchair. Her younger brother
Gordon taught abroad. Muriel trained as a teacher in Brighton from 1931-1933 and
worked in primary schools in Essex, London and Kent until her retirement in 1966. She
loved young children and they loved her, so it was natural that she should spent much of
her career taking reception classes. Her last outing this summer was to the village fête to
watch the children country dancing.
Children and music were her greatest delight. Generations of children - within her own
family as well as her pupils - have her to thank for the gift of music.
Angela Lawrence
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From our Country Kitchen
Baking Potatoes
The main crop varieties of potato which make the best baked potatoes are ready now.
Give the skin a good scrub, cut a slit along the top and cook in a medium oven for 1 to 1
1/2 hours depending on size. If the skin is scabby or damaged, peel the potato and then
roll in a seasoned flour before baking. This creates a lovely crispy skin. Once cooked they
can of course be filled with anything you like, butter and sour cream being favourites.
In her Garden Cook Book Sarah Raven has a brilliant recipe for stuffed baked potatoes
with pesto which is definitely worth the effort.
For each baked potato you will need:
50 ml creme fraiche
1 1/2 oz grated cheese
40ml pesto

1 small garlic clove, peeled and crushed
Salt and pepper
Preheat oven to 180ºc, gas 4

Score round the potato with a sharp knife and then bake until cooked. Remove from the
oven and cool slightly. Cut them in half, scoop out the potato and put into a bowl. Put the
skins onto an oiled baking tray. Mash the potato flesh with the other ingredients and
spoon back into the skins. Return to the oven and cook for another 15-20 minutes until
the tops are golden.(If you don't have any pesto, finely chop some basil leaves and mix
with grated parmesan, crushed garlic and olive oil to make a smooth paste)
If time is short try Australian potatoes. My mother used to make these and I have no idea
why she called them this. Cut the scrubbed potatoes in half length wise. Dry the cut
surface with kitchen paper and score with a knife in a criss cross pattern.
Put them cut side up on an oiled baking tray. Drizzle with olive oil and spread it over the
surface. Sprinkle with salt. Bake in the usual way until the top is golden brown and they
are cooked through.
When the weather turns cold and your
tomatoes stop ripening outside don't
abandon them or turn them into chutney.
Cut off the bunches and tie them together
with string so they hang one below another.
Suspend them from a hook in the kitchen
and they will ripen over the next couple of
months.
Pauline Austerfield
www.villagevoices.org.uk
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The Suffolk Punch Trust
As you may have noticed, the stable blocks
have been fitted with new roofing and we
have started work on the internal structure to
remove the steps and uneven ground. This
will significantly improve access to the area
especially for people who are not very
steady on their feet and for wheelchairs.
Volunteers are working very hard preparing
the walls in the stables ready for a fresh lick
of paint. If you fancy picking up a paint
brush for a few hours to help please get in
touch with me via the details below.
Photo by Suffolk Punch Trust

Soon we will start work on replacing the
electrical wiring system and installing a new
Fire Detection System.
Major landscaping work and planting new
trees and plants will be starting soon so that
the areas around the horses will be as
beautiful as they are.

Declan with Gigi at Framlingham
Firstly I am disappointed to have to say
that some people are still not keeping to
the public footpaths and are completely
ignoring our previous requests. The reason
we ask is for animal welfare. If you are not
sure where the paths are, look for the
finger posts or you can view them on an
up to date ordnance survey map.

Despite all the work done to date we still
need to raise more funding to help pay for
the finishing touches to the car park, a
purpose built cafeteria and reception
equipment. The Trustees and volunteers are
working extremely hard so that we can
open to the public on schedule at Easter
time next year.

As you can see, the Trust has come a very
long way since its conception in 2003 due to
the extremely hard work of a group of very
dedicated people. We still have a lot of work
to do but it makes me feel immensely proud
I thought I would update you on the
progress at the stud: the construction of the to be associated with the Trust and its
achievements to date. We could not have
Visitor Centre building is complete and
done this without the wonderful local
was handed over to the Trust in
support from you and Village Voices.
September. Work on the Learning Centre
started on 14th September and is due to be Let’s hope that the next 12 months will see
completed by early October 2009.
the realisation of the Trust’s goals.
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Don’t forget to visit our website and check out the rest of the events for 2009 on the
‘Press’ page. www.suffolkpunchtrust.org.
Take care Tara Foy
suffolkpunchtrust@hotmail.com
Tel: 07841-778658 (evenings only)

Shepherd and Dog Boules

Laurie Forsyth

I suppose coming
second in your league
can’t be bad? There is a
sense of disappointment
at the end of the season
that we didn’t make the
Play-offs. They are
between the three top
teams of the three
leagues and the best
runner-up. It was down
to us and The Three
Horseshoes, North
Cove, for that place.
Boules and reflections
Both teams had the
same average points score,
of 1.4, so it came down to the games For and Against in all the matches. Unfortunately
we just missed out and the season is over, except for Tuesday night ‘chuck-arounds’ until
the light goes and the weather curtails our enjoyment.
It was all because of our last match of the season – at home to the Rushmere Rugby
Rollers. Surely we would obtain the single point required even with a depleted team
against a team with few points and in the bottom two of the league. It started well but
both the first two games were eventually lost 13 -12. In the second two games Ray and
Jon had an easy win over on piste B, 13 – 6, but as in the first games, Nick and Neil,
having taken an early lead, saw their advantage diminish. A very long-lasting measure
went against them and soon the game had gone 13 – 12. We had our first home defeat in
two seasons at the hands of a lowly, but fast improving, team and we missed out on any
silverware this year.
Nick Mason.

www.villagevoices.org.uk
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Boyton Fete
Boyton fete was again blessed
by marvellous weather. This
year there were many more
activities for young and old.
Skills of accuracy were required
for hoopla, bowling and
shooting as well as for the
treasure hunt, the Smarties Jar
and ‘Guess the Weight of the
Pumpkin’ which turned out to
be an enormous 101lb. Thanks
go to the Ipswich Drummers for
their exciting rhythms, and to
Micky McBurnie for her jazz
interludes.
Thank also to Pauline
Austerfield for her kind
donation of a beautiful
watercolour painting of the
Norman door at Boyton church
(see front cover). Thanks go to
John Finlay Motors
(www.finlaymotors.co.uk) for
the generous donation of a draw
What an enormous pumpkin!
prize. We are also grateful for
an entertaining display by the birds of prey from the Hollesley Bay project and for being
introduced to some friendly Limousin calves by Roger Cosgrove (www.farm2form.co.uk).
The actor Michael Maloney presented the prizes to whom we are very grateful. The fete
raised a record sum of over £1600 towards church and village hall funds. Thanks go to
everyone who helped and contributed towards our popular annual village fete.
Fred Stentiford
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Notes on discussions at the Hollesley Parish
Council Meeting 10th September
The County Councillor, Mrs Rosie Clarke,
and the District Councillor, Mrs Rhona
Sturrock, both reported on the extremely
difficult financial future which was being
faced by all the local authorities. The
County Council and the District and
Borough Councils were in discussion on
methods of working closely together to
deliver services more efficiently and
without duplication.

The Chairman, Cllr Dennis Driver,
informed the meeting that it would be
necessary to move the bottle, glass and
paper recycling banks from the Shepherd
and Dog car park and suggested that these
could be sited on land at the village hall. It
was agreed to discuss this proposal with the
Village Hall Management Committee and
to obtain quotes to build a concrete pad on
which the banks could be located.

Cllr Jenny Friend informed the meeting
about progress which had been made with
Anglian Water concerning the sewage
problems at Duck Corner. The pipes had
It was agreed that the Parish Council would been jetted and the pumping plant at Sutton
Heath would be maintained within the next
support Village Voices in the best village
few weeks. Mrs Friend said that the
magazine competition.
blockages had been caused by cooking oil
and fat and items such as disposable
The Clerk gave details of the Parish
nappies being put into the system at Sutton
Council finances. It was agreed that the
Heath.
Parish Council would consider whether it
could increase its support for the Village
Hall following the forthcoming meeting of It was noted that hedges around the village
needed cutting back. Dead trees and
the Village Hall Management Committee.
branches had fallen from the hedge
Four planning applications were considered opposite Moorlands and the owner of the
hedge would be asked to attend to the
and were supported.
hedge.
Cllr Chris Walker briefed the meeting on
the situation concerning the proposed cycle Discussion took place about the possible
track/footpath between the Water Tower and irrigation of the village hall playing field.
Duck Corner. He also informed the meeting
about grant applications for play equipment It was noted that the path across the
allotments was very overgrown and needed
for the play area at Oak Hill.
strimming.
The village cemetery was discussed.
Date of next meeting: Thursday 8 October
2009 in the Village Hall.
It was recommended that the Parish
Council should remain informed about the
Rosie Clarke, County Councillor
Shoreline Management Plan.
The Clerk reported that an allotment had
become vacant and it would be offered to
the first person on the waiting list.
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