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Dates for your diary

Subscriptions for Village Voices
£12 p.a. including postage
Overseas prices on request

Cheque payable to Boyton PCC
To Debbie Pipe, 4 Mallard Way

Hollesley IP12 3QJ

Ideal gift for someone from
this area or with local connections

Enquiries: diary@villagevoices.org.uk
Or Tel 01394 411976

Date Time What
Saturday 6th October 10.30am–12.30 Coffee morning, Boyton Village Hall

Saturday 6th October 10.30am Community herb garden, Boyton

Sunday 7th October 9.30am SWT working party, Sutton Common

Thursday 11th October 7.30pm Womens’ Institute

Saturday 13th October 10.30am Boyton Village Hall Open Meeting

Saturday 13th October 7.30pm Race Night Hollesley Village Hall

Thursday 18th October 8.45–9.45am Mobile Police Station, Pub car park

Saturday 20th October 7.30pm Boyton Inn

Tuesday 23rd October Mobile Library

Saturday 27th October 10am Boyton Community Group Papaver

Sunday 28th October 8pm Charity pub quiz, Shepherd and Dog

Wednesday 31st October 3.30pm Children’s Halloween Spooktacular, Shepherd 
& Dog

Day Time What Where Contact
Monday 7.30pm Yoga Hollesley VH Elly Lloyd 412053

Monday 1.30pm Mothers’ Union Bawdsey VH Pat Fleetwood 410409

Tuesday 2pm Welcome Club Marian Collins 411262

Tuesday Hollesley Bay Day Centre Audrey Shelcott 411776

Tuesday Tai Chi Hollesley VH Ali Crawford 411717

Tuesday 7.30pm Ballroom Dancing Sutton VH

Tuesday 8pm Tai Chi / Qi Gong Hollesley VH Roy Wadland 411755

Wednesday 8pm Badminton Chris Andrews 411126

Thursday Judo Club Julie Joliffe 410483

Thursday 2–3pm Art Classes Butley VH Mary 450077

Friday 11am Coffee Morning Shepherd & Dog

Sunday 10–11am Sunday Shape Up Hollesley VH Beck Williams 07956 622330

Sunday 4–5pm Table Tennis Boyton VH Andrew Cassy 411720

Regular Events
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From the Editor

Dear Friends,

Isn’t she lovely? Katherine Leaver from
Rendlesham is shown here posing as a
statue during a shower at her Street Fair
while collecting for the Mothers Union.
Although she is still at school, Katherine
has written the Hollesley Players Christmas
play, a version of ‘The Christmas Carol’, do
come and see it! It’s not too late to offer to
help, and it will be lots of fun! 
(Details 411079)

You will find the second part of Barbara
Fisher’s fascinating article on page 4 about
life as it was in Hollesley within living
memory. 

A great deal has been going on in our
villages during the Summer including the
school’s Golden Summer (p.12) and
‘Carrying the torch for the RDA’ (p.27).
Read about the successful fete at Boyton,
(p.18), Craft Fair (p.10), and amazing moths
(p. 25). 

Congratulations to Jane and Ben who were
married recently. Jane writes about their work with the Suffolk Wildlife Trust, and we
hope for more news in the future (p.7).

A successful football season has started once more. Come and join one of the teams or
support our young people as a spectator on Saturday mornings (p. 37)

Helen Macleod
(Editor)                                                                     

Cover photo: Shingle Street shell line by Helen Macleod

Please note that the opinions expressed in this magazine do not necessarily reflect the
views or policies of the editorial team.

Year 6 leavers at Hollesley Primary School

Email: editor@villagevoices.org.uk
Editor: Helen Macleod, Colyton
The Street, Hollesley, IP12 3QU

Advertising: Rob Claxton
Tel: 01394 410231
E-mail: ads@villagevoices.org.uk
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From Poplar Cottage to Montrose (Part II)

Montrose opened up a whole new world for us children, and we got to know the people
of the village. I can remember Miss Lennard on her bicycle wearing a tweed suit, sensible
shoes, a pork pie-type hat and always a smile.  She was a teacher at the school and also
played the organ in the church where Monty was a sidesman. I well remember one Easter
being down on holiday and going into the church, it must have been Easter Saturday. As
we opened the door the smell of flowering currant was overwhelming and on inspection
the whole church had been decorated with boughs of it, adorning every window along the
side aisle. I cannot smell that shrub to this day without remembering Hollesley Church.
We always went to church on a Sunday and remember Mr Groome the Rector who lived
in the Rectory in School Road.

In those days Hollesley supported four shops and a Post Office along with two pubs.
From Montrose going down the hill towards the Shepherd and Dog, two bungalows down
was the front room grocery shop of Mr and Mrs Price. They weren’t there for many more
years and eventually gave up and retired to a new bungalow they had built on land behind
their shop and Montrose near the Dell overlooking Stebbings Lane. The Post Office was
run by Mrs Upshall in the bungalow behind the Shepherd and Dog and I recall playing
with Susan her daughter or perhaps grand-daughter, in the holidays.  At the bottom of
Tower Hill opposite the Thatched Cottage was George Wyatt’s supply store now Tall
Trees.  We went through a middle door and a long counter spread along the back wall. I
recall he always wore an apron, a tall man with a bald head and glasses.  Further along on
the same side as the garage was the shop and bungalow of George Lennard. We loved
going in there because George was always so friendly.  Last but not least was the 

Montrose in 2004
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favourite shop opposite The Fox, Mrs Osborne’s little shop. We would pop in there to buy
our sweets and would carefully consider what to spend our pennies on before they were
ceremoniously wrapped and taken home. This shop always smelled nice, a mixture of
soap and paraffin and other things like smoked bacon.  A jumble of smells but none easily
identifiable but sometimes I can visit a small independent shop and get the same
evocative perfume that transports me back to Hollesley.  From the shop we could see the
bus arrive and where it would often turn around to head back to Shottisham and
Woodbridge. We would look for George Middleditch our favourite conductor who lived

just opposite Montrose in a cottage
halfway up Foxhill. Very often he could be
found leaning over the wall at the end of
his garden and we would chat whilst we
waited for Uncle Monty to come home
from work on his bicycle and if I was
lucky be allowed to ride on the saddle for
a little way up Foxhill.

The very last house along the road to
Boyton, at Duck Corner, was the home of
Hugh and Lilian Sherman with their
children. I know Lilian moved into
Montrose after Monty’s death and perhaps
that era has gone now too.

(Lilian sadly died this year but Monty’s
grand-daughter Paula still lives there.
Editor)

When we arrived from London on either
the train or the Grey Green Coach very
often we were met by Mr Wyman with his
hire car. Always resplendent in peaked cap
he would drive us to Hollesley pointing
out anything new since our last visit.  We

kept an eye out for the Eagle Gates and then Gobblecock under the pine trees knowing
that very soon we would arrive in Hollesley. The White Gates on Heath Road meant that
we were almost there and instead of turning down to Poplar Farm we now drove along
The Street in style.

Going down Foxhill towards The Fox, the Dunthornes occupied the large house standing
sideways on to the road and again I played with their grand-daughters during the
holidays.  Past The Fox and there was the entrance to Mrs Lindsay-Smith’s chicken farm.
I would visit and end up collecting the eggs from the deep-litter houses having to count
them as I went.  I will never forget my shock when, on dropping one and it broke, all the
hens rushed to eat it. I was horrified: it was almost cannibalism!   
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Uncle Monty at Montrose



A favourite treat was to catch the bus to Bawdsey. The bus would trundle down through
Alderton and carry on stopping at the Star at Bawdsey where sometimes we would get off
and walk to East Lane, but Bawdsey was my favourite.  We would paddle from the small
beach by the ferry and I even learnt to swim there. The path round the headland was
blocked as Bawdsey Manor was still special in those days and there was a lot of barbed
wire.  The sight of those four great pylons when we were on the bus from Ipswich always
meant we were getting near to our childhood paradise.

Wendy had gone to school in Hollesley but before that lived in Alderton briefly while she
and my mother were evacuated from London. Mother had been the post girl and they
lived in a cottage just along from what was then the Post Office. Mother used to tell us
stories of her round on a bicycle that meandered down to Ramsholt and involved pushing
her bike along past the Ramsholt Arms and up around the church to outlying farms.

One of my other memories is a bit of a mystery that some people may know about. If you
take the path across Kell Walk from Tower Hill to the track to Poplar Farm you cross two
fields with the Village Hall playing field on your right. On reaching the second field we
used to turn left and walk down the hedge to the woods at the back of this field.  Through
the gate under the trees were mounds and pits and my father and I were told that this had
been the site of an old village at one time. Does anyone know?

It is hard to believe that all of this
happened just 60 or so years ago,
things have moved on so fast and I
expect everyone in Hollesley now
has main drainage, electricity and
Broadband. Hollesley doesn’t
seem to have changed very much
although there has been some new
building along Rectory Road and
Parson’s Hill where before there
were just fields. I will be coming
back sometime soon. I still regard
it as one of my favourite places
because it holds such lovely
memories for charm, a hidden
corner of England where the sun
always shines.

Barbara Fisher

Poplar Cottages as they were in
the early days and where it all
began.
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Shepherd’s Cottage wedding 

Ben Calvesbert and I were
married on 11th August
2012 at the Shepherds
Cottage in Wantisden (very
apt!) We live in Sutton
village and both work for
the Suffolk Wildlife Trust. I
have been with the Trust
since 2004, Ben since
2001. We are based at
Foxburrow Farm in Melton.
I am the Grazing Officer
and look after the Trust’s
flock of Hebridean 
sheep and herds of Exmoor,
Dartmoor and Konik

ponies. I am assisted by my two sheep dogs, and a team of volunteers. The dogs names
are Tay and Ethan (Tay is in the one in front on the photo), both are Border collies. I use
them to work the sheep (both are absolutely vital when gathering 200-odd sheep from 
100-plus hectares of heathland!)
The sheep predominantly graze the Sandlings heaths including Upper Hollesley
Common, as well as many other sites in Suffolk.  They
do a vital job of grazing these heathland sites, keeping
the open areas free of encroaching silver birch and pine
scrub. The Exmoor pony herd includes CoCo the pony
who was purchased by Hollesley village and named by
the children of Hollesley primary school.
Ben is the Sandlings Warden and is responsible for
planning and conducting practical management tasks on
the Heaths and other Trust reserves in the Woodbridge
area. He is helped by Nick Mason, the long standing
volunteer warden and his regular work parties. These
take place on the first Sunday of every month. (For
further details see this edition of Village Voices!)
Suffolk Wildlife Trust manages the Sutton and
Hollesley Heaths in partnership with the land owners:
the Forestry Commission, Suffolk Coastal District
Council and Broxtead Estate.        
Jane Barber

For more information on the Suffolk Wildlife Trust’s
work see www.suffolkwildlifetrust.org

Tay (front) and Ethan, Jane’s
trusty sheepdogs 

(Photo, Ben Calvesbert)

Jane and Ben at Shepherd’s Cottage
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Our Vicar writes

In a recent survey, 600 young people, aged
between 16 and 24, were asked to rank 8
‘moral issues’ in order of importance. The
issues included caring for family, buying
ethical products, caring for the environment,
putting others first, practising a religion
and being faithful to a partner. Perhaps
unsurprisingly, ‘practising a religion’ or
‘religious observance’ came fairly low on
the list in the survey results and reporters
were keen to see this as a sign of a decline in
religious affiliation, particularly among the
young.
To my mind, ‘practising a religion’ has to be
seen as the odd one out among the issues put
forward in the survey. Most religions, certainly Christianity, place a strong emphasis on
caring for others and the world we live in, as a living out of our spiritual and religious
values. Our beliefs, our faith – if we have one – may govern why we do things such as
caring for others but they are not alternative values. For many people, caring for others is
religious observance, a practical working-out of their faith.
I think I am most concerned about the 4% who put ‘religious observance’ at the top of the
list because it is surely when so-called ‘religious observance’ takes precedence over
caring for others that we see the terrible acts that give religion a bad name. It might be
interesting to reflect on how we would rank the issues mentioned in my first paragraph.      
May God Bless you all.                                                           

Boyton Village Hall

Part of the Christian church’s ‘mission statement’ is to ‘respond to human need by loving
service’. One of the ways that St Andrew’s Church in Boyton seeks to do this is by
making the Village Hall (which is owned by the church) available for use by the whole
village community. 
The freshly painted interior looks really good and improvements to the lighting are
planned. However, further enhancements need to be tailored to the use villagers wish to
make of the hall. St Andrew’s Parochial Church Council would like to hear your views: 

Open Meeting, in the hall, at 10.30am on Saturday 13th October.
Refreshments will be served!
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Team South Africa at the Holiday Club
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Team Vicar:
Ruth Hatchett 01394 412052
ruth.hatchett@yahoo.co.uk

Hollesley Churchwardens:
Fred Stentiford, 01394 411469
Pat Shannon, 01394 411214

Boyton Churchwardens:
Malcolm Fleetwood, 01394 410409
Isobel Lilley, 01394 411409

Hollesley Tower Captain:
Alan McBurnie 01394 411999

Church ContactsWEEKDAY SERVICES

Wednesday
12noon Sutton – Holy Communion

Thursday
9am Boyton Church – Morning Prayer

Friday
8am Hollesley Church - Morning Prayer 

1st Thursday
2.30pm Glebe House, Hollesley - Evensong

3rd Thursday
10.30am Glebe House, Hollesley - Holy

Communion

4th Thursday
1.30pm Colyton, Hollesley - Prayer Group
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When
St Andrew’s

Boyton
All Saints’
Hollesley

Other
Villages

7
th

 October
8.00  Holy
Communion

9.30  Holy Communion

11.00 Alderton
Harvest
Thanksgiving
& Baptism

14
th

 October
11.00  Morning
Praise

9.30  Family
Communion
6.00 Sing to the Lord

8.00 Alderton
11.00 Bawdsey
Ramsholt

21
st
 October

11.00 Holy
Communion

9.30  Café Sundae
6.30  Evensong

8.00 Alderton

28
th

 October 9.30  Holy Communion
8.00 Alderton
11.00 Bawdsey
Ramsholt
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Successful Craft
Fair at Hollesley
Church

Thank you to everybody who
participated or supported the Craft
and Hobbies Fair. There was an
impressive diversity of talent on
display and much enthusiasm. 

The event raised the magnificent sum
of £555.91 for church funds.
Di Barnard and Juliet Johnson

Interested in local history?
Hollesley Church are drawing up a plan of the churchyard around the church and would
like to document the memorial stones which are still legible. Juliet Johnson (PCC
Secretary) would like to hear from you if 
a) you would be willing to examine the gravestones in a small, designated area of 

the churchyard.
b) someone you knew is buried in an unmarked grave in the churchyard, so that we

can update our records for future generations.
Juliet can be contacted on 411444 or email juliet@johnson.org 

From the registers:
Baptism
9th September Ziggy Andrew Braithwaite (grandson of Mike & Joy Andrews)

at St Andrew’s Church, Alderton

Funerals
20th August Brian Gilbert of Hollesley at All Saints Church, Hollesley
6th September Joy Gascoigne of Hollesley at Seven Hills Crematorium

God and the environment
What? coffee and/or breakfast with informal discussion & activities.
When? 9.30am Sunday 21st October
Where? All Saints Church, Hollesley
Who? Everyone is welcome! Suitable for all ages. Separate 

activities for small children

Isobel Lilley on the Fair Trade stall 
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Gertie on her 100th birthday proudly holding her message from the Queen.

Farewell to Hollesley’s centurion:
Gertie Holmes 1911- 2012

It is with great sadness that we bid farewell to the oldest resident of Hollesley who died
peacefully on Sunday September 2nd in Glebe House. Gertie Holmes moved here from
Barking after her husband George died in 2001. Her only son Alan, who had Down’s
Syndrome, entered an Ipswich Care Home and sadly died in 2011.

We met when I ran to her rescue with an umbrella, as she passed my home during a heavy
downpour and so began our friendship. Although in her nineties, she was a keen walker
around our local lanes! After that first meeting, I went to visit her on a regular basis and
we enjoyed occasional trips to Shingle Street, Bawdsey, the bluebell woods at Butley or
we just chatted together about old times over a cup of tea and her favourite Eccles cakes!

Gertie was always fiercely independent having survived two World Wars and being part
of the keep calm and carry on generation. She had a keen sense of humour and took an
avid interest in current affairs and sport: cricket and tennis were her favourites. She loved
life’s simple pleasures such as poppies in the hedgerows or sharing a childhood song.

She was lovingly cared for by all the staff at Glebe House and will be greatly missed by
all of us. Cheerio Gertie, toodle-pip!

Cheryl Gray
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All Saints, Hollesley

Golden Summer

We have said goodbye to Abby and
Shannon who are now at Farlingaye
and it’s time to say hello to Luke
and Holly who are the new School
Reporters. We both started at
Hollesley Primary School on the
same day as Mrs Wright so we were
part of her first reception class.

Holly is 10 years old and she really
wanted to be the reporter because
she loves writing. Luke is 10 and ¾
and loves playing football. Luke
really wanted to be the reporter
because he also loves writing and
we are a good team at writing.

Last term our topic was the
Olympics and we found out about
the Greek Olympics as well as

learning about body parts and being good at sport. We had a countdown to the opening
ceremony and the start of the Olympics. We were very lucky because the whole school
went to see the Olympic torch pass through Melton: a moment all of us in our school will
treasure forever. We stood right in front of the kissing point so we had a really good view
and some may even remember touching or even holding the torch before the swap over.

We went to watch the Brazilian gymnasts train in Ipswich at Piper’s Vale Gymnastics
club. Andy Wood who works at the club had been one of the torch-bearers and all of years
3 – 6  had their photo taken holding the torch.

Then at the start of the summer holidays Mrs Lansdell, Mrs Edwards and Miss Pickering
took both of us to watch the Olympic football at Coventry stadium. We were lucky that
our school got tickets and we were able to go. We got in the car about 11:30 and started
our journey to Coventry. After a couple of minutes in the car Mrs Edwards pulled out
some Tangfastics and we all had some. After a couple of hours listening to music we
finally reached Coventry. Then we got out of the car and got our lunch and went across
the road to eat our picnic. Afterwards we headed over to the stadium. We were both
feeling a bit tense and nervous and when we finally reached the stadium Miss Pickering
bought a programme. Before we went in we had to be checked by the security guard.

When we got in the stadium we got paints and colourings of the flags on our arms and
cheeks and then we bought drinks and food. Luke had a lot of caffeine so he managed to
stay awake for the whole time! The teams were Canada, Japan, South Africa and the best
team there, Sweden. Japan won against Canada 2-1 and Sweden beat South Africa 4-1.

We all had our faces painted
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After the match we started to head home. Holly fell asleep but somehow Luke stayed
awake the whole way! By the time we got home it was about 2am.

It was great fun and probably a once in a lifetime opportunity, so we felt very lucky that
Mrs Lansdell took us there and back. We will never forget our part in the ‘Golden
Summer’ when the Olympics came to London and Team GB won the most gold medals
ever!

By School Reporters, Luke Jelinski and Holly Spooner

Foxburrow Farm

Sunday 21st  October 2 – 4pm Apple Day. Apple identifying, apple tasting and juicing.
Trails in the orchard. Apple games including apple bobbing, the longest peel and apple
crafts. Home-made cakes and teas. Adults £2, children £1

Tuesday 30th October 10.30am – 12.30 pm Family afternoon: ‘The stickman’ 101 things
to do with a stick, adventures in the wood.  Children £3.50, Adults £1.50.  Please book.

Wednesday 31st October 10.30am – 2.30pm ‘Monsters and mayhem’. A day of
monstrous fun and crafts. Guests from Framlingham Rag ruggers will help you to make a
unique rag rug picture to take home. For 6 – 12 year olds. £6 each.  Bring a packed lunch.
Please book.

Friday 2nd November 6pm – 8pm Family Event – ‘Willow lantern workshop &
procession’ for families  with children aged 6+. Children £3.50, accompanying adults
£1.50.  Please book. 

Foxburrow Farm, Suffolk Wildlife Trust, Melton, IP12 1NA. Tel. 01394 380113
Email: Foxburrow.education@suffolkwildifetrust.org

Cathy Smith, Education Officer, Suffolk Wildlife Trust



Page 14 October 2012 www.villagevoices.org.uk



60th Anniversary of the 1953 floods

Do you remember them?

An Exhibition to mark the anniversary of the ‘53 floods is being planned for the end of
January 2013 by The Alde and Ore Association who will be key sponsors with the Alde
and Ore Estuary Partnership and other local societies.   This will be a powerful and
significant event with exhibitions in Orford, Aldeburgh and Snape to show the extent of
the flooding and emphasise how more than ever we depend on our current flood defences.
Schools, local societies and business associations will all be asked for their involvement.
To do all this we need your help!

Your personal memories - do you have memories of the event on 31st January to 1st
February 1953 that you could tell us about, or photographs and letters left by parents or
grandparents you would be prepared to loan for the exhibition?

Hands on help – do you have: Curating, PR and/or graphic design experience to help
mount an exhibition, computer experience to help with administration, or could you

power deliver posters and man exhibitions? Local
teams throughout the estuary will be needed. If you
can help it would be really appreciated: this will be
an exciting project of 4 -5 months only and is a case
of more hands, light work. 
Amanda.bettinson@keme.co.uk  or  01394 450863

Dog Training classes

Hollesley Village Hall Thursdays 10 to 11am
Alderton Village Hall Tuesdays 10 to 11am
All enquiries to Veronica Joyce 411691

200 Club Winners
July: 1st - Helen Shand, 2nd -Wendy Adams, 3rd - Cathy Newman, 4th - Sam Shannon
August: 1st - Ken Jacques, 2nd - Wendy Adams, 3rd - Di Barnard, 4th - Pam Dewing

See all winners at tinyurl.com/hollesleywinners. Thank you for all your support in raising
funds for tower repairs.                                                                         
Fred Stentiford 
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Tay by Ben Calvesbert
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The Place (Mobile Youth Café) has 
opened again after the summer 
break, staffed by Neil and Beth. We 
offer the young people of the village 
and surrounding areas a space to 
meet, socialise and hopefully learn a 
few things as well.

Just42 runs The Place in their 
converted minibus, which we 
park outside the Village Hall on 
Wednesday evenings from 6–8pm. 
Numbers have been steadily growing 
since the project started in March, 
and we offer a range of activities 
and theme nights, including fi lm 
nights, games tournaments, food 
nights and loads more.

In an earlier edition of Village 
Voices we announced that we 

would be running a weekend away 
for the young people of Hollesley 
and Orford. Unfortunately this had 
to be postponed and we are working 
with the regulars to plan this for 
later in the academic year. However 
as part of the funding for the 
weekend we were able to provide 
three young people from Hollesley 
with access to Level 2 food hygiene 
training. We are really pleased that 
one of the regulars has now passed 
this qualifi cation, and two others are 
now working on it.

The Place is for under 18’s and 
also takes place in Sutton Heath 
and Orford. For more information 
on the project please visit our 
facebook page (www.facebook.
com/ThePlaceMYC – note the new 
address) or call Neil at the Just42 
offi ce in Woodbridge on 
01394 380992.
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Boyton Fete

Boyton was again blessed with good weather for another successful fete.  The star
attraction this year was a display by Mystic Bellydance who entertained us with very
colourful and skilled sequences of body movements

Mystic Bellydance entertained us all!

There was a magnificent show of chutneys, jams and other preserves for sale as well as
produce from local farms.  The Booze Barrow was well stocked with prizes being drawn
every few minutes.  The Tombola stall was filled to overflowing as was the White
Elephant. People were challenged by Bowling for the Pig, the Treasure Hunt, Picture
Raffle, Guess the Smarties, Luck Dip, and the shooting range. No plates were left after all
the smashers completed their work, but lots of bits to pick up! 

The demand for cream teas was very high and kept the team very busy.  New this year
were popular home and gift accessories for sale from Fair Trade Maison Bengal.  Also
new this year was Ring the Bull, and Sponge the Vicar who was very wet at the end of the
day!

Well stocked Tombola stall

Thanks go to Micky McBurnie who provided great music the whole afternoon.  Thanks
also go to Finlay Garages for providing the first prize in the draw and to Coltec for
another prize.  We are grateful to Sue Duncan for taking unsold items away for Floodaid.
The event raised nearly £1600 for the church and village hall and special thanks go to
everyone who worked hard to make everything run so smoothly.

Fred Stentiford
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Boyton Community Group
News

Those who went to Boyton Fete in early September will
have noticed the marvellous progress that has been made
with the Herb Garden.  It still houses the Glut Stall,

where surplus produce
can be left and exchanged (plenty of courgettes and
beans!)  The next thing is to put in a ‘post, rope and
lavender’ fence, a new notice board and a bench to sit
on and watch the world go by.
A little before the fete, we held the annual open
vegetable garden day, to encourage the local
community to experience and enjoy the benefits and
fun of growing their own food – see photos.
The Welcome Pack continues to be praised, both
within and from outside the village. The cost of the
printing (on recycled paper!) came from funding the
group received from the Community Environmental
Action Fund administered by Suffolk Coastal DC. 

By the time you read this, the Beachwatch Big Weekend will have taken place.  This is
the largest national coastal clean-up and survey undertaken within the UK and Europe.
Led by Keith Lilley, this is an activity that BCG members and Boyton villagers are keen
to support in order to keep ‘Boyton Beach’ in good order.  
The group continues with its regular activities and there has been a recent bulk heating
oil order and a bulk wholefood purchase is underway.  Boyton Inn is established as a
popular meeting point and a lot of fun; the next date is Saturday 20 October at 7.30 pm –
bring your own drink and food to share and any games you think might be appropriate.  A
Bonfire event is planned for early November – donations for fireworks please, to Andy
Cassy – 411720. Watch this space for the final date or check the group’s website.  The
next Herb Garden Work Party is
Saturday 6 October, 10.30am.
All welcome.
Our regular group meetings are the
last Saturday of the month. These
are very informal and open to all.
Next meeting is 27 October, 10am
at Papaver. (Andy - 411420)
Hope to see you soon! 

Website: www.BoytonSuffolk.org.uk.              Facebook: www.fb.com/Boytonsuffolk
Twitter: www.twitter.com/boytonsuffolk.         E-mail: BoytonSuffolk@btinternet.com.

Gary Lowe

Apples ripening nicely
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Leeks, courgettes and beans in abundance!
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Your letters – we love to hear from you

Dear Editor,

The wedding of Kathryn Haslam to
Nicholas Hammond took place at the
Hungarian Hall in Ufford on June
12th with a reception at the
Riverside, Stratford St Andrew for
170 guests. We all enjoyed a good
knees-up!

Lynda Hammond
Oak Hill, Hollesley

Dear Editor

I would like to thank Peter for kindly
making me a cup of tea and coming
to join me for a chat on my way
back from the shop recently. It was
so kind of him.

Roy Ravenhill  Hollesley

Dear Editor,

Some years ago when I discovered where my father was buried in the cemetery of St
Genevieve des Bois in Essonne, outside Paris, I wrote to the Russian Orthodox Priest in
charge, whose name was Peter Alderson. He confirmed that he had buried him there in
1979, adding that he (Peter) was English and had been brought up in Hollesley!
Peter trained as an Orthodox Priest, married an English girl and was made Archipretre (a
senior priest) in charge of the cemetery. Some years later his wife became very ill and
died. Afterwards Peter was ordained a bishop, with the new name of Paul, His Excellence
Bishop of Tracheia. He went to the great Orthodox cathedral in Nice to be assistant to
Bishop George.
I met him several times in St Genevieve des Bois and also in Nice, the last time was at
Nice in 1993. He is no longer at the cathedral, but I have not discovered where he is or
why he vanished.
I know the Aldersons lived at Poplar House and the present owner remembers members
of the family coming to see where they were brought up. As I now live in Hollesley I am
hoping someone may remember his family or know where he has gone.

Rosemary Weekley
Fox Cottage, Hollesley. 412172
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Dear Editor,

On the eve of Hollesley Fete 2011 my daughter’s partner Ryan had a serious car accident.
He was flown to Addenbrookes hospital where he was in a coma for two months,
remaining there for four months altogether. He was then transferred to Norwich for
intensive physiotherapy for a further four months. 

After that he was lucky enough to be given a place at the Sue Ryder care home in Ipswich
where he now lives. Whilst at Norwich they had a pedal machine which attached to his
wheelchair. By placing Ryan’s feet onto the pedals it starts him off pedaling until his legs
also take over, aiding his mobility and rehabilitation. This was a great help to him, but
unfortunately the Sue Ryder home did not have this machine which costs over £6500.

So, we set about raising the money to buy one. It will benefit Ryan and the other patients
too. People have been so very generous including the Fete Committee who gave us a
donation this year. Ryan’s mum has now told us that we have raised enough money to buy
a pedal machine. A big thank you to everyone who supported the Fete, which in turn
donated money to so many charities and good causes.

Lyn and Oscar Cole, Karen, Samantha and Shaunie Pankhurst

Thank you, Karen for writing to us. The team at Village Voices wish Ryan well and hope
it makes a big difference to him and the other residents of the Sue Ryder home. (Editor)

Dear Editor

We are sad to hear of the death of Basil Ellis of Capel St Andrew. Whilst many of you
may not know him by name, if you have driven along Hollesley Road over the last ten
years or so you have probably seen him walking his beloved white Labrador. He lived in
Capel for 55 years and would never have wanted to live anywhere else.  He enjoyed the
countryside so his work as a skilled tractor driver gave him great satisfaction. Basil and
his wife Doris celebrated their Diamond Wedding Anniversary earlier this year and our
condolences go to Doris and the family.

Jean Dean Capel St Andrew
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Traidcraft offers a wide-ranging selection of unusual cards, gifts
and excellent food from around the world. They are featured in the
catalogue or can be viewed online at www.traidcraft.co.uk  

This year we have been able to obtain a selection of the fashion for
you to see, try on and order, along with some of the other goods.
Come and browse over a Fairtrade cuppa and refreshments

Colyton, The Street Hollesley, Sunday October 21st, 3pm

Helen Macleod 411232 and Di Barnard 411079

IKEA Coach Trip

Tuesday 6th November 2012

Coach 1 Depart Bawdsey V. Hall 8.30am
Coach 2 Woodbridge swimming pool    

8.45am
Both coaches return approx 5.00pm
£10 per person To book telephone: 

Sue Taylor 411758
Jenny Clouting  411813

October 2012 page 23www.villagevoices.org.uk



Progress on Wilford Broadband

Some 21 happy customers in Shingle Street, Bawdsey and Hollesley are now installed
with the new wireless Broadband service from Fibrewifi.com. And there's a waiting list
of more than100. Trees have proved more of a problem than first envisaged, requiring
more repeaters and transmission points. The connection rate has therefore been slower
than desired. However negotiations with relevant authorities for the use of tall towers will
enable coverage throughout the area by the end of 2012, so interested readers: please
have patience.

• At Shingle Street, there are now nine subscribers including two home-based 
businesses.

• In Hollesley where the Church Tower is the transmission point, the Hollesley 
Primary School is online, as is the large international school at Bawdsey.

• At Hollesley Church, a camera has been installed so that house-bound people, and 
friends and family overseas, have the chance to view the church and events 
therein. 

For details, contact Fred Stentiford, fred.stentiford@btopenworld.com. For information
about connecting to the Fibrewifi service and roll-out, contact: Gary Disley Email
:gary@buzcom.net

The Wilford Broadband Project has received funding from DEFRA and the European 
Union. The Alde and Ore Futures Project and Bawdsey and Boyton Parish Councils 
have also contributed to start-up costs. 

Anne Page Shingle Street
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Suffolk Punch Trust
Harvest Supper Friday evening 5th October, 7pm with Ray Hubbard the well
known Suffolk horseman. A ploughman’s supper with pudding is included in the
price of the ticket. Bring your own bottle!  Friends, volunteers and Members of the
Suffolk Horse Society are able to buy tickets at the reduced price of £12 per person.
Full price £15.

Gardener’s Question Time on Friday 19th October, in aid of the Suffolk Punch
Heritage Garden at the Trust.  It starts at 7 pm and includes light refreshments.  Our
panel of experts includes Sarah Cook, retired Head Gardener at Sissinghurst, Jim
Marshall, retired gardens’ adviser to the National Trust and Mrs Peggy Cole of the
film Akenfield.  Tickets are £10.00 per person.  To book tickets and submit your
questions please ring us or email us at the Trust, see details below.

We are getting a good response already and the events look set fair to be lively
evenings.

Sue van der Meulen Assistant Manager
www.suffolkpunchtrust.org Tel 01394 411 327
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A sudden burst of moth activity
The keen moth enthusiasts Matthew Deans, Nick Mason, Mervyn Miller and Raymond
Watson of Hollesley had experienced a very disappointing summer for moths, largely due
to the wet conditions, resulting from the position of the jet stream. 

However, this changed with the hot and humid weather and predominant southerly winds
during the second half of August. Migrants started arriving with a Great Brocade caught
by Raymond on August 13th.  On the night of Saturday August 18th a male Three-
humped Prominent from mainland Europe was caught at one of Matthew’s traps in the
well-vegetated grounds of Bawdsey Hall. It was the fourth to have been seen in Suffolk,
and the first for 20 years. Three-humped Prominent is a mythical moth for lepidopterists.
It has great rarity value and has three humps which are shown only on the poplar-feeding
caterpillar. 

Also on August 18th, an even rarer moth, in
Suffolk terms, was discovered at Bawdsey -
a ‘second’ for Suffolk - a Jersey Tiger (see
page 37). This species, formerly restricted to
the Channel Islands and the south coast of
England, has spread rapidly in recent years
along the south coast and has now colonised
parts of London and south Essex. Perhaps
this is due to global warming. Another
followed just two nights later, caught by
Raymond. 

On the night of August 25th Matthew caught a ‘first’ for Suffolk, at Bawdsey - a Small
Marbled.  This rare immigrant to the UK is from central and southern Europe with about
400 previous British records. The larvae feed on Common Fleabane and Ploughman’s
Spikenard.

A tiny, although very attractive, micro-moth called Tebenna micalis from southern
Europe, was caught by Matthew at the Hall on September 4th.  This rare immigrant, only
millimetres long, has never before been seen in Suffolk or East Anglia; with most British
records emanating from the south coast of England.  This moth is another Common
Fleabane feeder in the United Kingdom and is occasionally seen by day. The English
name for this is Small Thistle Moth.

Also seen locally in August were large numbers of
Silver Y moths – did you see them feeding in your
garden? Also seen were a single Gem, five Vestals, a
Bedstraw Hawk-moth and the enormous Convolvulus
Hawk-moth – one of the largest moths ever seen in
Britain.

Right:  Bedstraw Hawkmoth (Matthew Deans)

Matthew Deans

Jersey Tiger by Matthew Deans
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Carrying the Torch for the RDA

Tuesday 28th August was an eagerly
anticipated day for Hollesley resident
Shirley Green and friend, Tessa Hardy
of Pakenham. From thousands of
worthy nominations from all over the
UK, both Tessa and Shirley had been
selected to carry the Paralympic torch
over the last leg of the relay through
Aston Clinton in Aylesbury, Bucks.

This particular stretch of the relay was
an especial honour as it took the torch
bearers past Stoke Mandeville hospital,
which has the largest spinal injuries
ward in Europe and was where the
Paralympics was born in 1948.

Shirley is the chair of the RDA at
Pettistree Hall Farm in Hollesley, which

she founded in the early 90s with the aid of a few derelict farm buildings, a lottery grant
and the kind rental of some land from the Quilter family. Before this, Shirley ran a group
at the Poplar Park riding school and prior to that, a group in Felixstowe that she started
for some disabled children of some friends in the 70s. This dedicated contribution to the
RDA made Shirley a pioneer for the charity and an obvious choice for the selectors upon
receiving her nomination. 

On the evening itself, Shirley was part of group 19. There were 5 members, all of whom
are involved with the RDA. Travelling as a unit in a V shaped formation, each member
took a turn at the front, carrying the flame for 150 meters and making up half a mile in
total.

The change of the flame between each member was breathtaking and though each of
them claimed to never have done anything like it before, all knew just how to play to the
huge crowd that had gathered to line the street they walked down!

Due to start before 11pm, the torch bearers didn’t actually arrive until over an hour later.
Despite general restlessness from the awaiting fans, the support continued to grow and
upon arrival, the torch bearers were greeted with an enormous amount of noise, support
and respect, reminding everyone of the magnitude of the event we were about to witness.

Annabel Thody (Shirley’s grand daughter)

Congratulations, Shirley! We are so proud of you (The Village Voices Team)
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Shirley Green and Tessa Hardy with their
torches 



Page 28 October 2012  www.villagevoices.org.uk



October 2012 page 29www.villagevoices.org.uk

Notes from Hollesley Parish Council 
6th September

PCSO stated there had been 6 crimes including 2 break-ins of sheds in Lodge Road and
Bushey Lane. There are ongoing speed checks in Woodbridge Walk to and from the
prison. 
Mobile Police Centre will be at the Shepherd and Dog from 8.45 to 9.45am Oct. 18th 
Clerk reported that one allotment is being shared, and remains the responsibility of the
allotment holder. A request had been received from the Village Hall Management
Committee for a promised donation. The Welcome Club asked for help with their annual
insurance premium and the Council agreed to give them £100. 
Clerk resignation The Clerk wishes to leave this post by Christmas, but has offered to
help her successor in the role. She was thanked by the Chairman for all her hard work. A
Laptop, printer and mobile phone will be purchased for use by the Clerk.
Cemetery There are further ongoing costs for work on the cemetery gates and fencing. A
gratuity has been made to the church, to thank them for the use of water and electricity
during building of the new cemetery entrance, and any inconvenience caused. Jez at the
Fox has offered to provide a plaque for the cemetery in recognition of those who have
helped with the improvements.
Oak Hill Playing Field All the items are now in place at the new ground.
Hollesley Recreation Ground Play equipment Quotes have been agreed and repairs will
soon start to replace worn platforms on the play towers. This work will not prevent the
play equipment being used as usual.
Hedges are overgrown at places in and around the village and residents are asked to
attend to them now that the nesting season is over. 

Ongoing work at Hollesley cemetery

Several Councillors have used their skills and
equipment to make much-needed improvements
to fencing and the approach at the cemetery. 
Kevin Cundy has built some splendid  walls at
the entrance with bricks kindly donated by Bloor
Homes. Councillor Andy Stebbens, our local
blacksmith, is making rails to go on the walls,
and gates forming an attractive permanent
entrance, in time for Christmas.
At last the deer will be kept out and flowers on
graves will no longer be eaten or spread around.

This means a great deal to those whose loved ones are buried here.
Thank you, Parish Council!                                                         

Helen Macleod 

New wall at the cemetery approach 
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From Our Country Kitchen

Sweet Chestnuts

There are plenty of sweet chestnut trees around
here, probably introduced by the Romans. The
nuts don't grow very large but they are still worth
gathering as they are very tasty. The easiest way
to cook them is to pierce the skin with a sharp
knife, put them on a chestnut roaster and roast
them on an open fire. Let them cool down a little 
before you take off the skins.

Chestnuts also make an excellent stuffing as used in the following 
recipe from Mary Berry's Complete Cookbook. First, cook the chestnuts. With a sharp
knife make a long cut in the flat side of each chestnut and put them into a pan of boiling
water. Check after 5 minutes to see if they are soft, they may take longer but 
you don't want them to collapse. Allow to cool slightly, then pull off 
the outer skin and peel away the inner skin. It's a bit fiddly, but 
worth it.

Chicken thighs with chestnut stuffing (serves 4)
8 boneless chicken thighs with the skin on
1/4 pint chicken stock
1 tbsp cranberry or redcurrant jelly

For the stuffing
1/2 oz butter 1 oz fresh, brown bread crumbs
2 streaky bacon rashers, rinds removed and diced 1 tbsp chopped parsley
1 small onion, finely chopped salt and black pepper
4oz peeled chestnuts 1 egg yolk

1. Make the stuffing. Melt the butter in a frying pan, add the bacon 
and onion and cook over a medium heat until the onion is soft and the 
bacon crisp.

2. Add the chopped chestnuts, and cook, stirring occasionally, for 5
minutes. Remove from the heat, add the bread crumbs and parsley, season, 
then bind with the egg yolk.

3. Place the chicken thighs, skin side down, on a chopping board, and 
divide the stuffing between them. Roll each thigh to enclose the stuffing and secure with a
cocktail stick or butchers string. Sprinkle with salt.

Pauline Austerfield
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4. Arrange the chicken thighs in a single layer in roasting tin, and 
cook in a preheated oven at 190 C , Gas 5, for 20 to 25 minutes until 
the chicken has browned and is cooked through. Remove the chicken from 
the roasting tin and keep warm.

5. Pour off any excess fat, put the tin on the hob and pour in the 
stock. Bring to the boil for 3 to 5 minutes until syrupy, stirring to 
dissolve any sediment and cooking juices.
Stir in the cranberry or redcurrant jelly and cook for 1 minute to melt 
the jelly. Check the seasoning. Remove the cocktail sticks or string 
from the chicken and put onto warmed plates. Add any juices to the 
sauce, then serve with the chicken.

Any spare peeled, cooked chestnuts can be frozen for future use.

Pauline Austerfield

Mothers’ Union

Monday 3rd September was the ideal
day for the Mothers’ Union annual
outing to visit Dunwich for a fish and
chips lunch. The meal was delicious
and some found room for a choice from
the desert menu as well! Lots of
laughter with the chatter was had by
all. 

Our lasting memory will be of standing
on the beach at Dunwich, with the sun
sparkling like diamonds on a really
calm, flat sea.

Afterwards we wandered up to the
museum and spent a very interesting hour or so learning about the history of a large
vibrant city, down to the little village which is now with approximately 100 people.
Having heard various stories about Dunwich we all  learnt a lot about an amazing period
of history in our own area. The fisherman in his shelter was very helpful once you
recognised him!

Our next meeting is the A.G.M. on Monday 1st October 2 pm in Bawdsey Village Hall.
Why not join us - males as well females - and hear for yourself about the things the
Mothers’ Union is involved in world-wide? You will be most welcome, and we will even
give you tea and biscuits! Until then take care and God bless you.

Pat Fleetwood 410409

Enjoying the sun at Dunwich

C
on

tr
ib

ut
ed



Page 32 October  2012  www.villagevoices.org.uk



October 2012 page 33www.villagevoices.org.uk

The cheque presented by Dan Wheals to members
of the group

Greetings from the Mission at Boyton 
The Spirit within

When the road lies dark before you, and it’s hard to find your way, keep your Spirit strong
within you – hope will help you through each day.

When your worries overwhelm you, and the walls are closing in, seek that hidden
Strength inside you – feel a healing peace begin.

When the world looks vast and empty, and you’re feeling quite alone – reach out for all
your memories, and the kindness you have known.

When you see a ray of sunshine, never let it slip away – hold fast to all that you believe –
and you will find a brighter day.

The sun shines on the sea at Bawdsey

Our Mission is 83 this year, all thanks to a
loving, faithful and caring heavenly Father,
and we will be celebrating this on
Thursday 18th October with our Harvest
Supper and worship evening: 6 – 9pm.
Please let us know if you are hoping to
come.

The Mission needs a reserve organist from
time to time. Please get in touch if you are
able to help.

Our preachers for October are: 7th Phillip
Hunt (Bredfield), 14th Steve Dart
(Hollesley), 21st John Knights (Ipswich),
28th John Bale (Felixstowe)

Services start at 3pm followed by a
fellowship tea. Transport if required can be
arranged.

Every Blessing to you all, 
Steve and Lynda Dart 411876
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Hollesley WI
Like David Cameron's government, Hollesley WI are back after the summer break with
possible cabinet reshuffles and plans afoot for the Autumn programme. As mentioned
previously, we may, unfortunately be losing our current President and at least two of our
committee will be standing down this year. Notwithstanding this, our members can rest
assured that there are plenty of activities and outings afoot in the months leading up to
Christmas.

Firstly, however, we would like to make an early appeal for our Christmas collection for
the troops.  Hats, toiletries (no aerosols please) sweets, recreational items, pens and
pencils, or anything else you can think of would be greatly appreciated.  Thank you.

And now to chairs!  Very soon there will be no need to fight for the 16 comfy chairs in
the  Village Hall because another 45 will shortly be on their way. Thanks to Rosemary's
persistence, Suffolk County Council, as promised,  are giving us £500 to match the £525
we have helped to raise through the Jubilee Fund for this purchase. Painful seats will be a
thing of the past!

The above would not be possible without the generosity of our members when it comes to
fund raising. Rosemary's garden party on a reasonable August day was a fine example of
this.  It was a great turn out with generous contributions such as cakes, garden produce,
flowers, eggs and crafts, all of which helped to raise a total of £138.00.  The afternoon
was not spoilt by a shower, for which our well prepared members were ready.  As if on
cue all the umbrellas went up at once making it reminiscent of a scene from Mary
Poppins or the opening ceremony at the Olympics.

Along with our usual seasonal
trips to pantos, theatre and
shops we have some special
events to look forward to
including a Christmas Singing
workshop as well as a trip to
Buckingham Palace.  Our
choir will be returning to
practise in preparation for a
planned concert with
Hollesley School, following
on from the success of the
Jubilee event and the play
reading group will hopefully

be rehearsing for a small Christmas production.   Bowling, darts and walks also return on
a regular basis. Julie Kitson
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Well prepared for a shower at the Garden Party
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Telephone: Alderton 01394 411 641 & Orford 01394 450 315

www.thepeninsulapractice.co.uk

DAY ALDERTON ORFORD HOLLESLEY
Monday 8.30am to 2.30pm 8.30am to 6.00pm 2.00pm to 5.15pm

Tuesday 8.30am to 2.30pm 1.30pm to 6.00pm

Wednesday 8.30am to 6.00pm 8.30am to 1.00pm

Thursday 8.30am to 6.00pm 8.30am to 1.00pm

Friday 8.30am to 6.00pm 8.30am to 1.00pm
Sutton Village Hall is open every Monday at 5.00-5.30pm. No Appointment needed

Please note when a surgery is closed during the day, your call will be

automatically transferred to the other site without the need to re-dial.

October Newsletter

The Peninsula Practice is moving to a NEW MODERN

GP SYSTEM on 18th October  2012 to help improve your service even

further.

This means the week before the new system is in place:-

 Some services may be reduced

 EMERGENCY Appointments Only

 You may not be able to book appointments as far in advance as

usual

Please ask at reception or call the surgery on 01394 411641 for more

details

We are sorry for any inconvenience this may cause

Flu Clinics

o If you are over 65 please ring Reception and book your flu

vaccination

o If you are under 65 and in an at risk group you will be invited

for your vaccination by letter only.  When you have received

your letter please call reception to book your appointment.
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Sutton Heath Under 16’s

We would like to say a big ‘Thank you’ to Base Cars for kindly sponsoring our lovely
new kit. Base Cars offer a complete service from taxi runs through to airport runs – a
friendly service is assured.
This picture was taken on 8th September ahead of an impressive 3 – 1 win. We have
many age groups playing for us. Most weekends one or more teams are playing at
Hollesley Recreation Ground. 10.30am is the
usual kick-off time.

Feel free to come along to watch and support
local youth football!

I wish every success to all age groups for this
season within our ever-expanding family football
club.

Mark Green Under 16’s Manager 411593

Bettaprint • Design • Print • Digital

w o o d b r i d g e
l i m i t e d

01394 386628 • bettaprint@unicombox.co.uk  
1 Carlow Mews Church Street WOODBRIDGE Suffolk IP12 1EA

A Family Run Business

Full Colour Design • Brochures • Magazines • Newsletters
Letterheads, etc & General Printed Stationery

Colour/Black & White Digital Services
• FREE Delivery Service with in the local area
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Jersey Tiger Moth see page 25
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Local Contacts

Hollesley Village Hall Bookings Christine Gillespie 411562

Boyton Village Hall Bookings Kay Lane 410361

Hollesley School Lynne Wright (Headteacher) 411616

Welcome Club Marian Collins 411262

Hollesley Womens Institute Gina Forsyth 411727

Mothers Union Pat Fleetwood 410409

Hollesley Players Becs Hudson 410352

Whist Drives Jill Cocksedge 411108

Hollesley Bowls Club Roy Winchester 411564

Indoor Bowls Nigel Smith 411549

Hollesley Badminton Club Chris Andrews 411126

Junior Soccer Keith Banthorp 01473 737474

Judo Club Julie Jolliffe 410483

1st Sutton Brownies Sonja Patterson 420576

Hollesley Pre-school Terrie Cornwell-Dunnett 410492

Suffolk Link Bus Sadie 0845 604 1802

Allotment & Gardens Association Polly Tobin 411737

Hollesley Parish Council Dennis Driver (Chairman) 411707

Noelle Gore (Clerk) 411032

Boyton Parish Council Richard Jesty (Chairman) 410055

Ray Cooke (Clerk) 411362

Sutton Heath Parish Council Kate Fradd-Walker (Clerk) 410058

County Councillor Andrew Reid 07545 423799

District Councillor Jane Marson 07771 608376

Hollesley Bay Day Centre Audrey Shelcott 411776

Community Police Officer PC Andy Warne 01473 613500

Hollesley Commons Nick Mason 411150

Community Car Service Janet Gardiner 01473 630866




