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Dear friends,

(Helen MacLeod)

The unique coastline
of Shingle Street, with
its line of houses
hugging the shore
features frequently in
Village Voices. You
readers who live there
will testify to its very
special character and
remote beauty, with its
unspoilt beach and
panoramic skies,
beautiful flowers in
the summer and a
wind to blow all our
The Martello tower at Shingle Street
cobwebs away. Even
the large ships from Felixstowe on the horizon seem part of another world. The Martello
tower built in the early 1800’s to keep Napoleon away stands guard at the south end. To
the north, the everchanging contours of North Weir Point at the entrance to the river Ore
are a refuge for birds and a challenge to navigation for yachts and other seafarers.
Technically Shingle Street is mostly part of Bawdsey, but around 20 Village Voices
are delivered there every month. Thank you to all who deliver faithfully to all our
readers. Did you know we had a perennial plant nursery at Boyton? Read all about
it in this month’s feature. October sees the launch of our Village Voices
Photograph and Children’s Art competition. We look forward to
disco vering some unknown talent in our villages. Good luck!
Helen Macleod (Editor)
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John MacLeod

Ready, Steady, Go!

Hollesley School
After a lovely, long summer holiday
Hollesley primary is always an exciting
place to be! This year is no exception.
During the summer term and summer
holidays we have had our playground resurfaced, two classrooms painted and a
brand new (environmentally friendly)
boiler installed.
The children have burst back into school
full of energy and excitement while being
very welcoming to our brand new children
from Hollesley Playgroup. Children have
eagerly rushed into their new classrooms
while being thrilled to see their friends.
Everything feels new, fresh and exciting.
Everyone at school is looking forward to
working hard and learning lots during the
year. Our school focus this year is on
improving our reading and writing skills
through a special Year of the Book. During
the school year there will be a series of
special weeks and events aimed at
encouraging the children to really enjoy
reading. All the research shows that good
readers become good writers and so our
www.hollesleyvillage.co.uk

focus aims to improve reading and writing.
We are always looking to become more
involved with all those who live near the
school. If you know a special book that
you would like to tell the children about or
have some time free to listen to children
read, then contact me at school and I’ll be
very pleased to give you some more
details.
Many of you may already know that
during the summer holidays Mrs. Docherty
resigned as headteacher. Our new Acting
headteacher is Mrs. Lynne Wright. Many
of the children already know Mrs. Wright
from last term and are very pleased to have
her back again.
David Dee
Senior Teacher
All our readers of Village Voices will want
to wish the school a good and successful
year ahead. Some of us will be glad to join
the staff and children on special occasions
(Editor)
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Have you ever noticed how dogs look like
their owners, or is it the other way round,
that owners look like their dogs? Not that
this is always the case as I know of a
gentleman who is as bald as can be but is
the owner of a very fine poodle with long
curly hair!
On October 4th in church we remember
Saint Francis the patron saint of animals.
He is renowned for having preached to
various farm animals in his day, as well as
taming a wolf that was raiding the local
flock of sheep.
Why preach to the animals, you might well
ask? Francis loved God so much that he
wanted everyone and every creature to hear
about God. As he wandered through the
Italian countryside he would stop to talk to
the birds and animals. These days we
would probably say that Francis was
eccentric. But there is a lesson to be learnt
here, not just one involving kindness to
animals. Just as some people take on the
characteristics of their pets, so Francis
tried to model his life on God. Whether you

Weekday Services
Wednesday
7.30am Hollesley, 12pm Sutton.
1st Thursday
3pm Glebe House, Evensong.
3rd Thursday
10.30am Glebe House,
Communion
4th Friday
2pm Mary Warner Homes,
Communion
3rd Monday 7.30pm
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Lourie Forsyth

From the Rectory

Hollesley Church
believe in God or not, I think there is much
to be gained by trying to follow at least
some of the things that Francis taught and
which are summed up in his famous prayer:
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace,
Where there is hatred let me sow love,
Where there is injury, pardon,
Where there is doubt, faith,
Where there is despair, hope,
Where there is darkness, light,
Where there is sadness, joy.
O Divine Master, grant that I may not seek
so much to be consoled as to console,
To be understood as to understand,
To be loved as to love.
For it is in giving that we receive,
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned,
And it is in dying that we are born to eternal
life.
Geoffrey

www.hollesleyvillage.co.uk

Harvest at Hollesley
This year we are supporting Tools with a
Mission. They are trying to buy their new
bigger premises in Ipswich to avoid
ongoing financial outlay.
Perhaps you have old tools, typewriters,
sewing machines or knitting machines in
your cupboards or sheds. They need
haberdashery, wool and material, along
with money to help with refurbishment of
tools and transport costs.
All contributions to church on Sunday 1st
October or please tel. 411748, 411642 or
411079 to make alternative arrangements.
The goods will be taken to TWAM in
Ipswich by the middle of the month

WATCH THIS SPACE!
Alpha will start in Hollesley in
January

CHURCH CONTACTS
Vicar: Revd Geoffrey Clement,
Shottisham Rectory 01394 411748
Assistant Vicar:
Revd Judith Andrews, Hillside,
Hollesley 01394 411642

Hollesley Churchwardens:
Fred Stentiford, Sheepstor, Boyton
01394 411469 & Pat Shannon, Sandling
House, Hollesley
01394 411214

Boyton Churchwardens:
Malcolm Fleetwood, 7/8 Mary Warner,
01394 410409 & Isobel Lilley, Bellfield,
Boyton 01394 411409

Tower Captain: Alan McBurnie
01394 411517

Organist: Helen Burrows
17 Squires Lane, Martlesham Heath
01473 625196

CHURCH SERVICES
Day

Boyton

Hollesley

1st
October

11.00
LC
Village Service

3.00pm Harvest
Praise with tea
and cake

18th
October
15th
October

Other places.
11.00 Alderton, Harvest Matins
11.00 Bawdsey, Harvest Sutton
6.30 Shottisham

9.30
GC
11.00 Alderton, Ramsholt,
Family Communion
Shottisham
with Sunday Club 6.30 Sutton
9.30
LC
Village Service

9.30 Sutton
11.00 Alderton

22nd
October

9.30
GC
Communion

9.30 Shottisham 11.00 Bawdsey
3.00 Alderton: Songs of Praise

29th
October

11.00 Communion
Ramsholt

Ministers:

MHS
Communion

GC – Revd Geoffrey Clement
LC – Lydia Calvesbert
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MHS – Revd Michael Hamilton-Sharp

JA – Revd Judith Andrews
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(Laurie Forsyth)

Shingle Street Coastguard

Coastguard Cottages
On August 14th 12.40pm there was a report of a Mirror dinghy in trouble in the River
Deben at Ramsholt Dock.On arrival the dinghy was safely ashore. On August 23rd at
9.50pm a yacht was aground on a bank in the mouth of the River Orwell called Claud’s
hump. After a short time the yacht refloated and proceeded up-river to Orford.
On September 7th at 4.45pm there was a report of a 28ft yacht aground in Butley Creek.
On arrival at the scene it was clear that the vessel was not going to be able to refloat
until later in the evening. We returned at 8.30pm along with the Aldeburgh Inshore
Lifeboat and the vessel was towed off at 10pm.
On September 8th at 9.30pm a 26ft yacht was firmly aground 50 yards offshore at
Shingle Street. The yacht was badly buffeted by a strong easterly wind. Aldeburgh
Lifeboat and Aldeburgh Inshore Lifeboat were both in attendance, but neither could get
close enough to help. It was left to Shingle Street Coastguards Robin Lewis and Ian
Moore to assist the three crew ashore with the help of safety lines and life jackets. The
crew were taken to the Alderton Swan where they stayed the night. On returning to the
vessel in the morning they found it was high and dry on the beach. On inspection it was
found that the hull was damaged and it was towed to Bawdsey Ferry where it has been
put into dry dock. The crew members returned home to Essex.
That’s all for now. See you next time. Until then, safe passage.
Roy Clark, Shingle Street Coastguard

www.hollesleyvillage.co.uk
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Boyton growers of unusual plants

Ivan and Penelope Clark
Four years ago, having spent most of his
working life in horticulture and agriculture,
Ivan Clark and his wife Penelope moved to
Boyton to start a nursery as ’Growers of
fine quality and unusual perennials’
They bought the old Bell pub, rented
some extra land and began sowing
seeds and taking their first cuttings
of perennial plants.
Many years ago Ivan had had
training at Writtle College,
Chelmsford followed by wide
ranging experience in horticulture,
fruit and vegetables. He joined the
then Agricultural Advisory Service,
underwent more training, and
worked in Hampshire, Lincolnshire
and then Ipswich from 1975. He still
advises on field-scale vegetable production
in addition to work on the nursery.
For Penelope it was rather different as she
was a ballroom dancer! What a big change
it has been for her as she gradually gained
October 2006 page 8

Once the plants are potted on they are
arranged in blocks of each variety outside
on the ground. In open growing conditions
they make a colourful display until they are
large enough to be sold. In the drought and
high temperatures of July and September
Ivan and Penelope have been particularly
grateful for their irrigation system. Like the
farmers, water is essential and a bore-hole
was made on their land.
Already there are 40,000 plants in pots and
250 new lines. Some varieties are more
popular than others and it is only time and

John MacLeod

John MacLeod

her knowledge through an interest in plants
and just learning as she went along. At the
nursery she is responsible for propagating
seeds in one of the large plastic tunnels and
making thousands of cuttings from stock
plants.

experience which shows how many to
grow of each kind. Although most of their
plants are for the wholesale market, Ivan
and Penelope have also been selling plants
at the Woodbridge market from April to
September. Their range is extending all the
www.hollesleyvillage.co.uk

time and they produce a catalogue which
soon becomes out of date as they grow
more and more species. Particularly
popular in this area are penstemon, lupins,
delphiniums, aquilegia and irises. Penelope
told me that running a nursery is really
hard work, all day and every day. But she
loves every minute of it and says they
should have ‘taken the plunge’ years ago!
If you would like to visit the nursery and
perhaps buy a few plants, then she and Ivan
will be happy to see you by appointment.

Village Voices are delighted that Ivan has
agreed to write a regular gardening piece
for us. He says: ‘I will start the format
properly next month, and in the meantime I
wish you happy gardening. If I can be of
any assistance, or if you would like to make
an appointment to visit our Boyton nursery
please do not hesitate to contact me.’
tel. 410333 (evenings)
www.weaversandclark.co.uk

I have given many talks and lectures to
clubs and societies and on local radio. As a
full member of the Professional Gardeners’
Guild since 1998, I was involved in the
RHS study tour of Tuscany in 1999 and in
2003 I led the Guild’s tour to China. It was
this trip that led me to conclude that if
professional gardeners were interested in
gardens in other parts of the world, why
not the public at large!

Paul and Nina Weavers and their five
children live next door to Ivan and
Penelope. Nina is their daughter and the
family also moved to Boyton in 2002. This
is his story:
I have been 20 years in the horticulture
industry and I will be telling some tales of
my travels to discover new and exciting
locations for my Eco and Garden Tours
Company.
www.hollesleyvillage.co.uk

Since moving back to Suffolk I have, in
collaboration with Cultural Tours taken or
facilitated the journeys of numerous
people, clubs and societies, to destinations
as diverse as India or South Africa, Costa
Rica or Korea. It is these travels and the
wonderful images of flora and fauna that I
intend to share with you in Village Voices.
I look forward to showing you a world of
nature through the eyes of a gardens and
nature lover, and hope you will enjoy
reading about them
Paul Weavers
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Youth talk
Hollesley Youth Club
WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 4TH
7.30PM – 9PM
VILLAGE HALL

Open to ages 11 – 17 (school years 7 – 13)
We will be charging £1 subs, however the first two weeks will
be free. The club isn’t going to be running during the school
holidays, so we will be open for the first three weeks of
October and then again at the beginning of November. If
anyone has any questions, please either speak to a member
of the youth forum or Vanessa on 412080/Debbie on 411976.
See you there.
A huge thank you to Karrie for organising the Quiz night and
to all the teams that took part. (Some more successful than
others!!) We raised £28 which will go towards some table
tennis bats and net.
Many thanks to the Rosemary Clarke for securing us
£200 from Suffolk County Council’s Locality Budget.

Don’t forget to read about the photo and art
competition. Entries must be in by the 1st December.
Categories are:
Village Scene
Family, Friends and/or Pets
Flowers and Animals

Good luck!

www.hollesleyvillage.co.uk
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Operation Christmas
Child

guns, sharp objects such as metal scissors
and any items that may offend.
If you would like somebody to come to
your group, school or wherever you meet
or if you would like leaflets for the boxes
please contact Di 01394 411079 or Pat
01394 410409.

Bellringing

Official Photo
Once again we have reached that time of
the year when we start to think about
Christmas. So many shopping days, so
many presents to get for all the family and
friends. It’s also the time when we ask you
to think outside this circle and spare a little
for a child somewhere else in the world.
Last year, Samaritan’s Purse, Operation
Christmas Child sent 1.18 million giftfilled shoe boxes to children in Central and
Eastern Europe, Mozambique, Swaziland
and India. In most cases the shoe box is
the only gift that these children will receive
in their lifetime.
How does it work? Ask any shoe shop for
a shoe box, (they tend to get a little scarce
this time of the year) decorate it with
Christmas wrapping paper and then fill it
with a number of little gifts. The ages are
split and the sexes are split so you can fill
with appropriate gifts. Face flannels are
welcome, knitted hats, pencils (for school)
and small notebooks. The leaflets list
everything that you can put in. Unsuitable
items are religious books and jewellery,
www.hollesleyvillage.co.uk

The Suffolk Guild of Ringers maintenance
officer is coming to Hollesley on 14th
October to take a look at Hollesley bells.
He will try to adjust each of the eight bells
to cure the ‘oddstruckness’. This is a
feature of some Hollesley bells which
makes them sound unbalanced and has to
be compensated by ringers who are skilled
enough to do so. This means that during
the day you will hear single bells chiming
for no apparent reason.
A ringing band led by the Suffolk Guild
Ringing Master will be ringing a peal at
2.30pm on 29th October.

Fred Stentiford

For Sale
TP Challenger Climbing
frame plus accessories
2 platforms, monkey bridge, sidearm extension, straight side plus
slide extension Lots of life left in
it. Can arrange for delivery
(extra) to avoid dismantling.
Offers in region of £50 – all
proceeds to Boyton Restoration
Fund. For details and viewing
contact 411720
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Diary—Octtober 2006
Monday

Wednesday

Tuesday
30

Mobile library

Thurs
sday

Friday

Saturday

Sunday

31

Suffolk Wildlife Trust 1
Working Party
9.30am ring Nick Mason
for details (411150)

To have your event listed here, please contact our
Diary Coordinator, Debbie Pipe on
01394 41
11976 or
email debbie.pipe@
@suffolkonline.net
2 Welcome Club 2pm
Mother & Toddler
Group 1-3pm
Mobile Library
Hollesley Playgroup
Brownies & Rainbows
5.15-6.30pm Sutton
Memorial Hall
Bingo 7.30pm Hollesley
Village Hall
Mother & Toddler
Group 1-3pm

9

Womens Institute
7.30pm

3 Mobile Police

4 Phantom Archers

Station 10.15 11.45am
Shepherd & Dog
Hollesley Youth Club
Village Hall 7.30-9pm
Short Mat Bowls 2pm
Badminton 8-10pm

10

Badminton 8-10pm

Hollesley Parrish Council
Meeting 7.300pm

11 Phantom Archhers

Short mat bowls 2pm

Bingo 7.30pm

WI 7.30pm Bowls Club
November Copy
Pavilion
Deadline, Village Voices

Brownies & Rainbows
5.15-6.30pm

Welcome Club 2pm

Bingo 7.30pm

Mobile Library

Half Term

23 Short mat bowls,
7-10pm

Hollesley Youth Club
7.30-9pm

13

14 Sutton Heath F C

15

19 Whist Drive

20

21

24

Judo club

Boyton Village Hall
7.15pm

Bingo 7.30pm

Short Mat Bowls 2pm
Hollesley Bay Day Centre

25 Mobile Policce

Station 10.15511.45am
Shepherd & Dog

26 Whist Drive

Boyton Village Hall
7.15pm

www.hollesleyvillage.co.uk

27

Village Voices urgently need a
volunteer to attend monthly Hollesley
Parish Council meetings to take notes
as we are unable to obtain current and
28
29
up to date information any other way.
Please contact the editor (411232) or
Mike Adams (411422) for more
information.

Whist Drive 7.30pm
7
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10.15am
Home match v
Whitton Kings Head
Reserves

Please Help

Badminton 8-10pm

24 Badminton 8-10pm

8

7

Whist Drive 7.30pm
7
Hollesley Villlage Hall

17 Short mat bowls 2pm 18 Phantom Archers

7-10pm Hollesley
Village Hall

6

12 Whist Drive

Boyton Village Hall
7.15pm

Judo Club

Hollesley Youth Club
Hollesley Bay Day Centre 7.30-9pm

16 Short mat bowls,

Whist Drive
Boyton Village Hall
7.15pm

Judo Club
Tunstall Villaage Hall

Brownies & Rainbows
5.15-6.30pm

Mother & Toddler
Group 1-3pm

5

Sutton Heath FC 10.15am
Adults home cup match

www.hollesleyvillage.co.uk
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Your Letters –
We need more of them! Please write to The Editor at Village Voices,
details on page 1
Dear Editor,
This is an update on the feral cats in the centre of Hollesley (July Village Voices)
The feral cats moved from Nick Mason’s house to mine (Stone Cottage). To my
great surprise the mother cat turned up on my garden table, followed by four
kittens. So, of course, feeling very sorry for them, I fed them. With tummies full
they went! They thought they were on to a good thing, so they returned every
morning and evening. This went on for a week.
I thought I would have to do something about it so I rang a lady called Jane
Roberts (from the Cat Protection League), who came with some cat traps. Over the
next few days we caught them. She takes them to tame them and then re-home
them.
If anyone has a similar problem – Jane’s telephone number is 01728 860937
Christine Cundy.
Thank you, Christine for telling us about the happy ending to this story. (Editor)

Yet again the Boyton Fete
defied
the
weather
forecasters and enjoyed a
rainless afternoon while the
rest of the country was
drenched. Thanks go to
Micky McBurnie and Paul
Hodgson for their jazz for
the occasion. Thanks also to
John Finlay Motors and the
Cornelian restaurant for Boyton Fete
their generous donation of draw prizes. The fete raised £1574.39 towards church
and village hall funds with some monies still to come. Thanks go to everyone who
helped and contributed towards our great annual village fete.
Fred Stentiford
www.hollesleyvillage.co.uk
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Mike Adams

Boyton Fete
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British Divers Marine Life Rescue
restranded the next morning and also died.
These creatures were around 7m long and
weighed about 4 tons. They were believed
to have suffered internal crush injuries
through their own body-weight whilst
stranded and the Natural History Museum
undertook a post mortem.
Having arrived home about 7am 1st
September from Skegness I received
another call this time about an apparently
abandoned seal pup at Sizewell, but my
wife Gwen and I found no trace. We believe
the seal was in fact weaned and fending for
itself. Whilst in the area we took the
opportunity to visit the Dunwich
Heath Sea Watch Centre where
visitors can use the facility to look for
marine life, particularly cetaceans
breaching the surface. Records are
being kept in an effort to log the
habitat and any migration trends. It is
well worth a visit.
Bruce Robson

This has been a relatively busy month:
On 13th August medic Jay and I attended a
call to Aldeburgh for an apparently
abandoned seal pup. This pup was on our
arrival found to be a common seal, about 23 weeks old. It was obviously underweight
and dehydrated. It was taken to the RSPCA
hospital at East Winch, Norfolk for
treatment and rehabilitation with a view to
eventual release back into the wild. ‘Triv’
as he was named weighed in 10.5 kg. The
picture (donated) clearly shows a waist and
neck which should not be visible. Its birthweight should be around 14kg, and a rapid
weight-gain normally follows.

On 18th August I joined medics from
Southend and Norfolk to search for a turtle
(yes turtle) apparently trapped in Lowestoft
fish docks, seen over the preceding days.
We found no trace. On 30th August the
RSPCA assisted with an apparently
abandoned seal pup near the Spa at
Felixstowe.

Should anyone see a porpoise,
dolphin or whale I would appreciate
being informed of time, date,
location, description (or species if known).
Further information about BDMLR can be
found at www.bdmlr.org.uk
Tony Wooderson
Asst Coordinator – BDMLR Suffolk
tonywsuffolk@bdmlr.org.uk

The next day two North Atlantic Bottlenose
whales were stranded at Skegness,
Lincolnshire. Along with medics from as
far as Kent and Newcastle I helped with the
massive rescue attempt. One whale died at
the scene and the other was refloated but
www.hollesleyvillage.co.uk
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This space could
be yours!!!
If interested
call Mike on
411422
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Sutton Heath adult
football team
Sutton Heath has entered the Flare
Recruitment Sunday football league for the
2006/2007 season. We started our league
fixtures on the 3rd September - away at to
EON A. In difficult conditions, with a very
strong wind from end to end, we played
well but failed to take our chances with the
wind at our backs. EON A opened the
scoring with their first attack of the game
and then we equalised with a superb free
kick taken by Brendan Crisp. The half-time
score was 1 – 1. The second half was, as
expected, “backs to the wall” and it was no
surprise when EON took the lead.
However, a fine goal by Stuart Ballantyne
looked to have secured a draw, but with a
few minutes to go EON A scored what
turned out to be the winner, at 3 – 2.
On the 10th September we played our
second league fixture home to East
Bergholt. In near perfect conditions we
started the match very well, dominating
much of the first half. We took the lead with
a well worked goal from Stuart Ballantyne.
We also wasted another great chance to go
further ahead. But a lapse in concentration
allowed East Bergholt to equalise, and at
half time the score was 1 – 1. The second
half went much the same as the first. We
dominated the game for long periods only
to lose concentration and concede two
quick goals. Result Sutton Heath 1, East
Bergholt 3.
For many of Sutton’s players this is a first
venture into men’s Sunday league and it is
a steep learning curve for most. However,
they are playing well and gaining much
needed experience to be able to compete at
this level.

Bowls news
The former ‘Peninsula’ magazine purchased
the Peninsula Cup, and the aim was for
teams in the Bawdsey peninsula to play for
it each year. The proceeds go to the chosen
charity of the winners. The three teams that
take part are Alderton, Hollesley and
Sutton. Games are played on a home and
away basis.
This year’s winners are Hollesley who
retained the cup without losing a game.
Alderton were second and the wooden
spoonists were Sutton.
Hollesley will be donating the £144 from
the matches, along with money collected in
a 4.5 litre bottle in their pavilion, to the
British Heart Foundation. It is thought there
will be well over £100 in the bottle.
Roy Winchester

Concert at St. Mary’s
Woodbridge
Wed. Nov. 8th,
7.30pm
Ben Alden, Senior Chorister, and formerly
from Woodbridge with members of St.
Georges’ Chapel Choir, Windsor in concert
in aid of cystic fibrosis.
Tickets including wine, £15 and £10
Anna Ashton 384299

Len Busby
www.hollesleyvillage.co.uk
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What happens to all our rubbish?
The new system of kerb-side collection has started in Hollesley and is gradually coming
into force in all our villages. So where does it all go?
1

2
3

The contents of the grey bins are emptied into Landfill at Foxhall. This is the nonrecyclable waste which should be much less than previously under the new
system. The mountain of waste at Foxhall has been growing higher and higher and
something had to be done help the situation.
The contents of the brown bins go to Parham, taking three days to be composted
and can be bought back again from the council.
The contents of the blue-topped bins go for recycling by Viridor Waste
Management at Great Blakenham.

Tony Barnard has been to see what happens there and was shown round by Cheryl
Turner, Education Officer for Viridor:
1
2
3
4

5
6

Trucks from Suffolk Coastal and other areas arrive at the huge recycling facility
All the rubbish is tipped out in the tipping hall and makes its way along conveyor
belts, revolving drums, optical and magnetic sorters.
The waste goes into large revolving drums which separate out some of the
contents. Cardboard is removed first.
Conveyor belts criss-cross the area and around 20 people remove any
contaminated and non-recyclable waste, aluminium cans and different types of
plastics.
There are more processes including a big magnet used to take out the tin.
Lastly all the paper which is left is baled up and sent by container to China.
Aluminium and metal remain to be used in England.

Tony found it all very interesting to watch and said that Viridor will show groups of
8 people round on pre-arranged tours lasting 2 – 2 1/2 hours. To find out more contact
Cheryl Turner on 01473 836903
The new system takes a little more time and effort for us to sort all our waste at home, but
we are doing our little bit to help save the planet. At least we know where it all ends up!
(Editor)

W.J. Mills
The plans for the future of the site are still being considered. Various factors have delayed
progress but Village Voices will bring you any information we receive as soon as possible.
(Editor)
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Notes from the Boyton Parish Council
Meeting held on Wed. 6th September
All five Parish Councillors were present at
this meeting, together with Rosemary
Clarke (SCC), Rhona Sturrock (SCDC) and
five Boyton residents.
Rhona Sturrock advised that a limited
budget is available for funding Tree
Planting schemes. Mr Lilley, as the tree
warden for Boyton, will look into the
possibility of making an application. The
damaged post box opposite the entrance to
the forest on the Hollesley Bay road,
although repaired, did not show any
collection times.
(Royal Mail later
promised to rectify this.)
Rosemary Clarke then spoke of the
number of accidents or near-misses at the
junction of the Hollesley Road with the
B1083. She asked to be told of any such
near-misses
occurring,
so
that
improvements could be made if agreed by
SCC. Widespread publicity has been given
to the review of day-care provision. SCC
has severely restricted funds available, but
she gave an assurance that no-one will lose
day-care provision, but there may be
changes. The proposed amalgamation of
Suffolk Constabulary with neighbouring
forces has been withdrawn by the Home
Secretary. She reminded the members that
the bid from her locality budget for drainage
repairs should be made a.s.a.p.
Pc Andy Warne reported that there had
been one crime in Boyton since the last
meeting, that of theft from a motor vehicle.
New Age Travellers are now at Hollesley
Upper Common. The landowner is aware.
Dr Stentiford (RFO) gave his report. Four
cheques were approved totalling £308.75.
Planning - two applications had been
considered by the PC: the erection of a
www.hollesleyvillage.co.uk

workshop at The Clock House, and the
erection of a Farm Office Building at
Boyton House. For progress view at
www.onesuffolk.co.uk/boytonpc
Refuse Collection - Rhona Sturrock
explained the background to the new
system. The concept was enthusiastically
received, although there were reservations
regarding the size of the bins, especially for
one-person households and the collection
point for bins for those with long driveways.
(RS later advised that those with problems
should contact SCDC at Ufford.) Bottle
banks are available at Hollesley and Melton.
Categorisation of Footpaths - The Chair
read a letter from SCC regarding a revised
categorisation system. The paths in Boyton
were discussed, and it was agreed that all
should be put forward as ‘Category 1’. An
explanation as to how the category
recommendation was reached will be shown
against each path.
Consultation Issues – Parish Bulletin –it
was agreed that when timings did not allow
deliberation at a Parish Council meeting
prior to a representative attending the
discussions, the clerk would attach a
comments sheet for views when circulating
the document.
AOB The Chair read a letter from a resident
regarding the poor attendance at the last
Village Meeting. He has suggested a flyer
should be delivered to every household, and
other advertising methods be employed
(e.g. Village Voices,). This was agreed.The
next meeting will be held on
WEDNESDAY 22 NOVEMBER 2006.
Allan Hall

October 2006 page 25

Bird migration,and
especially about the
Wryneck
On the 5th November 2005, at Shingle
Street, I saw more than 5,000 wood pigeons
flying south.The day before at Landguard
Bird Observatory in Felixstowe, they had
counted more than 30,000 passing through.
Yes, if you were wondering, they do take it
in turns to do the counting! These pigeons
were most likely from northern populations
and come south for milder conditions.
Migration can be quite obvious when the
birds are large and they are flying in flocks.
Regularly we can see Brent geese and ducks
moving along the coast in spring and the
autumn. Larks, pipits and finches are also
seen along the coast and you can often hear
them as they fly overhead. In autumn many
thrushes come over Hollesley at night and
redwings and fieldfares are often only
identified by flight calls.

Other birds, usually the more solitary ones,
migrate less obviously and are only found
by chance before they continue their
journey south or further inland in Britain.
On September 5th 1987 I had a wryneck in
my garden, feeding on the ground. This is
an attractive, striated bird that is a rather
ancient
looking
relative
of
the
woodpeckers. On the very same day, Nick
Pike, (a budding and talented wildlife
artist,) had one in his garden at Oak Hill,
sitting on a post. Quite a rarity really and a
good bird for your garden list! The 2 Nicks
became 3 when in 2005 Nick Andrews
showed me the tail feathers of a wryneck.
These were from a bird that his granddad,
Derek, had found trapped in his shed in
Moorlands and, when trying to release it
some of its tail feathers had come off in his
hand. This same bird was videoed by Frank
Berry in Gorselands feeding in his garden
on the 19th September.
Nick Mason

Look out for migrating birds at this time of year. There are sometimes some surprises,
especially on the coast. (Editor)

Woodbridge Community Car Service
Anyone, young or old, with or without a disability, may ask to make certain journeys for
which neither a family car nor any other form of suitable transport is available. This may
be for local shopping and personal business,
visiting relatives at home or in hospital, to
link with the nearest public transport
services or to visit the doctor, dentist or
optician.Volunteers use their own cars and
are paid only running costs. Passengers
contribute part of the cost on a mileage basis
and a grant is provided by Suffolk County
Council Public Transport funds. To use this
service, or to volunteer as a driver, phone
01473 738292
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Inkcaps and parasols
Wet autumn weather creates perfect
conditions in Hollesley gardens and the
surrounding countryside for mushrooms
and toadstools. Those mysterious and
colourful objects that pushed up through
your lawn last night are the equivalent of
flowers, although they produce dust-like
spores – not seeds. The bulk of the fungus
lurks unseen in the soil, where, in a totally
different physical form it goes about the
endless and vital process of recycling the
decaying remains of one generation into
nutrients that can be used by generations
yet to come. If we get a dry autumn, few
fungi ‘flower’, and some types produce
spores perhaps once in 20 years.
Unlike the rest of Europe, we English have
a lively fear of toadstools and mushrooms
unless they come wrapped and packaged
by Tesco. Only a few found in the
countryside are truly deadly and that leads
us to suspect them all, and to leave them off
the menu. It’s unadventurous – but safe.
Laurie Forsyth

Parasol mushroom
This large, majestic mushroom is found
along our roadside verges at this time of
year and is not only edible, but delicious!
Wash, but do not peel, and fry it in a little
butter or oil. Perfect on toast, seasoned with
plenty of black pepper. (Editor)

News from the commons
The Travellers have returned, yet again, to Upper Hollesley Common.They have taken
bolts out of the bar which stops wheeled access. They have moved some of the large
earthen banks to regain access to the firebreak on the edge of the common where it adjoins
the Forestry Commission land. They only left this area a couple of months ago. Much of
the work to prevent them entering on to the SSSI costs money and time.
The new encampment is in the area where redstarts breed – this is a declining bird in East
Anglia and we have one of the highest concentrations of this beautiful bird anywhere.
Reminder! You are welcome on work parties to help manage the heath. These are the first
Sunday of the month, throughout the winter. It’s good fun!
Nick Mason 01394 411150.
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